Journal, 1950. 











From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #H~3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


4001 


THE JOURNAL OF FRANCOIS MlGNON 


- 1950 - 


with folders covering letters from 


friends 





























January 1st 


(Sunday) 


Memorandum: 

She negroes say the weather of eaoh of the- first 
12 days of the year determines what the dominant weather 
will be in the 12 months of the year. 

January, 1950, I take it, is going to be wet, for 
it began a slow gentle rain about 5 o'olook this morning and 
has kept going along steadily ever since, Nothing oould 
be better for the new oamelias on Arenbourg, for the 
temperature is mild and the moisture will eliminate all 
air pookets about the roots.of the newly transplated 
things and some of them may even put out blossoms during 
the ourrent month. 





RS/ fff1-388y in Che Southern Historical Collection 

r, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


From the TRANCOIS HI GNON r APEI 

University of North Carolina Library 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: 1 


4004 


4003 


On Sunday mornings I oan never find any weather reports for 
the U ulf area, and so 1 Il oan only guess that rainy weather 
may continue fqr another day or so. Naturally jhe rains 
and resulting puddles discouraged pilgrims and 1 wasn't too 
dry when I responded to an invitation to an 11 o'clock, 
dinner aoross the fenoe. 

I suppose all the ^enrys or most of them, departed 
for South Louisiana before noon. Madam Regard is being 
dropped off at Mansura and Pat goes on to L. S. U,, while 
j. and Celeste and probably Paynie 4 and Prances, are 
scheduled to dine at the Baton Rouge Country Club tonight 
with the Genera}, and Mrs. General. Tomorrow they go on 
to Hew -rleans for the game. Knowing perfectly well that 
j. u . never could sit ptill long enough, or stir* up sufficient 
interest in any kind of a football game to make him 
"stay put" and that C Q i e ste is as much interested in a 
football game as Grandpa, I oan only ponder on the 
impulses that iijpell people to go flying up and down the 
State in showers of ( rain. And at the same time, I sun 
wondering if it isn't about time somebody made a survey of 
the Amerioan mania for sports, professional and otherwise, 
to determin just what small percentage of the people 
jam the amusement- centers really do go for. Here are 
a couple examples of a case in point, twolpeople having 
not the vaguest t interest in football and yet hell bent for 
'heaven to be among those present Surely the world would 
be impressed if showi} the toatl number of Americans 
attending sporting events in a single season, but what 
the total would indie te is something else again, and perhaps 
somebody oan some day firgure it out for us. 

I finished Mrs. Nesbitt's White House Diary. I liked 
it. Obviously she didn't care muoh for Alexander W 0 oloott 
or u arry topkins. I can understand her lack of enthusiasm 
for M r. '^ooloott, for he, really could be bag-ish enough if 
he felt the impulse, but I must say I never knew anyone 
of my friends who ever got jabbed at, and his relations with 
me were both affable and delightful. 

Il a«a rl\ H A 'I «M ( J •» • *• * ' '* * u * 

I never knew anyone who knew Marry Hopkins exoept Lyle and 
he was crazy about him. .Mr. Hopkins used to get down to 
New Cleans quite frequently during the early 1940'a. I 
may have mentioned that Mr. Hopkins was scheduled to spend 
two weeks at Melrose along about 194Z,,if I remember oorreotly. 
He was to have shared Yucca with me but just before he 
started for his "off the record" round, an urgent telephone 
from Washington called him back there, and so far as I know, 
he never did get back to .Louisiana again. 

C i ^ «4 ii 4 | • 

Mine. Aubin-^ooque' s grandson mixed whiskey with gasoline 
with the usual results, but 1 shall speak of that on the 
morrow. *nd 'so 1950 gets under way and may be be kind to you... 


Monday, January 2nd, 1960 


Memorandum: 

How nice to redeive suoh an elegant fat letter 1 “ 8 

post, and may I hasten to thank you a Jimes, not only 

for all the pleasure that it gives me :in getting the 
New *ear started off on the right foot, but also for all 
H0W 0 - *-i a billion different lines of endeavor. 

nterruptions prevented me from quite complets- 
t I am vever sorry about such deprivation, 

I have the promise of additi 
armoir when another^day rolls 


labors it represents in 

A series of ii 
ing the letter,.bu 
lor that but means 
a waiting me in my i 

Your card rev 

tion from la Sllsworth and the A. A. 0. form. ^ 00 

*>,4,, been effeoted and beouase of your thoughtfulness, 
sSali^vH iulfLuth to study the item before I harangue the 
Alexandria outfit. - t 

But getting back to Christmas and fhe^ew * 0a *j*» 
well I appreciate all you had to say, and how odd it seens to 
start off P 1950 in Smith i'own. But 1 am hopng that concession 
enabled you to revel in a measure of rest and relaxation on 
the following day. and if so, then all the saorifioies are 

that 1. J. and all eye about fo^ristmas. 
fhe blouse sounds perfectly entrancing and it is :hoe:rteuing 
to know that you could progress from tree to tree in suoh 
sympathetic company. 

And what a holiday break for you that Moguls’ in the business 
world arranged travels at this particular season, for any 
lessening of pressure at suoh a time is heavenly in its f, 
well do f know, what with the resulting benefints for me in 


Another ^ 

terday. I think 1 mentioned that a great grandson Of Grandpere 

oarae to an abrupt end Sunday afternoon, heading down t 

roa 4 he had just passed the Melrose gardens when his 

. _i. truak ran off the road and was blooked from a plunge 
pick-up truck ran oix tne between which 
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being slashed by the half opened window, and he died sitting 
there, his cigarette lighter still flaming untouched by the 
blood that streamed from his throat. It took Parish medical 
authorities over two hours to get down to pronounce the man 
dead of natural causes, and during that prolonged interim 
this gruesome specatacle sat there in the driver's seat, 
his almost severed head sagging below his chest, almost into 
his lap, with all the attendant gore all over the place. 

First one relative and then another came by to see me with 
a request that telephone oalls be put through, and this, of 
course, I gladly carried out® Tonight I am still putting 
through calls to people not remembered in yesterday s excitement. 

My friend Bill Jones was one of those who came last night 
to effect communications, and what with Bill being a oollege 
man and quite acquainted with telephones, it was restful to be 
able to turn the business over to him., I hage just learned, as 
between this paragraph and the foregoing that Bin Jones is tonight 
• sitting in Jail, which seems odd, since his half million dollars 
should have enabled him to provide a bond, but I suppose the color 
business may be a factor in his present situation It seems „ 
that while he was- here making telephone calls on fieholf 6f the 
Rooque family last night, his young son, a minor, borrowed 
one of the family cars, and succeeded in running down some 
white woman somewhere or other, - perhaps in town, and so the 
father has been arrested as responsible for the s ort comings of 
• his offspring. Surely ^950 is getting off at a bang for 
Cane Mlver mulattoes this year. 

But returning to your letter, how oharming th t you should 
be able to set me straight about thp Monticello house of >Villiam 
Baohe. I take it this must have been a other grandson of 
• Benjamin franklin, sinoe the one.who was with the old man in 
France was to usually deferred to as "benny", although I 
suppose it might have been the same individual And how charming 
that you should have run up on Mr. -Lewis of leftis and Ciark 
fame. A he volume I read didn't do muoh about the Charlottesville 
neighborhood, and I am delighted to have this additional 
information you mention about the explorer. 

M*s. Coombs dropped in for a momejat this noon to extend 
season s greetings. She said that she and Dr. Coombs were at 
some seoial funotion the other night and ohanoed to meet a 
Mrs. Baker who asked them-if they had ever ohanoed to be down 
this way and if they had ever met that mulatto, who 
presided over the destinies of the place since Miss Caramie's death. 
She said she had been down this way early in November and 
had been surprised to see the mulatto's picture in the 
Picayune, in an article about Melrose, the mulatto gazing at 
a portrait of his grandfather.^ I think she. must be the bag who 
found suoh a splendid likeness in the planter and mulatto son 
ortrait, although at the time I though she had confused me with 
he planter, not the son. la Baker really must be wonderful, 
and is that proof that sometimes I 
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Tuesday, January 3rd, 1950. 


Memorandum: * 

Your grand New dear's letter to hand in this morning's 
post, together with the booklet covering the Amerioan Art 
Council. 

Today's message and yesterday's embraced the grandest 
promise of felicity for the B QW Year, and by a stroke 
of good luck, by two meandering secretaries passed this 
way at different hours, both yesterday and today, so that 
I had the unusual happiness of being able to run through 
both communications twice, - a delight which is seldom mine, 
but a circumstance that I shall remember with ever so much 
gratitude throughout the entire year. 

I want to thank you for your suggestion regarding a 
communication directly to the*presiding diety of the A.A. R.C. 

I shall take a clipping from the Alexandria paper of the 10th, 
if the coverage is any good, and attach it to a letter 
for the director of that organization, and I have no doubt 
that the Counoil will approve the idea and may be oounted on 
to push the D. A. R. ladies along in the right direction, 
especially when the project is brought up for consideration 
as a national undertaking. How pleasant it is to have you 
working in such a vigorous and helpful way in putting this 
business over. * It is always so much fun wheri we can attempt 
such-things together. 

And may I thank you for aoquaiuting me with so many 
interesting particular about doings in the book world. 

I am glad to know that Mrs. Ohesnut's Diary From Dixie has 
been re-issued. I am hoping this netf edition may inolude 
additional material, for, as you may recall, muoh she jotted 
down never found its way to print beoause of personal episodes 
wherein many an associate, politician, etc., during the struggle 
did not appear in a very favorable light. What with all the 
years that have elapsed, it would seem as though suoh 
data should now be set forth' not so muoh to reveal un¬ 
pleasant role a played by certain people as in order to 
provide everyone in this day hnd age with a better understand¬ 
ing of the people and times which Mrs. Qhesnut knew so intimately 
from ‘-harleston to Richmond and baok again. 

I am glad the slant on The Unhurried Years was pleasant 
although brief. I don't know the volume about the Alabama 
plantation you mention. We ought to eventually investigate it, 
don't you think. 





Bin L 
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During the holiday rush, I held up aigr returns of 
Reading Books to the Dew -rleans Publio library, thinking 
everyone in the *ost Office Department from here to there 
•had enough to do wi'th other mail without bothering with 
Talking 3 ooks. I accordingly find myself at the moment with 
something or other about J hina which probably would not be 
read if 1 had something more appealing. I think the title of 
the book is "Donald of China" and is by Sells or some such name, 
frankly T never head of Donal before but he seems to have been 
an important figure in the Chi na 0 f f rom 1900 to the present. 

An Australian newspaper man who never learned Chinese, he 
had lots of friends in various politioal grohps and is 
said to have exerted unusual skill in pulling wires. His 
first claim to distinction was his sooop that told the 
world and the Japanese military machine just where the 
Russian fleet was stationed in 1904 or 1905, and thus 
made its destruction possible'. In view of the arrogance 
that steadily mounted in Japanese quarters following that 
event, I wouldn t think the revelation that made their 
rise to power possible would be anything to be particularly 
proud of, but then I never did understand the press very well 
anyway, especially when it paid a reporter to sacrifice anybody 
or anyting for a scoop. 

I am glad you mentioned the Lowell Thomas broadcast 
about the capture of the animal on Ferdinand street, a news¬ 
cast T missed. Sometimes I hear Lowell ^horaas and sometimes 
I don t. His broadcast is at 5:45 in this area, and frequently 
we find ourselves at supper at that ‘hoilr I never find old 
Kaltenborne any more and would you know if Slmer Davis is doing 
business any more, for I oan't find him either, although 
frankly, I haven't searched very hard. 

It is interesting that in the same mail with your 
letter comes one from Cousin Lucy wherein she refers to the 
same absence from the mails that you remarked upon. In both 
• oases it isn t personal animosity but laok of time and 
memory, I thfnk, especially as the bottle seems to make such 
big demands on la bag's time these days. A card from 
Miss Kate today remarks how pleased she was to have a 
letter from la Grignan, saying how delighted she was to have 
J. M .- and? Celeste with her -on ^hristmas day. That is 
pretty funny, unless one wants to oonoede that she was 
indeed telling the trutji, what with all the pleasure she 
derived in denouncing them up and down, in and out, worng side 
around and other end to. But I shall make no reference to 
such a statraent when writing to Mies Kate, for she obviously 
l '* still falls for the same old line that in the past fooled so 
many.Ho sign of the football enthusiasts from the Sugar Bowl. 

A big wake tonight for Jodey Rocque, and thQ threat of a freeze 
before morning. ->0 much for local doings, and now little old 
Yucca and I must get to the Tender ^eaf tea table.... 



Wednesday, ^nauary 4th, 19§0. 


Memorandum: 

A chill, sprinfcly day with the promise of a hard freeze 
tonight, - the one, I reckon, whioh didn't develops last 
night. 

But the freeze may come or not as it pleases, for the 
Arenbourg children-are all bundled up in some fine pajamas, 
and no matter which way the thermometer goees, they will be 
as snug as bugs in rugs. I wasn't quite so dry or snug when 
I was warpping them up, but back-at *ucca, a quick change and 
I, too, was prepared for whatever turned up. 

.Frankly, I counted on seeing no one today, but Ora came 
down this afternoon, bringing with her two Mrs. Matesons,, senior 
and daughter-in-law. The elder is a good, friend of ^iss Lucy Morgan, 
and had made the trip to Louisiana on two counts, she said, - 
to visit her son and daughter in law and to carry out Miss Lucy's 
request; that she make a pilgrimage to Melrose, before returning 
to Pennland. * believe the lady's home is somewhere in Michigan, 
but 1 take it she spends much time in Dorth Carolina. Slje seemed 
delighted with her tour, in spite of the weather. 

*- 0 

Ora and I didn't get much chance to chat, but we shall 
get caught up at seme other sitting. She said she saw Tat and 
th: General at the Montheleon Motel in Hew Orleans and was 
so glad to be able to say Rowdy, Perhaps there is the key or one 

of them for the popularity of football games. 

« * • ■ ’ v *. • “ 

I got a little reading done last night but not of muoh 
aocount, - that Donald of China business. The biographer of 
Mr. Donald sets forth Dun-Yet-Sen, however the name of the 
first -^resident of China's name is spelled, as unbelieveably 
visionary and impraoticle, - to the point of a simplicity bordering 
on foolishness. * For example, he quotes Dr. Sun as saying, following 
his rise to power, following the Manohus, that no foreign loan was 
needed for Chinese tfurrenoy since the Government could publish as 
much paper money as might be needed, and when that was worn out, 
they could publish more fuom time to time as more was required. 

This reminded me of that list somebody made along about 
Chirstma8 time of the ten people.of 1000 to 1950 who were the 
greatest or made the greatest impression during the first half oentury. 
As I recall Dos. 1,2,and 3 were Asiatics, Gandhi, Lepine and Sun-Yet- 
Sen, with ‘rs. Roosevelt as next in line, as I reoall. I donM; 
recall who contrived the list, but it was an interesting one. •'Some 
of the others included Dr. ISinstein, Dr.Sohrieber, F. D» R. and 
I have forgotten the rest. ’ 







1 
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Thursday, January 5th, 1950 


I don J t reoall if 1 mentioned yesterday that I had a 
te ephone from u rs. Holloman who told me the pictures, snapped 
of H m anuel ^rudhomme (at Unde Phanor's) last week did 
not come out suitably for reproduction, I still don't understand 
why that portrait could have been removed from the wall for 
photographing, since we were permitted to touch the thing and 
it certainly wasn't nailed up. Perhaps we shall be able to 
get it at another-go-round. Obviously there is no' accounting for 
a Hrudhomme whim, and I suppose they would drop dead if they 
knew “hrs. Holloman's photographer cost her ten dollars for the 
trip which'produced nothing Lucky that the Hollomans have enough 
money if they have to bump into too many Prudhommes in the course 
of their literary pursuits. 1 may have mentioned that "rs. 
Holloman's husband is of White, Holloman and White, the two 
Whites being %s. "and's late father and her brother. 


Memorandum: 

. A • t 

A slight heacaohe on going to bed‘last night; t a slight 
case of sniffles on awakening this morning. I guess I should 
have used some of the stuffing on myself that I tucked 
around the Arenbourg children* 

According to my radio, Dallas and Port Worth were under 
sheet's of ice and Shreveport talked about 20 degree thermometer 
readings, but Gulf breezes must have staved off the 
onslaught, for while it has been chill, there has been no ice 
and about Saturday I shall be undoing the winter garments in the 
Arenbourg oamelia section. 

What with a drizzle going all day, I didn't do much 
flouncing about out of doors, merely enough to get Miss Sally 
some nandina branches and some narcissus to decorate her altar for 
tomorrow's services in her chapel. 

A nd ^y good luck 1 was able to round up a heap of siu^f 
from the w hristmas batch of mail, and that makes me feel better 
already. Then,'when proper readers came my way, I was able to 
study the booklet jou so thoughtfully forwarded and marked 
for my attention. It keems to me that the Alexandria Project is 
just the thing to further and round out muoh that the undertakings 
of ^r. Goodrioh hasn't touched upon in his pursuits, and I have a 
feeling he will agree that the thing is worth while. By and large 
it would seem that his organization has concentrated for the 
most part on items in museums and galleries. Possibly no means 
of delving into private collections ever oocured to them, or 
perhaps it seemed impossible to ever contact the people who 
might chanoe to have but a single aanvas that would be of 
interest. ' ' 

I presume, too, that their slant has been more on the 
strictly artistio'side, since artist and art expert^ often 
incline to view art objects but from a single angle, whereas 
the Alexandria'-^ro jeot will proceed on the theory that many 
a picture and many a print have historio as well as artistio 
virtues. I expect to take a number of suoh prints to Alexandria 
with me to demonstrate how they refleot a phase of the country's 
de*velopement. For example here at ^ucca are a couple of 
prints of the late 1860's or early 1870's, one entitled: 

"A Gentleman of Color", the other "Poor White Trash . They 


And while I think of it, may * respond to your inquiry regarding 
the'Color soherae in my living room and boudoir. The walls are 
white and the drapes are white. The latter are are Osnaberg 
or H U ck or-whatever that heavy cotton stuff is made of. ■‘•'he 
sofa on which Celeste figures in the picture is red, a rather 
orange red, with a sufficient design in th piece of flowered 
chintz (glazed) as to embrace quite a spectrum of yellow, blue, 
etc. ~^At the moment I have Indian rugs on the floor, - blaok and 
white, or rather biaok and gray and quite nettral. The portraits 
on the walls and the west end of the room, save for the fireplace 
and mirror being solidly in.books, their mlti-colored bindings 
I guess are the dominant note. A couple of Belle's 
winged chairs, - upholstered in a vague dark plum spotted with 
gold dots are the only other colors in the room. As I haven't 
written the owner of the chairs in a aouple of years, I have no idea 
as to when he might be going to want them I had a note 
from him a couple of weeks after seeing him in Alexnadria for the 
day, and it was my understanding he was remaining in ,ir arislj for 
some time, ^e suggested h e might be able to use some of his books 
that- were here, for they oame with the other things from Puerto 
Hioo along about 19^2 or somewhetfe 'about the. But at the time I 
could think of no way of forwarding a packing 'case of books over¬ 
seas, and so 1 let the whole thing slide,,and slid it has, ever 
since. 1 owe him a letter, and I reckon ^ shall be writing beofre 
long, but at the time the request came for making this comparatively 
small shipment, there was so much cooking in this neighborhood and 
the remoteness of M elrose from ^ew Cleans to effect arrangements for 
forwarding the things impelled me to delay the whole thing until 
oircurastanoes were more favorable. I certainly have been leisurely 
enouglnataputoTkdoir the bed tester is trukey red which has faded to 
old rose. The draperies at the windows are white, the chairs 
unvarnished straight- baok light wood with more or less white cushions 
The rugs are the same as the giving room. The walls, of course, are w 
white, .-°ut, ■‘‘ord, x ucca-isn t half detailed and little lucca is . 
screaming, and so I shall fold, i'll try to do better next time.... 


■I 
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wore 'brought out at the time the Carpetbaggers were in the 
ascendency, and, as the titles suggest, the over-dressed 
"Gentleman of Color" is on the up and up while "The Poor 
White Trash" is very obviously on the down grade. 

I shall also take a couple of rare prints that I 
obtained in Mississippi a number of years ago, one"The 
Battle of Corinth, Miss.", and the other "The Siege of 
Vicksburgh". ; - These were printed in the late 1880's and 
early 1890's and not- only give an interesting geogr aphical 
concept of the country where the battles were fought," but 
also reveal such details as Confederate and Union uniforms, 
flags, eto., and carry a somewhat lengthy caption, giving 
names of Commanders, names of the companies p rticipating, 
etc. I have never seen any others in this series, but I 
assume all the important battles may well have appeared in 
this series. They were printed in Chicago but 1 am not certain 
if they were deisgned to appeal to one faction only or if they 
were rather kept pretty much in balance, with a view to 
selling them to the veterans and families of veterans whose 
histories in the 1861-1864 scuffle would offer an appeal for 
preserving the event in this form.' At the moment I do not have 
the name of the Chicago-printers, but 1 shall mention it at 
another sitting, for it might*be possible that we‘w uld stumble 
over others, should the name be familiar. The two we have 
here, - about 2 feet by 3 feet, are not framed, and although the 
edges are frayed, they will be'nice when framed, especially 
with the torn-edges showing, I think, as-wall decors for 
Arenbourg eventually, don't you think so. 

With all the raeket going on about the ^ew Hampshire physiean 
who introduced an air bubble into the blood stream of a dying 
patient, I ran across a new twist in making things easier for 
a cow to give birth to a calf. The Rogiers are white trash, - 
once removed from the hills to the Cane River country, living 
up the Bermuda Road just beyond Sammy Balthazar's. Mr. E.'s 
cow was experiencing difficulties in bringing her offspring into 
the world and, by way of lending aid, if not comfort, a tractor 
was pressed into servioe. The cow was tied securely td a tree, 
a rope tied about the calf's neck, the other end to the tractor, 
and the latter smarted off slowly in low gear. Of course, something 
had to give, and Lo.' it was the mother. Don't ask me how it was 
that the po^r calf's head wasn't pulled slap off, for I don't know. 
But it wasn t and the day following this operation, both mother 
and child were reported holding their own. In times past I have 
heard of hill billies doing sWange things but this latest twist in 
animal husbandry beats anything I have stumbled over thus far. 

And now for a oup of Tender -^eaf and a Kaool with little 
old Yucca fussing about the tea tray and generally delighting my 
soul as I further explore the doings of “*r. Donal of u hina.... 


Friday, January 6th, 1950. 




Memorandum: « 

The weather remains damp and chill but no ice has 
formed and i believe the bitter elements of the Canadian 
blast have turned definitely in an Eastern direction. I 
hope it peters out before it reaches Manhattan. 

Mrs Hand telephoned me this morning, saying she 
would be glad to run*up and get me on Sunday afternoon, so 
that I might spend Sunday night in company with friends w 
want to give a dinner party, and so forth and so on. 

It was certainly kind of her, but naturally I 
demurred, for 1 don't want any dinner parties and I 
prefer to run down that way along about Monday noon, and 
before I get away again, I shall have seen enough people. 

She says Dr. Band, remains flat on his back but there 
is hope that he may be removed to his home by the latter 
part of next week. I am so glad for hi mj for I have 
a'feeling that everyone must be ever so much more comfortable 
there than any other place, regardless of the excellent 
arrangements that must obtain for him at the hospital. 

I take it there must have been something in the 
Alexandria caper about Monday's song and dance, for 
thr.ee invitations oame by post, - two dinners, one tea. 

And tonight at supper, or just after, when we were alone, 

, the merchant planter handed me a note from that lady who 
must have been contacted today. I haven t readthe 
note, but I suppose it envisions some such business 
at the board.As Saturday’s post will not get responses 
delivered before Monday, my regrets will be a little 
late in arriving in each oase, but sinoe one doesn t 
decline invitations before receivingthfcm, one will 
have to accept the refusals whenever they do arrive 
even though dinner may be but in the offing. Dining at 
Clagny it goes without saying, ,it but completely out, 
although there is a chance that I may remain over night 
with the Rands, returning here on Tuesday, the 10th. 


I 
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Sunday, January 8th, 1950 


You will not he surprised, therefore, should there 
he a one day skip in the usual measured tread of 
communications, hut it will, of course, he hut for a 
day 

On the home front a little coraedyof dogged faithfulness 
and tears is being played out, the whole business 
impregnated with a rural touch that could scarcely 
be*found in an urban setting, "attie, the cook, has 
a most repulsive colored hog, all spotted in white, red 
and black so that no one could ever determine its 
basic color. At pecane time, after hogs had ravaged 
the Melrose bulb garden, J. H. put out an edict that 
all .hogs found in the gardens would be slaughtered 
forthwith. And to make the manifesto impressive, 
several so discovered were shot. In the case of 
Mattie's hog, its owner finds an unusual problem in that 
the animal insists on following her where ever she goes, 
frequently breaking through its pen to catch up with her, 
s whenever she heads across the cotton fields toward 
the gardens. The hog is about the size of a Police Dog 
and seems adept in breaking down most barriers, and 
usually before "attie makes it to the big house, the 
hog is slap at her heels. 

lou an readily imagine h.ow many complications 
automatically ensue, for ^attie is panic stricken for fear 
her hog will be shot if discovered inside the garden 
fence and since no amount of beating will persuade 
the afiimal to go back home, save at ^attie's heels, Hattie 
inclines to drop whatever she is stirring on the stove 
and head out across the cotton fields, her hog apparantly 
entranced to be .gallop ng along at her side. 

Mattie, being a terrific bag to start with, has easily 
succeeded in wording herself up into a series of spasms 
over the fate of her hog, and can reel off endless 
piatures of some horrible disaster, awaiting her 
prize animal. And, of .course, the net result is that 
the hog is having a wonderful time in view of all the 
attention being bestowed on it; ;ltattie is having a marvelous 
time, pleading the cruelties of Pate and the exhausting 
labors she has to undergo to maintain her animal free from 
gunshot wounds, .while the kitchen and especially the dining 
room is in a complete shambles, waiting for Hattie to 
make .two or three trips back and forth from her home 
to the big house, and back home with the pig and so on and so 
forth but endlessly. It's all so humiliating. 


Memorandum: 

A quiet week end with the weather turing warmer as 
yours turns colder, and a promise of rain for the morrow, 
which I really don't need but which would do your local 
reservoirs so much good. 

I did a little gardening Saturday but not too much, what 
with my sniffles just disappearing and feeling little in¬ 
clination to get "all steamed up" and thus barge into a 
bark for the morrow. 

I was entranced to get a little reading done, last night, 
too and I finished the "Donald of °hina" volume which 
certainly gives an interesting picture of the uhina we 
have heard about in the first quarter of the present century, 
and the one we have watched from afar during the second 
ouarter. If "r. Donal is as remarkable, half as remarkable 
as the biography indicates, he was really a wonderful man. 

The latcer^quarter of the book, dealing much with his association 

with the "Genissimo" and the latter's remarkable wife, 

whom Donald called "Missimo" gives a concept of those 

two personalities who certainly must be more widely known than 

any other two members of their race. I find myself wondering 

what has become of them af late, now that the Beds seem 

to have taken over the country pretty completely. According 

to Earle Albert Celle or whatever the aut or s name is, the 

interruption and partial estrangement between Ronald, as 

their intimate adviser on the one hand and the Genissimo 

and "Missimo' 4 on the other, was due to some plain talk 

Donald gave them regarding the extravagant doings of 

some of the "in-laws", I suppose among to 3oongs, - possibly 

'prom^ne paragraph * read some days baok, I gathered 'that 
in'somebody's opinion, perhaps Donald's, was that the chief 
mrone of the Beds lies in the fact that they are solely in- 
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JPor local lore, here is something I humped into yesterday 
and liked, as will you. 

Last evening Peter passed hy, saying his tooth was 
hurting him and did I have an asperin, l did. In a 
few minutes he reported the apin gone and that was 
that, Peter sat hy the fire while I was busy at 
my typewriter. After a little I; stopped and turning to him 
remarked that 1 thought I smelled smoke. He explained that 
it was a hit of string he had ignited to inhale the 


smoke for, as he further explained, 
for a headache’’. 


'that’s sure cure 


"But 1 thought you had just taken an asperin, Peter?" 

. • - * • • 

"Yes, sir, 1 did, hut you see I done took that x for 
my teeth. I'se a-takin' the string smoke for my head," 

■Don't you love that. 

But I must get o$ for Yucca is making a racket with 
each tap of these keys, 1 The little old thing reminds me 
it is tea time, for it is after 10 and I haven't had my 
supper as yet, I had pilgrims at 4 and Celeste dropped 
hy at 5 to invite me for coffee, and before I left her 
house a raft of people came whom I didn t know and merely 
addressed with a "Hail and ffarewell". 

• I telephoned Mrs. Rand at 6, She said the doctor 
had tried to sit up today hut the effort was too muoh for 
him. She said he was looking forward to seeing me tomorrow, 

I have decided I shall return here on Monday night, A 
couple of more invitations came through Saturday and three 
different cars came to the front gate today, hearing 
Invitations to dinner during my Alexandria visit,I have 
too many things I want to do here during the current month, 
and so I think the best way is to dine with Mrs. Rand at 
noon, jam in a visit at the hospital reel off my tirade 
to the Revolutionary Daughters, swallow a oouple of 
polite sandwiches, some ohioken salade and pink tea or whatever 
accompanies the birth of a Rational Project, and then 
withdraw as quickly as possible. 

After all, I like sleeping in my own bed and there is 
nothing for me quite like the Arenbourg dawn, no matter how 
closely other dawns may resemble it, —don't you think so... 


I 








"\ 
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Monday, January 9th, 1950. 


Memorandum; 

a -V ; f * • • • 

If I had good sense, which I need soarcely tell, I 
have not, I should probably be folding up my beard, but 
somehow sleep will be so muoh sweeter, after we have had 
our nightly little chat, 

• 

I think everything went off perfectly, and although 

I am tired, it is the i* kind of tiredness one doesn't mind, 
at the end of a day when labor has been arduous but 
pleasant and the desired results seem to have been 
accomplished, 

• I'll follow it through for you, if you please; 

$;30 a.m.- Someone knocked on my door. It was Andy 
to say his mama wasn't doing good and Auxellia had sent him 
to tell me. I got dressed and went to the big house where I 
sampled the medioal profession by wire. 1 finally secured 
a physician. 

6:00 a.m. J. H. dropped by. He said he couldn't get 
away today and that a car and ohauffeur would be ready for 
me whenever I wanted same. * • 

& a.m. breakfast. 

7;30 a.m. Arnnbourg. . ■' * • 

* 1 * • • v • ■ ' v.' v * * 

9 a.m, coffee. 

_" «■ ,■ x * • • 

10 a.m. Mr. Brew and R headed for Alexandria. 

II a.m. gave **rs. Holloman dictation. 

IE noon. Dined with ^rs. Hand. 

1 p,m. drove to the Baptist Hospital, and spent an hour 
with Dr. Rand. Pound him gay but weak. They say he will be 
in bed for week, followed by a long recuperation at the 
Rand Camp on Cane Hiver. 

E p.m. drove to ^rs. Hand's mother, Mrs. White. Chatted 
with her ih her lovely old living room for half an hour. 

2:45. Orated to a orowd of the gentry, dishing up the 
Alexandria Project. I had not notioed the press in an 
adjoining room where, in the midst of ray song and dance. 


I 

I 


* 
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Tuesday, January 10th, 1960. 


M 


a billion flashlight bulb started exploding quite unexpectedly. 

Somewhere between 3 and 4: - Muoh business session got under 
way, immediately following my performance. I was asked 
to remain present, but * retired to an ante room to adjust 
my D, A. B. Day tie and consume a Kool. 

I was invited to return to the gather where it was 
announced the meeting had unanimously adjopted the Project. 

That was all 1 wanted to he^r, but it was only then, of course, 
that conversation got under way. There followed a 
collation of crab and shrimp salade, a billion kinds of 
sandwiches, etc., et., etc., and Tender Leaf tea. I thought 
of ray poolr little old Yucca, sitting all alone on my desk at 
home. 

After the biggest piece of food resistance was over, 

I met and ohatted with each member Individually. There 
were a few guests from ^ew Orleans, a oouple Regents from 
Chapters in cities in South Louisiana.. They invited me to 
address their organizations in February. The fashionable . 
young matron, M rs . bunter Pierson, rushed up to a group* 
with whom 1 was chatting, “*rs. Band being among those present. 
"You all are having oooktails with ^rma. at 6. We are 
expeoting to come to our house for supper afterward. I could 
have murdered her, but J smiled knowingly and went along. 

5:00. * drove -‘rs. Band hpme, and while she was preparing 
a cold drink, I telephoned the Tierson residence and asked 
the servant to say I would not be £ble to come to supper. 

5 : 15, Said goodbye to -‘rs. Band, and . . w 

6:14 back home and entranced to be here. 

I chatted with b. a while to cover the Pierson episode 
and suggesting a "blackout'' be inaugurated, .be concurred in 
• the matter. Delivered a few messages to Celeste from Alexandria 
people. , .. -j . ^ l. ■ . . 

7:30. Got to work on. some additional stuff ., oovering details 
of the r rojeot for reference by the invidivual members of the 
several Chapters represented at the meeting, pnfl. knocked off 
a few bread find butter notes, / . 

And so played out my £ay. The weather was warm, with 
intermittent showers that failed to catch me at any time as 
I moved from place to place. Tonight the sky is ablaze with 
star8, and, having sketched this little outline for you, 

I am ready to fold. 


Memorandum; 

I am sorry to disappoint you but the^olipping is merely 
some drum beating of last week and of no interest. But I send 
it along, since it may, —or may not, - eventually fit in 
with the Subsequent:press notices. 

It has drizzled and rained all day, and the only 
satisfaction come in the weather report whioh says the 
percSnitation streak runs from Texas through Louisiana, Tennessee 
Ohio and Rew York, I hope your reservoirs got a heap. 


My day, in spite of the weather, 'seems t 
isy as yesterday's line up. Only today's 


have been almost 

as busy as yesterday's line up. unly today's program was 
catoh-as-aatoh-oan, and was concerned primarily with my negro 
•friends, so many of whom seem to act as though I had been 
away for weeks or months. It's a ourious thing but many 
whom I haven't seen in weeks suddenly, in spite of the rain, 
donverged on Yucca today, having heard that I had been away,- 
friends whom often I don't see for weeks or months on end. It 
seems to have required 'a National Brojeot to pry me loose from 
the plantation. It appears to be a local sensation that I 
should have indulged in such a kew departure. 

I had quite a flock of first olass mail today but none of 
it of primary importance, and as I had so many interruptions, I 
didn t take time out to devote myself much to. the services of my 
secretary. There will be time enough on the morrow when the 
rain will still be falling and when some o the quiet proceeding 
Monday, will have been restored along the bayous. 

Aurellia did come to see me this afternoon. She wanted to 
confide in me about some of her plans, "As soon as mama gets her 
check", —and I believe the Old Age Pension cheoks oome in on 
January 20th or 21st, she plans to move to batchitoohes. 

I certainly wish I knew where I left off, but T don t, 
what with ^r. Brew having tapped on my window quit* unexpectedly 
at a later hour than usul. 

The mail turned out to be of soat interest, but I shall 
send along an enclosure or two regard\*qs« 
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From the clerk, I learned this morning that a Mew Orleans 
oar. containing several ladies stopped at the store yesterday, 
asking to see me. He didn t get their names, From quite 
another eouroe, I learned that they had spoken with one of ray 
oolored friends, asking if he thought I would like a statue 
of the Blessed “artin. I certainly would. I reokon I shall 

be having a line from one quarter or another before long, and 
I am all prepared to say Yes, If one should come to hand, 

I think A shall "rig up" one of the little rooms on the 
gallery,’giving on the white garden, converting the same into 
a Chapel. It will be a simple affair but adequate to delight 
my Baptist negro friends and sufficiently impressive to 
infuriate my mulatto friends who, being Catholio, will resent 
having to kow-tow to a blaok saint. I’ll probably paint the 
interior of the room all white, contrive a vague sort of alter, 
whereon I shall place a couple of iron oandleabra do-dads, 
see if 1 can't find the old pre-dieu that used to be kinoking 
around the place somewhere and have a couple of little orude 
benches £ewn out of cypress. All in all; it ought to be quite 
gay, don t you think. Just to give it a touch of authenticity, 

I shall attempt having the t ing oonseorated, although that 
may be something of a stretch, but I shall spring that trap when 
some of the younger and less hide-bound prelates are about. 

The Ohapel of the Blessed “‘artin under the *uooa roof which shelfcrs 
me certainly ought to make the pillars of St. leter's rock a little 
, but that will do them no harm. 

. ^oing back to the interruption, 1 was perhaps speaking of 
Aurellia. She told me her mother's check from the State comes 
on the 20th or 21st, and that she-plans to writhdraw immediately 
thereafter and* will live in "atchitoches where she expects to 
have her baby She hasn't told Celeste that she plans to leave 
because she fSels the racket that always accompanies news of the 
, loss of a servant would be too difficult to bear under present 
circumstances. It must be admitted that Celeste does go into 
a tizzy invariably at suoh times, always blaming the servant for 
not notifying her in aavnoe of the intention to leave. It never 
seems to occur to her that if she would carry on less, she might 
be more likely to receive a notification in advance. But that 
is the way she is made, I reckon, and the same old surprise 
parties will forever be bobbing u^. 

r —— ( 

. I believ--''t£e.-Dark Duke plans to take over Aurellia's house 
when she moves and possibly I may be able to assist both the 
departing tenant and the one just arriving to some mutual 
advantage, for the one may have items to dispose of to advantage both 
to herself and the in-coming occupant, and however that may be, I 
am hoping the changes of residence may be advantageous to both oarties 
I'm afrid this letter is mighty dull Perhaps I may hit a better 
lick on the morrow.. 




Wednesday,, January 11th, 1950, 


Memor andum: « « 

r « 

The enclosure was a surpise, since it had been agreed that 
all notices on and after the' 9th, would appear as straight news 
and not under the social aegis, 

But I think I shall be able to dip this particular item 
in such a way that the sooial department will be eliminated, 
pasting the actual news part on a blank sheet of paper for each * 
of the National moguls who are to receive them. Perhaps 
the straight news item with a more elaborate account will appear 
under another headline in Wednesday's paper, - I hope. In the 
mean time, I send this one along for what it is worth, if anything. 

The rains continue and this morning I was soaked twice, 
once at Arenbourg and once at Yuoca, where I had a couple of men 
difging ditoh to,drain off water from-the foundations of the house 
where the eaves had been sending a imposing amount of torrents 
slap under the house. But the temperature continues high and getting 
soaked with clothes on was but a prelude to getting soaked in my 
shower, and so I didn't mind at all. 

After a prolonged absence of two or three ^years, I actually 
got down to call on Miss Sally today, and so feel inordinately 
noble for-merely having done something which was my duty, too long 
ne lected. Celeste appeaaed in a shower of rain on my gallery at 3, 
saying she was running down to “‘aganolia and would- I like to 
aocompany her. I certainly would, for I had about made up my 
mind to throw care to the winds and accompany Dr. Knipmeyer on the 
morrow, for a round at dinner, which I was contemplating with infinite 
bad graoe. But this opportunity to slide' down today in the rain, 
and thus be able to stay not more than half an hour or so gave me the 
loop hol.e I had been looking for and I made the most of it. 

I was a little surprised to learn that she seemed to know 
more about “onday's doings than I did, but subsequently * learned 
that both her sisters, - Mme. David and “‘me. Pierson, had telephoned 
her'immediately after the doings on “‘onday which accounted for her 
knowleuge of what was ooofcing. 

You will laugh when I tell you that I received a letter 
from ^len Baldwin today, asking me if I had any idea'where she 
might get in touch with Carolyn. It was a bread and butter note 
and among other things contained some addresses I had asked for, which 
I have not as yet been able to transcribe to envelopes. She reported 
a safe trip home and said it was her understanding’tMt Carolyn 
had planned to go down to Morganza or where ever her house boat is to 
see about it and that she was under the impression she might pass 
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this way, and if so, would 1 try to find qut where she might 
he reached by mail. Really, Carolyn is what **rs, ^nry might oall 
a sight. Isn't it a pity that Carolyn, having so many excellent 
qualities, should fall down so flatly in correspondence, but 
perhaps that is the way God has in keeping things more or less 
even. Personally I enjoy the cntact with Carolyn when she passes 
thi3 way, and aftdr her departure, I set no expectations afloat as 
to when, if ever, I shall see her again. Surely I have learned 
not to look for letters and. I don't propose looking for her. She 
is such a grand person that. * am always delighted when she passes 
this way, but I am never looking for her, so that when she does, which 
you know is rare, it is alright but nothing which has provided anyone 
with a keen relish of anticipation, 

I reckon this letter must be fairly hodge -podge, for I 
have been interrupted four times since beginning it, what 
with a magician performing at the honkey-tonk tonight, and 
different friends passing this way to inquire into the mysteries 
of such business, - such as "Do he really eat elecrtic light bulbs", 
etc. , : etc. 


Thursday, January 12th, 1950, 


Memorandum 


This inordinate warm weather continues, the 
ground too damp to ;do gardening, the air too warm to 
want to. Thefdreoast for tomorrow is "Cloudy to partly 
cloudy.and warmer". J. H. plans going somewhere at the 
end of the month and every year when he heads out on suoh 
mid. seasonal jaunts, everything has a way of freezing up, 
so i 'm looking for a frost on the 29th. 

Mrs. Rand telephoned me this morning. She said 
Dr. Rand is ever so much better and there is hopes of taking 
him home in a week or two if he continues to Improve. 

She said there is still buying about Monday's doings and 
that 3he has given my address to a couple of Regents from 
somewhere or other who have asked for my presence in their 
February conclave. 

* phall be glad to have some of the forms', as mentioned 
in “r. Hansford's letter, whioh I am forwarding, - the letter, 
under separate cover. * am glad everything there is alright. 

My secretary had quite a go at the enclosure from 
Sister. There seems to be nothing in it of interest, ex¬ 
cept that it seems to reveal the same disordered mind. I 
sometimes wonder if to any observer like yourself who has 
seen her communications over a twelth month period, —if there 
appears to be much variation or intensification of the 
flightfiness, Frankly, so far as my contacts with her have 
evolved, I don t see. much difference or change, since she 


•“nd one youth who has no sense at all and was a little high, 
apparantly, passed by to show me his new 32. revolver. Somebody is 
likely to feel the effects of it before the week has play out, but 
there is always a chance it may be lost in the cotton rows, more 
like tiny canals. 

I read a couple of pages from Will Durant's The ‘Story 
of Philosophy, a 1933 thing, 1 believe, whioh I had never 
dipped into. I liked the introduction to this new edition. In 
it I found a phrase which seems to be excellent; -"we learn 
mord and more about less and less and less and les3«about more 
and more". Dq was speaking of the inordinate concentration in 
fields of scientific research, the scientists who put on blinders 
to keep themselves from seeing anything but the tiniest 
segment of some particular limited aspect of one manifestation of 
life or another, etc., eto. This isn't exaotly news but being 
a facile expression of sensations we have all experienced, it 
is pleasant to remark u^gn when encountered in print. 

Dittle old ¥ucca is starting to eye me with a tell-tale 
look, but while my impulse is toward the render Deaf section, 

I am bound to knock off’ some mail be fere calling it a day. 

I meant to say the other day that I sometimes hear Capitol Cloakroom 
or some such program, 4onday nigh s, I guess, over the Columbia 


or some such program, Monday nigh s, I guess, over the Colum 
Wystan, and this week I heard the Chairman of the ^epublioan 
Ration Committee, and D must say if his ideas reflect his 
party's, that outfit hasn t learned anything in the last 20 ; 


. that outfit hasn t learned anything in the last 20 years. 

^ . i" • - 

But my lack of coherence demonstrates my need to break off anyway 
and so I fold herewith. Do hope you are getting some of our 
rains. 
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from the Mansura neighborhood, some of that same crowd, - 
#The Children Among Strangers" outfit of k last October, 

I ohanoed to be at Celeste s when they blew in at 9 this 
morning, but * retreated through an opposite door as they 
entered, and never did go bade to spoil any of their 
oard games. 

Somebody from the college telephoned today while the 
knipmeyers were here and so I did not take the call. It 
had something to do about all the new Professors and their 
wives hoping for an invitation to come down on Saturday, 

I shall telephone them a cheery No on the morrow, I guess, 

I don't chance to have anything on the docket for Saturday, 
but if'the weather lets up a little, I should like to 
do a bit of gardening and nothing is quite so devastating 
for gardening as pilgrims t ,unles§ it be bees, 

A half dozen more letters or so, and * shall be nearly 
caught up with pre Christmas mail, I am ashamed to confess 
that there aTe still several non-descript gifts which haven't 
been acknowledged as yet, but I am determined to get to them 
before the week is done. There seems to be a growing tendency 
on the part of some people to have stores mail fruit' cakes and 
the like, with a oard inserted from the donjer (or is it one "n"). 
Be that as it may, I have two fruit cakes, two little boxes - - 
of candy and some kind of a smoking gaget which have oome 
through such channels, and from people in large cities, - 
San Antonio, ^ew rleans, Ghioago, eta,, to whom I never 
write, and whose addresses I have forgotten. In each 
instance, I carefully preserved the wrappers in whioh the 
things came, with a view to acknowledging them promptly, only 
to discover no address at all, save that of the store, 

I suppose I carry a few hundred addresses and telephone numbers in 
my memory, but I seem to be mighty poor at holding in mind 
the more complicated numbers whioh I use but once a year. 

The current warm spell seems to mte make me so sleepy 
-that I don't get far with my reading. To hand has oome 
a thing which I believe is entitled "Jefferson, the Virginian" 
possibly by ^alone, or some such, I shall let it sit for 
a while on my front gallery until I am done with the Durant 
Philosophers, If “‘alone be the correct name of the author, 

I must say * don't remember hearing of any such, but I shall 
give you a report later. Almost anything on Mr. J, , however, 
ough-t to be to my itkingi 

« Little Grandpa, the gray cat, is fixing to have kittens 
again, I suppose she knows what she is doing but she always 
puzzles me*by finding the highest, most difficult place to 
olirab during her progenenoy. Lightly and half a dozen times 
a day she scales one of the pillars of iucca and apparantly 
plans to reoeive old ^r. Stork somewhere in the attio. She is 
what might be styled a sight. 


Friday, January 13th, 1950 
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you know, I tend to tolerate almost anything to avoid even 
the thought of changing residences. 

The current heat wave has set the Chinese magnolias 
to blooming and on Monday, while passing through a wooded 
section 30 miles below here, I noticed two wild azelias in 
full flower. Surely we can’t expect to get through the 
balance ~0T "the so-called'winter without' a' freeze, and" a heap 
of these more daring arborial numbers are going to get 
pinched. _ ~ . 

* - • i • $ 

I felt sorry for ^adam Regard today. She sent a letter 
to the *ost Office, addressing the evenlope with the name 
of the person for whom it was intended, the street and the state, but 
omitted the" name of the town. The omission was called to her attention 
but she failed to grasp the necessity of putting down the name 
of the town. She is so wonderfully kind and active for her 
80 years, it is pitiful to notice this little tell¬ 
tale indication of a mind that is beginning ever so slightly to 
sliP.io - “ -L;c ::r' - ^ ; 

I hadn't seen Taffy in ever so long until tonight at. 
first dark when I returned from supper. There on my 
doorstep sat Taffy, Just as big as life and twice as natural. 

About 9 o'clock, I stepped out on the gallery in response to 
a bang on the scr.een door by old Grandpa, only to discover 
that Taffy had learned the same trick of catching a claw 
in the soreen and pulling the door so it would feang when 
released, ' * t . : 

The s ctioual circles which X laid out around th§ 
sun dial, „ giant's be^rd edged with nar$iseus bulbs 
is now ever so pietty, all the bulbs having, come into 
flower, making little broken oiroles of white against 
the accompanying ones of green, and the whole-seeming to 
be a xsg horticultural appendage of"the wite oolum and the 
metal dial. 

And now I must get some stuff done by way of a form 
letter to which the clippings from the Town Talk will be 
Joined, and thus. —I hope, - set the h, A. R, girls to 
work, further afield. 0 .. ; •. c _ 5 , . 

A nd so little ola Yucca will have to wait, although if 
he is really refloating his master's impulse, he must be 
kicking up his feathers in protest at the delay of the Tender 
leaf tea hotif. 
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Sunday, January 15th, 1950. 


Memorandum: 

How nice to find your elegant letter 
in Saturday's post. 


of Tuesday 


And thanks much-much for sharing thb enclosure with me, 
and for being so thoughtful as to send along the clipping 
of the new tfolrd Telegram Sun. I had not heard of the 
merger and of course was ever so interested, for I used 
to read the Sun religiously. Somehow I always used to like 
the Saturday edition particularly, it seemed so complete 
that it suggested the Sunday Times. And thanks for telling me 
that ,7ard Morehouse and H. I. Phillips are being carried 
over to the new set up. Somehow it seems especially wonderful 
to me that I. Phillips is still active for it seems to 

• me he must have been on the Sun for at least a million years. 

>?hen one paper absorbs another, one or the other dies, 
of course, and it seems too bad that the good old Sun, so 
iong such a distinguished Journal, should have to fold up. It 

• will forever be remembered, I suppose, *as*one of the great 
papers in the history of Mew York Journalism. 

I can't 'remember anything much about its editorial polioy, 
but I assume it was pretty much on the rugged individualist side 
if not ultra conservative. A^parantly I didn't read its 
editorials much more than I did the Times, but the paper had 
so many good features and such extensive news 'reports that 
it always stood high in my estimation. * I don't rerae ber 
if Herr Voltz read it or not but it seems to me he would 
have relished its completeness. * * 

^ am floored that you should have had another round of 
Houth Amerioan visitors., 1 never knew there were so many 
people in South Amerioa and that so few of them ever 
staid put". One great advantage in living in Mew York is 
the number of people you seeing passing through, and, you most 
certainly agree, it is its big disadvantage, too. 

Proportionately the same may be said of ^lrose, I reckon, 
but numerically we have the advantage on Cane River as opposed 
to you on the Hudson, « 













I 
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And while I think of it, let me refer to the Pilgrimage 
article. I have never sent it because Ora has never brought 
It TTaoir to me I have spoken to her about it a couple of 
times, and shall mention it again. Perhaps she has mis¬ 
laid it. I shall tr^ doing it again if it doesn't oome to 
hand shortly. There was a matter involving the big sum of 
one dollar, - aotually just that, which involved round 
after round of legal scuffling, and because of my desire 
to never involve such matters in local scrutiny, I 
leaned pretty heavily on °ra and her husband and they were 
ever so kind and-accommodating about the whole business 
that required quite a bit of their time and all their 
confidence. In view of these circumstances that transpired 
just at the time Ora had undertaken pasting the Pilgrim thing 
together, I hare naturally not felt impelled to make too 
much racket about’ the manuscript. I shall, however, 
ask about it again this foeek, but I mention the other 
matter in order that you may the better appreciate my 
inclination not to stir the‘Pilgrim too persistently. 

: 'j w' -» - ■ ■ sj. * t ' * 

Last night at sdpper, J. H. remarked that some colored 
man had just dropped by the store, remarking he had seen Dr. 

Wenk with the boys, in Cloutiervl-lle. This afternoon about 
3, Dr t Wenk appeared on my gallery with the two children. 

They were all in hunting costume. He sat of the gallery for 
a few moments chatting when some pilgrims came. I asked nothing 
about when he had arrived, and I suppose he assumed I believed 
he had merely spent the day in the hills with'his blunderbuss. 

He asked if «. H. was'in town. I told him I supposed so. He 
said he thought he would be.' Celeste's car was at 
her front door but he asked nothing about her and did not 
stop to see her. Where he spent the night, I wouldn't know 
and wouldn't oare. ^ast year he parked here. It is nice 
to know he found another habitation He was very friendly, as 
he invariably is"$ith me. I Suppose he didn't dare, had he 
v/anted to, pass by Geleste's, following the big raoket on 
Christmas night, for what with news ever reaching his wife 
that he had callefL next door, there would have been a gurantee 
of a panic, I suppose. 

# . m* J - -J K < - % 

It was good to have an aooount of your Hew Year's doings. 

It all sounded a little heotio and I am so glad you remained 
over night on Long Island. Isn't It good that you had a measure 
of quiet before the work week began again. I oertainly have 
been lucky these recent years to be able to’wind up the old 
nnd> begin the new year in the quiet of Yucoa. I must confess 
I do seem a little unsocial when I turn telescope on myself 
when considering suoh matters, but for tliose who must have a 
heap of excitement on that date, my presence would scarce be 
noted or my absence remarked, and so I salve my oonsoious, 
and confidentially I find myself as'happy as a clam enjoying 
the quiet of my own sooiety. little old Yucoa, my reading Machine 
and thoughts of others, with one of whom I somehow invriably feel 
such thoughts, regardless of space, are being shared....... 


January 16th, 1950. 


Memor andum: 




More rain and a little cooler, but mighty little work 
outside. 

But I had a fairly busy day’regardless, what with pilgrims 
this morning and a telephone from “*rs. Holloman, saying she 
would like to pass this way this afternoon. She oame and 
we did'quite a"bit of work, although hx her sister from 
Tennessee or some strange place came wit her, and three 
isn't so helpful in dictation. 

She did bring a couple of items with her of interest, in¬ 
cluding a note from the State Library quoting some authority on 
musical American, stating that in 1854 the Black Swan appeared 
in England where she gave a special performance for 
Queen Victoria 

She : is referred to as The Black Swan, born in 1809 and 
was buried in 1876 under the name of Slizabeth Taylor Greenfield. 
Good old lostell haEL' mentioned a pamphlet which he found mentioned 
as comprising some 18 or 20 pages, and I believe it is entitled 
Slizabeth Taylor Greenfield, the Black *>wan # Howard Tilden Tulane 
library does not possess a copy and so.we are casting about in 
Bhiladelphla^ _ the University and the Historical Society, for 
a copy ’ 

I shall be interested to learn how the Taylor gets into the 
picture, since the Black Swan took the name of her former • 
mistress - Greenfield, and „p ika to the present, I never 
heard he# mentioned as Elizabeth but rather as Eliza. As slaves 
had no last names, it will be interesting to disoover how that 
turned up. I take it that she must have begotten a 
family* since Mrs. Andrews of California must "be her grand¬ 
daughter. Perhaps Taylor was the husband's name but she retained 
the Greenfield as a last name beoause of her fame as a singer. 

Be that as it may, it is fun continuing the search fofr 
partioulars which do somehow seem to grow slowly but definitely. 

It is remarkable how close this lady nearly escaped contemporary 
recognition, for I reckon n 0 one would likely have given her 
much thought, had the letter Mrs. ^ore tossed into the trash basket 
at Connelly'8 Taven been permitted to remain.there. Surely she 
, - ^iss G r eenfield, not M rs , Moore, ought to get another grip 
on fame if, as I hope, the Picayune does give her a fair 
amount of space when the current artiole is ready for print. 




i 






c'jLucLeth^ 

fXsJxJln 


\jiLCy<JU~^u A*. .''*4. 
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I take it the Alexandria Town Talk must circulate a 
little up this way, in view of the telephone Celest had today 
from a nieoe or great niece, of^ Lestan Frudhomme. o ur 
favorite local diariest, * have forgotten what this woman’s 
name is. possibly Febillieux, or some such, but I do recall 
her first name is TJuiie , named after hasten’s sister. She 
asked Celeste if she thought I could ever been persuaded to 
come to -Natchitoches. It seems ^iss Julie has some old 
portraits*she wants me to see, and as she lived in the old 
house, - a charming one, built by Lestan's papa in the 1850’s, 

I shall wo-loome the opportunity to explore both-portraits-and 
h 0 me.It was so warm last night, I didn^t feel so very 
sleepy and so got around to read a couple of chapters from 
the Irwin or rather the “Durant volume on Philosophy. I like 
the study of Spinoza whose name somehow finally got changed 
to Spinoza. Mention was made about his visit, at the Commander's 
invitation, to visit the camp of the Prince of Conde in Holland, 
at some time or other when the -French and -uutch armies were in 
one of their endless scuffles. Nothing was said about 
his correspondence with the Princesse Palatine, Louis XIV’s 
sister-in-law, which used to be rather brisk}, if I reoall, 
but mention was made of Louis XIV's offer of a house 
in Paris for the noble philosopher. 

A little further along something like this struck me as 
gay, —Italy got the Renaissance, Germany the Reformation and 
Prance Voltaire. 

And did I mention the reference to Francis Bacon and his 
death in the early 1620's, as a result of over exposure when 
he experimented with stuffing chickens with snow on the assumption 
that thus frozen, inside and out, they might keep for an in¬ 
definite period. It seems .to be Standard Brands ought to 
l}ketsomething like that, especially as it transpired along 
about the time the Pilgrims were tripping over Plymouth Rook. 

Well, so much for a literary evening, which wont 
be per sudd much forther in the reading department tonight, 
for my sniffles have come back and my head feels owl-ish, 
and I think ^ shall fold up rather early. 

As for the enclosure, it speaks for itself. There is 
something rather odd about it in that reference is made to 
a "Mrs” somebody or other, and that letter Is from a descendant 
of Grandpare, who, in turn, as you will note, they refer to 
as a,negro. How the Pioayune never in its life ever.referred to 
any oolored. woman as "Mrs.*, and yet here that title is accorded her 
I suppose this notioe is put in to disoouragfc other Uetoyer 
descendants from taking : pen in hand, but would you think such a 
casual artiole would have impelled so much doings on any score,., 


Tuesday; January 17th, 1960 


Memorandum: 

t 

In accordance with your suggestion, I pass along 
the particulars regarding the Givil War illustrations. 

A great deal of fine script appears under each print, but 
it has to do with details regarding the battles and so 
I have not included it. 

The other letter from Alice's sister, ^ary Whitaker, 

, may or may not have passing interest. In the quotation she 
gives from the illustration of the Doe's a ead, you will 
notice the name Harris appears, - and possibly the other man 
who was closely associated with Audubon during the summer 
of the year noted in the quotation. The men were in the 
Mississippi Valley during that summer , but .n view of the 
mention of ^ount Vernon, 1 am a little at a loss to know just 
where that might have been. I doubt if it was the George 
M^Washington plantation in Virginia, and so far as'I know 

Audubon was not in -Natchez that summer, where there chanoes 
to be a ¥ount Vernon plantation i n the Kingston neigbhrohood, 
not far from Mantua. But this point is of scant importance, 
although I may eventually traoe it down. * 

, The weather remains much too warm, and it tempted me 
, to gar4en today, but my sniffles are still with me, and I 
thought it wise not to get up to my hips j_n suoh business 
until 1 am rid of my cold. « 

Accordingly I remained rather close to jnwYucca, and 
was glad -I did so, for Mrs. ^olloman passed this way, and I 
am glad I didn't miss her, for she had some data that was of 
considerable interest regarding the Metoyer geneology. 

The artiole in the Pioayune, whioh 1 forwarded in my 
last Memo, set her to work trying to establish the actual 
birthplace of Augustin ^etoyer, in order that she might 
pass along particulars to the Pioayune. I think she is 
"singing songs to a dead mule", so far as the Picayune goes, 
for I doubt if its editors care a hooot about the matter, 
hut I am glad she felt moved to do so, since she was able to 
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You will reoall that in his Will, Grandpere didn't 
mention his son, Louis. If today's Church records she 
photo-stated are correct, Grandpere never had a son "by the 
name of Louis. 


Wednesday, January 18th, I960 


According to her reoord, - from the St. Augu tin 
Churoh, Thomas Metoyer (white) had a number of children, 
the first horn being twins, Augustin (Grandpere) and 
Suzanne, and then came several others, including Louis, 
in the enumeration of Augustin's children no mention is 
made of any Louis, and so I assume that the young Louis who 
built the big house at Melrose in 1833, must have been 
the son of old Louis, brother of Augustin, and as old Louis 
died in 1832, I take it old Louis lived at *ucca which must 
'have been abandoned by young ^ouis for the big house (Melrose) 
when the old man died. 

.*Jrs. ■“■olloman is giving me copies of the photo-staat material 
and we shall eventually incorporate them with our data. The 
Suzanne mentioned by Dr. Overdyke in his letter to me some months 
ago, must have been not Augustin's twin sister, but perhaps 
a daughter of Orandper'e, - the Suzanne who was the largest 
slave holding planter of the female persuasion in Louisiana. 

I apologizb for burdening you with all these details, but 
since I have dwelt on related matters so extensively in the 
past, I send these new factors along for what they are worth, 
and if you wish, shhll be glad to send along the photographio 
^copies of the ieoords when they come to hand. One disturbing 
thing about the records is that they are records contrived in 
the 1880's, more than a hundred years after Grandpere's birth. 

I can't imag tie why these records covering births, marriages and 
deaths a century earlier, should have been set down, and 
are considered authentic by the ^hurch, unless, perhaps, 
the earlier records had become so frayed.that a transcript— 
had to be made, and was so made, with the result that some 
clerioal numb-skulll at some later date, "cleaned up" the 
place, and destroyed the books which had been compiled at 
'the beginning of the advent of civilization this area. 


Memorandum 


meandering secretariat hasn't appeared, and so I have a 
bit of mail tucked in my armoir to be absorbed either later tonight 
or on the morrow. 


lady doctor, in the home Lestan, father of the diarist, built 
in the 1850's.' The'present ^iss Julie, perhaps in her 60|s, is 
the daughter of Sado, brother, —the younger brother, of Lestan, 
the diariest. The house was built for comfort and for indi idual 
privacy. The central hall, for example, has its doors on each 
side so placed that no one in a drawing room on one side of the 
hall can be seen be anyone in a drawing room on the opposide side 
of the hall. Both sides of the house have doors giving into 
rooms sO that one may enter or leave without having to go through 
the central hall. Lestan, the diariest, had his apartment on the 
second floor. The dining roOm, in an elongated oblong, runs 
three quarters of the way across the back of the house. At one end of 
this room is a fire place, while at the opposite end is a little 
enclosed staircase, at the foot of which is tlqe .side door which 
Lestan used to enter or leave the house, and while the door actually 
gives into the dining room, the little stairoaseousts off a section 
of the room, and one may still see the rods where the aurtain 
blocked off the tiny vestibule from the dining room, so that 
Lestan, the diarist, might come in or go out without getting tangled 
up with any dinner parties that might ohanoe to be in progress. 

At the b^ck of the house is a two* soty "L", - the pantry, 
kitchen, cook 8 quarters, etc., and there is much b.riok pavement remain¬ 
ing of what was originally an entire garden paved with, brik, save for 
the sections in which shrubs and plants flourished 

• 

Miss Julie has many souvenirs of "little" Lesan, letters, books, 
eto. Celeste and Madam Regard were present and Miss Julie's 
sister, Clothilda, (Mrs. Lester Hughes), and so talk was 
brisk*and of necessity light. I shall go back again to ohat with 
Mis8 Julie alone - . 


I heard one thing of a c ntemporary panic which I want to pass 
along. What the flew *ork press could do with this, if It should fall 
into the proper hands. It was recited by Miss Glothilde, whose 
husband is the Natchitoches District attorney. .. 

iSaoh season a variety of entertainments, lectures, etc., invariably 

?^®f ented 4 . at the c°llage, - Cornelia w tie Skinner, Martha ^raham, 
“ymphonies, etc,, and among the other items scheduled .for this season 
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mads by the college committee. Among those so many in the present 
list, are two negroes, whom the oamnittee assumed were probably 
ehauflers or so such, and reservations were accordingly made 
with Dr. Johnson, the Hatchitoohes negro physician, who usually 
attended to the housing of people of color in such cases. 

* • , 

But picture the consternation of the oldsters on the 
committee, when, as of yesterday, I believe, it was discovered that 
there are two characters in the Shakespearean piece who are 
colored, and the two negroes for whom reservations were made were 
not chauffeurs or sevants but actually members of the cast. 

Some of the old die-hards are frantic, for, as they see and 
fear; if negro actors were ever permitted to perform at the 
college, all the negroes in the world would next be trying to 
matriculate for courses, and that, of course, would simply kill 
the stiff necked. At first the idea occured to them that the 
performance should be cancelled, but as the contract would then 
force the committee to pay for the performance regardless, and 
subscribers would thus be cheated out of their tickets, that 
presented a problem. Then there was hopes that some white people, 
blacked up, might be substituted, but some twist or other 
makes that impossible. At the moment, everyone is going around 
in circles and no solution has been discovered v 


interruption..... 

1 have read your elegant letter, one of the grandest efer coming 
to hand, J*ow sweet of you to say so many lovely things. It was 
nice you saved the account of the D. A. R. doings unti^an hour of 
guaranteed quiet, even though the report on that paroiular day 
must have been pretty dull reading, set forth in Time Table style, 
if I remember correotly. But in spite of its humdrum recital, 
i,t apparantly- oonveyed a couple of thoughts intended expressly 
for you and, I, in turn, are as 'happy now as you were on that 
pccasion, what with your letter to make life worth while. 

And'thanks for telling me about new aspects of Manhattan, 
t,he situation of the new United Rations headquarters, which sounds 
fabulous, and all. And the dipping is timely, too, about the 
Princeton publication of volume 1 of the Jefferson papers. The 
book on Jefferson I am reading is by Dumas Malone, and is being 
effected, - there are to be several volumes, from funds provided by 
the ^ookekerfeller Foundation, - the -^aura Spellman, branch, I suppose 
It is dull enough, in a way, and yet dull only as concentrated food 
is dull, so that hard tack for the casual person becomes 
excellent fare for the enthusiastic soldier in such fields of 
endeavor. 


And,down 1 fold, but little Yucca is so beautiful in the 
r -^eaf section, I shall not'hftve him jumpiqg OoqaOola bottles for 
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Thursday, January 19th, 1950, 


Memorandum: , 

It's Arenbourg's birthday, in spite of, and in part because of 
the sudden drop in the temperature to around 40. The dampness 
continues. 

Barly this morning I found an excellent opportunity to 
obtain some gardenias, and what with the promise of widely scattered 
showers, the moment seemed-perfect for making the most of 
the unexpected availability of some exceptionally nice plants, 
perhaps a couple of feet high, and withal ever so bushy* And so 
I laid hold on them and my dint of much marching up and down the 
road, succeeded in getting them planted before the*thermometer 
began dropping around noon. I placed them in Unit JS'o. 3, in an 
uneven line among the magnolias and lilies hard by the dividing 
line between Arenbourg and Uncle d'Or's. I think they should 
form a nice back-drop in such a situation, as view from almost 
any place along the terrace. The ground is terribly rich, having 
once been the sight of an ante bellum barn, A couple of years 
ago I set out a flock of them in the same situation but 
the prolonged dought "cooked" everyone of them before they had a 
chance to demonstrate what they oould do on such rioh fare. Per¬ 
haps this year's amounts of rain and sun will be in better balance 
and some of these willtake hold. At least they are starting out 
under favorable oircumstances, and so their chance of survival 
is at least a little over 50 per cent. 

I have read a little more from the • U uraas Malone Jefferson, 
and I finijl it the most complete thing I have run into, including 
the Bower s biography. I believe this long work ends with Mr. 
Jefferson*s departure'for xiiurope. I certainly hope the author 
succeeds in completing that sucoeding volume soon, for that 
ought to make excellent reading, if carried out with the same 
regard for detail as the present first volume exhibits. 

I am glad yod heard a portion of "Mlssimo's" speeoh, just 
prior for her departure for Formosa. I missed it. The racket 
that exploded over the radio last night when there was muoh to do 
about releasing some version of the Wallaeereport of 1944 or when¬ 
ever, regarding Washington's attitude toward the"Genissimo" 
recalled to mind how Donald of °hina had had hard going, se 
far as Mr. Big of China was concerned. I find myself in a 
quandary as to 'where I stand in regard to all this business. I 
hear so uoh talk about "political parties" in w hina, and yet I 
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cannot imagine suoh a thing Democracy applied to hundreds of 
millions of starving, unedufiated people is perfectly ridioulous, 
of course. Obviously there must he some kind of a Mogul to 
direot such a mass, and I incline to think China was luoky during 
the years she had the "Missimo" to temper the pOlitioal 
hurricanes, 

Except for a very few characters in the political merry-go- 
round as were rattled off by the reader of the Donald book, 

I kept in mind but a few with any distinction as to which might 
be which, Apparantly Donal, —and the author of the book, _ 


Friday, January 20th, 19*60 


had considerable admiration for some young Marshall,from the 
northern provinces, but at the present moment I have no idea if 
this may be the man currently in power in Had China, The 
youth to which considerable spaoe was given had originally 
dominated ^anahuxla h u t later, on Donald's recommendation, 
merged his forces with the "Genissirao 1 s". Donald made a 
tour of Europe with the young Marshal .in the 1930's, when 
everyone was on friendly terms, - the four I mean, 'It was 
the same “arshal who later had something to do with the kindnapping 
and then the releasing of the , "Genissimo", Donald wrote several 
people the man was unquestionably a potential power in the future 
of China. I wonder if he could be the same one that is temporarily 
on top ^ this new Red set up # 

The local tendency for flying up and down the road seems to 
be going full tilt, again. Yesterday J. n, spent the day in Baton R< 

returning after middight. And before noon today, be was off 

aghin for Hew Orleans I wouldn't know why he didn't spend 
the night in Baton ^o'ftge and proceed from there, instead of coming 
all the way back here, just to start baok over the same road again 
this morning. Celeste takes M adam Regard to Mansura tomorrow, and 
will leave her there when she returns here Saturday, to start out 

with n . for -lemphis on Sunday, to be gone for two or three days. 

It makes mo tired, just to think about it. But they all seem 
to relish it, and so long as X don't have to follow suit, I am 


I had in mind to set out some Pink Perfection cameiias 
this season, and I may be able to find some later, but 
thev are rather scaroe and incline toward being expensive. 

I did find some Opalousas Pinks, however, and as they are 
quite lovely, too, I invested in them at this go-round. 

It remains cloudy and damp but it is warmer and 
thus is advantageous for'planting, and for the next year, 
we ought to keep our fingers crossed, so far as these 
items go, and I hope they will go on for a oouple of hundred 

vears at leadt. 1 . .- 

I talked with Alexandria this morning ana was perfectly 
delighted when told I could cha't with Dr.Rand who is home 
from the hospital. He fold me he was able to sit up for 
an hour yesterday and is already making plans to pass some 
time at "his oarac. 1 reckon that may be a few months yet, but 
it is good to know he is looking forwardwith eagerness to suoh 
an outing. He had majiy things to tell me about hie reading, 
and I recommend 'the Dumas Malone bo’ok to hini which I think h 
will relish especially the sections touching on gardening 
at Montidello, etc. 

t 

And as I d'isoonneot the Alexandria hook up a call came 
through from Hatchez.* It was none other than Mrs. Friday 
Byrnes. The connection was fair and I made the most of the 
opportunity to make inodiry regarding half a dozen points, since 
my g tapevine in Adams County seems to be an intermittent 
soft of instrument. Roane called to ask if she might make 
clans to drop over this way with Alice before long. It seems 
AUce plans to visit Hatches btfore long, - "before long" being 
Alice's phrase, and one which only Bhe would know the meanin 6 of 
Roane says Alice's book seems to be going along alright and 
everybody in Batchez, of course, is picturing himself or herself 
in one character's role or another, xioane says she nas 




I 
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Mrs. Moore's house, somewhere in the neighborhood of 
Arlington. As those two ladies have been good friends for 
so many* years 1 ana have many mutual enthusiasms, they 
ought to find common satisfaction in dwelling under the 
same roof, I imagine. I imagine I am definitely not in 
Mrs. Moore's good graces, but perhaps this new association 
may repair destroyed fences, - or tear down more. The 
important thing is that Mrs. Brandon is apparantly alright, 
and is going to remain in ^atohea, which, for her sake, I am 
ever so glad, for I doubt if the Atlanta sojourns were ever very 
ir'e’stful or satisfactory to her, except for her association with 
her sister, 

T asked Roane about oil. She said she 'had to admit that 
a well had been brought in on her Beverly-Plantation, slap 
across the road from la Maisonette which she rigged up for 
DV. Miller years ago I assume Roane 'has always had 
wealthy, and now, o'f course, this oozing of black gold will 
pile up additional reserves. Just another illustration in 
the opulent ■ u atchez country of the old saw;"Him what's got, gits." 

Sometime I would ask you, or rather, I ask you if sometime,- 
and ther is no rush about it, - would kindly look in the 
Manhattan telephone book, for a thing which may be listed as 
"Society of the Blessed Martin". Eventually I should 
like to write to that organization whiuh, if memory severs, 
used to be situated in or near East 51st Street. I don't 
know how such Societies, - if they be, *• are listed in the 
Classified Book, but possibly a telephone bo somebody like 
your friend, Francis, Cardinal Spellman, may produce the 
address. I pray you, however, not to go to any troulbe 
about this business, for if it doesn't turnup, - the listing,- 
at first glance in the telephone book, just let me know and I 
can telephone Bishop Greoo of Alexandria, and T presume he 
will be able to supply the address. At the moment T can't 
think why I want to write that Society, except that, if and 
when Yucca gets jacked up again, I propose to go -ahead with 
the Chapel, and it is possible that the Society may be interested 
in the business, should they be advised of the plans. 

may have mentioned in an earlier letter that Miss Sally 
nearly when wild with joy when she heard I was contemplating 
suoh a business and offered to assist me in every way. Off hand 
I can't think how she could do a single solitary thing to 
help, exopet to brow-beat the local priests to consecrate 
the thing* but I think 1 can do that under my own steam. 

I can't imagine a Catholic Priest lending himself to blessing 
,a Chapel contrived under the roof of a non-Catholio, but 
if the local one should balk,* I think I could push the Alexandria 
Bishop into making a trip up here to do the business, and that 
would really occasion a flurry in local Catholic* dove oots. 

Well, Lord so things turn, and don't you think a bowl of 
Opolousas Pinks at the feet of black old Martin ought to be nice. 
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Sunday, January 22nd, 1950, 


Memorandum:- 

Human being being what they are, you will take it as 
a matter of course that 1 am complaining that it is too humid 
outside and too laoking of humid qualities inside. 

In short, somewhere or other a water pipe has broken and 
the result is that all faucets are dry. And I want to plunge 
about in ray tub, - but not in a dry one. 

But tomorrow is another day and Puny will be here before 
dawn if he doesn't encounter too many beer bottles tonight, 
and thus I shall be able to work on my long beard by sun up, - ■ 
or failing that, 1 can at least take a short swim in Cane River, 
what with the thermometer in the upper 70's. 

It seems to have -been a fairly busy week end, but I don't 
seem to-recall why Saturday was especially so. Today, however, 
there were lots of pilgrims, and that somehow always eats up 
time alramingly fast. But I was glad to see Ed and Horace Rand 
this morning. They came by on a dual errand, to tell me of 
their father's progress, which seems to be satisfactory, and 
Ed wanted to take up the matter of a letter I wrote him, re¬ 
commending that Mot Wells have its named ohanged to .A lexandria 
Sua He said he had shown it to several member of the 
-Stltaber of Commeroe and they want to know if they may publish it 
in some paper or magazine or some suoh and if they may use it 
on the air. I told therp to go ahead, although frankly I don t 
remember now much about,it, since I merely tossed the thing 
off in a gay mood, and since the thing was intended solely 
for Ed l oertainly made no effort to keep the thing within 
such-bounds as publio gaze might recommend. But it seems 
that the Chamber likes the idea and wants to do something about 
it, and they certainly have my benediction, if anything i 
had to say will be of servioe. 

And this morning, too, 1 was delfghted to haye a flock 
of Viennese youths and maidens who were charming. They seem 
to be a group here from Austria,o n some kind of a Choral or 
group singing tour, and were scheduled to perform at the 
college this afternooon. 1 promised to tune in, but too 
many other people got between me and my rauip. The youths 
retained the military correctness approaohing the mechanical 
in.their bowing and handshaking, and the little gestures 
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brought back, a whole nock of memories of different climes and 
different civilizations, and their Shadows striking against 
the bac drop of Chinese magnolias and bamboo were somehow 
•more than shadows, and I found myself hoping a few petals 
would get tangled in their ourls and thus take back a frangrance 
of lazier days and ways when Cane River has disappeared and 
the blue Danube has come back into focus, 

I can't say the magnolias are at heir best, but probably 
are seen to best advantage this week end, since it seems improbable 
another week of high temperatures can possibly ensue, and of 
course one good frost, and this year's flowering will be 
finished. .But I am glad they could see this manifestation of 
a "flowering G ongo" in an American setting, for it may provide a 
pleasant memory when they glance backward in days and years to come. 

A stilted dinner with Dan, after which he returned to town, 
and the rest of the day I was quite alone oh the plantation, ex¬ 
cept for a few negroes who were all showing signs of too much merri¬ 
ment on Saturday night. 

I was glad to see Dr. and Mrs. Coombs with some guests of 
theirs. I volonteeered a tour for their guests, more on the 
horticultural side than the historic, and that was pleasant. I 
' did not ask them to sit down, however, and it was as well they 
, didn't linger .too long, for there were other people, mostly on the 
dull-side, . 

I did rea 4 quite a bit last night before folding up my 
beard, and am convinced the Dumas ^alone Jefferson is about the 
-completeat picture of his oolonial life that one is ever likely 
to run aorosss. Re could have dwelt longer on doings at Monticello 
when the hessians were quartered in the neighborhood, but that is 
because I could stand a whole book on that section instead of a few 
pages. He himself says that many will find the space allotted to 
Jefferson as Governor foo wearisome and it does.cover a period 
in which n obody shines to advantage, due in part, thinks Mr. '“alone, 

O vv to the fact that the Constitutional amendments or rather constitutional 

limitations iposed on the Governor made it difficult for him to do 
uch any way, and apparantly in those years, at least, Mr. Jefferson s 
medium wasn't so much executive as legislative nthinkable in 
the role of.dictator, admirable as a philosopher and an initiator 
of legislation. 

Well, so much for the book Review business, and I shall 
be depressed When X am done with'the book, for like wading 
through some of Saint Simon, some of it may seem a little too 
detailed while being perused, but one suddenly reoognizes with 
regret that.with the closin of the.book, a doorway has been closed 
on a whole era, a phase of life at once fascinating and fabulous. 

It is almost 9 and X h$ve a few things to attend to, including 
a trip to the cistern for even though little old *ucca may not go 
swimming in the tub, at least a couple of turns in the Tender -^eaf 
department are quite withi u the realm of reality forthwith. 


Monday, January 23rd, 1950. 


Memorandnrac 

How nice to have your elegant letter of Tuesday, the 
17th. I haven't quite finished it as yet, as one of my little 
. helpers was called away and the other hasn't appeared as yet. 

If he does come, fine, and if he doesn't, they the armoir 
will hold more happiness for me on the morrow. 

And Jiow thoughtful of you to send me page 2 of the 
Picayune. "A fair exchange is no ‘reobbery" according to the 
-old adage, and what with my copy having gon forward to you, 
we. are now both possessed of the same item. I have 
a letter to send, which X diotated to Mrs. Holloman for her to 
send to the Bieayune in pursuance' of the article in question. 

It is yith a batch of stuff that X want to run through, for 
I haven t had.it read back as yet, and so I shall send it 
along shortly, and perhaps you may want to attach it in the 
neighborhood of the clipping itself, as it is in pursuance of 
that one. 

And thanks for telling me of the curiously little issuing 
and withdrawing o| the invitation to the -^resident's 
daughter. X hadn t heard anything about it and was ever so 
eager, of course,-tofhave the details. In line with such business, 
that section of Helen's letter which went forward to you yesterday 
will be to the point,— her reference to the doings of the 
League of Women . Voters. 

c ^ j V w 

The warm weather continues to obtain, and what with R. 
being away, X made the most of the opportunity to get a big 
sweep done at “elrose, with six men cutting bamboo all day, 
and with the prospect of twice as many on the morrow. Last year 
there was scant opportunity fof such business, and this on¬ 
slaught not only makes up for two years but also affords 
a heap of less virile stuff to make a go of it, since nothing 
in the plant world I ever head of has a chance to grow in 
opposition to bamboo which literally "takes the place" if 
not slashed down once in a while. It seems so odd that M r . 
Bachelier and several people in town never had any luck 
making the stuff grow. I never have much luck making it stop. 

Mr. Baohelier was forever after me to try planting some at 
Arenbroug but I never wood. I can have enough fun keeping up 
with the weeds without taking on a bamboo forrest. 
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r.n.. 


As anticipated, Puny* was here at^ dawning, and it was 
good to have oceans of water swirling\about in the dried up hath 
of Sunday night, ^ 

But each day brings its measure of mystery, and today's 
is of quite a different order. A few little mioe got passed 
Grandpa, and somehow entered Yucca which is more or less tight 
adn seemingly impregnable. 1 reckon they may have dashed in .* 
an open door at sometime when pilgrims were souffling about. .Z 
1 have been setting a trap for them nightly and catching one v 
for Grandpa's breakfast each morning.' The'trap is one of those 
flat pieces of wood with a heavy wire that slaps over when 
sprung, and usually knooks the unfortunnate'mouse into the 
next world in a twinkling. This morning about 4 o,'clock I 
heard the thing bang in its usual manner, but it was a dis¬ 
appointed Grandpa who greeted me at the door a first day for 
I could find neither the mouse nor the trap. The Dark Duke 
passed this way this noon, and I set him to work filing the 
one or the other which I suppose must be somewhere here in 
my ; boudoir, but he had no better luck than I, He finally 
came to the conclusion that the mouse is hiding the trap and 
is a-fixin'" to set it for me tonight which is a topical 
Dark Duke twist. Apparantly he doesn't know the .verb tiptoe 
for he only usuai uses the first syiable, and when he departed, 
he grinned wide and said: 

"When you're fixin’ to take off your shoes tonight 
and thinkin about a-headin for bed, you better be sure you 
tip light about the house for that old mouse will sure enouph 
have his trap all sot by then." 

t 

My M r . Brew returned for a few moments, and so I have 
the balance of your letter, *he oippings go into the armoir for 
tomorrow s delectation. x am so glad to know what is going on 
in theatrio^l and literary circles. I hope the Martha Graham 
things aren t too ultra Pioasso, I think her oriental dances are 
the most pleasing to my taste. That Rodgers and ^amerstein should 
have tossed off another opus. The Happy Time, seems nothing short 
?* a r !?? rd in s P e 9 d . Dick-Rodgers never struok me as being any¬ 
thing like Barnett ^ane, but their volume seems suggestive 
of a common parent. The South African story sounds wonderful, and 
I am so glad you mentioned it, for often I reverse the card on 
cartons containing novels without ever taking them from the Post 
Office, i should not like tox®Mii±»n miss the one you mention. 

And may I congratulate you on your remarkable memory. Yes 
there are cottonwoods on the margin of Gane River at Arenbourg 
but how you. ever remembered that is remarkable. I shall 
spend much of the morrow at Arenbourg, for Mgi rosQ doesn't 
need me in the bamboo department and I am bound to stir things 
a st J; ok - whe £ e Gpo^ousas Pinks are doing business 


Tuesday, January 24th, 1950. 


Memorandum: 

* > •' t 

Brom were I sit, we appear to be up to our hips in summer. 

With all doors open the balmy breeze from the South is blowing 
tons of perfume from the Chinese magnolias through Yucoa, and 
a pretty moon temps me to trudge up the road for a little turn 
before calling it a day. 

And it has been a pleasant'day, quite aside from the 
delicious weather, for I was busy from first day until dark, and 
although a little tired physically I seem ready for communing 
with the stars before folding up m$ beard. 

~ 1 ■ - t V - > • • - v* - 

• _ f • 

I had-a good go at things in various sections of Arenbourg, 
and it is pleasant to report that thus far the new camelias and 
gardenias are looking as pert as possible. Perhaps they will be able 
to get well established before the ineveitable “inter swoops down 
and ruins other foolish trees and bushes that seem to be going 
ahead, regardless of the calendar, just'as though Spring had 
arrived. 

Iturned more men than I had anticipated into the bamboo 
this morning, .perhaps a dozen or more. But those who had 
labored yesterday should have known the ropes and so be able to 
acquaint their new associates with the mystieries of the doings. 

But whether they did or not, I didn’t care, for I had determined 
on Arenbourg, end Arenbourg it was that reoeived my attention. 

This afternoon, right after dinner, X had some Orinoco banana roots 
set out at the A1 orth Hast and •“orth West corners of the Afrioan House. 
The Oiinooos are the larger variety, you may reoall It has 
always seemed to me that anything so definitely African should have 
a suggestion of banana plants in its neighborhood, and this summer 
we shall see what the effeot may be. 

People came from Washington, D. Q.' by appointment, and 
some other folks from South Louisiana and some from town, but X 
give them scant time, for quite unexpectedly Mrs. Holloman and 
her sister arrived, and X wanted to devote most of the afternoon 
to them. We didn't get muoh dictation done but I did learn quite 
a few things of interst about A ’ew u rleans doings and various 
.efforts being made to traok down additional particulars about 
the Black Swan, etc. I AlBo wanted to give some other letters f»r 
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data oovering Augustin Mgtoyer 1 s mother. Some rumor onoa had 
it that as a slave she had belonged to 3t. Denis, and I have 
Sent off inquiries tb various places where data regarding the 
property of 3t. Denis might still be extant. 1 think, most of 
the early french grants to property in this area, turned over 
to the Spanish in 1763, were moved to *ensecola, floriday, the 
Spanish chief repository in colonial times, and were never turned 
back to the french when "apoleon when Douisiana went baok to the 
french. *t is my understanding they were transported first to 
Havana and'thence to Segovia, Spain where the college or monastery 
where they were housed was destoryed by fire during the scuffling 
that went on m Spring in the 1930's, : perhaps 1937. Still there 
is always a chance that some family papers may be uncovered, and 
these we shall pursue. 

Mrs. n olloman saw Miss Alberta on Saturday or Sunday. I 
understand she saw fostell, too. You will be amused to learn that 
little ^iss Alberta confided to “hrs. u olloman that I am an 
atheist. Little ^iss A. is such an understanding soul. 

As for the Enclosure, you will enjoy Mary's letter. Her^ 
review of ^lice's book has an interesting slant. I can’t subscribe 
to all her ideas, but 1 find she expresses them interestingly. 

‘■’omehow there seemed to be a shade of conservatism I hadn’t expected, 

I must say it does seem rather long since I wrote her inquirying 
about u rs. Brandon, but I don't blame her for not writing, she 
has such a busy day forever confronting her, I don't know how 
she got the idea I did the telephoning the other day, but 
apparantly the fact that telephone connection had been established 
as between Roane and flte, did have an effect. 

I can't subscribe to her position that one shouldn't 
discuss the curious doings in "ntchez merely because one knoww 
its people and 'has family connections there. On that 
theory, the Southern Congressmen would be justified in forbiding 
anyone to discuss lynohing, since only "those living in the hill¬ 
billy sections of Georgia or I'ennesseee should be entitled to 
disouss man’s inhumanity to man exoept in spots where suoh 
crimes against civilization take place. 

And If, as was so much the case in ^atohez, the local residents 
set themselves up as something extra special for the rest of 
the world to admire, then they should be the last ones to 
objeot if people did stop to examine them a little. u f course 
whet really is killing them is that one of their own fellows has 
had the courage and good sense to set them out as they really 
are. I haven t seen anything about Alice's book, of course, and 
so have no means of knowing anything as to its value, but if 
she did give some of those stuffed shirts a good going over, I 
am all in favor of that part of it. 

Yucoa and little I 

ucoa,— 


Wednesday, January 26th, 1960. 


Memorandum: 

_ t 

Again it's Arehbourg's birthday. 

Somehow I don't seem to get much of a kick out of a 
social frolic among human being but I never seem to tire of 
Arnebourg's anniversaries, and wheaver the s ightest excuse obtains, 
whether it be some strain of music like She Waltz of the Flowers 
or merely an impulse'to dig in theground, I find myself in the 
midst of my own doings, but going full swing, and liking it. 

. * 

Be that as it may, I heard tractors going full tilt in the 
direction of the old Jean Baptiste Metoyer plantation, aoross the 
river and just below St. A gustin's yesterday morning. One of 
the Melrose tractor drivers told me it looked as though 
the Jones people who now own the place, were ploughing in the 
spe near the house where once a lovely garden had been cultivated 
from the time Grandpere's twin sister had lived on the place and 
where the largest of the mulatto houses had stood until a few years 
ago. No muoh had survived the devastation of the years, but I 
did remember to ancient gardenia bushes, and so I galloped over 
to ask if they would care to sell these. They would. It is 
wonderful how people are willing to sell som&thing if somebody 
else will only stay the owner's ploughs long enough to rescue 
the thing fyora utter eradication. 

It wasn't the best type of weather obtaining for transplanting, 
what with the unusual warm weather continuing and a spanking breeze 
from the Gulf. I don't know if these old bushes even have a 
ghost of a chance, what with the sap up when it should be do«n 
and the drying breeze blowing so lustily; But then I remembered 
Mr. Bachelier's sage admonition: "The time‘to transplate is 
when you are ready, regardless of the season", - and while I 
can't subscribe to this in every instance, still here was an 
emergency. 

And so I dug the plants and transported them to the terraoe 
at Arenbourg,,trimming them baok severely so that the root 
system wouldn t feeli too great a strain on it oommisary department 
to supply food at a time when normally the bushes would be 
dormant. It seemed to me worth the chance, how ever, and while 
there probably is nothing very speoial about the flowers that 
may develops, still they will be of the old fashioned variety, 
and sentimentally it will be pleasant to have these fragrant 
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reminders of an ante bellum gaaden of the Metoyers blooming on 
down through the middle of the 20th aentury. 

•A rather heavy mail' today, made up to a ; large extent of trash, 
impelled me to do a bit of trash basket dumping, and I notioe 
I inadvertently disposed of a letter from Robina which I intended 
sending along. It covered nothing of particular interest, except 
that she said she had had a letter from 81 Charlotte Street, 
thanking her for a Christmas gift, - pleasantly surprising since 
she had sent neither a gift nor a card. Gertrude Robters Smith 
said that she heard from little Cammie from time to time and that 
as she was exactly like her Mother and therefore capable of 
acquainting her with all .news about Melrose, she doesn t 
write me, now that the Madam has gone, knowing that it would 
be difficult for me to find anyb'ody to read a letter, Don t 
you love all that. I have written G. R. S. perhaps four or five 
times since November of a year ago but as I have never had 
a response, I* have let the contact lapse. It is heartening to 
know she gets adequate particulars about Melrose from Sister, 
and so relieve me of the pleasure ahd responsibility I had 
experienced in the past in regard to 81 Charlotte. 

• ~ ‘ ... . . , V 

In the literary department, I have finished with the 
Dumas Malone opus ahd am impatient to know when the next volume, 
devoted to Jefferson's European experiences, is scheduled for 
publication. This first volume is really excellent and more 
complete than anything I have ever read before. In this took, 
ot$'~is oousoious of a degree of sadness that must have permeated 
Jefferson s life that other biographies seem to have given 
^less femphasiB. Malone points out that in building Monticello, 
Jefferson's expenditures were well within the bounds of wisdom 
in so far as his personal fortune at the time was concerned, 
for his own inheritence, fclus that of his wife's, provided him 
with ample means for such an undertaking. But because of 
the melting away of the Virginia currency values following 
the Revolution, plus the faot that due to some legal twist, 
he had to pay twioe for certain debts that caught up with 
his wife's estate, his financial burdens'from the 1770's were 
al ays pressing. And then there was the extremely painful 
scandal centering around extra marital relations, prior to 
his marriagel in connection with the wife of one of his neighbors, 
whioh tormented him all during his Presidential years. Jefferson 
affirmed the relationship as having taken place prior to his 
own marriage, but the bag in the case, who must have been a 
terrific! bag to bring the matter up not at the time but only 

after JefferSon had become Minister to France^.these and 

his own deep affeotion for Mrs. Jefferson and for his ohildren, 
must have constantly kept a oloud on his otherwise serene 
horizon. * 

Grandpa has been knocking at the screen door and so I have 
responded with a sauoer of milk. And through wat is left of 
the bamboo hedge, I notioe a light shining from the windows of the 
house aoross the fence, so the Memphis hejir #ust be concluded. 
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Thursday, January 26th, 1950. 


Memorandum: ^ 

t * . 7 

I wonder if summer can really be coming to a close at 
long last. Tonight the static was so trememndous I couldn't 
hear any of the local stations, k indicating, I assume, 
that t he cold front which passed Arkansas yesterday but got 
stalled above Shreveport, may actually be breaking through. 

I shall believe winter when it arrives, however, for the 
thermometer remained in the 80's today, and among other things, 
the banana plants which shouldn't bat an eye last before mid March 
are already up a foot or more. -It is all so confusing. 

My morning was busy, and as usual on Thursday, it was 
broken inhalf by the advent of Dr. Knipmayer. I had hoped 
he could read a letter for me, - from Miss Eellie, which none 
of my secretaries could decipher. But just as we tried to un¬ 
ravel it, Celeste dropped by with one of her local prelates, Father 
Colvard or some such, and so Miss Bellie's epistle will have 
to wait. - 

Celeste took off again this noon for Mansura, but will 
be back sometime Friday. 

Everything' seemed lovgly in Memphis but I heard no news 
of interest. Dr. Knipmayer remarked that the ■ u ew Orleans paper 
reported that J. M t » s name topped the list of something or other 
about the Cotton Gounoil, but so far as I know, that isn't news, 
for he is on so many Federal Boards that a half dozen more or less 
wouldn't reveal anything unusual. 

I sampled aother book last.night, and liked what I read. 

It is "Civilization on Trial by Arnold J. Toynbee, or some such 
name.. I wish old Xenophon would pay attention to my suggestion 
and have the name of the title and author spelled out. 

•- « ' • 

I shall not attempt to retail what-I have read thus far 
but I shall remark on a point or two that * think interesting, 
such as the faot, as he points out, that Science has established 
that man has lived on the earth at least 600,000 years, and 
yet during only 5 thousand years does there appear to have been 
anything like what we style civilization. 'What in the world 
was 'going on during the other 695,000 yeafis, —if anything. 

Of oourse I realize that 696,000 years and a niokle might buy one 
a oup of coffee, but still I find speculating off 'Sh.'oh matters to 
my liking. 
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Dr. Toynbee, if that r 's the way it is spelled, thinks that 
in thd final consideration of life, about the only thing that 
really matters much is religion He thinks that all of the 
15 or 20 civilizations the world has known, all of them have 
cracked up and gone to pot as a result of the various grades 
of society, the various classes they developed, which, in the end, 
tore them to pieces. He says it is a misfortune we don't know 
a little bit about,the religious of other peoples, and he feels 
,that the vast number of people living under the sign of Islam may 
eventaully give the wheel of Civilization another turn, after Wester 
Civilization 'has played out. He says that one thing about the 
people in Islam, they are not race conscious, and what with 
race and class consciousness being so prominent in our own contemporry 
civilization, it may^ be that in the end, we shall break down on 
that score, - unless we can take a page from Islam and try to 
eradicate such "holier than thou attitudes. 

- O 

Eventually, perhaps, all the phurch-goers will suddenly 
drop dogfna and start practicing religious, and then the end of the 
story will be different. _ f 

As I contemplated such business, the Dark -Duke tapped at ray 
'window. He was on his way to the honkey-tonk but had stopned off 
for a few moments to say Howdy. I wished for a tape recording. 

For we fell to talking about animals, and it was but a step to Emma 
and how readily one may talk with a mule persuasively and effect 
all kinds'of miraoles through the sympathy the voice establishes between 
mule and man. He went into some detail explaining how the animal 
without sensing what is required, will get off on the wrong foot, 
and how the muscles in the flanks will begin to quiver to 
show mounting nervousness, and possibly fear* of an impending beating, 
when becoming conscious that whatever it is that is being done 
isn't being carried out according to the master's wishes. I was 
fascinated by the direct quptes, as to tone and words to be employed 
in eliminating the animal's nervousness andoonveying the idea as 
to what precisely is desired. The performance waB so convincing 
that I could readily envision myself as the mule and perfectly willing 
to stand on my head, so soothing and convincing and re-assuring 
was the monologue. Except for Archibald Hutledge's Prince and 
my Dark Duke, I know of no other individuals whose peculiar 
gifts were so marvelously fashioned for this vanishing breed 
of horse power, so fast fading from the e.arth, 

I had several telephone calls today from Natchitoches and 
Alexandria, people asking if they might pass by on the morrow to 
see the magnolias, They are at their p*fc of perfection, and if 
a breeze rises tonight, tl^eir cloudy beauty will be strewn 
al*l over the placte, but on the ground and defintely not on the 
branches,.,,. ,< 


Friday, January 27th, 1960. 


Memorandum: t 

f 

A typical winter's day in Louisiana, _ cloudy, ohilly and 
altogether charming'when viewed from the insice looking out. 

The thermometer dropped 40 degrees from yesterday's 80, 
and what with the sun heavily veiled, the grass looks twice’as 
green and the Chinese magnolias twice as white Qr pink or purple. 

I had apportioned my day well in advance, and of course nothing 
at all dovetailed according to schedule. But in the end, the 
routine, although out of joint, came to a satisfactory concolusion, 
and now 1 am pleasantly tired and sleepy, and what with this little 
coversation and the promise of a turn on the disks with Dr. Toynbee 
I shall fold up m y beard and sleep ere lo g. 

I made a st ort round at Arenbourg before breakfast, 
planning to. make a second round after bacon and eggs, but I found 
a half dozen workmen waiting* for me, anxious to be given an 
opportunity to make motions at v/ork. Before 1 had time to skip 
to the Dost Office with the mail, 4s. Coombs, dropoed by, 
bringing several garments for children that she thought I might 
be able to dispose of. Appointments for morning pilgrims were 
cancelled, and I devoted myself to planting, transplanting, 
digging up and outting out a billion things long over due. 

After dinner a flock of people, shunted from the morning , 
schedule, arrived. I was glad to see ^rs. H 0y ton Cunningham hLLiFr&c 
again. But we had soant Opportunity t» comnare notes, 
what with other people arriving. Mrs. Cunningham is a descendant 
of Benjamin Metoyer, brother of Thomas, - grapdpere's papa, 
and we always have fun talking about her distinguished colored cousins. 

It was her daughter, you may reoall, who figured on the circular- 

staircase in the Aswalll article in Collier's. 

The political side of Louisiana got a showing i n the oersons 
of Mrs. Albert Fredericks, wife of Govener i,ong , s''Seoretary and 
Mrs. Dodd and her son wife and child of the present Lieutenant 
Governor. The youngef Dodd had a fixation of Grandpa and 
Graddpa addres children, and so the combination was perfect 
and Graudpa was toated all over the place, through the big house, 
the Afnoan Louse, Yucca and Heaven knows where all.. And both 
toater and toated seemed to love it. 
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Education was prepresented in the persons of Dr. and ^re. 

MoGinty, or however -the *tersident of the College spells his name. 

Ee and his wife asked if they might come down some*afternoon soon 
when there weren't so many guests. I said I would telephone. 

That will put them off until Spring breaks through, and in the 
in.an time 1 want to do gardening and a couple of billion other 
things. 

And on the social side there were people from Alexandria, 

Baton Houge and Aew Orleans, but I didn't even both tb have them 
sign the Guest -Book, for another flock of Sthopians had 
arrived,,armed with briar knives, axes, swords and spades, and I 
cut the pilgrimage business short in favor of planting. 

It doesn't necessarily mean anything, but it is worth noting 
that the merchant planter asked me at supper tonight about renewing 
a passport. He said he understood round trip tickets to 
Surope are selling at $400,00 and planes are flying half empty. ' 

• I sha! 

qot be surprised bo hear of a London or Haris week end one of these 
days.I think I have not thanked you again for the very 
interesting clippings in your last letter. The Peter 
Jefferson Prayer Book was so timely, in view of the Malone 
study. I must ask Hiss ^ellie about Thomas Jefferson's 
wife and her relationship, the lady being a Wailes, for 
-iis,s Dellie's family were from the Southern Maryland and northern 
Virginia counties. I thought of a possible family contact 
when reading of Mr. Jefferson's relations with banker Morris, 
for whom Levin Wailes at that period was fixing to do surveying 
of the 3,000,000 acre tract in Georgia. 

In the doings at Beloeil, I failed to find any reference 
to the black tiara as reportedly worn by the Empress Zita. 

I am glad to £ave the clipping on the Garl Va n Vechten gift 
to *ale. I hadn't thought of that man in years, and 1 think I 
never read anything of his except, possibly, The Blind Bow Bnv r 
and I don t seem to remember much about that exceut that it had 
as style reminding me of The Portrait of Dorian Gray. I liked 
the point the President of Fiske made, In stressing the need to 
consider the achievements of people of color, not so much on a 
raoial basis as on an American. 

I enclose a copy of the letter written by one of Grandoere's 
descendants about Grandpere hailing from ^aiti. So sorry to dis¬ 
appoint the lady, for Grandpere s birth certificate, or rather 
his baptismal entry was made in^atohitoches Parish, 

One glance at my leather desk clock with little old Yucda in 
b tween, and something tells me it is Tender Leaf time, after which 
we fold.... 
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Sunday, January;29th, 1950. 


Memorandum: 

The Shrefeport Weather Bureau says the thermometer will 
drop about 60 degrees between 9 and 10 tonight, and I certainly 
hope they could be wrong again. 

* t * ..... 

I write a little after 8. The sky is cloudless with a big 
round moon gilding sun dial and bamboo. I guess it must be 
about 80, as it has been all day. It is difficult to imagine 
a 20 degree reading within a couple of hours from now, and I 
shudder when I contemplate what will happen to the foolish plants 
and trees, so many of which are putting out their tender new 
Spring leaves. 

If memory serves, it snowed all day last year on this final 
Sunday in January. But it is difficult to imagine the thing 
as being possible to repeat itself under present circumstances. 

In anticipation of the blast, however, I did quite a 
bit of wrapping things up at Arenbourg about dark tonight. I 
hope the poor things don't smother before the cold, arrives. 

The Yucca living room and boudoir are a bower of flowers tonight, 
for thinking I would get ahead of J aok Frost, # I picked armfuls 
of sweet olive, marcissus, johquills, oamelias, etc. The 
joke will be on me if again a hot blast from the Gulf drives the 
cold front back to Oklahoma or where ever. 

In view of the wreck that the frost will make of the 
Chinese magnolias, I was:a little more liberal about letting 
in pilgrims this Sunday, for it seems imperative that one 
should share such beauty with everyone who cares enough about 
it to come. " ’ 

. j • * * * 

The Hunter Piersons of Alexandria were here. They asked 
me if I had heard that the Colonial Dames want to join with 
the D. A. 3. in carrying out the Alexandria Project. I 
.hadn't, " • 

Dr. kelson was up from Lafayette, Having asked if he 
might come and record the magnolia blossoms on film. He could. 
Dr. Pletoher. President of Southwestern State College, was 
here, too. I was glad to see him again, for the last time I 
met him. Dr. Fletcher was but one of several interesting people 
here at the time, including Birgham Young’s grandson, and so 
I hoped I would have an opportunity to chat with him today, but 
of course, I never did, what with so many other people 
passing this way at the same time. 
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Dr. Fletcher and Dr. kelson had dined with Dr. and lira. 

Rand. They said Dr. Rand was able to get to the dinner table, - 
e piece of neww that- of course delighted me. 

It was dark before the last of the pilgrims were 
gone, and some of them got little evidence of Southern 
hospitality, what with ^renbourg getting some of ray attention 
before first dark, arrived. 

Pat oarae up from Baton Rouge Saturday afternoon, and he and 
I dined.with Celeste this noon. But right after dinner, all 
the Henrys flew to town, as usual, and so T didn't enjoy much 
moral support on the receiving line. 

It goes without saying that I didn't get much reading 
done this Sunday, and*what with a slight headache tonight, 

I think I shall not attempt muoh exertion in that direction 
tonight. I did read a little from Arnold Toynbee's 
Civilization last night. He expressed the opinion that the 
two great imponderables weighing heavy on the shoulders of the 
English speaking world and pracitoally non existent in the 
Islam world are racial segregatidn or oast systems and 
aloholism. He finds these perhaps Wo of the greatest weaknesses 
in the one camp and the two elements possibly holding the 
greatest promise of future felioity in the other. He 
admits that <it is almost impossible to envision Islam as 
contributing much to civilization within the immediate 
future, and yet he reminds the reader that it was the 
Greeks and Romans who asked: "Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth".. 

• ' I was a little growsey while reading one of his chapters 
on Soviet Russia, but perhaps I shall dip into it again. 

Somehow between what he had to say and what I had to think 
while "wool-gathering" was this: •» thatfiussia inclines more 
toward being oriental and occidental and twice has had to 
turn to the West toinoorporate a soiehtific "know-how" into 
her ways of doing things to bring herself up to a par-with^ 
the dominant powers of the world, - first under Peter the Great, 
and once under tenine, The question a tomatically rises in my 
mind, now that she apparantly has swallowed four hundred 
million Chinese orientals to boot, will the Soviet or Russian 
peoples always incline to be just about one step qr more behind 
the .other great powers when it comes, - if ever it must, to 
a show-down as to which type of civilization is g*oin to 
come out on top. Personally I have always had a. feeling that 
there is a vast weakness behind all the racket issuing from the 
Kremlin t and while Russia has manifested an enormous ability 
to take punsihment, I don't recall that sh'e }\as ever demonstrated 
much ability in the last eouple of hundred years, to take on any 
body her own size. 

I knew at the outset this note would be dull. It turns 
out even more so than was to be expected. Perhaps I shall improve 
on the morrow. Let 1 

- s 


Monday, January 30th, 1950. 


Memorandum: 


How nice to find your Friday letter in this morning's post. 

Perhaps I should begin by saying that, as usual for 
January, 1950, I went to the Post Office, according! to schedule, 
without coat or sweater. For in spite-of all the talk and dire 
warnings on yesterday's radio programs, the cold snap never 
did break through to the Cane River country, and before dawn 
really got under way this morning, 1 streaked up to Arenbourg 
to unwmap the oaraelias and gardenias in hopes of saving them from 
being stifled in all their winter wrappings. Today's thermometer 
readings have continued in the 70 s or 80 s, and the Weather Bureau 
didn't even apologiza for having frighted the -cape jessamine into 

4-Va < v T VO A flnnnfllfl to Tin Tioint. 


I am so glad you enjoyed Martha Graham's performance. 

I think I shall ask the college if she is scheduled to appear 
in Ratchitoohes again this year, and if so, I shall invite her down 
before she makes her appearance*. If she should be listed for 
an apoearanoe during the bpring, I shall possibly be able to arrange 
birthday parties for the Afrioan House and Yucca, for it should 
celebrate*its 200th anniversary with some kind of festivities 
some tine thia year. What I hope to do is to have a Primative 
Show "rigged up" in advauoe of whatever the celebration may turn out 
to be, and thus-aoquaint the guests with an aspect of local Art which 
many of them still know nothing about. 


And may 1 thank you for your kindness in sending along 
the ^exington- A venue address of the Blessed “artin Guild. I 
find your suggestion excellent, --concerning the doings that 
may arise as a result of the consecration exercises. I shall 
take this occasion to inquire if the Guild has any branches in 
Louisiana and nossibly something interesting may come from that. 
New Orleans has plenty of black nuns but I know not if the Blessed 
Martin has-any devotees, - outside myself, - in the Gulf area. 


I thought of you on Friday ni. ht, ‘hoping your little 
annual get together was a happy one. I like the idea of dinner at 
The White Turkey, the name is so suggestive of gumbo on Little River. 







I 










uncle of David Hunt, Mi 


was 
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I appreciate every particular you so generously passed along 
\j}’ /regarding your research covering the doings of Messrs Harris 
fwv/ and Audubon al6ng the Missouri where the doe's head was painted. 

\jf / »I aa equally enohanted to know that Levin and Bebecca Covington Wailes 
t \W /his wife, are also pictured in the Stanley Arthur book.. I have 
the gravest doubts as to the probably fate of these Wailes 
sketches, for Miss "ellie, who never thought them sufficiently 
/ flattering, was inclined to feel they should never be*, displayed, 
and thus with her advancing years, it might well be surmised that 
they would disappear with her passing. It is doubtful if any of 
her Wailes kinfolk woulcL-appreoiate-them-ei-t.hex~-as-o£- historic -—-— 
value if not artistic triumphs. It is interesting that their 
caption in the Arthur book should indicate they were executed 
‘in*Natchez, for in reality, as you know, they were tossed off 
at Washington, Miss., where the Wailes family was living at the 
time Levin got Audubon the Job teaching at Slizabeth female Academy, 
founded by the mistress of The Black Swan, It goes without saying 
that I am glad the reporduotionB in the Arthur precludes the loss 
of their likenesses, although it does seem a pity that the originals 
should currently find ’themselves in k such a hazardous situation. 

The one of B. L. q. Wailes, y 0 u will recall, was used by Sydnor as 
a frontispiece in his Gentlemen of U ld ^atohez. 

The ^adam once tried to start negotiations with ^iss Dellie with 
a view oY'purchasing the originals but the matter got to .first base. 

I hoped that when Louisiana opened Oakley as an Audubon memorial, they 
might find a permanent "place there', but that was doomed to disappoint¬ 
ment, too, although Miss Nellie did consider loaning them at one time. 

I think I orice mentioned the splendid diary, kept by Mr. Gordon, 
Audubon’s brother-in-law. I think the date is. 1804, and oovers among 
other things a Journey M r , Gordon made in company with Abijah Hunt, 


Tuesday, January 31st, 1950. 


a prominefiir mSrdhSHt’'ta*“ffCShSz in’ the per iod covered bv the diary, and 
he and “r, Gordon were traveling up the river from -New Orleans, either 
by horseback or by boat by easy stages, Mr. Gordon goes into some detail 
regarding the refined hospitality extended them 0 n ® night at a plantatiion 
on the Mississippi where they were entertained over night by a mulato 
planter and his family and how,..before departing, Mr. M U nt asked 
his mulatto ost if th<5 latter woulcl not permit his guest, Abijah, 
to take 0 ne of the mulatto 7 s charming daughters with him, "to remain 
under his protection" at his home in the Natohez country. The father 
demurred. Some day I hope Mary Whitaker will let me borrow this diary, 
for it seems to me a-pity that this veyy_interesting intimate picture 
of efirly life on the lower Mississippi should be lost to posterity and 
denied circulation among people like us who find these sidelights on 
the old days so interesting. 

Tonight the sky is again cloudless with a friendly fat moon entioing 
me to a little turn as far as Arenbourg and baok 'Before calling it 
a day. At supper somebody said a telephone conversation with Shreveport 
reports a cold spell obtaining there but here a warm, balmy breeze 
from the Gulf makes shirtsleeves the order of the day -- and night. 


Memorandum: 

I. wonder if I ever shared the enclosed poem, The ’Wind and the 1 
Moon, with you. I ran across it by chance today and at first 
thought, I envisioned the possibility that you might have 
made this copy for me. But then I discovered that you 
couldn’t possibly have done so, since there is an error in the 
title, and you don't make errors. And so I conclude this must 
have been of my stirring, from some author, perhaps Hugene Meld, 
and so I send it along on the chance you might enjoy running 
through it again, even as I did when running up on it quite 
unexpectedly. 

I was straightening out a desk draw during the noon hour 
when Hurtel nd the Dark Duke passed this way. I had Murrel 
read it. The Dark Duke liked it, -"whosoever wrote it made 
the, words match so good". 

A half dozen gardeners fell into my lap this morning and 
as these occasions are rare, I devoted myself to local doings 
all "day. For the most part, I kept them busy moving bulb 
things, narcisus, lilies, etc. ^eaven knows it is a mighty 
poor time to move narcissus, but the day lily and milk and wine 
lily sectLons will find the move to their liking. I made 
borders along the brick walk inraediately in front of the 
big house and around the towers. . My motive was loss for the 
decorative scheme but more to concentrate some of these 
items whioh , for lack -of ,f ore-thought when ol anting, the 
Mistress had often just stuck this bulb or than in the 
gound where ever there chanced to be. a vacant inch of unoccupied 
soil, with the result t£at while attractive as a "millle fleur 
design, they never did blooms at the s-me time, and never 
did bloom at all, for the most part, sinoe untutored 
haymakers would attack the weed's in the garden with abandon, 
and the prospective flowers wouldn t get much of a ohance to 
ever come into flower. How, at last, there is a bit of 
greensward where the mowers oan, mow grass, while the lilies may 
equally have a belated chance at bursting into bloom before 
getting their heads olopped. 

And as though I didn't have enough to occupy my attention,- 
giving constant "encouragement" to my ^htopian helpers, I 
deoided at the same time that a chest of draws (interruption —sh<ml 
be.cleaned. Neatly I staoked the big old daaws on the old 
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bench on the front gallery, each brimming over with billions 
of "tresors", with a view to removing each separta item with 
gentle and loving care, - especially a stack, of anicent 
stained.glass window panes,, etc. But Grandpa and Little 
Grandpa had other ideas, for no sooner did I turn my bako that 
I heard a terrifido crash, and glancing baokk saw "tresors' 
and cats alike, flying in all directions. The gallery was 
a mess, but I left it just as it was for the balance of t-.e 
day, and only at first drak did 1 take time to gather up 
the perishables. The balance sits where it fell on the 
brick pavement, and a mighty disordered looking heap of 
trash it; looks in the prevailing moonlight of the moment. 

- • — " — 1 • — -- v 

I was lucky in having no pilgrims until nearly 5, when 
Rosalyn Aswell came by to see me. .She had a Mrs. Wylie with her, 
and Mr8. Wylie seemed to be a friend of Miss Robina, and so 
our little contact, although limited in time, was pleasant 
while it lasted. 

Rosalyn was entranced at the appearance of the fading 
Chinese magnolias. She wants to try painting them. I 
invited her down for the <^ay and perhaps she will come 
later in the week. Van Gogh is her favorite artist and 
she has in mind doing something vaguely suggestive of his 
simpler flower otx arrangements. She envisioned a single 
stem of magnolias, perhaps not more than two blossoms, a little 
on the purple side for coloring, and only that and a 
truquoise vase or some such. I hope she really responds to 
her impulse, and the field af Art might find another jewel 
in it treasury. , 

And speaking of pictures, reminds me of a oouplo of 
photographs I stumbled over today in the hurly-burly of 
pushing some historical Quarterlies around inis the 
library of the bi house. . Imagine my utter asotnishment 
when those two items which gave me so many bad weeke and 
yeafs suddenly came into view, —those phonographs about 
whiohl had had such a struggle With various Natchez 
correspondents about. Of course how these items ever 
got into such an unexpected place, I have but the vaguest 
notion £till, I am naturally entranced at having 
discovered them,: and £0 will be able to head them back 
across the Mississippi forthwith. 

A note from Mrs.. Holloman indicates she 1b still souffling 
around with the, raulattoes, and expects to entioe her husband 
to explore certain Uatohitoohes reoords in the Court house one 
day this week. The Picayune has already advised her that 
Cane River civilization lends itself to an article for some 
historical journal but not for Picayune publication, as the 
subjeot matter lis of but lirainted inter st for its readers". 

Bufc she doesn't seem to realize this is a polite way of telling her 
they will not publish an article about people of color. I guess 
we shall be lucky if we are able to squeeze through anything 
about the Blaok Swan. 


'0 
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Wednesday, February 1st, 1950. 


Memorandum; 

I.gaess the cold snap must have struck us, for this 
morning it was a delioious 50 while the radio liras talking 
about net works of power lines in the Dallas area which 
.had been snapped and splintered by the ice sheet descending 
on that area during the night. 

The mist ahd rain in these parts made visions of such 
a situation easily imaginable, but with the promise of 
South ifljinds from the Gulf tonight and tomorrow for this 
section, summers will undoubtedly be back again with 
the dawn. 

Rather early this morning I had several visitors, each 
looking for the other and never, apparantly catching up with 
the endless chain. An old Cane Hiver resident had died, 
one Richard Sapp, aged 87, a negro 'who, strangely enough, owned 
his own little 30 or 40 acres. I guess he has 8 or 10 
• children, one of his daughters being the wife of my friend, 
Dee-dee (Robert Anthony) of Mttle River. If placed end 
to end, so to speak, the grandohildren and great grandchildren 
ought to reach from Riohard's cabin just below Clemence's, slap 
to St. Mary's on the J^ayou, 2 or 3 miles Away, where, I suppose 
the funeral-will be oelebrated. According to the latest plans, 
the services will be held next Sunday, after which the body 
will be "deposited", - as the negroes say t _ the Little 
River graveyard, hard by St. M ar y» s# 

. Last Thursday Dr. Knipmayer told me Riohard didn't have 
a Chinaman's chance to survive _ diabAtis and senility 
Dr. K, had quite a harrowing tile to tell about the attempts 
to get Riohard attended to over a period of six weeks. 

One of his sons, - Fellow, - telephoned Dr. Inipmayer, 
or called at the Thursday clinic, to inquire about an 
appo ntment for his father. >Dr. K. told Fellow to bring 
Richard, - who had to be carried from the oar to the office, - 
on any -ay of the week except Saturday afternoon, Richard 
accordingly put in an appearance in fellow's arms at Dr. 

K.'s office on Chirstmas Sve, when the place was'closed— 
Chirstmas iSveja, being among other things, on Saturday And 
so Richard was toated back-to “‘elrose and was hauled back 
to Natchitoches again 0 _ the folowing Saturday night, - 
Row Year's Sve The•following week, after receiving a letter 
from Dr. KnipmAyer recommending Wednesday or Friday, Richard 
was brought in again on late Saturday afternoon. 

Then, the following week, a son from Hew 1 c r q Qa uB telephoned 
'to ask if papji pouldn«+ 
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sent to the Charity hospital in Alexandria. Dr. K. made 
out the required' papers and off to Alexandria they toated 
the much traveled Richard But hy this time, and manifesting 
unusually good sense, I thought, Richard flew into a rage 
when arriving at the 0 arity Hospital for he had deoided dying 
at home would be pleasanter. His fur$ was such that Fellow 
ashed if the Charity Hospital couldn't send Richard over to 
the Asylum for mental cases across the blook. That was 
donej but the mental institution trotted out their rules 
which clearly states a patient, to be admitted, must be 
armed with a paper, not from the Par sh h ea lth head, but 
from the Coroner. This paper they did not have, and so 
back, to Melrose came poor Richard. 


./ell, at least, in the end^ he got what he wanted, and 
Sunday ought to make possible a fine funeral, and Saturday 
night an even bigger and better wake. , —after which 8 or 10 
children will start squabbling over the 30 or 40 acres, and 
in the end they will fall into patchwork quilt of Ur. Hyman's 
designs or the more gracious and more expansive Melrose pattern. 

t . Thus endth the story of Richard Sapp, and you will agree 
it is amply long, a little exhausting, and possibly slightly 
on the dull side. * * 


I didn't accomplish too much today, what with the rain 
and the visitors but after supoer I did manage to 
finish "Civilization on Trial", knd I like d Dr. Torynbee's 
philosophy, I guess m^ ind wandered a little along toward 
the end for i found mySelf envisioning what is going to 
happen one of these days when I step into a circle of people 
either all negroes or possibly some mental light weight* 
pilgrims,- - for either extreme of humanity would nrovide the 
best si,age, and djj taking my bow, I shall quite seriously 
and solemnly announce that *1 am looking for God". Of course 
I realize everyone may turn and bolt, which will be alright 
or someone may slip-out and flag down a as sing, car to summon 
the asylum, tut if A get as many rides up and down the road as 
1 poor Richard, that will bj a sort oi recompense. The noint of t 
tae remark is based on the theory that in some people we discover 
quite a bit of the Devil, and in others quite a*bit of God 
And since my intentions would incline me to be more interested 
in the latter than the former, I thin^ something really inter¬ 
esting might ensue, were such an unexpected statement to be 
made, don t you think so. I shall be careful, however, 
not to make such an announcement in the presence either of 
Iladam Regard-or Miss Sally, for both of them are so religion 
ridden of the cut and dried variety of formal religion, that 
either one or both of them Might* - at my neck and smother 
me with fanatical adoration. 3nrn15 


_ H this ain't among the poorer letters ever penned, then 
I give up. I'd better anyway, for Lloyd Ghx , Douglas, The 

^isherman, is aw aitine me 0n disks '.--*- 
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Thursday, February 2nd, 1950. 


Memorandum: 

And you, even as I, have heard a dozen radio announcers today 
set forth the fact that if the ground hog shall have seen his 
shadow, six weeks more of winter is due us. 

The important word in that statement'is "more", for 
if we get six weeks "more" of the sort of winter we have been 
experiencing up until now, then you might say that summer is 
actually upon us. 

The drizzles continued in these parts, with only a second or 
so around noon for the inevitable gleam to shine forth and 
cast the shadow, after which the drizzles began again. 

It has been fairly busy, however, in spite of the 
discouragement for outside activities obtaining. Barly this 
morning some Little River friends arrived, saying they had 
been awakened by the ringing of the St. Augustine's bell on 
Little River, announcing the passing of a local resident. The 
man was Oscar Moody, possessed of as - about an extensive a progeny 
as Richard Sapp, The*funerals for both will be held on Sunday, 
it is said. With two wakes in the offing, Saturday night is 
bound to be a shambles. < 

The Knipmayers came by as is their custom, and i n spite of 
the ditzzle this afternoon Mrs. Rand came by with three ladies, 
one of whom was none other’than Miss Kate Davis of Natchez -who 
seems to me to be just as spry as ever, in spite of her 97’ye a *s. 

She had much gossip from Natchez but not so very much news,. She 
remarked that Ferriday Byrnes whose height is about 5 feet, now 
tips the scales at 260 pounds, which sounds as though he'might 
be styled a 5 by,5 man, any way you look at him. 

She gave me one piece of news that was depressing, —the 
famous and perfectly delicious little old Lawyer's Row, where 
dwelt and .practiced more celebrated legal lights of the ante bellum 
South than an y other spot of like size the nation is being torn 
down and converted into a parking lot* What a birthright, what 
a mess of potage, f 

Miss A a te asked me to come to %tchez and make her home my own 
while there. It was certainly kind of her but places to park 
seems to be the least of my needs to worry about as regards Natchez. 


I 
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ti-o tJ' r9 f da littl9 ra ° r0 fror “ the Douglas opus last night 
hoob- B }f ni S ^? rman, T7 alld haven't discovered as yet why the 
oook. is popular. It reads along smoothly enough hut after 

w^o ed v, PaS v S or . f 9 the lady I thought was destined to he the 
heroine, has been killed off and I don't find myself too much 
concerned with what happens to any character thus far presented, 
be 1 h0 7 Q7 ®r, that one of them, may tu£n out to 

a ? gl9 , r in di squise, hut even as the writers 
of deetective stories have a way of doing, so “r nou’o-iaq qaans 

no nnI e nJ° ntriVedM:0 i pil ® Up 9vid9n " that throws suspicion at 
no one or everyone, leaving the reader comnleteiy in the dark 

aS | 0s ? ibl9 « 1 reckon a flock of people 

a preat waste 9 of f tfma r tn bUt 1 don,, J* ffor it alwa VS seems to me 
trviS to f0rG9d t0 fl0UI ? d9 * around in the fog 

1 Si h person is which, and not nossihly he able 

to discover any identities until the last page. I ‘shall nerhans 

Jn n whicS 6 o? ?h! h °' haS I Qad th9 b °°* wh0 *4 e able to tell me* 
and at th? Qharacters p should focus my attention, 

oharacteJ who ha^rl^ff^ ? th9 tale ’ ^ would seem that a female 
c^.-racter who has rigged herself up as a hoy and has gone off 

called^eter°and P thn b9 - th ? individual who in the end shall he 
called Peter and thus have fooled me hut completely. 

la £f hed to myself this afternoon at a little mix un in 

Se took t coJntfof°? d ‘ ^ Hand left < Liiss Kate wI'VL Shile 
, r 1 i J J QX 0tn9f SU9sts down to . 899 lenience. While 

fo n lo : , fv f V canvas she had stretched on a fine frame 

since ’>s -«ud h b r n d i s ? 0s9d of . w hiph must have been a sur orise, 
siace Mrs. hand had contrived the thing with the r nueqt that* 

1 a ™ 

her. ?f ter that ibm H9l9a “4 Oarolyn «,x. 

new, we drove down to Glemence's hut did not find her ar ho-™ 

$&&&&$£?*&&*% S»-~ 

amid Thfl b \ thQ it9ra whiGh really belong to Madam 

Rj a. l-n t that a business to unravel. 

r « y®!!* so much for such doings in this neighborhood 

so a '\nd r th< t°th^b that thS butt9rfl y lilies are up 8 inches or 

rkg^hL^he^iT'i | d 0 ^ 9 ^irbusineS 8 woS? e h! 0 ^th 
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Friday, Febrary 3rd, 1950. 


Memorandum: 

The drizzles continue and what with the thermometer down 
to the mid 40’s, it really seems like winter, even though 
the vegetation gives no suggestion of such a condition. 

A note from Rudolph today indicates he will not he able to 
make it over this way during these mid term days of respite. 

He states his reasons as two:- 

First the ice storms are so had he feels he must remain at home 
where vast damage has been done his plants, a tree smashed, etc., 

• * .' .• ‘ f ‘ '* * 

and 

secondly, he is planning to put on or participate in another weaving 
show as of February 7th, and is hound to knock off some 
additional examples of his handiwork before that dead line. 

He apologized for adiaising me of this situation at such a 
late date and^hoped it didn’t inconvenience me, the uncertainly 
about his plans. Frankly, I hadn't even supposed he would 
make it, but at the moment 1 can't think why I hadn't taken 
the matter into account, 

I didn't need the enclosure. I shall respond there is no 
material in the ^Irose library and that I shall not be going 
to town.One of these days, by the law of averages, the ijajor and 
minor planets swirling around the second son are going to collide, 
and knowing both planets as I do, I certainly don’t want to be 
among those present. The cleverness of the one and the unsuspecting 
unthinking attributes of the other might somehow result in a 
brush without sparks, but it seems to me it would be happier 
for everyone ..concerned if the one didn't willfully put herself 
in the proximity of the.other. But for all I know, there may 
..well be method in such madness. 

Guriously enogh, I haven't responded-to Miss Nellie's letter 
from Vicksburg as yet. In the first place, I put the thing 


t 






1 
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away so well that I have failed to recall Its presence whenever 
anyone who might be able to decipher it passed"this way. Then, 
too. I have he ; rd suoh confl ctlng reports about the lady's 
plane, whereabouts and intentions, ranging from three 
different geographical localities as the site of her 
permanent hone and where she has moved between one renort and the 
next. Yesterday Miss Kate told me she had gone to Atlanta, 
while a letter today from her sister in th-- ; t oity sueaks of 
her as having tentatively stopped in Vicksburg, urior to 
returning to batches before going to Georgia for" the balance 
of the season. I think T shall write her in care of her sister, 
and so just let Chance and the letter catch up with her. 

I was glad to see Mrs. Coombs who passed this way for 
a few minutes this noon. She told me of a roup of colored men 
who attended the trade school formerly in town who are currently 
day laborers but want to-become preachers, but who haven't the 
means of going through the upper grades to equips taemselves with 
sufficient learning to read from the Bible without stumbling 
and to harangue a flock, with sentences that are coherent.. This 
group, being of a religious persuasion, have selected one or the 
other of the Biblical prophets as their mentor, and in fact 
have formed a little society among themselves, which they 
proudly style:"Children of the Profit". 

And I'll bet they are, too. 

Mrs. Coombs had an i spiration ann communicated with 
the local school board, asking that she be given books of the 
upper gn-dee when their physical condition made them no longer 
serviceable in the public schools. The law had to be stretched a 
little, for such books, torn or.broken, are supposed to be 
destroyed, but if the word "Obsolete" were written across the 
title page in pencil, {he impasse might be c'rcuravented, and 
so a flock of books were acquired in the higher brackets of 
Grammar, etc., and all this of course delighted .“hr s. Coombs and 
naturally enchanted the "Children of the Profit". 

Sarlier in the week I intended.mentioning that I had stumbled 
over the final moments of a radio program on Sunday night along 
about 9 or 10 o'clock, perhaps 9:30, Central lime, which I believe 
was called "I Take Your Word" or some suoh. It reminded me of 
the Bob Trout show of last year, "Who Said That", and ouriously 
enough one of the former.participants in that urogram, - the 
present or latest ex- Mrs. Elliott Roosevelt was among those 
participating. You might sample i$, if, indeed, you haven't alrdady 
done so. Tonight I shall listen ,to Capitol Cloakroom over 
oolumbia wr.ich I like, even when the politicians interviewed 
annoy or frighten me with their stupidity. But I must 
get a flock of letter out before then, for I am behind schedule. 
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Sunday, February 5th, 1950. 


Meraor andum; 

Pull summer agin and the forecast for tomorrow is Pair and 
Warner. 

And fair weather brought pilgrims, and what between the 
palid and tinted sections, I have been too busy forcorrespondence 
or reading. 

The IdoCooks were here and after them some Hatchitoches gentry, 
and then Ed and Horace Hand. And between times the ebb tide of 
the region, returning from the funeral of Kiohard Sapp. 

Cf all the chatter from the towns folk was a mere morsel, - 
a reported small announcement in a looal paper that the scheduled 
.Shakespearean performance of Naming of the Shrew had b e en canceled. 
That was brief enougk, 'but it does have a seed of hilarity about 

it, in view of all that has gone before, don t you think. 

< 

The enclosure is of no especial interest, although I 
thought the vignette of Massachusettes in winter was pleasant, 
and it is always interesting to have impressions of ^lice's 
opus. In view of the mounting doctor bills that accompany 
the vanishing eye sight of Alice's husband, I do hope the sales 
are impressive, regardless of the worth of the yolurae. 

I did manage to toss off a few more pages of ihe Big Pisherman, 
and things seem to be gaining in momentum now that at long last, 
the fellow giving the'book its t tie comes into view. In the 
end, I have no doubt, it will be clear why a quarter of the 
book had to be written about Arabia before one got over into 
the land of John, the Baptist, Jesus, Peter and the rest, but 
somehow at this stage of the game, I am reminded of those first 
couple ;of ohapters in Gone With The Wind which, according to ray 
under standing of the thing, were written at the publisher's 
request, long after the novel itself had been completed and 
submitted for publication. I must read the Mitchell book again 
sometime and see if, : as I felt on the first reading, the opening 
chapters were the least interesting. A joke a paragrph in 
length lacks bang if a chapter is required to explain it in 
advance. The same idea pertains to a novel that requires 
a mountain of stuff before the main character ever makes his 
initial bow. 
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Death claimed a third old resident of the Jane River 
country on Saturday, - an uncle of Fugabou, Gustin Syriaoque, 

He ia said to have been 'between 70 and 80, and gave the 
impression of being in his 50’s. His psychique was superb, 
and his arms and shoulders particularly something that made 
him a bronzed Hercules, A worker in iron, it was he who 
made the andirons in Yucca's living room, the ones carrying the 
letters "L" and "S", fashioned years ago for Lyle, Somehow 
his passing brings to mind that old concept about the wisdom of 
always being ill if one wants to learn how to take care of 
one's self and live long, for Gustin surprised everyone by 
dying, for no one ever thought of his age, For years on end, 
everyone has expected such oldsters as Joe Rocque and Oeline to 
pass : out from month to month, -and yet in their 90's they go rig: 
on ailing and living while Gustin, never sick a day in his life 
just drops dead in the neighborhood of;75. 

On occasion, I have heard Oeline refer to Gustin as " a bo 
which is understandable, what with her 20 years his senior, but 
there is something of the identical humor about it that came to 
the surfaoe when Louis H a urer at 100 used to refer to Alfy in 
his mid 60* s as "that boy". 


February 6th, 1950 


Memorandum: 

How nice to find your nice note in today's post, together 
with the clipping covering the Southern hejira of the "uke and 
Duchess of Windsor, 

Unless teir plans are. greatly altered, their path will 
lie too far to the Southward to include ^elrose on their agenda 
For some time the Natchez Garden Club has been writing, asking 
that they pass through the Bluff ^ity, and one tentative 
plan called for them to motor from Natchez to San Antonio 0 n 
a line that would take them through the Gane River country, but 
apparently, _ if the newspaper account is correct, they will 
follow a bee line from Tallahassee to Houston, passing through 
Ilew Orleans, A week ago they would have enjoyed the 
Chinese magnolias but February will hold few flowers of 
any .particular note, although Yucca and the African House 
might have made up for the absence of the floral department. 

In view of the curious winter we have been having, 
oaraelias in Florida should be at their best about now, even 
as they are in Lafayette, Alexandria, Natchez, etc, and so 
theier arrival at ^adam Baker's ught to provide them with many 
a pleasant blossom,assuming that the Baker place, of which I 
never heard, hold ample camelias, as I have- no doubt it does. 


And speaking of travel, the local merchant planter told 
me today that he leaves on Thursday for a "three week jaunt. 

Mexioo was, given as the place. How that will fit in with 
news in the letter last forwarded as an enclosure, - not the 
last, I guess, but next to the last, I know not. But what 
with a change of situations ooming at this moment, it seems 
to hold much on whioh one might speculate, were one interested in 
such matters. 

I took the oouple of men I found absent from the 
Moody funeral today and set out a heap of bamboo along the 
margin of Cane River, - the Hast bank, between-the bridge 
and the Rand Camp and a little beyond. J. H. suggested I 
take the same opportunity to set some out on ^renbourg, but 
naturally I demurred. For some reason bamboo seems almost 
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Impossible to transplant successfully, but one it takes 
hold, nothing on earth will ever stop it, and I am looking 
for no ~ugean ^tables. But between the bridge and the Hand Camp 
the bamboo will be decorative and pretty, assuming it ever does* 
take,' and should it ever start spreading, the best it can do 
is to jump the Hand trail into the cotton patch, and I am 
not at all worried about that. After all,"the tractors ought 
to be able to control that, should it happen, and even if it 
should linger on, there at least would be"no flowering 
shrubs whose existences would be jepardized by the spread. 

At Yucca, little ditches are being cut to drain off 
rain water from the eaves, prep ratory to the jacking up 
of the house, the pouring of concrete trenches as a permanent 
foundation. I d n’t suppose .operations will get under, way 
until -Mexico has been toured, but I am always in favor of 
have the ground in readiness well before a dozen stalwart 
Sthopians begin getting all tangled up in a heap when brick 
and concrete start flying. I am also leveling the ground 
of the back gallery, so that when the brick arrive for the 
new pavement, all will be in readiness. Gradually, too, I 
push things around In what is to be the Chanel. I had the bale 
of yellow cotton, housed there for the last dozen year§, and 
have placed it in the African House. Taking 500 pounds’in 
weight from the floor wont make much difference when the 
jacks begin functioning, but every little bit helps, and 
I envision scant yellow in the eventual scheme of the Ghapel - 
mostly black and white, if possible. * 

The slothful qualities of the local D. a. R. organization 
becomes more apgarantH from da,y to day. I think 1 mentioned 
l co.'Anunic'nted with the Regent some weeks ago, offering to 
provide the gals with particulars regarding the song and dance 
for the 13th, — neww items that would appear, in the local 
press that would acquaint residents of the region with 
news concerning the survey, so that cooperation might 
flow from non-members, and thus make the tabulation the easier 
and more complete. Up to fhe present writing, I haven't had 
a peep by way of response, and as the three Natchitoches 
papers'go to press within the next day or so, it is. obvious 
that nothing will be filed for publication in advance of 
the dajr l shall appear* The lethargy manifested in this 
insignificant instance is undoubtedly a tell-tale reason 
why we hear so much drum beating over the air and in 
the newspapers whenever some projeot is contemplated, such 
as Tar Bon Campaigns, etc., for if little old cells suoh 
as a D. A. R. organization can’t evqr stretch out its had to 
pick up something from a silver tray for its own benefit, 
how in tho world oan we suppose anything more remote would 
receive so uch as the bat of an eyqlaah. 

But enough of such business, and esides, little old Yuc-a 
is eyeing the coke department and I concur in the impulse, while 
shuffling a couple of pages about the Big fisherman.^... 








Memorandum: 

Safely tucked s£Way in my arraoir is a registered item, arriv¬ 
ing by the same post which brought a second letter bearing 
a Rriday cancellation date. Seeing two secretaries were 
"fixin 1 " to head this way, I assigned the thinner letter 
to the less experienced reader, expecting momentarily the 
other would appear before we had co ipleted it. I have 
waited an h<pur since the departure of the first, and as the 
second hasn t arrived, I assume he must have fallen in the 
cistern or the honkey-tonk, and so, with the fatter letter 
under key, I at least hnye the assurance of a pleasureable 
sitting on the morrow, whether the postman brings anything 
« or not. - « 

and may I hasten to congratulate you on having such 
bright eyes and deft judgement to discover some of the prints 
at this early date. Really, you are remarkable. You ask 
which of' the ones mentioned seem to be the most important, 
frankly, I don't know, since Chancellorsville is the only 
familiar name in the list, I am wondering if Argosy 
or some other shop or possibly the library might have a list 
of the prints made in this series. With Vicksburg and 
Gettysburg having been the two most telling battles of the 
war, so far as decisiveness is concerned, I suppose they 
may have been the most popular, and therefore the least 
likely to be found. We have the Vicksburg one, of course, and 
even though frayed and a little tattered at the edges. It 
•will eventually lend itself for framing alright. That we 
should also have the Battle of Corinth impells me to assume that 
the number of different subjects may have"been extensive, since 
Corinth, while important, probably wasn't a major battle, 

1 am wondering if sufficient subjects were oovered so that 
it might be possible to concentrate exclusively on battles 
fought in the Mississippi Valley, or its tributaries. 

And I am merely asking your opinion, since suoh a concentration 
of region might have especial"interst if assembled with a 
concentration on that limited theatre of war, 

, * * V ■+ •«>.w 

our mention of fort Donaldson sets me to stirring my 
memory as to where that may have been. I don't suppose that 
has anything to do with Donaldsonville, la., on the Mississippi, 
for I guess no battle was fought there, as for the 
other items you mention, some,of them may have been Mississippi 
scuffles, but off hand, I don t recall any of them, either in 
this region or in the Atlantle states. As for prints 


I 
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t'hat may have been included in tne list, i suppose siuiioa, 
or however it is spelled, would be a top fcnotcher. Mansfield, 
Louisiana - a federal defeat, may or may not have been, and 
it was from Mansfield, h a ,, that Banks retreated to 
Grand Score, Hatchitoches, "Arenbourg", Gloutierville and 
Alexandria. I don't imagine any of that campaign was included, 
since it shed no glory on the Federal armies. The 
capture of Natchez was such a walk-away that I suppose it 
never did get recorded, although it may have, and of course 
the oapture of the Forts at the mouth of the Mississippi, - 
and I seem to have forgotten their names, should have been 
recorded eictorially, since they pretty much sealed up 
the West. I don t suppose old "Silver sppoon Butler s 
capture of Hew u rleans was depicted, either, although I 
wouldn’t know for certain. 

Forgive m: for going into so much stall, but ^ feel the 
recitation of some of these names and the inquiry as to what you 
feel about the possibility, - if some of them do exist, -of 
makinr a concentration on the battles in the Mississippi Valley, 
I have forgotten my subject, and so shall conclude by remarking 
t.hnt; t shnTl. welcome your opinion on such possibilities. 


Wednesday, February 6th, 1950 


Memorand m^ 

I ( 

Thirty million times wouldn’t half suffice to say how 
happy Arenbourg is over the prospect of its new birthday 
celebration. ,0ns thing or another has delayed the traotors 
from churnning up things on the terrace, but so ething tells 
me it.wont be long now. And 1 am contf-oting a oouple of helpers 
to assist me in stirring up theqarth around the pears and 
persimmons and generally setting half a dozen things to 
rights, - if possible before a cold wave hits us, - and assuming 
such an event might continue to skip, to g^t ahead of the 
resurgance of Spring whi,oh is of course already all over the 
place. And then, too, I have an idea that Aronbourg would 
welcome some Chinese magnolias, all the others having 
bowed before the rigors of weat .er as of yester -year, and I 
am anxious to see if we might .experience better luok this go- 
round. As t;,ese must be planted when the lqaves begin putting 
out, 1 had better get connections established with some source 
of supply immediately, for the local ones are in leaf, - and 
may get caught, while I am hoping that a supply house from 
further to th'e ^orth may still have some that m^y still be 
within the ice belt. Yqu may be sure I shall t keep you advised, 
and may I thank you on'Arenbourg's behalf for such an elegant birth 
day, and on my own hook for all the fun I shall have at the 
festivities, — doings which somehow, never seem to be accomplished 
in any solitary fashion but. alwayp in partnership with the unfail¬ 
ing spirit that always and ever attends me as I raaroh up the road 
in that direction. 


And you ask about "Fabulous Hew Cleans", and i may say^na 
the Madam was looking for a copy to give someone, but I don t 
reoall whom. I believe one of the ohiluren .orrowed the 
Melrose copy last ^hristmas,' or else, if returned to the shelves 
“it was put in some different laoe from which it usually stood. 
The 1936 editon, I assume, must be a first edition although 
I am not L-ure Wasn't this re-issued a cpuple of years ago 
by the Basement Bookshop or some suoh in fl ew Orleans, 
along about 1947, 

1 oertainly enjoyed every word you had to tell me, and 
I apnrfeoiate the enolosures, including the review of Urae. 
Chestnut's book, all of which I shall get to examine on the 
morrow, along with the item, snugly awaiting a new day i n ra y 
armoir. 

Hosalyu Aswelll telephoned this morning to ask if she 
might come either todhy or tomorrow to paint Chinese magnolias. 
as she didn't make it today, I assume 1 may see her tomorrow. 

With*the thermometer at 80, and the clover climbing, I 
devoted myself to much weed cutting at -*renbourg this morning, 
and considerable lavm mowing at Yucca around the sundial 
during the afternoon. Hemirovski's "touches d Autorae 
is one thiftg but making hay in February is something else again, 

But in spite of the heat, my d--.y has been ever so pleasant 
thaUks to your kindness, both.for what I have digested and what 
awaits me on the morrow...• 


*nd may 1 say thanks, too, for all the fascinating bits of 
news you passed along, and may .1 thank you sincerely for your 
kindness in offering to make transcriptions of notes penned by 
hand with which I sometimes have to tussle. I have an idea 
Miss Hellie will be back on her machine eventually, hut in 
the mean time, it will be grand to think of being able to 
pass the hand contrived items along for your puzzlement and 
clarification for my secretary. 

It is So good to know that Standard-Oil is back in his 
accustomed channels. What a wonderful story the events of his 
life for the past 20 years would make. I reckon he would never 
keep a diary, but if he did, wouldn't .it be fasoinanting. But 
better than all that is the fact that he and his family must on 

them Jili r ^«rV n f ^ rm6r f round - and let *8 hope that none of 
c 11 • haV9 to s ° through another period like 
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I am glad to know that dinner went nicely at The tfhite Turkey 
and that ^iss Cornell was able to rise to a high level, even 
.thought the earlier,part of the piece was slow in getting under 
way.' 

And how nice that the little girl friend's birthday party was 
a success. And I am truly glad everything seems to have been re¬ 
strung, and this time in harmony, the Albert-Martha menage. 

As I think of their ups and downs and place it along side 
the Standard Oil interlude, and then contemplate what obviously 
is stirring in .Dora's soul, _ that soul, by* the way, always seems 
to get stirred about this season of the year, —I can only ponder 
on the wisdom of taking a long view of any episode in life* 
and by such a perspective, never get into a panic, - I hope, - 
about momentary flare-ups. 

I an : glad you mentioned the broadcast on F. D. H.'s birthday, 
for I missed it, and until you mnetioned it, I did not know 
of the death of Helen ^ayes' child. Having her on the program 
would have added much to it under any eiroumstances, -but 
under the peculiar ones, it ,must have been wonderfully moving. 

I often wonder about news broadcasts, and how it is I remain so 
much in the dark about items, —so often the ones of real 
human interest, for come to think of it, the net works really 
seem to do very little on that particular banch of the news, and 
jus-t ,the things that the majority of .listeners, I should imagine, 
would be most interested in. For example, during the 
past week, and I guess almo t every d y for the time since 
December 5th, - and possibly before, I have heard every announcer 
to a vast amount of spoulating about what the coal situation 
was going to be within a week or so, what it was supposed that 
John L. Lewis might do, and whether the President would invoke 
the Taft hartley Aot, etc., etc., ad infinitum ad anseum, most 
of all the talk being speculation about some twist in a coal 
strike, - a scarcely a word about the doings, joys and sorrows 
of human beings, except as suoh emotions are naturally a by¬ 
product of all those more mundane possibilities. I guess that must 
be one reason why -Dowell Thomas may be so popular, for I must 
say he devotes more of his broadcasts to such aspects than 
ayone else I can. think of off hand. And yet, with the days getting 
longer, phe plantation sups later, and so from here on out I shall 
probably not hear him much until about next-November. 

So many other things you mentioned I want to refer to, 
but shall have to qave them for another sitting, I hope the 
film based on the °olette story turned out alright. What with 
Dora remarking about the life exneotenoy of people in Uatohez, surely 
Colette must be some ki n to the Bluff City, for I'm sure she must 
be.at least a million. 

Bosallnd Aswell came this afternoon to paint magnolias 
and did quite a bit of work, and wants to return. She tells me 
James is on the water wagon P 

oor 
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Thursday, February 9th, 1950J 


Llemorand-m: * ' 1 

The rain began a little before day light and has con¬ 
tinued in x spasms of varying intensity all day. It still 
sprinkles, and although cooler air suggests an eventual 
cessation, I should be surprised if we had another day 
or two of damp. 

. J. H. left for -lexico this morning and this'afternoon 
the ladies from across the fence are in tow, presumeably getting 
new hair-dos and facials so that they‘may be thus fortified 
as they head out for South Louisiana at the first suggestion 
of dae , on the morrow. When itonday rolls around, and I 
head out for Natchitoches, I don't know who will entertain 
pilgrims. I am reminded of a saying- of the Madam's when 
ever she was casting about for an excuse not to go some place 
or other: - 

• 

, "After all, somebody has to scay at home.'" 

From the enclosure you will note that Life sent me some 
adver.ising today and along with all the other stuff was 
this curious hole dappled card which may or may not mean 
something or other. I might say that my subscription seems 
- to me coming in smoothly as usual, and my assistant could 
not find anything suggesting a date of expiration on this 
card. For all I know, one is supposed to hold the thing up 
and read some curious bit of information in the pattern 
made by the perferations. If you oan make anything out 
of this hoous pokus, it will only go to prove that you are 
more in step with the latest wrinkles in modern office practice 
than I. 

As for the other enclosure, you will find One or two 
paragraphs interesting. I like the sly liok at the Dormons 
and I must eay in view of past performances, it is very rauoh 
to the point, « 

I am reminded as a classic example of Caroline'sability 
to dwell inefiuitely in the rarer ether of an instance often cited 
by the a adam. One sizzling ten days in July, Caroline 
spent at u elrose, arriving from Briarwood in a car which had 
picked her up at her gate. She was wearing a light wash 
dress that required laundrying daily, but Caroline, without 


I 
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so much as a comb or a toothbrush or a handkerchief, 
naturally never gave a thought for what she might drape 
about her person while her only garment was being 
washbd and ironed. Every night one of the servants would 
stealthily remove Miss Carrie's dress from the Madam's room, 
where she slept, and between the hour little ^iss Dorraon had 
fold up at night and unfolded in the morning, the dress 
would be refreshed with a wash and a press, and the lady 
would don the thing on rising, never onoe during the 
ten days, and so far as I know, not until now, --ever 
realizing what had transpired to make her wardrobe adeouate 
for the visit. 


(K 




A cduple of letters from Mrs. ^olloraan came to hand today. 

The one envelope contains a lot of stuff in reference to 
efforts she and her husband made in the Hatchiioohes records 
establishing the location of the plantation of Louis 
Metoyer, formerly known as Yucca and now styled Melrose. 

TChen the legal mind really gets under way, it is terrific 
don t you think so. ’ 

I shall send some of this stuff along for your delectation 
as soon as I have had an opportunity to make a couple of notes, 
i am struck by the reference td "page after page of the slaves" 
belonging to ^arie Therese, alias Coin-Coin,‘who, of course, - 
was Augustin s mama. It seems there are some very orecious 
records in the hand of St. Denis and others, kept in the 
vault, and one or more of these have to do with*^Coin-Coin 
but sinoe neither of the Hollomans could 'interpret them, their 
contents will not be explored until someone this coming week 
can be pushed into the vault for a few minutes. 

This question of the racial status of M arlQ Threese becomes 
more fascinating and fabulous, for it ‘is everybody's uuder- 
tmiding that she was the black mother of Thomas Metoyer's 
children, and of course it had to be from a Congo native 
tnat the Yucca architecture came into flower in this’ remote 
region. And yet it seems strange indeed if this remarkable 
woman- assuming her to be pure negro, should have held 
so mucn property and slaves in a land where few oeople 
of color owned any property and no record is extant of a 

Afri0a *? ever held any. Some place or other I have heard of 
a Therese, daughter of the Indian hunter, Brevelle", —the 

Q?^ S0 „ P ? SS i bly found in the American State papers, or some 

"UCh ancient record. *nd yet if it should turn out that au ustin’ 
mama was that lady, there would be no acco nting at all for the 

“^ and re Sf rdless other considerations, ther. 

was most definitely A fnoan buildings erected slap here. Jell 

Jf e miasinl 1 !!^ 8 ?? 0 ??:^ 1 ??!® 068 ° n r ‘v? 0Ventua Hy *e may discover 
t ie missing link m the whole remarkable chain. 

The Windsors got as close as Baton Aouge where i»ecratRrv 
jreder •C | C8 did the honors. Was ft but a oouole of wee, s ago °ome 
of the^redencKS wefe here, and how tine and the "indso?f n™!.. 


V, 
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Friday, February 10th, 1950. 


Memorandum: 


Tnere must have been a great flapping on my front gallery 
last night, for when I stepped out tyiis morning to toss 
Grandpa and -Little Grandpa their morning snook, Lo. -Little 
Grandpa had had a visitation, and I guess there must be throe 
or four oherubs nestling about her person. 

I don t know if a oat is supposed to be predictable or not, 
but one thing is certain, -Little Grandpa isn’t. I may 
have mentioned on one or two occasions before, she has begotten 
her offspring atop the pillar supporting Celeste's front 
gallery. F.or remoteness and difficulty of reaching, that 
situation certainly took the oaks. And I suppose Just to show 
tnat she can be different, she has selected my front gallery 
wnere there is more traffic all, day than any other spot within 
the confines .of the ^elrose gardens. When tidying up the gallery 
the other day, I momentarily placed a .cardboard carton on the pew 
from urandpere s original ohurch, and big old. yellow Grandoa 
immediately hopped in. And so I left the carton t:>ere, and 
put in a nest of yellow aotton, thinking a yellow oat on a 
yellow couch might look alluring. Of course Little Grandna 
i .mediately nad to share the same, and no,w that she has converted 
it into a maternity ward,, poor old big Grandpa is perched for the 
nr c nt on tne block of wood by my doorstep, and mother and children 
look as domestic as though they had occupied the aoartment 
, all their lives. 

I mustbe quite alone on the plantation tonight, and it 
occurs to me that I have used tjie expression before, meaning 
*raally not alone but merely ti.e solitary white person about. 
■°ut there seems to be a special frolio in town tonight, and 
anotner at Bt. ^athews, and so ething or other down Magnolia 
way, which, from plans I Jieard expressed from various quarters 
today, most of the colored people were fixing to get their 
footsies'' into the big road, too. And so, I reokon, I am 
indeed alone, §ind, Brrrrother, do I like it. 


i • - +. celeste and Madam Begard got off by the danw's early 

light, for I saw no evidence of them around 7 o'clook when 
i buinpod into Aurellia at the side gate. She ohatted for a 
moment, --I wish there had been a wire recording, it was 
so quaint, so freighted with ponderous considerations and such 
a mixture of joy and satisfaction about one thing or another. 

v he i! n t 8° ln S to raove ; that .she .isn't going to 
nave a baby after all; that Bessie is going to have one in 


I 
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April or July, that the white gentleman is helping -Bessie out, 
and that her (Aurellia's) main worry now is that the child may 
not he q girl, "'cause think, little girls is so nice". 

Aurellia, as the Madam might have pointed out, is a sight. 


Well, so much for that situation. 


Yesterday morning Celeste asked for an appointment with me, 
to ask my opinion as to whether curtains should he secured for 
the hig house upstairs, -Nobody knows where the ones are the 
Madam knitted or rather wove, hut an ordinary’guess would 
probably piece them in Shreveport. She wanted my opinion as 
to material. I recommended scrim as first choice or dotted Swiss 
for second. I -ave her a hand at taking measurements. Half the 
family will fulminate madly when they are encountered. The other 
half will nev-er 1 even see them. In : the mean time Celeste will 
have a lovely ,time ordering them in Alexandria and once they are 
hung, an.ther slight twist in the original personality of the 
house, a,s from 1900 to 1948 will have transpired, 

I assume in tomorrow's post or in Monday's I may expect 
to receive a line from the D, «.. R. acquainting me with the 
time and place Monday'a session is to be held. Those bags are 

really remarkable.and I'll bet a dollar to. doughnuts they 

are so busy thinking up wha,t they will have by way of a supper 
that the mere business of notifying the guest speaker will be 
but a detail which may or may, not over occur to*them. 

My old friend, Johnny Burden, of Detroit came to see me today. 
Johnny is Riohard Sapp's grandson,, He came down out of the 
Michigan snows for, the funeral. I hadn't seen him in five 
or six years and as he has grown at least a foot since last 
I saw him, I didn't recognize him at first. ..When I knew, him, he 
wasn't much more than 5 feet six or eight inches^ In the 
mean timp be has moved skyward There were several other negroes 
here at the time Johnny came, and so I didn't get an opportunity 
to. get many details about how he finds things in Detroit, for 
I fepl it is never good to make comparisons before plantation 
negroes, what with the sorrow I always feel when one of them, 
thrilled by accounts of urban life, pulls up stakes and heads 
out for some metropolis or other, especially, as was the case today, 
w. en nop one' of the youths.can read a word or have the vaguest 
notion about suob things as simple arithmetic, , 

It seems to me the enclosure had something or Qt or of 
interest in it, but it has been so long since I read it that 
have forgotten. 0]j, yes, the higher infant mortality of 
the very yoifng being greater today than it was among the ante 
bellura slaves. I could d; some s eculating on that point, 
but fortunately for you, I must be na-r the ned of this note, and 
thus you escape.,,,,,. 
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Sunday, February 12th, 1950, 


Memorandum: 

Full summer oontinues, hot to the mid 80's and humid 
to the point of occasional .showers, 

• . f 

I talked with Dr. Rand this morning, and although he 
was in bed at the time, he expressed the opinion that he 
would he up and about the house before noon. He asked me 
if a letter had come to hand in Saturday's post from Dr. Mattas. 

I had received none. He said he had a letter from him earlier 
in the week, asking if he might be able to communicate with me 
at Melrose, and Dr. pand had advised him affirmatively. The 
old doctor really must be getting more- remarkable as he inches 
along toward a hundred, /for, I suppose he wants to contact me for 
data**on his stupendous historical account of medeoine. 

• • 

Last night I did a little reading from Robert Sherwood's 
"Hopkins and Roosevelt", or probably the .title is the otherway 
qround. I like the book. 

Two narticularly nice, things about the present edition is 
the fact that Mr. Sherwood himself reads a Prologue which runs 
for 15 minutes, and he, in turn, is followed by Harry Hopkins, 
for in this edition is included a speech made by Mr Hopkins to 
the users of Talking Books, recorded at the time the Federal 
porject for manufacturing these machines was inaugurated. 

You will agree that by including the voioes of these two men 
in this edition gives it a remarkably additonal interest. 

• • • 

Disagregarding important points that, may be discussed later, 

I shall remark upon my pleasure in running across familiar 
old names here, and t/.ere in the seotion I have read thus far. 

And when I c$Lrae across that of Howard llufcter who was 
l: ter to succeed to the post as Direotor of W P A, I found 
myself for the first time considering the parallels between 
Howard and Parry. The author, for example, suggests that 
Mr. Hopkins personality must have reflected in part the 
religious enthusiasm of his mother, an ardent ^ethodist, an$ 

I remember Howard spenkihg of his father having been a 
minister, - a Baptist, if A remember right. Both men begot 
sons by their first marriages, and both men were divorced at 
least twioe. Mr. Hopkins had great leanings toward the race track, 
while Howard Hunter so oontrived ,his-business as to always be 
in ^ew Orleans during the January racing season, for he was a 
turf enthusiast, too,. Both inclined toward licquor, and yet 
both were denied its use, since both suffered from stomach ailments. 
Perhaps these parallels aren't stiking, aud yet it does seemx a 
bit odd t t two men so intimately associated with eaoh other, 

0.. . -I aJl — — -- - i —— -' 
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As for social dpi n,ea al ona^Cane River . in the colored 
section, Saturday night seems to have been something of 
a hurly-bur^y. My seoond secretary seems to have been in 
some kind of a souffle, having been knooked down and kicked, 
while in another.souffle, Bookey had to be taken to the doctor 
to have a lip sewed up, Charlies Turner hit Spirit in the 
head with a oar crank, and Little Slam's mama unsuccessfully 
tired to enter "Cousin Lug's" house, rmed with a revolver, 
the pistol toating mama being the pro ent wife of San £eaoe 
of whose doings you have read in The Friends.of Joe Gilmore, 

I don't know why Peter didn't get tangled up in all this 
business, although he confessed to me this morning that 
he had whipped another youth, a stalwart number fullly 
his size, in the road when the latter tried to couceal 
himself in a hedge as later was passing. I saw the 
limb which had been employed as a oudgle-switch, and 
in view of Peter's strength, I fancy the victim must be 
feeling a little sore today. 

.*11 this doings is in part the result Qf ; Payne henry 
njessing into plantation oner- tions, for he has no sense 
in such matters, and accordingly always loves to put a 
finger in the pie whenever J. B. .absents himself for a week or so. 
T>^is week he notified all local honkey-toks they would have 
to remain closed on Sunday. This i palled everyone to get 
high enough on Saturday night to hold them over until 
Monday's dawn. It also has undoubtedly moved more far seeing 
rogues to set aside reserve libations for sale tonight, and 
if°the place doesn't go into a tailspin before Monday rolls 
'round, it will be remarkable. 

I had a little note, from Cra, yesterday which *aynie brought 
down from town for me. She had written it Friday, but feared 
it might not reach me before ,too late, and so had sent it by 
.messenger, She had heard * am alone on the plant tion, and 
* wanted to say that she would he glad to skip a couple of 
.hours from the college library to slide down and pick me up 
*for tomorrow's B, A, 3, doings and take me home for supper 
. with her and R. B,, and then the two of them would bring me 
home. 1 thought it very nice of them, but I demurred, for 
tranBpor ation is the least of my problems, my ohief worry being 
how I can best avoid ev r making use of any. 

Clemenoe came to see me Saturday. She said she didn't 
have any ne’jfs but wanted,to ask me something: - 

"You sees, I was,chawin' on a boue and I done broke 
my rack slap in two, and what I'se wonderin' is: Can sieh a 
thing he kindq. welded together or does 1 has to.get a slap 
new one....You see, me, 1 saved ray 4 gold taefies, and what 
I was a-studyin* is that-maybe I could trade.them 4 for 
a whole new raok......." 


Monday, February 13th, 1950. 


Memorandum: 

V) 

The rains continued all night and the major portion of 
the day. Tonight a cold wind is blowing from the horth, 

possibly foretelling the end of summer. 

• 

I can’t imagine what twists may result from a cola snap. 

.already the ancient persimmon sprouts I had hoped to graft 
this year are so advanced 'with buds that grafting this year, 

I guess, will be impossible, ^.nd what will happen to the 
trees themselves, thus in full bud, once a freeze strides 
them, i can't imagine for certain but can guess rather too 
closely. 

t * . * , • — ^ ^ V 

Thera was no first class mall and I accordingly telephoned 
town to discover the magical hour this afternoon's meeting would 
be held. The*hour reserved for the guest speaker was 3:45. 

Celeste returned from ^ew Pberia at noon. Some society 
or other to which she belongs'was meeting at the Sutton ho e 
at 3, and as the D. a. R, pow-wow wa scheduled for tne college 
neighborhood, I had her drive me to the college library which 
I thought might afford me an excellent opportunity to say -^owdy 
to °ra and to have a look at both the library and the campus. 
Ora-did not chance to be in when I arrived, but A did linger 
long enough to chat with Sugene Y/atson, the head-of the institu¬ 
tion. After that I sauntered about the campus, for the sun, 
by some miracle, had come out momentarily. 1 examined the 
remaining three great columns that still remain as silent sentinels 
of the great house of ^dtige Bullard which had been built there 
erior to 1836. I wanted to get some notion of the situation as 
it must have appeared in ante bellum times and admire what is 
left of the grand perspecitve from this unusual elevation abvoe 
the former Bed ^iver basin,. 

At 3:45 I put in an uppaarauce and ^as immediately 
iu reduced. The‘speaker took the opportunity to make a 
rather more elaborate reference to Melrose and me than i had 
expeated, and as though mail from good old Bostell had been 
examined, mentioned the cultural influences set afoot during 
Mrs. henry‘s life time, and how ueiroso had now entered upon a 
third phase and how nobly the trandifefcn of “rs. -^enry was being 
expanded and perpetuated. Un hearing this, I dismissed V7hatever 
opening l iT3 e I might have used, had there not been Buoh an 
elaborate introduction, and assured the audience, many of whom had 
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known the M a dam, that appearance before suoh an august 
group was more of a brehk with tradition, so far as the “adam 
was concerned, what with her famous, if not notorious, avoidance 
of« anything smacking of town or town meetings. This start seemed 
to get the proper reaction under way, and the speech ran along 
alright. About the only individual in the audience I knew 
was Hosalyn Aswell, and it was pleasant to have such an artist 
present for a talk about Art. 

jxs was to have been expected, the Project was adopted, followin 
a brief session of the organization, following my speech, 

A collation-followed and a -mighty good one it was. Celeste 
was waiting for me when I broke away from the throng, and 
we headed South. 

She spoke of the pleasures of the past week end, and 
remarked upon heT pleasure*.in receiving a Valentine greeting, 
albeit a little premature, from Quatorze today. In my 
role as Due de lau'zun, I had to admit to myself that nothing 
came to me from “me. de “ontespan who, as you know, is a member 
of the royal entourage. 




We stopped 
and Celeste had 
hack from South 
to talk with' Mr 
in spite of his 
operation on an 
time in my life 
not come down 
days. Celeste 


at first dark at Beaufort. Ifee. Cloutier 
mueh to dish about, for the Cloutiers are recently 
Louisiana. I was delighted to have an opportunity 
Cloutier, a grand person, _ and such.attributes 
vast business acumen and successful plantation 
extensive scale. -I guess this is about the second 
I ever did chat with him and he asked if he might 
to look over Xuctfa and the African house one of the 
and I were home by 7. 


se 


I want to read some more of the Roosevelt Hopins book 
tonight .for I find it interesting, and especially as it not 
only gi^es so ■many interesting paraonalk-alants on people of 
the administration but, for me, somehow fills in some of the 
blank spaces which soant newsapaper reading during the 1940’s 
left more or less void in ray own understanding of operations on 
the Washington front. 

In view of the complaint of Mre. "esbitt about Mr. Hopkins a id 
his strange demands for"curious food combinations, I was interested 
to find a reference in a private note of ^r. Hopkins, stating 
from Warm Springs that the food there was as bad as that in , 

"the W. H, monage". I was further interested to read 
Robert Sherwood Y s remark that White House food wasn't so bad 
when "the c ef" stuck to plain dishes but that'it left much to be 
desired when mere fanciful attempts were undertaken.' I don't 
recall if M r s. Nesbitt ever mentioned Mr. Sherwood, although 
vaguely it -seems to me there was some reference to table clothes that 
had been pretty badly mangled by all night workers on speeches for 
the ^resident. • 

Forgive the length of this book review. And oardon me while 
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Tuesday, February 14th, 1950. 


Memorandum: « * 

With a brisk boeeze blowing and the thermometer in the 
40's, the banana and butterfly lily leaves look pitifully 
out of order, which, indeed, they are. 

Srrant Mr. Brew turned up today, - the first I had seen him 
since Friday. Fortunately mail has been scant and my Mi. Muriel 
Williams could manage it alright. 

I asked Mr. Brew about the signs of Spring as are reported as 
being in surprising evidence among the piscatorial inhabitants of 
Oane River. ‘He told me he fell in the river yesterday while 
engaged in capturing them, for while local citizens are using 
hook and line, they really aren’t fishing at all, for there is 
such a concentration of these dwellers of the deep i, - and 
usually in the neighborhood of the«spillway, that one merely 
throws in a line with an unbaited hook, jerking the line out after 
is has disappeared a foot or so below the surface, and the 
hook catches a prize at almost any place along the body, - usually 
in the gills, but not always, for it frequently catches a fin or 
nsnetrates the belly. Off hand, this must sound like 'a mighty tall 
fish story, and I certainly wouldn't expect anyone to believe it, - 
and I should doubt it myself if, in times past,I hadu t witnessed 
such a peenorcenon. The greatest number caught in this-manner 
measure^ about 12 to 18 inches. Wiley Anthony f using bait, 
caught a number yesterday averaging from 2 and a half to three feet in 
length. 

In view of the planE outlined by Mr. ^rne-ss in an accompanying 
letter, I shall, in making ackno lodgement, make no reference to 
'fishing potentials at Melrose, for suoh information might t»ell 
throw the harness travel plans into a dither.' 

« ’ 

The letter from Friend Postell delights too because I khOw how 
enenanted he must be at the prospect of hraing the photost-.t maohine 
he mentions. I have no doubt he will return to. stead a' few weeks 
on Oane River this eummei. and perahpS'he will be able'to bring* 
said machine with, him,-- If : so, he may be able to obtain likenesses of 
the rarer documents in the vault of the ^atohitoohes Coutt,House, 

.and if so, v;e may, through that medium, b§ to gkin more 

particulars about Marie Therese, still euch a shadowy figure, 
although the examples of her creations are so visibly in evidence 
after all these years. 





umLtm. 
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Tow bits of information, mildly odd, came to my attention 
t is morning. In the post came an invitation for me to address 
the St, Denis Chapter 'of the D, A, R. in Natchitoches on February 13th, 

The envelope bore ray name and the balance of the writing ran 
"Melrose Plantation, Natchitoches, Louisiana,", TChat with the 
writer of the letter being a resident of Natchitoches some 60 odd 
years and a pilgrim to Melrose many a time, it does seem as though 
she might have been a bit more precise. 

And the other of news came in a most round about fashion, 

I telephoned Mrs. Peyton Cuunin^hara for an qddrass, and slap off 
the bat she offered me congratulations on my impending portrait, I 
floundered around while trying to marshal ray mind sufficiently to 
discover what she was referring to and a glimmer of light broke 
through when she added: 

"I was chatting with Jimmy yesterday and he said Rosalynd was 
bubbling over with enthusiasm at the progress she is making", 

• * 

Dow off hand it would seem as though anyone ought to know 
if he is or is not sitting for a portrait, but it.appears 
such a fact had not penetrated my thick skull, Automatically, after 
dhe congratulatory statement, I began figuring out how such a 
business to which I'must have been a party could have transpired 
without uy knowledge, and I cair.e to this conclusion: 

'fodn Sahara *swell was here painting Ohltjose magnolias the 
other day, she am&3sed her floral models in my living room where 
I left her to her own devicesfor au hour or so while ,1 business myself 
• with gardening in the Afrioan House area. Later I paBeed by Yucca 
and she called t d ue, saying she had finished .the ereliralnKry sketch, 
and I hauled out a coke for a fiive minute chat with her. As 
we exchanged five- or ten minutes of small talk, she asked me if 
I minde. if she sketched my likeuess in a little notebook- she had 
on her lap, Naturally I didn't have any objection and thought 
no more a,out it, not oven thinking to ask how she had made^out when 
in a couple of minutes she had put the uotiook bpck in hex purse, 

I conclude that from this pencil sketch she must have felt inclined on 
the following day to attempt a likenese on a larger scale, - but that 
is sheer conjecture’ on my part, in view of what lime, Cunningham had 
to refer to in quoting Herr Aswell, 

When Nosalyn was here a week or so ago with M rs . Wiley, if I remember 
correctly, albeit vaguely, there was talk about her regret in never 
caving taken a likeness of the Madam in oil, and we speculated about 
portraits, the dasireability of incorporating in such pictures some 
symbol indicative of the inter sts of tne indiyidual being paint, etc., 
but t at is all I recall Aboutsuoh a topic. Today the lady telephoned 
..ie to say she had been among- those present on Monday when I had 
haranged the multitude and how she had to Restrain her impulse at the 
dime to rush forward and ring my hand as an expression of*whole hearted 
a proval with what 1 had to say. I askod her how the magnolias looked 
after she h^d applied the finishing touohee, and she said she wasn't 
satisfied, bh-t must admit tnat they looked fair. Neither she nor I 
qde any reference to anything suggestive of a portrait, and there 


Wednesady, February 16th, 1950, 


Memorandum: 

I am completely be-fudd^ed by the present season. 

Today has been one of gorgeous sunshine, following 
a night of star-snangled skies. The thermometer in Shreveport 
touched 32, and was probably $ little less that that down here. 

Some of the banana leaves look cooked while some don't. 
There was no ice in the mud puddles but there was half an inch 
in the bird baths. 

At Arenbourg some 'of the pear treees haven't bloomed as 
yet, - obviously of the later'variety, while other trees are 
in full leaf, while most of the crepe myrtles show now signs of 
expanding buds while ot ers are in full loaf, as the earlier 
pears. Ana Just to set "the seal of ooufusion 0T) ^ mind, 
a big old white lily which comes into flower in July, 
unfolded it e white glory about 10 o'oloc tills morning, 

'Isn't that a twister to a season alroady topsy-turvy, 

I am uncertain on another point, too, for I haven't 
determined as yet if i^eath stalked on my front gallery laBt 
night or if ^ittle Grandpa merely whisked away all tnree of 
her children-to a quieter day nursery, I found her nest of 
yellow cotton on the briok pavement where it had fallen from 
the bench on whioh it had been repoeing * since that big old 
bird deposited the children t ere last ihurs ay or Friday, I 
noticed no evideioe of any kind o_ a stru. le and so I an 
hoping the altered situation was of the mother's own ohoosing 
and that the children are merely in hiding somewhere and not 
vansihdd from the face of the earth. I realize of course 
that all these speculations must make fascinating bits of 
news, and yet, since they are part and pnroel of this house¬ 
hold, I folio j ay natural impulse to mention them in passing, 

I aa glad to report that Dr. Saudi's health appears to be 
ir.r coving steadily. *1 talked with him over the telephone 
t:.is morning and he sounded evor eo gay. Ho said be gets 
out for ride every day and. tnat before A know he, he will be 
sliding up thie way to call on me 
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Referring to the enclosure, I an wondering if I 
would he trespassing on your goodness if I should decline 
to accompany the, three individuals on the mission indicated 
1.0 spend a day at the Court Rouse in a three way go at 
trying to decipher some old documents, —I reneat ^ I am 
wondering if I should respond by saying that I could secure 
assistance in the matter, not by adding a fourth or fifth 
person to take over the Court Records, but on ,the oontrary, 

I might be ble to get some of the docuraen e regarding 
Coin-Coin accounted for by sending a transcript of the 
original French to you. Tentatively I shall make suoh 
a response in acknowledgement of this letter, naming no names 
and guaranteeing no time limit. This would leave the 
matter in suspension.if ciraumstanoes, either in business or 
on the domestic soene, assuming a flock of South American's 
might suddenly appear, so that you might easily decline a hand 
on a whole flock of perfectly legitimate grounds^ 

What is more, of course, this pursuit of knowledge regard- 
,3 one Mane Therese, f.w.o., has nothing whatsoever to do 
about any impending artioles on which we are working, and 
for the life of me, I can't understand why the Hollomans are 
going to so much trouble about drawing 'back the cloudy 
veils of the colonial period on her behalf. But since she 
was undoubtedly one of the greatest women Louisiana ever possess-dd 
of or resident, and since she undoubtedly is the builder 

of Yucca and the African House a truly remarkable 
woman measured from a vast assdrllment of angles, it seems to 
-me wonderful indeed that this lawyer and hif wife should 

t0 *? ak ! sach a search, especially in 

lack of enthusiasm, even interest, 
member ra0 ° ° f WhlCh Uadarae “stoyer was suoh a distinguished 

on -f oo a £? 9 X? thQ interest of the hash a d of %s. Holloman 

m nds rm. nation to do the records, on the grounds of 

uridar £>£? and a dul1 <™e it is, and 

h 5 ! t!! t h S n ,d 6 S inter ® 8 t is to be charged, I wouldn’t 

na79 motion,-- nor do i oare, Just so long 

n ? dou t * on thoir P art » they thus 

that i brill f l0S llsht a ahadow 7 figure of greateaess 

that nas too long been shrouded jn darkness, 

thn as interested as I In ‘th e pamphlet on 

«i S V? n * 1 Sh * n S9nd U al °nS for your delectation, just 

as soon as it comes to hand. Being filed our naranhanalin 

cirouXstInce 8 al er''it rVe t° B0!n ? S °° d purposQ in the future* when’ 
\vhen vou ofu- t omploy it i some study or other 

men you ana I may be able to combine ?oroes on such studies. 

Mflnn-ronI er, v t lat * Gan reoall » has such an outrageously dull 
SrSrJft*UTf.. P "“ 1 - 1 Bha11 Sa S0 ^ lf 1 -v ao better 


Thursday, February 16th, 1950. 


Memorandum: 

It has been a good day at Arenbourg, in spite of one 
social hazard at lelrose that came near wrecking me. 

The day was glorious aB only a full day in Spring can he, 
and with sun up, I found myself busy at Arenbourg. 

Back home for a 7 o’clock breakfast, half a dozen odd jobs 
including the mail, _ out-going, and thence to the store for 
in-coming. 

When the olerk handed me my quota from the Post Office 
Department, a picutre post oard oh.nced to be on top of the 
letters. Celeste chanced to be along side, and in her usual 
friendly fashion, - but a little extra sooinl, it seemed to me, 
inquired: 


’Oh, you got a picture post card, Vho is it from. 


I told her I hadn’t the vaguest notion and she asked if 
she might observe the soene thereon displayed. But she didn’t 
stop at a glance at the front but turning it over, remarked that 
she would read it for me. And having road it, she looked puzzled 
and said: 

"How odd.this seems to come from the same place 

J. H, wrote one to me. Yho is Irma T.” 

•How that was a good question, I thought, but like so many, 
it was none of her Tjusiness, and would bring her no particular 
enchantment if she should find out. -nd so I lied and said; 


ir.; 


that 


‘ <«hy, you k ow Irma A ........Irma Tillinghast, 

fri .id of Hr. pipes in R&tohez. Don’t you remember 1 told you 
about her good luck in winning a Cuggenheim Award to study 
Indian painting in the South .Vest aud in Mexico." 

I might as well admit that I thought that was pretty good 
myself, —just off the b^t like that. Thank Heaven she didn't reraebex 
the months she made inquiries in late 1948 to learn ,the address of 
one Irma Tucker in order to send an acknwoledgeraent for the 
flowers for the M-dam's funeral, be -ring her card. 


Put any way the whiskers are slioed, I don't like n 
close shave. * c AliLe a 


















T 
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But once ov : er that hurdle, I was able to get back, to 
Are>bourg before the Knipmeyers arrived, and except for an hours 
interlude during the afternoon, contending with pilgrim problems, 

I spent the balance o 1 the day making ready for Spring at 
Arenbourg. 

I had an opportunity to some rather sturdy, albeit small 
crepe myrtles the other day, and I planted quite a few in Units 
Ho. 2 and Humber 1 at Arenbourg. Assuming they are properly 
grouped, or were properly a sorted when purchased, the, eventual 
effect ought to be rather nice, I think, for I -lanted two 
at a time, uniting one watermelon red with one pure white one, by 
ibeans of a stout chord with which I tied .them in t o or three 
places along the two foot stalks. I shall tighten up these chords 
several t.mes during the summer, and they will probably 
develope into what appears to be a single bush carrying both 
the red and the white blossoms ',7ith all the recent raine, the 
ground is pleasantly damp, and X believe these have a c ood 
chance to grow, although 1 mu,t say it is a little late in 
the se.-.son for orepe myrtles to bo planted, November or December 
be ng probacly, the best months. 

' * < 

With the aid of a will.ug helper, I spaded around all the pears 
and persimnnns along the grive, which was quite a chore, and 
around some of the pecanes and quite a few of the larger 
crepe myrtles, while at the same time Peter was going full 
tilt on a tractor, re-ploughing the dr ve and the terrace. I also 
set in a couple of persimmons,”- ones that had vanished from 
earlier,plantings, and made a move in the direction of clipping 
the hedge, but I didn't get far in that direction, - what 
with the sun dipping low benind the Moutose hillls about then 

I am entranced to report that the.two-eld gardenias rescued 
from destruction a wee,: or so back appear to be satisfied with their 
new situation, - at least their le ves are green and new ones 
are putting <?ut. And thus far the Opoulsas Pink camelias, although 
pretty tiny, are looking ever,so pert. 

I am physically tired tonight, but the kind of tiredness 
t 1 at gives satisfaction .when .by dint of stirring the ground with 
a stick, one feels that something or other has been accomplished, 
even though the undertaking has covered nothing more than kicking 
out the ,red carpet for old ^riraavera. 

You will find a couple of things to provoke a smile in 
the letter from Madame "Zeeweeg". 3he is*bound to ibe a charming 
woman, her letters are unintentionally such a panic. 

And, so to little old *ucca and a cup of lender leaf, a page 
of the Sherwood opus, and thence to my ^llow. 

I'll bet Arenbourg will sleeo good, too. 
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Friday, February 17th, 1950. 


Memor andum: 

•another marvelous day, with much digging about at 
Arenbourg, with*a vivid reoolleotion in mind of a line in 
the Hew Orleans Item last summer, when a critic of Olemence's 
pictures remarked in print; 

"It must be fun living on Cane River". a 

There were various things to claim much of my time at x 
Melrose but I devoted a fair share to arenbourg somehow or 
other and loved the clean fragrance of the newly turned earth. 

But I didn't go at it "hammer and tongs" the way I did 
yesterday, and accordingly 1 may be able to stay awake long 
eno-.gh to run through a couple of pages of the Roosevelt-Hojpkius 
opus tonight. I like the book. Obviously it is rather more of 
a reference volume for students of the inside operations of 
a -reat nation in times of peril, and off hand I should say that 
the biographical quality of the volume dims out when diplomatic 
papers spread over unusual lengths. But since I missed most 
of*these when they .ere being brought out, - assuming some or 
most of them were, I am learning a lot and benefiting greatly in 
bringin„ my concept of situations and circumstances into better 
focus. 

I was a little sleepy when 1 read one line and so am not 
sure to whom it 1 was attributed, ■* probably Hopkins, - and X am 
not certain of the precise wording, but it was something F. I). R. 
must have relished if he ever heard it; - 

••• "Ttfi’S Vetter to squander the tax payer’s money than 
the tax payers." 

Somebody should have tossed that line into politician 
Truman's address to the Democrats last night, a re-braodcast 
of which I heard sometime or other in the wee hours. His 
delivery was poor, for he muffed too many pertinent lines. 

But I guess it isn't much of an i .spiration to write a speeoh, - 
or deliver one against the Republicans. I can't understand for 
the life of me how the Old Suard or Old Guard-ism still persists 
after-all these years, as reflected in the Folicy Statement, 
contrived by the big wigs of the G. 0, S a couple of weeks 
ago. Everything they set forth seems so fiegative and so 
completely lacking in new ideas, - or old ones dressed up in new 
finery. Somehow or other tie Hoover a piroach to all problems 
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stili seen® to domnate Republican Party thinking, and I 
find a men^ l picture of "the great engineeer" flashing through 
my mind every time * heari anyone quote from-party Policy 
plantform, and I am reminded of a line in the Sherwood 
book wherein somebody or other, in speaking of Mr.. Hoover' s 
blighting presence, comes forth with the opinion that if 
anyone should place a rose in the ex-president's hands, it 
undoubtedly would automatically begin wilting. 

A note' from Lora calls my attention to the Sunday ni^ht 
radio show of Horace Heidt, reco mending the same to rae,- 
primarily, I suppose, on the grounds that people of color some¬ 
times have a place 5 on the program, and one*Jesse Owens, he says, 
is currently a runner-up for some special prize,- I gather. 

Personally I up-set the entire house in rushing to choke the 
radio i the E, Heidt program steals up on me before I 
•realize what is cooking, for I never did like contests much 
anyway, and there is never saiff icient satisfaction for me in 
hearing one person win when I contemplate the nstrual depression 
that must be the lot of all the others who do not. In this 
instfinoe, Lora can have all the program possible withouth the 
slightest draining of any of that particular ether wave on my 
part. As a matter of fact at that same hour on Sunday nights I 
sometimes listen to a perfectly outrageous Bible Slapper out of 
3ulf Port, Mississippi who is.to hysterical he is positively 
fascinating in his bility-to insult anybody's intelligence. 

If memory serves;' this particular radio Divine is named Jessup, and 
he promises to heal the sick by prayer, especially if you will 
send along- a donation with your account of your problems. And 
the killing part of it is that I know half a dozen colored 
people, —particularly the slightly wayward mamas of particularly 
wayward children who are forever sending in donations*to the Rev. 
Jessup v;rth t;:e hope that this'quack will, through paryer, con- 
tri-ve'to prevent the wayward children from getting too" drunk on 
Saturday nights. Surely A. Lincoln remarked correctly that 
"You can fool some of the people all of the time........" 

In spite of the heavy rains recently obtaining in this area, 

I think we shall have no trouble with water. The fields on 
each side of the Montrose -Lane are under water but the level 
has dropped an inch or so in the last 24 hours, and what with 
clear weattier ahead, the water will reced furt/er from day to 
day,* P expect. P guess the two million acres under water 
- dn Louisiana is. centered on Jonesville, about 60 miles straight 
3ast of Melrose ^n the road to flatohez. But that section always 
goes under and So its present situation isn't surprising. I 
smiled to myself when 1 heard the River Commission announce that 
the Mississippi flood gates would not be opened between Baton 
Rouge and J ew Orleans. Billions of dollars spent for said'gates, 
and sj far as I know, they never have been ooeued, not even in 
1946 when everybody in Louisiana had damp feet...,. 
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Sunday, -February:19th, 1960, 


Memorandum: 

Fortunately the Saturday mail was light for my entire 
secretariat, consisting of Messrs. Brew and 'Tilliaras, a ong 
with half a dozen other negroes, found themselves in jail. 

By some loop hole, Mr. Brew and three or four others contrived 
to get themselves released Saturday evening, but Murrel, Bookey, 
Smith Browsie, Charlie, etc., will not be turned out until 
Monday. 

The thing is a mere manifestation of hilly billy police 
methods and may not otherwise be explained, and the boys will 
probably have a fairly good time, what with better food, probably, 
than they would get at hone and perhaps a more comfortable place 
to sleep, 

z * 

On Saturday noon the body of Horace Chapman, a negro about 
40 was found in Cane River at Frenchie's honkey-tonk, hard by 
St! Mathews. It had been in the water a week. Heavy headed with 
wet groceries on Saturday night, he had engaged in a souffle 
with° 3 mith Browsie, and supposing he had cut him severely, 
apparently ran away in the direction of the river and fell in. 

The boys who were standing about at the time were taken into 
custody this cast Saturday, awaiting an autopsy. Accidental 
drowning was decided on as the cause of death, with some of 
the youths released, and the balance, apparantly, kept in jail 
over"the week end on general principals or is it les. Bxoept 
for Cgarlie Turner who is inclined to be rather boistrous, 

Murrel and Bookey and the rest chance to be the quiet and 

most well behaved on Melrose. *nd thus the "innocent bystanders' 

again take the rap. 

On the hone front, the merchant planter quite unexpectedly 
returned on Saturday night, several days ahead of schedule, 
which is usual. I dined with him today and we 
were flanked by Celeste, Madam Regard and Dan. I saw him for 
but a second alone, giving him the brief opportunity to 
chuckle over a story Celeste had told him about the 
intelleoutral or cultural pursuits of Miss I. Tillinghast of 
flatchea, 

A more elaborate report will undoubtedly be for-comino 
s ortly relative to life in the Southwest, Pan American 
relations and so on.* 





t 
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The weather continues fair "but is a little cooler, 

I n&ver can find afay weather reports on Sunday, "but assuming 
the atraOephere remains about as"yesterday and today, tomorrow 
should prove excellent for gardening, - I hope, 

I like Saturday nights because I usually am able to 
get a little extra reading fitted in to my s cedule. last 
night I traveled to the Casa Blanca Conference through the 
pagefe of the Sherwood book and thus succeeded 7 in getting 
a much clearer concept of a heap of thin s that transpire at 
that time than "I had previously been able to secure, and 
especially all the racket th- t went on among the petulant 
Free French doings at the time, 

t • ' 9 ’ i 

The more I read the Sherwood book, the more I* 
appreciate fc .e mass of direct quotations and summaries of 
documents ert.iuing to the time, and the more I find myself 
hoping so ebody will do a 'oook, po.sibly along the lines of 
that book about 7ashington curing the Civil 7ar, - Washington 
Hevelllie, or some such, in which the author will present 
a picture, centering on the White ^ouse, having to do in 
1 *ger measure about or with the salient personalities during 
the Hoosevelt regime. Hr, Sherwood with a. single line, disposed 
of two personalities, -"The ^resident vvas scheduled to entertain 
the Duke ahd Duchess of Windsor at noon," 

If memory serves, Mrs. Hesbitt disposed of the same 
luncheon with not much more elaboration. It seems to me 
the Duke and Duchess are the most romantic figures in the 
contempoaiy social world with an unrivaled background of 
politics ana romance that will forever make them unique 
figures in the topsy-turvy world of the 1930's and 1940's, 
and Anyone doing- a book about the White house in those years 
* should stretoh the account a little beyond a mere set euce. 

While at Celeste's this noon, I saw something th ( ;t suggests 
that perhaps Death did not stalk on ray* front allery the’ 
other night, as I had supposed, or that if the Grim Wreaper or is 
i4 Heapter did stalk there, Little" Grandpa snatched tie victims 
fro Him. For as I stood on Celeste's gallery, Little Grandpa 
very quietly scaled the trellis supporting*the wisteria vine, 
and leaped t>ver atop the pillar where her”earlier boode had been 
cradled, 2iy guess is that perhaps, following the assault by the 
do, ; s on. my itont gallery the other night, she transported 
her children*to safety where no one but herself might have access, 
and so, perhaps, oue of these days, the little fafcily may again 
ut in their appearance baok at *ucoa. 

^nd so to Another round with Hr. Sherwood, a cup of 
Teuder *eaf and to bed... 
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"Lord, make us truly thankful for this food we are about to 

receive, for nursin' up the body for Christ sake. Amen, —and 
take these other boys apetite away and give it all to me," 


Monday, February 20th, 1950. 


Memorandum: 

I jotted down the above blessing, as dictated to me by 
the Dark Duke. Ee dropped in to see me for a moment this morning 
on his return with his wife and children from a wee., end in 
Alexandria where he said both his sister and his brother-in-law 
had provided elegant repasts, one on-Saturday night, the other on 
Sunday night, and the baked chicken and the big old' Virginia ham 
looked so pretty when they sat down to supper, he just lifted up 
his voice and called on God for the blessing as phrased above, he 
gave me a sly glance, remarking that it^wss a pretty good one, he 
thought, but the boys at the table didn t seem to think much of it. 

» * o 

The full summer weather continues, bringing with it the 
billion things to do in the out of doors, including the accompanying 
hobbles imposed by the inevitable 1 road runners. 

Today's li3t wasn't so very long, but the arrivals.were 
so s aced as to h’-^der my undertakiags. Paynie' s wife dropped in 
about 9, scuttling my hopes of saving coffeee time, what with Celeste 
aud Hadam Begard having left e-rly for Alexandria. Celemence cane 
a little l' ter, then ^og and Clyde Anthony. '.7ood Br>-.zeale, the 
lawyer, came for dinner with K. and one o'clock saw a flock 
of men to take _ a : pass at gardening.’ J. E. had asked me before 
breakfast if I didn't want some men. I asked for 2 only, and 
was given 6.. 

^rs. Combs dropped in about 2 o'clock on her way to Alexandria 
where she is taking a course* in reference to her Welfare ’.York. 3he 
very ki idly runs through her somewhat elaborate notes for me, so that 
I am thus able to get the high points in contemporary trends in that 
field. The Dark Dnke had returned just as she arrived, and so 
I asked him to remain, —and on two counts, first because I thought 
he might glean a little from what was read from the notes, and 
secondly because I was curious to discover if he really would get 
anything, and if so, what. I was surprised and impressed at 
what he understood and remembered and wanted to elaborate u po p after 
Mrs. Gombs had de -.arted. He has a good mind, rather quicker than 
Peter's, but never having had an opportunity to go to school, 
he is naturally handicappedby his limited vocabulary, if that, Indeed, 
is the ~ord to use wheu oue fails to under stud the inoa&ing of words 
not in day to ’day 'parlance.. 
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A nd between all this and the gardening section, the Aguarellas,- 
or however one spells thsunme, arrived, I hadn’t seen them in 
ever so Ion* - the artistic couple who labored so mightily on 
me in the dental department a year ago, although it seems like a 
million. 

About 2 o'clock all my friends who spent the week end in 
jail arrived home. They passed this way to soe me, but what with 
other things cooking, I asked them to ry a contact with me on the 
ra'orrow, and be prepared to tell all. 

I read a little more of the Boosevelt Hopkins book and liked it, 
but have made up my m lnd somebody now ought to take all the 
material atrd write a biography of Hopkins, The othbr night I 
ran across a line in the dherwood book, indicating Hopkins' tendency 
to rise" cuss words', even when speaking of poety of which he was 
ever so fond.* The occasion was a reference to some particularly 
pleasant bit of country side in England, and Kopkin'e remarked that 
is "one reason why the British write such God Damned good poetry". 

I intended referring’ several days ago t*o how splendid I found 
a letter, u ted in the book, signed by G. Borglum, the sculptor 
of the stone faces in the Black Hills in the l 920 's or 1930's. The 
letter is to Hopkins pleading for allotments of V/£a funds for the 
Arts Project. The letter rakes, iu my opinion, with that of, say, 
7/illian Allen 'White, at his best, as in the Editorial on the death 
of his daughter. This Borglum letter has undoubtedly received wide 
publicity-in print, but I had never heard of it before. Perhaps 
it is in that*letter, rather than something of Hopkins' writing, 
that the reference to the fate of tne rose in Hoover’s hands is 
mentioned 

And right than and there an idea strikes ine: - why in'the world 
haven't everybody or hasn't everybody who has any feeling at all 
for culture, joined hands i n a series of boradcasts over all the 
lajor net works, preferably on sustaining time, of cbtirse, but if that 
avenue be closed,* 0 n P aid Programs which might ultimately be sponsored. 
Surely all the artists, art teachers, turstees of museums, museum 
staffs, etc., etc. not to mention' devotees of the liberal, cultivated 
minds, who, up to Aow, seem to stop short with music I shall 
c'rtainly explore this matter with &r. Hansford 0x > hiS first go-round 
at u elrose. Obviously I shall return to this subject over and over 
again when I have had an opportunity to give the matter a little 
thought* And some day somebody will contrive a pioture gallery 
for youngsters, paintings or illustrations on a'^rand scale of the 
aspects of life,*both real and imaginative, sitch as pictures of 
their favorite mytholigioal and folk lore heros and heroines, etc., 
where a taste for this sort of thing might be inculcated early. 

•Veil, Lerd, t. ere is so much to bo taken under advisement, and 
here I am at the end of the page.mi sere. 


»£„car4 from oraco a d 0-rolgn Hill 
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Pat Tuesday, February 21st, 1950, 


Memorandum: 


To hand your elegant letter of the 10th et cetera, toget] 
the grand assortment of clippings whioh I have devoured with 1 


th 

y. 


Poor you, what with all the hospitality you have had to 
of late,"the weather acting up not to mention the Winds of v£ 
intensity that have blown from at least a couple of direction 
I never cease to marvel at the prodigous amount and varity of 
labor that y 0u take with such stamina Please, but please do 
yourself a little respite if and whenever you can, , : 


Inse 


I afa sure conversation must have been.ever so brisk and ij 
formative duiing your recent sessions with leg of mutton and 
all.Surely there'must be a billion side lights on as many 
subjects, stretching all the way from ^939 to 1949, and it 
must make interesting, if not too depressing listening.So little 
is [rnown of situations in any particular place, and how much more il 
the dark we must have been when night settled down on Europe a 
decade ago. 


And how And and thoughtful of you to pass along some of these 
pictures of the contempoary soene. isn ita reminder of the 
Speak Easy era jn America when today everyone in Europe living 
under the Verboten sign is now rushing in^o literary evening devote 
to banned books of yester-year. I need scarcely assure you of 
ray interest in such little side lights and I hope you will detail 
them endlessly, should any occur regarding any point as time 
marohes on. Aside from the obvious stupidity of Iron Qurtains, 
it has always seemed to me that one of the most deplorable results 
stemming front the sealing off of knowledge, _ 0 ne people from 
another, - that after the Curtain has finally been pierced, it is 
unlikely that either set of human beings, after years of being 
thus sep;rated from knowledge of the true doings of each other, o 
ever come to a full appreioation and appreciation _ even a belief 
in and an understanding of the mental viewpoint of the other, 
you have no ed anything along this line, - or, by some mir- clo 
manifestation that such gaps can actually sometimes be filled 
and brought into coaoar. tively true perspective, do pass the v; 
along. , ‘ . 


How characteristically generous of you to share your libr 
with' those to whom tne books will mean so much. Another star 
gleams in your crown and again I bow m utter admiration,. 










i 
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As for the clippings, X have enjoyed then enormously. Isn t 
dhe q; otation from Ohnxohili regarding splashing paint in eternity 
so indicative of his originality of expression, ^nd speaking, 
of that gentlenan, I understand, as I have never known before, - 
thanks to the Sherwood volume, that all through the war, Churchill 
was forever opposing the direct invasion of Europe from the West, 
having forever"tired, and persistently, to carry out landings in 
the Sleuth instead, - Dalmatia, Greece, Bulgaria, Rhodes, etc. As 
yet X have discovered no explanation of his viewpoint in this 
matter, and 1 am wondering if you reoall having seen anything 
ccounting for his opposition to the Channel attack, I understand 
from the present volume that an invasion on the Channel would have 
been attempted in 1942 had he not successfully contrived to get 
the African campaign adopted as a substitute, and his persistence 
continued through 1943, - and right to within 6 or 8 months from 
the June, 1944 operation Perhaps everybody know why lie maintained 
this aversion to the Channel invasion but I do not, and, again, 
on the other hand, perhaps only Churchill knows, and, should that 
be the case, perhaps no one will ever learn. 

And thanks m uch-much for the Times and the Herald Tribune 
clippings covering Shakespeare as it is not presented in Natchitoches. 
I haven’t quite decided what 1 am going to do with these two items, 
but X think I shall stir up some kind of a business, using them 
as a basis for the doings.' What with two weekly newspapers in 
town, and one of them rather inclined to be sympathetic to our 
friends, I may pen a line to the Editor, telephoning the other, 
and so, if possible, get the pot to simmering in circles where 
•JSntrenaked Die nards might, I hope, get scalded a little when 
the pot boils over. 

The sumner continues with an unending rain begining late 
during the afternoon, contiuing into the night. There is enough 
water in unwanted places in this setftion, but I think the ground 
is sufficiently dry to absorb a gre-t eal more, and so far as our 
side of the fence : is concerned, tonight's drizzle will do no harm, 

a 7 ' 

A typical turn ,in the scuffling going on at the Cout House 
was confided to me today. No reference should be made to this, 
since 1 dpn’t want either secretary to know of it. The youth who 
beoarae • involved in the' business, and so dragged in many others of 
his acquaintances, expressed himself to me, on assurance of con¬ 
fidence, - that he is' completely at a loss as to why he ever said 
the drowned man, Horace Chapman, had attempted stabbing him on 
the night H. Chapman disappeared, for, as my informant explained, the 
man really hadn't so much as glanoed in his direction at the honkey 
tonk, and’ he has beeu mooning about at the store all day, - "in 
a brown study", wondering why he ever oame to >,1 .self and 

his friends up with suoh a business. . Well, so things turn, and 
hov nice if this paper weren't so abruptly breaking off.,,. 


v„. 
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Washington's Birthday - Ash Wednesday, Feb. 22, 1950^ , 


Memorandum; 

•We killed a hog today and my wife'last night, she 
dreamed that Mr. Francois was on his place up the road, a ploughin 
away without any mules in his flower garden, and so we thought 
we would like to ask if you would like to come and have 
supoer with us tonight a little after first dark, what with 
the fine hog we done killed today and all. 

Thus spake little Slam along about 4 o'clock this 
afternoon when I responded to a tap on my door. 

Perhaps I should explain that the big day in any cabin in 
the Cane River country is hog killing day, and an invitation to 
dine at the home of anyone celebrating said ritual is ratner ) 

special. # ; 

The Agarellas had passed by Yucca not half an hour before 
little Hiam tapped, bringing along a bottle of wine of which they had- 
not time to remain to sample with me, being in a slow hurry . And 
so on accenting the invitation to dine, I sent along the wine, 
ai’d so everybody was licking his chops well in advance of 
first.dark. 

C 

It was little Slam, when he was little, who presented me 
with t e finest gift I ever received from a^ane Biver negro, - 
a little frog he brought me for y fountain in the Jardin des 
Confidence. And now that little Slam has grown and towers 
over me, he is still a person to my liking, although sdme of 
his recent doi gs, - channeling tractor gas into private 
auto-motive wagons of his own, etc., suggest he is 
temporarily off the straight and narrow path, and for tnat very 
reason I wanted to commune with him as his guest. His brother- 
in-law. Charlie Turner, who spent last week in jail and who had 
pummeled my assistant secretary the week before, was also present, 
and Charlie's brother, Robert, together with the wives'of each 
and two or three little children of each. 

The food, although simple, was marvelous, the pork being 
seasoned in a fashion that only deep South negroes could contrive. j 

And the oonversation, equally si pie, was somehow as marvelously . 
flavored with spiritual condiments whose identity would be 
as diffioult to separate and label, but whose effects on the sensations 
were as deep and as satisfying. 

I have just r turned home by the n light of the new moon, and. . 
my desk qlock points to ten minutes after ten. 


I 
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* The fine weather continues once more, following yesterday's 
rain, and the promise is for fair weather straight ahead, - 
I hope. 

Bricks for the hack gallery pavement began arriving 
this afternoon. I guess about a thousand were delivered, and 
a thousand more, at least, will be required. 

With plant tion work suspended because of the lingering 
dampness from last night, there were lots of people from the 
place dropping in to see me, and we all had fun assembling one 
thing or another by way of materials for tomorrow's labors on 
Yucca. I have‘beenturning over in my mind for some time how 
some sort of water could be introduced into the tfhite Garden or 
on to the gallery thereof, and today I guess I solved that matter. 

For ever so long I‘have eyed with yearning a big old sugar pot, 
perhaps 6 feet across, whose Iron casting suggests the thing 
must date from colonial if not ante bellum times. It is 
beautifully shaped, the delicious curves tapering deftly from rim to 
base. My callers assisted me in moving the t ing to within reach 
of a faucet, and scurbhing produced striking effects. Tomorrow 
we shall apply a steel bush to the rust, and within a week 
it will look alright. A base will be required for it to rest on, 
of co rse, and I worked out the design for a pedestal of brick, 
similar to those used on the'gallery pavement. But then 
my memory began sefving me better and 1 recalled an ancient « 
mill stone that had once figured in the old mill that was incorporated 
in the original great barn, the furthest unit to the 3ast, - 
Yucca, the African House, the Barn, ^nd so I shall roll this mellow 
item of colonial days', placing it on the gallery as a focal point 
in“the whole scheme, - slap under the punka, with the great 
sugar pot atop the grindstone, and the pot itself brimming over 
with water, flecked with a few dozen goldfish, and the-surface 
gaily decked out with the purple or laveudar flags of 
the water hyacinthss. “ * 

It rounds to me*as though, if the thing ever egts rigged 
up, it reall. out to be rather nice. 

1.': t t 

< 7/all, so njuch for looal doings, and I shall break off at 
this point, for I want to hear a broadcast•about a Red Hiver levee 
breaking on the Hast side of the river between Montgomery and Alexandria, 
which was reported a little earlier in the evening when conversation 
over the dusky supper table was going full tilt and I merely noted 
■the news cast while remarking upon it to no one, what with 
couvers ation being so rich and fule,rae of folk lore 
at the time. • . « 

u ne more not regarding the dinner. The local custom was 
raantained as a matter of course, - the gentelmemen being riven 
a table in one room where they ined by themselves, while the 
ladies and children dined in another by themselves, and it 
was all the merrier *ifc ehdraa when we joined each other, - a kind of 
reversal of formal diuuers where t e ladies withdraw following 
«ii i'll': ' " 



new 
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Thursday, February 23rd, 1950. 


Memornadum: 

Hurly-burly is the word. 

Back from ^renbourg by 7:20 to find three men waiting 
for me to do some gardening. 1:21, and 8 men arrived to 
jack up the house. 

'"■This was enough to keep the wheels turning rather briskly, 
but in the morning there were a couple of telephone calls 
thrown in, not to mention the usual Thursday Knipraayers. 

Afternoon and more men for the jacking up business 
and the sisters D'orraon blew in bearing me a pot of 
elegant hyacinthes, - rose ones. 

' C a t 

The jack up job was a botch, for J. H. loves to get 
anything done with a liok and a promise, and he calls the job 
done whereas 1 it really isn't weel started. But I guess it 
will .hold the house for another stretch, and then we shalll, 

I hone, have the excitement of doing.it all over again. Originally 

he had sent the men, not to jack up the house but to lay the 

brick pavement on the gallery, precisely where vast 

excavtions have tp be indulged in to ,_.et the jacks under 

the house. I shall enjoy the odd sensation of level floors tonight, 

and tomorrow when they develope 30 degree angles from Horth to 

South, 1 shall feel right back home again. 

Well, let's get on to the Dormons. Really, they 
looked ouite spiffy, "Ole Virginie", a study in gray, and 
Caroline, likewise in a tailored suit, but hers in dark green 
wit light —interruption..... 

I guess T was speaking of little ^iss Dormon and her 
ohic green suit and hat of like color and material. She 
was bubbling as usual, but this time over the new log residence 
the Dormons are building this summer. They sold some timber 
from Brinrwood an had the lo gers out enough round trunks of 
trees for their house. Dog cabins of squared wood are air-ish 
enough, of round logs even more so. But the Mormons are 
impervious to comfort in their own dwelling although they 
always revel in the amenities of households maintained by other 
people, and since they spend muoh of their lives at home, I 
guess thdy*don't mind ohink holes through whioh wintry blast 
can penetrate in December aud bugs on end in summer. But if 
the Dormons got a tenth of the satisfaction living the plr.ee that 
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they erive in the anticipation of d i g so, then 
their log cabin vill most certainly not nave bean in 
vain. 


Blanks to a 
caught up on some 
delighted me. I 
Mary Prom Dixie 
omitted. It is 
served Ben Ames .; 
lie in turn could , 
elating of this n 
rqcall ever bavin 
Book. Topics. If 
it as much as any 


short mail, I had an opportunity to get 
more clippings, all from you, and they 
am so glad to know that the new edition of 
includes material which the earlier edition 
pleaseut to know that iirs. Ov.esnut's book 
ill!ama .in-writing his House Divided while 

by supervising the 


return the gensture 


ew eidtion :of the Dixie opus. I don't 
g heard H6use Divided mentioned in Talking 
I had to read a novel, -I suppose I would enjoy 
I can think of at the mo ,ent. 


Having stepped out to supper last night, I didn't get 
an, opportunity to have a final io at the Sherwood book.^t 
my last sitting I was reading about that strange doings when 
the ^resident, O'olonels Kuo:, and Stirason, pretty much^O- all 
the General staff and top officers of the war were on the 
battleship Iowa, in mid Atlantic wherr one day, while they were 
all on deck, a torpedo came charging slap at the Iowa from 
oioe of the protecting ostroyers convoying the Iowa. Ho one 
on the destroyer knew who vas aborcd t.he Iowa, but, as 
Hr. 3 erwood observes, had the destroyers chief officer known, 

.he probably would have hung trie ship’s anchor arouud* his neck 
and. Jumped overboard. 

Did I mention t.iat Celeste went to a specialist in Shreveport 
.yesterday about a sore e.ye and was told ^t was a nerve thing and 
that she was undoubtedly flying about too endlessly. Back home 
at 6, tnere was so e kind of a'doings at her house and. tonight she 
bus gone to some.kind of party in t.wn, but the eye department 
is nil well and so we live, it .ppears, in the best*of all kinds of 
vorlds. , . ' , 

At ^renbourg this morning, I discovered two or three dozen 
great lilies in an expectant-state, their blossoms seeming to 
have matured to the point of unfolding today, accordingly I 
bro t home a full armful, thus adding a heady oerfume'’to 
the Yucqa living: room while the banging of hammers and creaking 
Of jack3 added contradictory elements to the atmosphere as 
the outside opposed the iuside- with racket versus harmony. 

I am pleased to report t at the *»renbo’:rg sweet olive is 
heavily laden with blossoms again, and is anrmrantly nutting on 
new growth, What kind of a year thi-e is going to be for ve station 
I can not imagine, but they say the bug crop is -oing to be^ 
wonderful, what with Spring lasting all winter,.;.. 
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Friday, February 24th, 1950. 


Memorandum: 

f 

Today came your grand air mail and I hasten to say how 
noble of you* to offer to lend a helping hand it the translations 
about Mrae. Co in-Coin. 

But under no circumstances, should any come to hand, let 
theira push you a out, for nobody has to catch a train, and if 
and when you find the leisure and the impulse to'have a go 
at them, and you aren't wearing yourself to a frazzle there’oye, 
then ana only then will you give them so much as a glance, I 
hope. 

There is a etter that arrived today containing two or 
three hand written pages, which I assume to be the material in 
question. But I was so pressed for time all during the day 
that I never did get an opportunity to. do more than read one 
leetter, and naturally the one selected did not be-.r an 
Alexandria cancellation. 

I an so glad there is a glam* of sunshine holding a 
promise of no more visitors to your busy household within the 
immediate future, and I am homing this prbmise hold true and 
that you may have a whole flock of week ends in which you may 
runage arouftd in a billion things that I' am eure xe 
awaiting your first moment of relaxation. 

Hy radio speaks of r in and chill in your region,, But 
be of good cheer, for what with Spring bombarding us daily from all 
quarters, Manhattan is bound to give way to Melrose temperatures 
eventually, 

a * 

I somehow carved off a "couple of hours for gardening by 


myself at Areubourg, the 

Melrose I had two or three gardeners scuffling about 


dawn was 30 marvelous, and back at 


ilch 


while 6 or 8 men were working at Yucoa, hauling saud into wn- 
the brick were to be set, etc., etc. fwuice during the day' 
they had the pave >ent about a quarter laid, and twice I made 
them take it Up, niter n while 1 got tired and just let hen 
go ahead. The'surface when completed, Will be about as undulating 
as the Atlantic in January off the Grand Banks, and the designs 
they seem to be contriving are so uubclleveably bad that the whole 
thing, becomes fascinating, and probably after it has been used 
a week or two, nobody will ever notice the design, and a few 
generations hence, when archiolo^ists ure excavating for 
remanents of old.mulatto Arts, they will uncover this 
rare example, entirely oontrived by negroes, indifferent with 
Spring and worn out by too much frolicking for nights on end. 
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Six or eight of the hoys, not today's fcborers on 
the Yucca project, but engaged in other plantation activities 
passed this way, - Tuny, -^eter, Log, etc, and Log regaled us 
•vith an adventure he had experienced this’morning when to the 
Jest of the cement m the M 0 n rose ■Hills, he and Bookey and %. 
Brew were searching for some tract of land J. H, owns over 
there, for they had been sent with a big old truck, to bring 
back -sand. Nothing -but hill billies„live -beyond the 
cement and as they are invariably mean if not vicious to the 
colored people, the boys were hestitant about inquiring as to 
« the location of the Henry property. But finally, Log decided 
he would stop the truck and go to the next house theycame to. 

As he gathered up all his courage and headed out, the other boys 
opeined up a sack of cracklin's, by way of a bit of breakfast 
while waiting, and Log admonished them to save him some. 


But Long never got to the house, for no sooner had he 
approached it than three white bull dogs rushed out at him. 
Fortunately he regained the cab of the truck before the dogs 
cau. ; , t up with him but somehow in the excitement, one of the 
other boys dropped the paper sack containing the fried cork. 

There t e three boys were i side the cab, their food on*the 
ground just 3 feet perhaps immediately beneath the door of the 
truck, and yet they couldn't reach for it, the dogs were so 
vicious. They conte plated the fate of t-ieir breakfast for a 
mo ent or tow, trying to think how thev might retrieve it without 
getting an arm or a leg snapped off, when one of the big old 
bull dons came sniffing around the cab door, and then, discovering 
tne sack of cracklin's, sniffed even more madly at it, glancing 
the while, first at the sack then at the boys in the cab. 

Naturally they expected to see the food evoured with no 
quick snap of ^ the- »%h-ty--jaws, but they-were mistaken. Instead 
tne dog disdained the colored man's food, and neatly raising 
a hind leg, sprinkled the spilled saok, and thereupon 
trotted off. Hill billies are mean to begin’with, but I must 
say their animals, while just as mean, are, —it must be admited - 
even meaner and more subtle. 


I somehow worked in about 50 cdllege students from Shreveport 
I guess they were, but didn't do more than give them a 
little ohat^bout early u elrose, it provides such an excellent medium 
f ,r poling fun at Shakespeare ds not presented in one Louisiana 
college, and aftec tat let them had a look at the outside 
of t ■ buildings. Dr. Erwindropped by to chat with J. avjd ne whllo 
we were observing the stange patterns developing on the Yucca 
pavement. He had much to soy about the prent promise for 
boll weevil t.ais year, which seems to be wonderful, what with 
no cold t is year to kill any bf them, - and so the day 
played, out, and tonight I shall sleep without too much Tender Leaf 
or •J. erwood to set my head nodding,... , 




Sunday, February 26th, 1960. 


Memor andura: 

Another lovely day hut cooler. 

As you have undoubtedly noticed, I found an opportunity 
to glance at the penciled stuff from Mrs. Holloman"before 
the departure of Saturday's post, and so I sent the whole business 
along. Please don't, please, put yourself through in making 
the translation, for we can send it along to her whenever con¬ 
venient. I have no doubt you 'will make a copy of these 
documents for our file, when turning the originals into 
English. If you should care to do so, you might keep the 
duplicate in one of your own scrapbooks, files or whatever, and 
I shall send along her copy to her 

Under sepaate cover, I am sending along the photostats of 
three other papers which you may, I hope, be able to decipher 
without too much difficulty. Eventually the originals should 
he returned with a copy of the English rendition, but, please, 
please don't feel rushed about these for we are not going to 
use them in any article, and why she and her husband have generated 
so much interest about them, I oannot imagine, exoept that he 
and she seem to be the type that might get interested in anything, 
and loose the zest with just as much speed. 

They came up and spent this afternooon with me, and after 
a sitting of f our "or five hours, - one expounding legal terms endless¬ 
ly, the other chattering away a/t a great rate about everything from 
Maria fherese Coin-Goin through the Blaok Awan, General Devereux, 
old Audubon, et cetera, - the antiphonal clattering along to left 
and right of me until they raighkxd mounted their horseless carriage 
and diappeared into the shadoww of first dark. 

I did enjoy running through the Melrose Abstraot with Mr. 
Holloman, For a few salient points, thinking you might 
find some clarification of them pertinent.at this time, I shall 
do a Herr Holloman, and rattle off a few. - no record exists that 
we know of during the occupancy of this property by the parents 
of Augustin, Louis, Suzanne, eto, but obviously they did'life here 
as the presence of the African House and Yucca atest. In t/.e 
1790's, Louis seems to have been given a patent, obviously, 

I should say, to property in the family Louis died in 1832, 
and his son, Louis, built Melrose. He fiied in 1837, leaving 
a minor, Theophile Metoyer. In 1847 the property passed to 
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the brot ers Bippolite and Benry Hertzog. Much litigation 
ensued following the Civil 1- r and they lost it in 1869 to 
srorae people whose manes I have forgotten, - merchants in 
ITew Orleans, I believe, who never ocoupied the place but 
.had i f t operated, I suppose, as absentees landlords. Old Joseph 
henry acquired the place in 1884, and on his death in 1898 or*1899, 
it was acquired by John n enry, husband of Gammie Garret henry. 

But enough of this business, and the mere reading of what 
I write must be as tedious as I am tired of having heard the 
particulars reeled off with such monotony all after noon. 

/ ....... 

On Saturday morning the brick, gallery of ^ueca was finally 
fitted together, and it really doesn't look half so bad as it 
should. Tomorrow concrete edges will be contrived on the garden 
side to hold the brinks in place, and the steps to the to doors 
from the house and the two correcting rooms,'- the Chapel, etc., 
will be contrived, and then* I hope, the workmen will depart, 
following a generous sanding of the bricks to fill in the 
little crevisses, The thing was such a hurly-burly - n Saturday, - 
getting the bricks to fit together as tie final stfages were 
reac ed, t.iat I marched myself to ^renbourg to garden, since 
I concluded nobody could ever get t.-.e workers out of their seemingly 
hooeless souffle, fortunately they somehow extricated the: selves. 

t 

kfter they had gone I got hold of Puny, fugabou and Bzra 
who rolled the hetvy old mill stone into the center of the 
c .llery. By some miiacle not a brick was borken in the doing. 

Then they placed the big old iron sugar cauldron atop the 
mill stone, and that bit of arden*decore, under roof, was 
accomplished., Later the Dark "uke passed by and wanted to see 
how the big old pot would look'witb water in it, and so he went 
to work fillin it. Then, just as a gesture, I floated some 
water hyaohinthes on the sr.rfaoe and slide a few -old fish into 
the shadowy depths of t .a dark cauldron _ collapsing with lo°- 
on an old benah to admire -our handiwork’aud revive out 
snirits with a glass of wine. I really think theplace'is going 
to look rather nice when all the piles of" sand, cement, wheelbarrows 
saovels, brooms, etc., are cleared "hway, and I can make use of 
the place to work on scrapbooks or whatever. 

from the two attached slipps, you will gather from the 
one that J, h, must have deposited the Sutton check, covering 
Baahelier hush money in my favor. Be handed me the slip and° 
l-.e c' eck book,, Which balanced very nicely against reparations 
I had'insisted upop, as a, ainst the amount indicated, which I assume 
to be a couple of hundred dollars. I have signed a blank check which 
I suggest you make out to the extent of putting jour name on * 
sane, I shall never draw on the account ar,d I ask that you always 
feel tbf!t it Is yours aud in case of my death, I trust you will 
uot fail to .dr.-iw on it instantly, in the san ti .e it will :a nice 
oo-.sIder it e. as & little Ljsur^nce Item or v .atever vou 
please,,.'.... . , \ 




DjJr 
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HondaJ, February 27th, 1960. 


Memorandum: • _ ' ' • 

fl3 you may have already noticed, the enclosed clipping isn't 
much, but 1 send it along for the recofd regardless. 


Today has been full-full and I still haVe so many 
o ds and ends to atteiid to before folding up my beard that this 
Memo may be a little d Her, - but happily briefer than usual. 

3v dii dint of main force and awkwardness, with much 
pushing and hauling and a little whip cracking, the briot pavement 
giving on the white garden is oorapleted, and is tonight under a hedsprad 
of sa°d an inch or two thick. The sand is spread over the entire 
surface so that it may trickle down between tne individual bricks 
which are not set in cement but rather are fitted together 
in such a way as to eliminate all the suggestion of modern 
creation, and the sad seeping down, will hold them moVe or leM 
firmly in place. I had an apron of oement spread along the 
endge o * the fc allexy on the garden side, perhaps o iuohes in width, 
which will act as a bulwark against spreading on that side, and 
an ample line of Giants 3eard, edging the same, sill completely 


Asdie from the half dozen men contriving toe brick steps from 
the gallery to the two doors, - two bricks high, but therefore requiring 
up a single riser, I had half a dozen men in the gardens, and 
they required Constance supervision, for what I was 
contriving there could be comprehended by no one by me, and 
there was°some vagueness in my own head, although 1 w>-.s 
concerned more by the means that the final end I had envisioned 
ro.o-rmininc- dav lilies, re-arranging borders, etc. 


I-had devoted a cou le of_hours before sfm up or Shortly 
thereafter to ..renbourg, where I 1 had Puny haling me with 
runtime u o some thing in anticipation of doing some grafting 
either late this week or early next. It is good to know 
that ground is "ploughed". 


. Sprinkled through these activities were_the inevitable 
pilgrims. Some physician from town who I do dot know, - a 
Dr. iloody, I believe, passed hi self off rfB a great friend of 
some of the neurys, - but at supper I learned this was quite tr.e 
opposite from the truth. Dr. iloody had the nerve, —on this, his 
first visit, --to bring a Dallas physician with him, the latter 
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being pleasantly high. I resented not the pleasant state of 
his frame of mind, .hut the effrontery of f.nyone bringing such 
a'guest, vnhat with all the honkey-tonks between here and town 
where they oould have found a heap more stuff for which the 
one physioian was obviously inclined to have as first thought 
in his mind. 

After leaving, they returned from their oar, bringing me a 
bottle of whiskey which I declined. I glandly would have taken 
it to pass !along to some of my colored friends, but it was 
more Important, 1 felt, to snub them with the bottle than to 
to give rmfch consideration to Saturday night extras in the local 
frolic department. 

Things were beginning to jell on the back gallery, and 
*1 had hoped to devoto the rest of the evening to things 
there when Dan n enry brought a couple dull frieuds of his for 
a bur, making 'a scramble of the finishing touches in the 
gallery business. 

t 

A couple of other doctors arrived about the same time, 
one a rather famous surgeon, an. that threw things further into 
a tangle, Ret result; - supper was two hours behind 
shoeflule, and I am two hours behind in everything, including 
sleep. 

I laugh when 1 think of “Srs, Hunter Pierson's remark to me 
three or four Sundays ago; 

/%0r. "<•'& -• « * 

"Y/hat in the world can you possibly do’all day in a place 
so remote as this." 

I felt like saying I o>.n consume a heap of endrgy 
restraining myself from batting people with foolish questions just 
like you are propounding. • 

On early Sunday morning Joe Doo's honkey tonk was broken in to 
and a case of whiskey lifted. Joe Doo is the s n-in-law of the 
former*Mrs.-Clarence Compton, and operates the honkey tonk whioh 
appears, I think, in one of the snapshots of Cane River, taken 
from the terraoe it Arenbourg, - the place just at the far end 
of the Melrose bridge, - on the West b&nk. 

The culprit who did the stealing was -i-ove Williams, uncle 
of my second secretary, who broken iilto the old ^elrose 
store a year or two ago, stealing some hoes or hoe handles, I have 
forgotten which, - the same to exchange with some merchant planter or 
other‘Tor fire water. The Sheriff took love to fwon’on Sunday, and 
arrested Clyde Claude JSraraettt Davis for worrying his‘former wife, 
Jaokie, the complaint being filed by one Olefraence hunter, mother of 
Jackie. Jy 4, hauled both of the gentlemen back to u elrose this 
morning. And eo things turn, and so I turn to a couple of other 
things, including my downy oouoh,... 


Tuesday, February 28th, 1950. 





Aemorandura; 


Anothe: busy day, and another day of full blown Spring, 
with all the breezes from the direction of the Gulf and withal 
as balmy as such seasonal items are supposed to be. 

Early this morning I worked with Puny, outtiug twigs from 
various persimmons, including the splendid ante helium one I talked 
so exhaustively about along in November, and some from giant 
oriental varieties. These twiflgs were then carefully wrapped and 
placed in the ice box where they will remain urftil early next 
week when we shall devote ourselves to contriving unusual 
combinations on the Arenbourg collection. What with the season 
so entirely out of joint, it is difficult to judge what may 
result from this year's grafting, which will probably be in the 
etreme, successful or a disaal failure. But it will be 
fun in trying, and if success favors the enterprise, then it 
ought to be twioe as good as such horticultural exploits turn out. 

At Yucca 1 put t e finishing touches on the .Thite Garden 
g-llery. A couple of men helped me shovel up the sand from 
the pavement, and after the same had been properly swept and re- 
swept’ we ladd down some old rugs, carted out the furniture, consisting 
of benches, clairs of the home made variety, with cane seats in 
some cases and cow hide in others, 'Jith the iron cauldron 
standing slap beneath' the punka this year, there is every sugge tion, 

I imagine, that it may have been placed there in order that the 
soup, - or whatever may be oooking, - may be cooled the more 
readily, 

A young mountain of sand that had beon dumped in front of toe 
gallery had to be moved, 6 or 8 huge truck loads, I guese, and 
that was a job, but the men worked with vigor. I find that 
occasional intervals for a oigarette or a glass of wine or 
some suoh really turns out the work, and today we turned it. 

T;iis afternoon, a ong other things, 1 edged the gallery and 
the beds of butterfly lilies which emphasize the projecting 
chapel and its counterpart to the west, and the whole business 
looked rather spiffy and awfully le Hotre when we were done. 

In between times there were pilgrims, and one or two were 
very nice. Along about dinner time, J. H. introduced me to 
a former Hew Orleans banker who was bassing this way. I asked 
him to remlain for soup with the clerk and me and he did. He 
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seemed to know ever body in Hew Crier, as and lied many an amus ng 
tale to tell of iLyle and particularly h's enthusiasm for Mardi 
« Gras. Sg gave **n excellent descirption of this year’s Comus 
Ball, - which, as yon know is as reserved for the elect as is 
St. Gel as’s jn Gharleston < I believe the man’s name, prounoed 
liko Borden is probably spSlled Bordaun or Bordaun or some such, 
apparently has as keen an eye for social details as for banking 
and he had many an admiring word for the Duchess of Windsor. 

• On the day following the ball, somS one'had mentioned having seen 
him chatting With her and remarked how ravishing she was. He 
said they mentioned her age as 55, which was the fir t time he 
h d tought of numbers since he had seen her the night before, for 
he found her'owe of those people whose ages are of no interest 
or oooseuence to the person in her company And I _uess that 
is one of the nice things the gallant #ew Cleans gentleman could 
have said . * 

If this letter seems a little more disjointed than usual, 
just charge it off to the racket going on outside, for about 
8 o’clock, a vast terrestrial cannonade began and for the last 
half hour or so the crashing and flashing have been impressive 
to the extent of knocking the electricity out completely from 
time to time, fortunately it has returned again after intervals 
of veayying length, but the change from light to dark, inter¬ 
posed by tremendous flashes during the interim have contributed 
nothing to keeping my mind on our conversation. 

The ground, - where it isn't under water, is getting rather 
dry, and I am glad to this little shower, which will' probably 
add little if anything to the sedtions where fl'oods are 
currently obtaining for those water, I suppose, cone from 
above :ere, and what we are getting tonight will only dampen 
things furt’-or to the_South. 

I have but ten minutes reading to finish the § erwood book. 

I thought I would get to it last night, but sleep caught un 
with me before I got the disk to whirling. Tonight I hone"to 
explore this final part, I an glad I read the book for"it 
"has afforded-me much information I lacked and enhanced by admira¬ 
tion for .Mr. Hopkins and Mr. Roosevelt, assuming the stock of 
• the latter had any further place to go upward in ray admiration. 

In the last ohapter thus far read, I was interested to learn 
that while M r . Ho££ins didn't think so much of some of the 
things turned out by the Federal Writer's Project, he was 
. really proud of the State Guides and, after quitting Was.-iington 
and t -king a house on 5th avenue in Manhattan, he had a set"of 
the latter in his library, 

• • 1 ■ 

The storm soe s to have withdrawnwith only a faint flash 
and a remote rumble now and then to recall It to raiud, but ti.e 
gentle rain continues to "dropeth from heaven”, and I like it 
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Wednesday, March 1st, 1950. 


Memorandum: 

In spite of all the heavenftly banging that went on last 
night, only about an inch of water fell, and while it was 
sufficient to perk up the plants, it added nothing to 
the flood situation in these parts, I think. 

Today was cooler and tonight the moon is magnificient. I 
feel bound to make a little turn to Arenbourg after this little 
chat with you. 

Because of the dampness this morning, J. H. decided 15 or 
20 field hands could he better employed at the building trade than 
in ploughing and accordingly he waved a wand and set them all to 
mixing concrete and pouring the same for a new foundation and 
flour of a garage he is.buil&lng along side the store. I know 
of nothing he likes so much as getting a counle of dozen 
negroes all tangled up at some jo^> or other that trhough the 
nature of the business inclined; to get them but completely 
tangled up in whatever is on the docket. He requires at least 
three or four to set out a harmless iittle old camelia, perhaps 
a foot in height, and when the operations require something more 
masterful in outlay, he is really in his element, I saw 
10 men this morning, all armed with hoes, and each one falling 
over the next man, at mixing cement and sand in a little old 
borx about five feet long and three wide. Gravel was flying at 
a great rate and carpenters were hammering away at forms for 
tne stuff to be poured into, J. H. the while standing along 
side, throwing out suggestions about something of which he 
knows and cares nothing, and the negroes all giggling and jumping 
and loving it. 

Months can go bye without the gardens being able to 
raise a single harmless gardener, but then comes the day when 
something really ought to be done and ten times as many peonle 
are set to cax chopping weeks and rare nlants with equal abandon, 
and he and the gardeners, so oalled, are all in the Tth heaven. 

, It will be a wonder if the three oar garage, made of oei.ent blocks 
isn t finished before a couple of days have passed, I think he has 
delayed building the thing for at least ten years. 

Most of the stuff thus turned out is a slip-shod business, of 

ever ? bod y concerned with the doings is bavin - fun 
and that seems to be the main thing. nnvmg fun, 
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At long last I finished the S :erwood hook last night. I 
liked it. 

And tonight, after returning from ireubourg, I shall sample 
a wage or two of Chaucer's Canterberry Tales. As I understand it, 
this is an edition in modern English, and pehaps I shall get 
something out of it. I have tried the thing in the 14th century 
original English and never got very far with it, so busy was I 
trying to find out what the words me nt that I never did get much 
meaning out of any of the completed sentences. One Alexander Scourby 
is listed as the reader,, and so I may still get less out of the 
moaning of the words than I do nut of that rare artist's rendition. 

But that is always a. great satisfaction in reading verse of this type, 
for in such a set up I can just read, re-read and re-read the same 
page,.gottin sufficient out of the performance to make the 
sense of the written material quite secondary in importance. The 
Scourby rendition of anything comes closer to making the spoken 
word as unimportant as the words warbled by an opera star, and I 

f uess ilr. Bo our by could read the Bonx Telephone Book for Talking 
ooks and the thing would automatidaily satify the reader. 


Thursday, March 2nd, 1950'* 

i 


Memorandum: 

After an entire season of winter on t e calendar and summer on 
the thermometer, the latter at long last seems to have come into 
conjunction with-the former, and actual winter seems to have really 
arrived. 


It sleeted this afternoon, - hot much, but enough to suggest 
that the Arenbroug children might merit some warm "undies" tonight, 
and tonight, - I rite at 9:30, - there is something or other dropping * 
from on high, too solid for rain, too globe like in appearance to‘" 
remind one of snow. I reckon they are ice pellets and along 
about midnight, I suppose, next summer's promise of a banana crop 
will be gone glimmering. 


A nice letter to hand from ^err Postell which I i -dvertently 
carried out with some trash to be burned. He philosophized much 
on the Thy of M-.rdi 3ras whioh strikes me he might better start in 
at a basic unit easier handled, to wit, - the Why of Saturday night. 

He is also doing some big mathematical calculations with some kind 
of a statistioal'’slide rule, and his findings turned over to 
an expert, in the higher brackets of calculous, the whole to dertihine 
something‘or other based on his recently acquire knowledge that 
in ante bellum times the plantation working 30 slaves or less, 
without an overseeer lost 6 and a half days yearly per slave from 
normal labor, whereas plantations equipped with more than 30 slaves 
and employing an ovdfseeer averaged a yearly work day loss of 
15 days ner slave. It seems that he now has this compilation all 
in hand, and nov , it seems to me, if .he can only get the Thy 
of Mardi Iras on the same instrument, he may discover something 
or other, but at the moment, I can't think what. 

But in smite of this rallery, probably spelled more simply, — 

I really admire the work the man is doing and the heritage 
of ante bellum medical lore in particular is going to be the 
richer because of the splendid work he is rescuing from oblivion. 

I ht.d an unexpected request tonight, from one of my coal black 
friends who dropped by for a no. ent on his way to the movie at the 
houkey touk. ae. said be. had heard I "am rigging up a chapel", and 
as he is "a-fi;:iu' to get rturrie'd" by ploughin time, be wondered if 
I was going- to J.et "colored niggers lil.e me* in to the pi - ce for 
such a business. Tk t cert inly sounds like the adyept*of a g gay 
Spring.just so long as t. e guests don't fall 1 to the sugar pot.... 



But in spite of such doings of the weat er, I found myself 
fairly busy today, and the Qhapel came a step nearer reality. 

I was supposed to have carpeutdrs this morning but drew only 
gardeners. This afternoon I received wh^t 'I had expected in the 
morning. The net result for the afternoon's labor was four 
crude benches of rough lumber which 1 like ever so much for the 
so ewhat -plain interior of the ^hapel with its mud walls and 
cypress supports, at once hold ug up the building and the mud 
walls in place. I don't know how many pews it take to make an a'sle, 
bbt i reckon this four, contrived today, ought to turn the trick. 


Tomorrow or some day next week I shall contrive a cross about 
8 or 10 feet in height auddo something about a stained glass 
window, Ti.en a few coats of white paint on some of the stationary 
blinds and some kind of an alter contrived, and the thing will begin 
taking shape, ’.Then the pair giving on the gallery are opened, even 
though ajar but 6 or 8 inches, the colored .lass will be within 
view, ud the whole effect when viewed from beyond the ancient 
su, ar cauldron, will be alright, I think. 

Except to go to the Post Office this morning, I never did 
get out that way'today, 'out I understand garage building is 
still going along merrilyj. E. went 'somewhere this afternoon, bo 
I reckon the cement mixers pro' ably slowed down to something like 
a mile a minute or so after t-.eir chief source of insriration 
left the field to the r own devices. 
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Gama the Knipmeyers this morning and while the sitting was 
pleaafartt, i«t added nothin,;- to the sum total of my knowledge of ... .. w . 
Parish doings and inwardly I was a little restive,, begrudging , 
the hourthus spent, what with all the doings going on outside. 

After supper, Dee-Dee and the Dark Duke passed this way, and they 
had much to reveal about the settlement of the late Richard Sapp, 
who was Dee-Dee's father in law. They say there' is to he sorrfe 
kind of an auction on Saturday, March 18th, at which time 
certain farm ge-.r and a few household items will be disposed of 
under the supervision of "lawyer Williams".' If S. B. is 
going to handle that business, perhaps I had better.attendjust 
in case there might be some odd item of negro contrivance, suitable 
eventually for Arebbpurg, that may come up for sale. Don't you 
think so. 

In speaking of one ofthe Sapp ladies calling at his house 
one day and while there attempting to alter the established 
customs of the household, Log spoke of his suppressed annoyance 
with the visitor. He said: 

"I sure used to think I was black alright, but after that 
bag had dipped into how my house should be run, I found out that 
e my color wasn’t yeally black, but just thS first primer coat, 

'cause before she got gone I was really what you'd, .call black, and 
none of this pile stuff like I looks now, and it looked like 

my belly was a-swellin' just like one of them t ere 'big old frogs 

ft-puffin' up in the Spring time and ready to bust......" 

and I suppose t at is where the Dark £uke i's unusual in that he 
not only has a sense of humor but the rarest' of qualities in 

that de art men t, - his ability to see hjQs hilarious ha-him, self may 

appear on occasion. 

After my return to Yucca from a little tour to *renbo'. rg 
in the moonlight last night, I undertook a couple of pv.es from 
the Can berberry Tales, and found both the contemporary* rendition 
of the ancient English and the polished presentation by a. Soourby 
equally laudable. Iwas so pleasantly drowsy that I would keen 
nodding in the middle of the page, but I don't raind doing that, 
for not only does it indicate I ara able to relax readily for 
Bleep I probably am re' dy to undertake, but it also affords me 
an excellent excuse for re-reading the page. And so I read 
the two pages a couple of times each, feeling the richer for 
.going over the same grouud a second or third^tirae. The only improve¬ 
ment in the present edition is the absence of a biographical note 
on the author. It seems to me * do raoall that C.:aucer was 
a customs offic.al in the’ London of Riohar the End, and th't he 
figured at Court whore he enjoyed co older bla popularity, but 
I still should like to rMember more and I must eay I am sorry 
t. e library of Oo.. w ress had never accented ray recommendnti on that 
Talking Book records curry a brief sketch of the author's life, 
i s rain cent nuee and 30 I guess we iay escape a .■rest or freeze, and 
so - 11 c.. the better for our tide,.,, 

HU WM — 


Friday, March 3rd, 1950, 

c 


Memorandum: 

A drizzle kept going last night, so the cold never became 
intense enough to do any harm to the tender new leaves,. 

It has rained all day and continues sprinkling tonight, 
with a promise of more for tomorrow. 

I have been soaked three times today, but each soaking 
was followed by a hot bath, and so I feel as secure as the 
tender new green leaves. 

Celeste wanted to take some plants with her to South 
Louisiana when driving yonder this afternoon, to bark Madam 
Regard there while J. H. and Celeste are in Chicago^ 

At supper J. H. was remarking how odd it is that 
the local power people are finding it impossible to find 
people to make the Chicago jaunt for the R. iS. a. meeting. 

He said he realized I would decline but that he might as 
well invite me to go if I should care to. Frankly, I 
wouldn't. I. believe a special train leaves from this area 
and all expenses of travel, hotels and a couple of hundred dollars 
are allowed each traveler, the number being determined by some 
magical, formula in advance. Up to this day before departure, 
the quota allowed has not been filled. I reokon the Shioago 
Chamber of Commerce wouldn't feel too flattered to learn that 
people can't even be paid to visit their fair city. 

A few daye ago I promised Celeste I would dig her some 
plants to take to South Louisiana. I never like to 
round such things up in advance, whdt with the drying up of 
the roots if thus exposed to the air. Well, nothin had 
much chanoe to dry out today, for with torrents falling from 
on high, my big problem wae keeping things from being 
drowned, including myself. 

But after I had disposed <of that job and rigged myself up 
into some .fresh clothes, I noticed a little ditohlug 
was in order to let off water piling up along the 
new brick pavement, and ditch I didj and Boaked agaia 
I got. ...... 
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later I decided the day was perfect for determining 
poecisely where some of the low spots might he at 
-ireri'bonr'g, and so I' undertook that little survey, and thus 
the patchwork of dry and wet played out their pattern, and 
finally, on returning to Yucca, pretty spattered up with 
mud, I poured myself into the bath tub for the thrid time, 
Loj now water came out of the faucet, which is always a 
rare sensation. With all the liquid falling from the 
skies, it would seem as though co plaints about nothing to 
dip one's self into might be a little over doing the 
• point. 

Somewhere in all the day's doings, I got a thron in 
my finger, and got it out again. It makes fiddling 
with this keyboafd a little touohy, but it is merely 
a momentary annoyance. 

' i f. 

In spite of the inclement w ather, 1 had quite a few 
callers and a couple of telephone messages came through, 
asking for tours, which, naturally, I declined. Why 
anybody should want to head out into such weather and 
such mud puddles, I cannot imagine. On the 13th I have 
promised to receive 40 from the oollege, but I am not 
going to bother with too many other people. 

I suppose ^rs, Holloman ought to have some more news 
• regarding t he Black Swan■ before long. In the notices thus 
far unearthed, there is no reference to little Hies Bliza 
Greenfield being an accomplished pianist, an£ yet the 


arden 


Immediately above 
the Chapel. 


no te 

door 


lessee u ;-.rtin 
statue. 


Memorandum: 


emurandum; 


You wll, of course^ be perfectly entranced w th one of 
my infrequent but nevertheless initable sketches. I have talks 
so much about the daint's Chapel, of late, that I thought peril* 
this bit ox kindergarten design might make a little clearer all 
che stuff I have been writing. 


extended account of her appearance in Richmond, Virginia, in the 
newspaper of that city in the 1840's dwelt at considerable 
length upon her accomplishmbnts in that field. One 
quotation from an Albany, ^ew York, newspaper records that 
Governor Hunt and the entire -Legislature attended the Black iwan's 
concert in that city in the 185-0's* As for her remarkable 
artistry displayed at that concert, however, only matters 
relating to her voice, its unusual quality, to its range 
beyond that pf Jenny Lind, etc., were touched upon and nothing 
about her playing. * I am under the impression she may 
have played her own accompaniment on ocoasion, although 
I can't seem to femember where I stirred up such an impression 
and it may be more lrfagirfative than real. 


Puny and Little ting jaYe me a hand on Saturday morniug, 
and the three of us contrived the cross and set up the stained 
glassjhis emong week we shall do much siq:x slapping, about of 
white paint and rigging up details geupjrnlly. Tie cross is to 
be printed, a foundation for ti e Blessed Martin, the benci es nuA 
t o floor and stationary blinds, ',71th two Sides of the Chapel 
being in mud, t o M.tte cross, benches 1 , etc., will form a pleasant 
coi trast, a d what with.a little alter contrived and spread with 
8 snowy oloth, I think I ought to begin castin, about for 
an almoner, preferably « colored one, and possibly of Pesteetant 
persuasion. In the event I strike a snag in getting t .e Anape 1 
coueecrated by the Oatholio arm of the Church, I shall as gladly 
employ the services of some untutored layman of Bthapian 
origin, and .in the eyes of Him for whom such a project Is designed, 
the institution, in my opinion, at least, will be as haly a 
place if thus dedicated, eluoe t 'e hoou-putus part of the ooromony 
see s to ne L significant, as contrasted with the purpose for which 
the 0 apel Itself in contrived, dou't you think so. 


But enough of euch speculation, and I must knock 
off a couple of letters, skim through a page or two of 
those Oanterberry doings, and thence to bed, for tomorrow 
I am expecting Puny to pass th'is way with a view of stirring 
up a cross, and so the Chapel to the Blessed Hartin will 
take another step forward,..,,. 
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*t goes without saying that I was 
delighted to have your elegant latter in .Saturday'-9 post. 


t er wit the enc osures from Mrs. Holloman, 


:ppr00i :i 09 


your kindness in telling me as bo what the letter regarding 
the louvre canvas had to say, «s for the .stuff she tried to 
transcribe, in copying the ancient Preach text, plea e don't 
let that business 'worry you at all. If it is possible to - 
gat some gleaning of what the individual .papers ..QQjex^J&u-t 
will be suff ITT!ent7"afi'd“TT tlht 'prot'flT'impossible , t: e disappoint¬ 
ment will not be arperienoed Sinoe Postal! wit his portable*photo¬ 
stat outfit will probably be here along in May to take a whack at tie 
stuff in its' original from which n person like your ovm'good self 
might be ble to make more out of than from the Holloman 
•batch of second best guessing in the first go round. 

And I*beg you not to fret about finding time to write. You 
•know that I realize perfectly how much the domestic and business 
demands on your time account for, and since our telepathy works 
in such perfection, I am always the more enchanted when I fool 
you are taking time to collapse a little when and if such an opportunity 

presents itself, 

• 

How wonderful that you should have discovered the Greenfield 
article in the theatrical journal, and withal so readily. I 
sh-11 treasure it, as I need scarcely assure you; Perhaps 
I shall eventually pin Mrs. H 0 ii 0 raan down long enough to get the 
Slack Swan near the boiling point, - and then sjhe can dwaddle around 
in the early. flatchitoshes records a4 long as she pleases. What is 
to be ho-ecf, of course, in the latter, is that some fragment in 
a manumition paper will indicate to whom she belonged before 
Marie Therose became free and i n such a financial position as 
to underbake the building of Aucca and tlje sponsoring of a family 
that included ^ug&gjLln.. .Susanna, gouis -auA-%herest.-— 

Celeste told me before her departure yesterday that she had 
talked with the Hands while in Alexandria the other day and that 
hr. Hand had expressed the hope of coming to spend a little time 
withlme this'afternoon. When it got to be 2 or 3 o’clook, and 
I saw nothing of them, I gave him a buzz and fopnd him at home. He said 
his pulse got out of line last'night, and his physicians had reco mended 
he stay put today. ne said he was so glad the,beat got out of 
whack before he made the trip, otherwise they would be laying 
the blame on his frolio'up .-.nd down the road. But now that he s is 
assured that nothing can provoke the business as well as something, 
he will feel quite free to make a little round one day this coming 
week, when the weather is a little more pleasant, low clouds and 
much dampness obtained all day yesterday arid .today, butil 
around 4 or 5 o'clock this evening when a pale 3 un tried to 
break through for a while before folding up, And so closes 


a happy week end with the promise of much pulling and ha 

v3sk - “ d 1 - air 4 y 


hauling during 
ce for undertaking 












Monday, Maroh 6th, 1950. 


Memorandum: , . .. 

It just occurs to me that I probably mis-da.ted yesterday's 
Memo the 6th instead of the 5th. 

Be that as it may, full summer sunshin? came back today, after 
several days of,cloudy weather. 

fhe plantation didn’t labor, what with the dampness, inside and 
out, over*the week end. What with a lot of trash to be cleared out 
of the Ofcijpel. a flock of the frlande turned to, and lent a hand,— 

Puny, ^ittle £iag, JSzra, the Dark Duke, Yank, Peter, Haul and -0 on. 

The net result-is-that I got the stuff out of the way and about 
everything in readiness for splashing some paint about, I reckon about 
tomorrow. 

It's wonderful 1 to me how much time can be consumed merely 
getting decks cleared to do something, and how dull the mere reading 
of such nonsense can be. 

But from the dareveport epistle, you will find an alternative, 
not much less dull, but probably the spelling, at least, maybe even 
mor original than mine. 

And as for"what may be the lady's souroe for getting particulars 
about Cano diver doings I cannot imagine, Mr. Hrew hazarded t/,e 
uess that some of "those old mulatto folks muet be wprti,g for ner. 

Jhe Dark Du^e consulted later on the point, remarked t/:ut 
he didn t know who mad more or less sense, —in the colored de-Uirtneu , 
tl»* mulatto or the negro, but he wae mighty sure of one black 
ni per vhat's they calls Log’ what is going to have a scuffle with 
ole 1 St. later long before he ever £ ocs to work for such as that in 
Shrevenort —therabye displaying a heap of sense, it seemed to me, 
albeit I am bound to be a little prejudiced. 

After all the cloudy weather of late, the dawn looked so 
transparent and the night so new washed, it was exonerating t.O 
march uu the road to spend a few hours attacking black 
now in'full bloom. They have a bad habit of running all alon^ the fe ice 


— 



I 
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facing the Bermuda. ROnd, and climbing over the tender shoots of 
the Louisiana Switch Gane that, with a e few gaps, seems to be 
taking hold fairly well. The stuff is slow in getting established, 
but once it has finally made up its mind, it makes a wonder screen, which 
of course is precisely what we want in that quarter. 

There is a wake in town tonight, and half the deeper hued 
local population will be swelling the crowds around Jaokson Square, - 
I believe they call the plaoe. The corpse is that of a woman 
living on the Sqst b nk of Red RiVer in the Montgofnery .neighborhood, 
but half the world between Red and Little Rivers are kin, and so 
they Etream- to town, which must be a'Strange jjn± kind of a wake, 
the business carried on in a funeral home where, for all I know, 
half a dozen other knots of mourners for other newly 
denarted souls roust probably, on the law of averages, be assembled 
for the same purpose. I must make inquiry tomorrow to discover how 
anyone knows into which group he should plaoe himself, I eus^eot 
the whole thing must be rather on the dull side, since probably 
the spirit of the town will have completely eliminated the rare 
quality that goes to ma/ce up a real deep-in-the-country wake. 

I shall run the risk of repeating myself by remarking that 
when wakes are held locally in negro cabins, it is usually the 
custom for all the women to remain indoors, sitting about 
more or lass in a circle,,with the ohairs or benches as far back 
aginst the wall as possible, leaving space for the coffin at one 
end of the room, and ample space for new-comers to view the remains. 

The men usually do not linger inside, but rather, after a visit of 
reelect, join the,others out of doors where for hours on end they will 
st; nd j^-one big group or several smaller ones, talking about all 
sorts of t: inge, weather, crops, local gossip ^almost everything, 
but quite in contrast to ttie subject ixpnermost in the minds of the 
ladies inside, the men almost never make any reference to the 
departed, unless there was some unusual circumstance connected with 
the death itself. Usually a series of bottle: of varying qualities 
of wine or whiskey-pass from hand to hand, the h rdness of the licquor 
poe bly exceeded only by the occasional atounds of black ooffeee which 
is brought to the men from time to time. It always fills me with 
wonder how these affaires can go on so indefinitely for after the 
first three or four hours, I have usually had enough.and dm ready 
to leave. Perhaps-everyone does r main not much long than that, with 
the size of the group never increasing or decreasing much, what 
with new arrivals replacing those who have already been in attendance 
for a tired or four hour etreto... 


Tuesday, 7th, 1950. 


Memorandum; 

May. I, congratulate you nnd pin many an additional oak leaf 
upon your person for the elegant translations' you made of the 
altogether baffling transcriptions made by Mrs. Hollonan. I am 
afraid you pressed yourself unduly on these papers, however, and 
I am hoping thkt.the photostats were taken more leisurely. But 
still l must thank you heartily for your .noble industry and the e::cell 
enoe of your success, and thanks to your efforts, the picture of 
Marie Yhexasf Goin-doin comes into focus 1 little more clearly. 


•Something tells me a wake on these lines is not possible in a 
funer .1 home in town, and that t e whiskey from a town honkey-tonk 
wouldn't seem the sme, if drunk inside, and the drugstore coffeee 
would loose uch of its zest, consumed over a counter i tend of 
i-n half darkness under the open sky. Forgive the length to which 
I .'five recounted all t.'.ose details. Perhaps, if reports are ade unte, I 
may counter ith briefer o les on the morrow 


I had never thought before if the lady did or did not .rite, 
but the document, of course , shows she did not. ^either did her sou, 
for that matter, and yet their garndeur didn't arfem to hin, e on 
such an acquirement, 

( • t 

Your speculation regarding the possibility, judging from the 
documents, that ;!■ rfa. Therese begot a child in slavery ' sounds 
conclusive. The presence of the name Le Gomte, subsequently 
(_ 6 -ujut 4 Ku spelled in a variety of ways m legal papers, all such names, being 
from a common ancestor, I take it, interested me ever so much. For 

-it was the Prudhommes whose lands in early'times bounded the lands 

I | of colored people on the ^orth, and it was the Le Gorates or lecomptes 
Y which adjoined them on the South I may have mentioned before 
that Lecomptes owned Magnolia and two*.of their daughters married 
HertzogS. accounting for the present name as Owner'of Magnolia. 

Old Mr. Lecompte gained considerable wealth by marr'yiug a Buard 
heirhees, Assuming that Yucca was an old established plantation 
by the 1794'a and 1795's, and remembering that the person of oolor 
quite naturally leaned more or less in legal ;att rs on white 
people, it seems but natural the M a rie Theroee Goin-Goin ^.nd her 
uei hhor, ■‘‘e Gomte, might well have appeared before th proper 
ahtlioritieB to transact legal papers, since'the name of a white man 
on such documents would be more likely than that of a second colored 
person to back up'the word of the petitioner. 

I have run through these documents but once*, but shall have 
another go at them tomorrow, and shall undoubtedly find s.o; e 
other particular® upon which i ehall want to speculate a little 
with y0Ut 


It is heartening to know that after eo many busy weeks, the 
present one i n one segment at leaet may hr.ve eased a* little, and 
if only yap are taking this opportunity for a breathing suelll and 
not additional vork on my behalf with these old papers^ I‘shall he 
harpy indeed. 
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I»y hands are rough and ry tonight, for I have been working 
mosb of the day 'in transplanting things at Arenbourg, - and the 
earth somehow always leaves the hands feeling so dry, while the 
bnlanoe of the day I spent in arranging bricks at Melrose, 
helping two or three men I had to assist me in putting down 
little aprons at the side gate between the big house and J, H.’ s - 
which for the past 50 years has been a mud puddle, - the ground * - 
under the gate, more than the w -te itself, - and a like anron 
under the iucca gate which also, so long as I have known the 
place has been too soggy in damp times.” The Madam was forever 

saying: ’as soon as J. B, goes to St. Louis." —and Chicago 

served Just as a ood for the current purpose. While at the 
business, 1 put down u couple of litis ^riok aprons between 
fcho two pi Hats are each extreme of the gallery, giving on the 
//bite warden, - the brick pavement of last week merely covering 
the space where the gallery flooring originally was, while 
today s little aprons I extended out on to the green w sward 
in the lawn, *Uone of these undertakings could possibly be 
worth mentioning, except as they indicate how on the Jump I 
have been, and, I suppose, too, that I really do feel a certain 
satisfaction in knowing that after half n century these little 
-items, so .inconsequential in themselves, have at last been 
accomplished, . and ±i killingly enough, such things have 
to be undertaken "or the benefit of others when they are not 
present to oppose It's just a piece of that inherited quirk which 
• used to result in sog^y.-half rotte j wood being palmed off 
on the big house and all the little houses each winter, because 
the autumn supply had always to be saved until the proceeding year’s 
eupply had been used up, it* the result that instead of ever " 
laving this year ° supply, nobody ever got anything but last 
..ynar.’s v/hinh-had-bean eaved_to-decay_a.ll year to use up-the 
- proceeding year’s ooidage. If I never did anything more than break 
^ hR ^I^ Gi0ae , G ^°. lQ yQars a S°, life ( wouldn't have been in vain. And 
in 1950 we 'shall have islands of brick pavement in mud puddle places 
and £^ce I wear boots when it is wet, it doesn't matter a whit to 
me, but i think it will be a eap easier oq the sole 3 of such as 
tno merchant planter who uses the pathways the raoets and is ever 
the most unmindful of the' hazards, even though he never wears 
boots or rubbers. It’s a curious set up alright, but breaking 
the thing down at* one point or another every once in a while is 
a heap of fun, 

* 

I read a little more from Chaucer which, or some of which, turns 
out to he quite ^aoelaiBian than I had supposed. Perhaps ray 
first attempts at reading it years a c .o in the ancient ' 2rv Ugh 
let a lot slip by me. Mr. A. Sco rby does his usual polished 
Job, telling each tale in quite a different voloe, which is an 
accomplishment in itself, quite aside from the smooth rendition 
of the whole business. And so to fender Lead and tender pillow,.,. 


I i 
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Wednesday, March 8th, 1950. 


Memorandum: 

Bright nd sunny with a breeze off t}ie ice cakes from 
the Artie which the sun never see: ed to be able to do anything 
about. ‘ 

I began the day at Arenbourg, but after a couple of 
hours dec'ded both Peter and I were getting no where, except 
when we would kindle us a fire and stand about, doing what we 
could to help out the sun. 

And so we returned to Yucba where we went in for painting 
of sorts. At first dark tonight, the four pews I painted in 
white looked pretty spotty, the paint being applied a little 
too heavily in places, But a second coat will fix u P a smoother 
surface alright*. I also gave the big old cross a first coat, while 
Peter painted the frame of the stained glass window and the facing 
abor.t the double blinds giving onto the ..'hits Garden The 
Chapel is beginning to take on shape and a vague atmosphere, and 
second coats of paint can be slapped on any old time between now 
and the end of summer, for the sffeot has been ".chieved nd tne 
details may be applied at any old odd moment. Personally, v.'hen 


around twoard the 'Gulf during the night, and so at dawn tomorrow 
I shall undert ke another go-round at Aronbourg, probably 
with Andy for 1 want to slay a lot of black berry bushes, etc., 
so the Louisiana Switch Cane can make th«S most of it growth, meager 
at best, during the ensuing season. 

Sooner or later Lousiaian will begin feeling the 
effects of the Mississippi Pilgrimage season, I expect. I 
have done so little radio listening o*f late that it is no 
wonder I have heard no publicity from the' Hatches noi. borhood. 

. The clcrx tolls me he has seen but a couple of lines in print 
announcing the oueniug of thiesM this ) year's doings If 
remor / serves, Miss Myra never .'wads a peep about it inV.er letter 
of last week, although she must h/ve been slap on the threeh- 

hold Be that as it may, t * tide will begin fin- i before 
long and the ebb and flow will swirl-in th*e direction before 

1 i 


i a 



f 


« 
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I have well started with my paint pots and my weed knives. 

• *•' i ' e 

•>nd speaking of Kiss Myra reminde me that in -cknowld a- 
r.ent of he?, latter the other day, I re rkod noon the pleasure 
I was oxperie cing in running through Chaucer's Canterberry 

, id how mu ished we might have a go at t ism together, 
o with her enthusiasm for the Beading Machine which she had 
be.-oro mcntionod as -.avin he rd in operation some place or 
ot:.er. 1 t h that I had just finished tr.e first Dale 

which was beautifully and sedately done, - & Greek mytholi Leal 
thing and quite suitable "to he put in all mains". ‘ 

Picture my ennsjr: consternation when a night or two 
Inters, l followed the Knight*s Dale "by that of the Miller's 
xole, which*so out does the 3 fee1*81an element in Bocoio - 
or should adjective t e pro r names be re-adjustod, t £ if 


uics M- 
she viill! 


, on ray suggestion^ dips into the Mil lor ' s V 
certainly think I am both lewd and brazen. 


Jhti ess, 


T a wind was so cold today that plantation « 
suspended, save for t e cement block'laying on ti 
fortunately every day of late seems to prdVide 
those who find they have time on their hands 


ork was 
o new 0 nr age. 
funeral for 


3und; 


luosday and -eduesday have each had services in one ravevard or 
mother nd the killing p*:t of it is that 1 don't seem to know 
or ever have heard of any of the people playing the final but 
stellar role, • 


There is a typical "rtng-around-the-rosia" scandal oin f ? 
locally, and withal stirred in such a fashion as ooiild be 
duplicated_almost no where else, it would seem to one like me 


on 


iTj,- bag with half a 
children, and mama of -lttle Jlara, is currently the 
p « G «» as an unmarried lady, draws a fat oheok 
from the Vlfnre Office, kich, with San's assistance,- 


who 


gets around so little. The widow Brow. - 
dozen w 
.wife of 
monthly 

for hie mams is on old age pension, the widow Browrf is able to 
nSJ^fw sh ! pnrchased in little flam's name since . 

v v th ? ° ‘ C ■l t uot . l00k - rl ^ ht for a lady on Welfare to 

00 automobiles, little- ujaa who raaint ins his family in 

'arate menage, is his mama's chauffeur on occasion, but they 
s £ at ::jd 80 t;Q widov7 2rown, since Sam doesn't drive eta 
little King to whisk her abput from honkey-tonk to honkey-tonk/ 


• i 


;tle Alan, naturally, I suppose, doesi't like 


h.V,! 


raucement 


his 


but" neatly cuts himself a piece of pie by etbpoing out frSm 
own he<rth etone when the widow Brown is abroad' with h 9 r new 
chauffeur, - who is little King, and little Elam thus'Saflts 

is wh 4? a " a * the hours her hu 

is thuB employed. Isn't Uane Siver woudarful. and oerhaoa aftnr 
all. the Canterberry Tales aren't 30 ancient after 11* 

along this bend of too river...* * 1 r all » whea read 


id 




( 1 
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ay, March 9th, 1950. 


Memorandum: 

One of those odds and ends days wherein nothin,- in 
particular seems to h ve been accomplished, but one somehow 
seems to have been busy. 


"® had quite a frost last ni,ht which did its usual 
twists and turns, "cooking" the elephant ears but doing 
no harm at all to some cams in full flower along side. 

The air was frosty when Andy and I, a little before sun un 
needed up tho Bermuda Bond. 7o ot quite a lot accomplished 
in giving a breathing space to the bUitoh Gane, marking 
out places t e while where new roots must be eet in again, 

. breakfast at .^elroee, I returned to .-.ro-ibour ■ 

until 10:15 -'hen the Enipmeyers were due. And so the day 
played out. Jumping from one dace to ano er, and 
thankful withal that no pilgrims showed up. 

The breeze has moved around to the South iSast, &ud will 
be slap off the "fulf on the morrow, which will mean hi*h 
readin, s in the 80's instead of in the 70's as obtained today. 

Bvar so long ago, if memory serves, X believe you made 
•mention of a volume called "Audubon r s America" which cave out 
alon_ about 1.40, I believe. In any event, the item came to 
hand today, and so if I u et around to the literary department 
tonight, I think I shall put aside Mr. Chaucer's Pilgrims for 
n while and ss9 what the present volume has to offer. I dinned 
into the first page this noon for a out 2 minutes and was im¬ 
pressed by the author's observation tint per .aus old James J, 
was more widely acquainted with the America of*the first half 


of the 19th century than any of his contemporaries, 
never thought * ' ‘ 
and in th 
•Daniel Webs 

made the impression the deeper, I expect. 


I hfid 


,ht about his wide aoouaint .ncee', both geographically 
nu.:an department, - "a friod alike of Dan : el*Booue and 
:ter ,and the startling contrast of two such personalities 


I hope I cun keep awake for five minutes or go, for 
i feel sure a whole eeries-of delights are ahead, although 
that conclusion ie arrived at mete y from thing* wentionod of 
the volume a lon,_ time buck, - plue t ; .e once eentonoo or phrase 
oentioued above. 1 


an plea 


tod y in fir: 


fed to 8ny tl 
clase mail, 


rat the postman traveled 
which gives me an excuse 


*:r 
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slide over the correspondence department lightly^ Yesterday 
I had such a hatch of' trash, - polite nothings from v rious 
quarter which had to be acknowledged but duiker than dull. 

I understand Janes -swell is in Jew *ork this week, . on busi¬ 
ness, I suppose. It would seem to be an excellent time for ne 
to contact his wife for a sitting, b't she is probably busy, 
and I know I am. It will be run to wait and see what, if any¬ 
thing happens to the reported portrait. 

J. 'H. telephoned from Chicago this afternoon, saying they 
ere scheduled to get back hero tomorrow lFriday) around mid- 
niglt. It is my understanding that next week he heads out for 
/ashington, D. C., — some Cotton Board meeting or some such, 

I suppose. - while been be had to resign from one or more 
Boards’ - off hand it would seem that it might have been federal, 
but on the other hand, one of the resignations was from the 
1. J. U. Board, I believe. The thing hinged on the fact that 
for which ever it is, the State or federal, one is prhibited 
from holding down more than so many jobs concurrently so I Cake 
it the 1. S. U. Board must have been less luc ative Wan some 
of the others. 

I used to wonder what would happen if all this flying kbout 
should reverse itself, but then I reme .her the time when iyle 
was co plaining --bout how'nice leeks all ueed to be until 
.he got on the water wagon, and how i ipossible he was to live with _ 
during such, - fortun tely brief, periods. later I had an 
o/por^unlty to see how ’*.t. 3&xon h*l as elf behaved when he, too, 
a limbed ’.board the same vehicle, and orJ ly then did 1 fully 
appreciate just what he had in mizJd when speaking of Vee*.a in 
a like situation Arid so perhaps it is just as well that the 
flyin, -:bout the*country* is ever so much to be desired,, for 
-the ■ Iter-iiative is impossible to imagine and possibly were any of 
them over to turn st tionary, life rx-lly would bo but different. 

I.caug.t a glimpse of little Craudpa's two surviving off spri g 
today. They remain atop the pillar on Celeste's g llery, and look 
as fat as butter ball*'. The littl 11 ow one, colored in honor of 
3r~. d , . ve .030 bed to the ..olves, but t. e two sray ones, 

and mig‘ ty uui teresf. _ in e:ign, to be in ti e pink. 

In the aean time, both "randpa and little ^r^uipa s^on to be falling 
do it on tiielx job, .)■: L ... - big old field r-.t ruuniii w along 
tie picks b of ••• .arden fe:.oe today, -t the diunor and eupror tables 
of ir.te, we ..*.*© been dining on 3wi.it ox -.imoir's tineot 
frozen ohlc-eu, and .hat .1th the plentiful supply o:‘ houee, 
the oats u t have grown disinterested in .ood on the hoof But 
too ouch nonsense naa alroady been reported, aid so I break off 
for a din into .dubon'c America.... 
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10th, 1950, 


i lienor • ndura; 

Liy f r ce feels as drown and dry as though ^ hnd been 
out in’one of Dora's Oklahoma blasts. I gueee X scr-bbed 
too hard with turpentine to get paint off. I must oast about 
in my medecine chest and see if I can't find some greasey stuff 
to t' us out the pucker before folding up my beard. 

Things popped on all the 1 .^or fronts today, and tonight 
I shall probably not set far with a r. -udubon's America, but 
that is fTom sleepinees and not from lack of interest in the volume, 

for it is a grand item, I find. 


I headed out early for Arehbovrg where leter had the 
disks going e rly, and the whole terrace and the drive were gone 
over and over, and all in all, I reckon 

be feeling miserable tonight, I hope. 


the Johnson Crass muet 



Back at Llelrose for Breakfast, - and why with a big B, I 
know not, excent, nerhaps subconsciously I remember having an 
anetite after the bracing breeze on the terrace, - and putting 
thereafter a couple of youths to work at digging Switch Qane, 
in anticipation of tomorrow's additional setting in of the eame 
at -renbourg along the Bermuda Road. 

A nd thence to work on St. Partin's Ohapel at Yucca, determined 
to finish that item today or bust; - and I guess I did about both. 

I reckon.the floor probably hadn't been scrubbed in a 
quarter of a century, and, 2r r r r oti.er, i did t.vat floor 
-ot a scrubbing. I sent up'to the honkey-tonk where the 
unmarried ooye were dallying, since only the married men 'ere 
working today* ».nd down caie !!urrell a-junpin'. kiops- and paint 
brushes, ohurch pews and crosses., were:nll flying about with 
unbalieveable abandon. Jet result: - the Ohapel really looks like 
something, in nothing more, indeed, than improverished geutility. 

Prom the dep’^he of an old pit, X discovered a big old 
lantern, perhaps’ i and a half to 3 feet in height, It is 
aftor c"q manner of the one on the post nepearlng in your 
Pointing of ^elrose, but -a little larger. By some mirnole, only 
n oouplo of the glasses, —there should hate been 8, --were gone. 

I put he thiug in the bath tub, aciubbing it aedl 7 with 
tons of soap suds, following the bat-, of lux by a hot-hot 
shower, after whioh X rigged up some kind of a sus ending 
bus! ioss, nad hung the thing from a rafter in the very eooter 1 
of. .thA chapel. I reokon one might eearooly notioe it, on 
first oatoring tho place, but before one got far. It till o * o 'n 




the eye, and aorshow 


tuuoh of ante Lellun 



place 


aet the r 


! S kt 


» 
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Bade and forth to ^renbourg a couple of times and then 
the idea- struck me that a half dozen big old flower pots, 
adequate to hold 4 to 6 cannas each, ought to .,e done 
something with, and so 1 scurried about and found some 
red and yellow cannas in bloom, and these I transplanted, 
scattering the at vantage points along the brick gallery, 
and wondering how" it was that I tried to pass for having serise 
when f ddlitig eidlmd with such items was certainly out of order 
with so much other business to hand. 

But one thing led to another and before I knew it, I had 
potted a few butterfly lilies, too, which I shall probably a want 
to park along side the great cauldron when July blows hot and 
I should be satisfied with the billions of the same stuff 
growing all over the place. But that seems to be the way 
I garden, _ not so much on variety as 0 n stressing the types 
I-.like, and never being satisfied t at I have enough of what I 
love most. 


And so the day.unrooled, and it must make tiresome reading. 
I hope the heather Han may be wrong, for he threatens rain 
tonight and tomorrow, which, if the : ains do come, means that I 
shall not get much done a.iy place 0ri Saturday. But still, 

1 blush when I think of the amount of neglected desk work that 
awaits me, and perhaps a little shower will provide some reeompe- 
altho gh 1 must say 1 should like to put a couple of things raor» 
iu order at -reubourg-before I take u^ this Uuderwood for a pro¬ 
long sitting with same, 


^averting to the *udubon volume a. ain. I mufl t re .ark uj?on 
t i.e i tereeting fas ion in which the author handles (the 
aterial, and how thus far, - he doesn't seem to have giveu 
the u a u 8UA l amount of space that 90 many bio isphere of Ja:es J. have 
devoted to the Pieies of Gailoy Plantation, ^nd curiously enough 
he sets aside quite a few refers ices to Beechwood, the old Sterling 
home where ' 4 rs.‘ -»udubon taught for several years. 1 I used to walk 
over to Beechwood from The Oottage‘when staying-with Hiss Louise, 
but while 1 realized at the time that -Irs. a. had taught 
in the little school house at The Cottage, 1 hadn t realized . 
until now that the adjoining 3eeohwood was the safte'Sterling 
home where poor little Hiss Lucy had busied herself while friend- 
husband was busy with his birds. 

'Wall, so things turn, and~ nest week will be a other week, 
and p rhap8 I shall do better in the cqrreapo denoe de ortment. 

I r .'illze only too well how infinitely tiresome iqy recent oommunica- 
tigne must h. vo been. I shall try to perk up a little after 
u ett ug through with Monday's pilgrims, 40 jstroug. 



Su»4V . 

Harch lfitli, 1950. 




Memorandum: 

-ow noble of you, ana in spite of your illness, to undertake 
such a- piece of work, aua ho gz£udly you f ave tra iscr.bed and 
translated the ancient !T ^tchitcohes documents. 

Tour grand, grand letter to hand in Saturday\s post, to - the* 
with the Begistered letter containing the nhotoetatic material 
and all. 

I cannot begin to say which' swells me more wi,th '"tide a^d 
gratitude, — your tremendous industry or the excellence with 
which your grand work has been excused. The material- lseeif 
contains so much of interest that I shall run through it 
several times within the next few days,.- I have already gone 
through it twice, - once yesterdav and a^ain today, and*shall 
make another tour on the morrow and eo on. 

It might be illuminating to discover if 3uth Gross did much 
research about the dt. Lenis family in her book on that gentleman 
I think, she published under the name of Sutk Gross, although al e * 
was carried t the time she wrote the book at Melrose and^it 
may be listed un the name of 3uth Gross Palmer. If'she ives some 
feneology, some of tbe names appe ring in the will of ime. de 
St. Lenis might cone into better focus, Among other things it 
soe.'.s to me in connection :th th t family that de Hesters ’ 
carried a daughter of 3t. Lehie, which would ccount for the 
presence of his name, - possibly on behalf of his wife - in lima 
ce St. Lenis’ will * A * 

_ • 

The pressure of many and varied demands on my time and con¬ 
centration over this wee.. end, - and all of them pleasant hut dis¬ 
trusting, - I have failed thus far to bring forth a dear cut con¬ 
cept of t.-it life history of ,Ji nrie TJjereee Goin-Ooin, as revealed by 
documents thus far pro uced. Off hand it seems to me the thing 
mi^bt run thus, - but this is pure conjeoture: - Gould it be that 
t c future builder of *ucoa was, as a child, the slave of 3t. 
i'enis whose widow beque t ed her to ’one of the 3 t. Denis children* 
that for some reason or other, she v.aa manumitted in 1768* that ’ 
so otime during th® next ten ye.'.rs ehe met Thomas Aoto/ar’ and in 
1768 begot ber first born child eu, - the twins Angufitin And 
? U8 ?22S* T. -^etoyor, and that sometime between her manuals*ion 
in 1.762 and tee b rt- . /0 f her last child, - 6 mulattos or 8 in 
•11,,• that she built -ucoa, tr.e Afrioan Bouse, eto. Do let r.e 
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Monday, March 13th, I960 


knov. how this picture puzzle shapes up i n your own good mind, 
a better story than anyone prior to this year of grace, 1950, 
dreamed about, for, of course, nohody ever bothered about inou 
about her until now, being always content to follow the easier 
line of merely concentrating on her son who was certainly a 
remarkable man, but not by half was he remarkable when stacked 
against his mother’s remarkable career, 

JCo.'iur^ow I shall run over these panfirs and the earlier on 
you sent last week, and see how much of & picture I can make a 
the several, whan all pieced together. In*.the mean time, I sh; 

* §l ;?d u0 ^ ave y° ur ideas 0 „ +.he chronological development 
of t .e lady.' 


n 7. i • “ ^ ^XXXXXUX UU X X U* 

o_ . e amp, ra y way to compre ending this fascinating course 
across the Louisiana country of the 18th century will be made 
possible. 

.. tr ‘9 home front,. J. arid J eleste returned -from Chicago 
in the wee tour s’of Saturday. Both declared they wouldn't feel 
tne i pulse to head out for Chicago again , — but ever, it all seeme 
to cold ana gray and somehow lacking in.the atmosphere that made last 
year s trip at this time to Manhattan so delightful. 

t <3 ; 1 ; B K’ #a ^ ° 7 ! r °? Sat,JTd 'ay fenlng. O u the oa ek gallery, 

I asried her to o en the doors to St. 4 artin's Ohapel. Rex re¬ 
action was a liable different than I had expeoted* so far as her ex¬ 
pression of the first impulse made itself manifest, 'instead, of 
e *8lfi mi 2 g d!i rling • or some such, s e just stood there, said 

nothing for a long lnute_^ than, as though geowt-nely moved, t rned 
frnef■ to me micT aid; . 


I have only known this spot as a n old*oatc 
last twenty five ye rs, a place I never wanted to 
“y iirst impression 0 f it at this moment is sirapl 
the **fr can a ou B e ie different,"this spot from he 
the most rreotpus on Mairoee for rae." Ihat was s' 
I really think she meant it. 

• *' "* • 

Gleraenoe , passed by on Saturday noon. 3he l£ 
her to do a religions scene, - a baptising or » 
Onapel only oil. But I oouldn't linger with he 
had all the persimmons to graft on ArenhourK - b- 
anuthe'r sitting. " 


V.We also took down s big old oolwnm standing in one c 
the Ohapol, - a duplicate of the one forming the baae of 
dial, .and gars that a oaoo over with a atooal brush to taJ 
1856 coat of paint, applying a fresh ooat afterward. And 
oo forth during the afternoon, whioh sped by ever bo seif 
with everyone working like beavoro and much giggling and : 
aoeompanying the buslnoaa. 


I r turn the two slips, in full anprb 
is this:-l’hanks to. the u .fnlling kind 
^rsybourg# It will be nice' keepi 
rifling, intf.ct as long as possible 
u * you hold a slip that ean*be filled 


sition of your position, 
ee of Lydia lee,, things 
this account, no nu tter 













From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #H~5889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


4123 


C.-AJ 


4124 


knov how this picture puzzle shapes up ./our own good mind. It’s 
a bettoy story than anyone prior to this ./ear of . r : 'ce, 1960, ever 
dre.v:ed about, for, of co rse, nobody ever bot .ered •-•bout i: uirin- 
about ' er until now, being .lays content to follow tne easier 
line of isrely concentrating on her eon who was certainly a 
re rhabls man, but not by half was he remarkable when st-eked un 
against .is mot er'° re r ble career, 

To'.ur^ow 1 shall run over these paners and the e-rlier one 3 
you s .t last eeic, and see how much of 6 -oicture I can make of 
t .a several, whan all pieced together. In the mean ti-e, I shall 
be /1 d to have your ideas 0ri *. e chronolo ical devslo e’'ent 
of t e lady. 

-gain my sincerest thanks to you for your nobility in setting 
alight so many beacons for me, and .s to your skill’ul handling 
of t e -Lamp, ny jay to compre ending this fascinating course 
across t:e Louisiana country of the 18th centur will be made 
possible. 

t - home front,. J. “. and-Celeste returned fro:. J'hiea o 
in the wee JiO’.-rs of 3a rdaj». Both declared they wouldn't feel 
tne i ulse to he'd Qut for Ohicago -w in , — but ever, it all seemed 
to cold and gray and somehow l : .eking in the atmosphere that made la<*t 
year s trip at this time to Manhattan so delightful. 


exclaiming "-ow d rllng". or some such, s e just stood there, said 
no tiling tor a long inute^ and than, as though genuinely moved, turned 
bne.i-to rnn*‘-.Td aid: « 

• * t , 

"I iiave only known this spot as a n old-catch-all for t .e 
last t- enty five ye rs, a place I never anted to venture toward. 

■y first i: "Session 0 f it at this mo ent is simnly this, - that w’ ile 
t ,3 -TT can fl ouae is different,"this spot from here on will always be 
t .e most -recious on Melrose for me." i’h t was sweet of >er and 
I really think she meant it. ’ 

Jle.mence passed by on Saturday noon. She'liked it. I commissioned 
,:,‘ Qr . a religions scene, - a hapttsing or some such, as the 

Onapel only oil. But I oouldn t linger with her, as Puny ,nd I 
had aU t.-.e persimmons to gr ft on ^re bourg, - but of th t at 
another sitting. " 

“ « 

... f * e two slips, in full appr’celation of your position. 

..uno is this:—thanks to, t>ie unfailing kin ness of Lydia Lee things 

C°trifitn«''?nWt “ f 1 ’ 1 b ® nice ‘ ***&** this ccount, no matter 

knowing you°hold°a slip that M?** LUe/out!^ 


Monday, Maroh 13th, 1950, 


Memorandum 

aie . . twcoTei: Jo elqnoo «* ow- * i * " ", , . 

A ehlll rain taring the morning,•ohilller sunshine during 
the afternoon, and wo .made tho most of It, • Slam, Beau, the 
Bard Duko and Vster, all of whom lont mo a hand both at Arenbouxg 
and 7uo«i* -q a oil*?*- • 

a W0£Ut xn: tit I $oo.'. to* XWOlQ a* ***;" 4 * ^ . 

But in yesterday*s Homo, I .believe 1 touched ©- work at 
Arenbourg on Saturday with Puny. It was warm and what with tho 
persimmons in leaf, we put eat from 30 to dO grafts, all of 
whiah, I think, hart a splendid ohanoe to "take"* 


With ono or two possible ozooptlons, all the persimmons 
along the drive were equipped with three types of wood, so that 
when they eome late fruit, eaeh tree will hang forth olustors of 
tho small oriental pereimom, the large •'apaneee type with the 
.indentation around the upper center of tho fruit, as though 
a string had hewn tied around It during growth, and a third 
variety, being tho large, beautifully orangod fruit'of tho 
unrecorded strain, into whioh I wont at such length during tho 
late autumn. Puny la adept at such business 'and I was glad 
to lend him a hand In the doings, for the whole prooess Is interosting 
and I like smearing around with the pot of bee's wax, trying to 
lend Mature a hand in effooting a perfeet operation : How If 
only tho patient doesn't die, all should go swimmingly. 

This afternoon, baok at Tuooa, St. Martin’s Chapel got a 
few extra touohes of white paint, and that was-fun beoauao tho 
boys whs assisted wore motivated by the sport of tho business, and 
a heap of.odds and ends were given a nioe fresh ooat of'paint. 

The big stationary blinds, giving on the white garden, wore -, 
painted, and if you have ever indulged in painting blinds, you.. 
need not be told of tho problems involved, what with two surfaoes,- 
lnside and out, being almost lnperative to bit handled at the same 

stroke of tho brutt. 1 to acss ttf* balm owo V* ni 

erit riJ-tw sis ad. ver.J *i*T '~e>-rctr r i h ia n 1 

We also took down a big olA column standing in ono corner, of 
the Chapel, - a duplicate of tho ono forming the base of tho sun 
dial,'and gave that a ono# over with a steeel brush to tako off the 
1836 ooat of paint, applying a fresh ooat afterward. And so on and 
so forth during tho aftornoen, whioh sped by ever so swiftly, what 
with everyone working like beavers and much giggling and laughter 
accompanying the business. 


IsolroisIM 


-S:l9 TC’3. 


xoh sari omeM eid* see I ,Ho ; 

;iol xoi'Jad c .. I 02 , ii.JioaM 

s.todiQ ei303 ai awob bogged gaiJJ^B 










Tuesday, Marsh 14th, 1980 


Memorandum: 


The postman rang tales and thriea today,,,,, 

•j ftB'.ocri o.-i j x» Jsixjj t 

To hand your elegant letter, plus the Bllza Greenfield 
article in the theatrloal publication, plus the Manhattan 
telephone book, 

• - 

An interruption prevented me from quite finishing your letter, 
but l reokon my assistant seeretary may be passing this way later 
tonight, and so 1 shall undoubtedly hare the balanee before bed time 

I laughed at your gay description of your preparedness for an 
▲rotie blast when leaving home in the midst of a snow squaw 1 , only 
to disoovex full summer sun biasing as your emerged from 
the subway down town. It has often seemed odd to mo that Dallas 
and Shreveport should be having such different atomppherio eondition 
from Melrose, but the Ooneourse versus 42nd street is an even more 
striking twist, ^ 

We had a heavy frost last night, but now that we are 
passing the "Ides of March", perhaps we shall all be escaping 
chances of much more blizzards for this ‘season, ■ 


nor page or two from the Audubon's 
*ed with Audubon's story,: quoted. 

Runaway slave 

Iftte* for the noma it modifiee7and'i kJo^nfTSJfj 

it Audubon was living 

at the time, X tAkOrdt to have been Oakley or Beeohwood and yet 
from hid account of having gone ten milea%estwaxd beyiSdTs 7 
piaoe of residence, I can't figure the thing out exactly, for 


ireetly'from one of his public 
^ am forever finding myself writing a big letter 


episode happened 
imo, * tdke .it t. 


ZZ • T . wottxauaavw paten mm slap aeross 

through a cane brake, as described. These 
little Jetalln, of no oonsequenoe ^vateoever, art nevertheless 
fun to fathum, If posaibls, when trying 0 to establish the preeiss 
routes old ^ames J. traveled in this seetion of the country, 

. In anotherohapter, most'ofc which is quoted direatly. from 
one of Audubon’a books, is the' story of his sns and only 

8a80al8 «K #r ! 4n Ufa f « threatened/*Ho 

referred to, • or poesibly tho oidtor mentioned, the death of 
Morriweathor Lewis on the fiatehea Trait at the hands of sooundrols. 

°J leading this that if historians have mentioned 
ln aoo f 4n }f «i^the Traps, it may wojl bo that 
on reading tho same in times gone bye, I fa lot to identify u 
in my own mind tho name of ^iTlvathix lty 

J kuspoot thero are millions of 

*** 01ftrke b u8iuoss, buts 

wouldn t be able to give the first name of either explorer, so 
that the oaaual reader of Trsoo history might, well stumble 
aeross the account of the murder of Merriweather Lewis, and a 

iX With th * groat of T. Jefferso“s 


It is so good to hear you voles the prospeet of eventually 
turning thoughts with view to a little outing in this direction, 


If at all posaible, I trust it may be aooompllshed before ths 
Intense heat of summer seta in, I need soarowly remark upon the 

welcome that will always he yours whenever the proper moment seems 
convenient for you. It is nice to avoid holidays in this arts, if 
possible, so as to avoid too great a concentration of Henrys, hut 
that is of but secondary consideration, for the important thing is 
that you give yousself a little trip whenever it is oonvenient for 
you, and the ohips may fall where they please. As for myself, in 
regard to the prospeot, I am going to oontinue to "hold the thought” 

In your oharaeteristio thoughtfulness, you marked the magazine 
so that 1 oould turn to the portrait of Madam Greenfield without 
need for any aeareh whatsoever. There chanced to bo several people 
at the store when I went for thi mall, and J. n . asked me to meet 
them, and before I left, Oeleste came in, and while ohatting 
with some other people passing that way, I couldn’t resist 
opening the magazine;“so that o «y way home, walking with 
Celesta, 1 tailed her attention to the picture, and she expressed 
her astonishment at how you find time to do all the wonderful things 
you do for me. She eohoed my sentiments but precisely. 
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I am really appreciative of the Manhattan telephone book, for 
whi^e at the moment I cannot think of any address I need at this 
moment, * know perfectly well that 1 shall have oooasion to refer 
to it often, I have always kept one of Batches, Sew Orleans, Baton 
Bouge and Shreveport to hand, and 1 find 1 am forever using them, 

as I shall be turning to the present arrival in days to come. 

What with^a brilliant sun all day, I did quite a bit of 
jumping about** although a oool wind and a thermometer reading 
in the 60'a did a let to eps.oujage my industry to keep circulation 
brisk. It was one of those days when X seem to hate little to 
show for my labors, although X did get quite,a bit: of trimming and 
pwuning done, Beturning to Yucca from Arenbourg a little 
after 4, I found that ap I arrived by the back garden, the Bark 
BukC was just entering luces by the gate on the front, It 
seems he had been telling her about the doings in the 
Chapel, and she had asked if she might sometime be brought to 
see it. Of course X was glad the place was baekain order 
again after all of yesterday's doings, and I took them both 
in, Glossing the,-doors behind us. And thus we sat ms the little 
ourde white pews fox half an hour, looking at the pretty reds and 
blue8 of the stained glass andremarking upon this or-that 
feature yet to be undertaken, li eaRine is a simple, kindly soul, 
and while X seldom see her more than once inn year, it Is always 
pleasant when Log does bring her around for a little ehat, 

■ »TB-fl» ± a di wpc 3 l-u IaIis Jsal a cW 

Olemenoe, looking like something just out of a band booc, passed 
this way this nooon. She wanted to have another look at the 
Chapel and the white frame in whichcl plan to place her 
"baptisin" opus, shouldthing turn out suitable for the 
place intended. A negra jprintive in such a;plaee r nailed against 
the mnddwalTs of the place, ought to ba aver so harmonious, X 
should think. But Uiemenoe # is expert in contriving surprises, 
and there is no telling what she will eventually contrive, for 
while it may turn out to be something folk-lore-ish with a 
religious flavor, knowing fcer as^I do,, I shall be quite 
prepared to discover on examination that she will have tossed 
off a t ringcircus, br some such, xrov 

The Bditot’s note in the Audubon, boek, relative to Joseph 
Mason makes me wonder why X never did investigate that character 
a little more. You will recall. khat it was Mason who did the 
foliage la so many of Audubon's pictures ■ and exoellenec is sited 
in suoh early plates as — plates ft, I, lft, etc., being sited, 
Audubon thought the bey was 16 but in reality he was but IS, and 
lived to apparent ripe 7 maturity, dying in the lSSO's, l am 
wondering if he did any other illustiating comparable to the 
backgrounds of the Birds of America. —Such a nice day, 
thanks to 1 that thrice ringing postman and you..., , 


Wednesday, 14 arch 15th, 1950, 


It has rained all day, penring all merning, drissling all 
afterneen, with a gauss like mist plotting eut the blaek of 
night, , 

v :; . .. -.4 _ Oiu: , 

I did no work outside at all, although 1 did manago to 
accomplish quite a fow odds and pads thigs.inside, 

. sonb/x. . ioi vc -3 3i.«* ui 

I guess it must have rained out my scoretsxiat, toe, fer 
no one has showed up as yet, but since the mail wac light and 
of my friends could spell out a few letters, I waded through w 
ever stuff there was, 
threugh your lest of 
any one show U] 
the magasine, 


dr.li Idd 


yesterday more earefully again tonight, should 
, and I am hoping to get a glaneo at tho article in 
00 , about Bllsa Greenfield, and in writina tho namo 
recalls to mind that under.her picture in the magasine, I believe, 
the caption gives her the name of her mistress, - Elizabeth, only 
going to prove how diffieult.it seems to be to do any researoh 
without finding some point or other at varianoe with others, 

* i, I wanted to thank you yesterday for passing along so many 
interesting points in your letter.that spaee prevented me from 
making reference to at our last sitting. * 

It was most kind of your to offer to let me borrow the 
Clipping quoting the Secretary of State in his staunch affirmation 
of friendship toy.Alger,^iss. By some rare ehanee, X had heard a 
16 minute dlscusslen of his statement on the yadle, and s was 
able to hear the whole thing, I agree with you that it'll out¬ 
rageous the way some of the Senators, particularly those from 
the Northern tier of States seem to feel perfectly free to ruin 
every ope?s reputation with oomplote lmunity(M), - and I suppose 
it is their freedom from suit that impells them tesling custard 
pies at people, :knowing full well that they cannot be sued fer slander. 
That old Wary or lebraska or whore ever, apd the one you mentioned 
from Winseonsl seem to be particularly offensive:in such doings. 

I can't understand how thq Jury arrived at the Biss 


-8 &£ 
atioitfifia 
eron 


Personally I can't understand how thq?Jury arrived at the Biss 
verdici, for it seems to me the whole ting was a mighty flimsey 
business, Amft to think that anyone of his standing should be rail¬ 
roaded to Jail e& charges leveled by somebody like Whitaker Ghambere 
seems almost 1 possible. 19407 erf* barf 


I 
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1 had heard nothing of the maritime diffioulties in the 
Baltimore area, hut it is good to know that apparently the tanker 
got away before the pot started boiling over. The power ef 
, Harry Bridges on the Heat Coast oame in for diseussion some time last 
summer when some friend of Bat's was here, after haring graduated 
from Hi and Stanford or some suoh plaee out there. George Mouten 
was the youths' name, and he had oiroulated quite a bit with the 
union crowd, purely as an Interested spectator but;newer as a member. 

He admired &arry Bridges for many ef his ^-doubted examples of 
being suffieiently ileter t« put over what he wahts. I was impressed 
by George's^ statementent* however^ that no one erer hears «f any 
other personality ,n the Vest Coast shipping oiroles, except 
Bridges, whe is said to get rid of anyone in the organization 
whose-suoce8s minor problems suggests he is suitable for or as 
material for-tfi« Bridges job, and thus by eliminating all tep- 
noteh people in the governing group of thf unia« Bridges suoeeeds 
In keeping the headlines exclusively for himself* I hare 
' often wondered if something like this happens in the John L. Lewis 
set up* i bof>,w 1 ,3ro.tJel ivei ,■ Ilea?. r.l;:co ..... •• :.il to 
mri o? Y.iiEii/;ixoqqQ jus ev;:ii IL3il3 os bus f ssw ox odd HjJa rovo 
BXnoda r J Tea will be amused a* theenclosure, Good old fioetell referee 
to “rs; a oiloman as Kies Enthusiasm and, in responding to him, I 
usually write-it as a single word, Xissenthusiasm 1 notice he is 
^ beginning to ponder on What it is that sweeps her*off her feet 
into one strange direction or another, and I am glad she is currently 
trying S get oaught up with an ihdiah while I Continue to digest 
the-photostatie^translations before passing thsm along to her. 

c.I talked with Dr. Band this morning and was enehanted to 
-hear him answer the ’phond.fcfle said he has been going to his 
office from 3 to 5 daily Cf late, and that* of*courset is wonderful 
news, indicating, as it does, that he is undoubtedly on the mend, 
fie said uncouple of his grandchildren were getting their tonsils 
out today and Friday } and that his son, Paul Bing hand, D., is 
b flying down^frem his home in Hartford, Conn., en Saturday, or 
possibly Sunday, and so they may not make it to *elrose this week end, 

- but that he plans td"eome for a.nice long visit one day next week. 

JBOn esorf? ^Xrsljjolixnq ,sXOtmnse s:Id lo euoa erfi enoegsi 
1 eut myself a fine pieee of pie this afterneon and nearly 
got begged down in-the thing, along with Peter's help. One 'e 
of tho edrtain rods of my bod seemed to have loosened from the supporting 
ring atop the tester^ We decided the only thing to do was^to 
remove said tester, which sounds slmpbe enough, but is quite a 
handful what>with the thing resting about ten feet in a skyward 
dlreetidn from the fleer, is both heavy and cumbersome, and because 
of its anoientgathering of fine,-faded material, cannot be rested 
cm anything from the time one picks up the-tester from its ten 
foot resting place and plaocs the thing flat on the fleer. Ve did the 
thing and repaired the proper gagets and get the thing back, but 
Just how i am not sure. Tomorrow, being warm, ought to he grand for 
weed pulling at Arenbourg, and I shall aooordingly be astir early. 
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Thursday, Marqfc 16th, 1950, 


■•Iff 


Memorandum* 


1 oolov 


xe 


.. t w . y - , • v • w v * 1 w • • ’ 

. lull Spring with billions of things to he done and not too 
much accomplished. • - » 

.WOfQi o O&Iii-iiiO I .'.Oi. . E. 

Still,iThursday always taking a toll of time, I guess everything 
went along alright, considering the day of the week. 

Either in this or under separate cover, I*’11 send along a 
couple of enclosures. Xou will like the one from Helen Baldwin who 
somehow succeeds la making even, her "miseres* take on an hilarious 
note.Mrs. Coombs dropped by for a few minutes this afternoon on her 
way to Alexandria* She had a most extraordinary story to tell 
whioh I shall pass along eventhough it he a bit involved. About 
a year age, her mother, living in a house by herself in Alexandria 
was quite ill and Dr, and*Mrs. Coombs used to run down to spend 
as muoh time as they oould with her, parking their ear on the 
street in front of the house. One day a huge truok baoked out 
from a driveway aeross the street, smashing the Coombs ear 
pretty badly. The construction oompany, owners of the truok, had 
the Coombs oar taken to some rather large oar oonoern in 
Alexandria and put baok in shape again. Mrs. Coombs oalled 
at the repair plant a oouple of times on appointed dates to piok 
up the oar, but as she had to return to ^atohitoohes, she left 
instruetions on her second visit that the oar he delivered to 
the address of her mother, where later, on returning to call on 
her mother, she pioked it up* 

,fox about a year her mother has been reoeiving mdst alarming 
telephone oalls, A man, calling himself n O*ty" or"Betohy" 
or some suoh would ring the lady up at the oddest hours, use 
perfectly outrageous language to her, frequently on sex aubjeots, 
and assure her that on suoh and suoh a date he wduld oome to her 
house, and would probably murder her before he left. The 
wolioetapped the telephone wire hut the calls were so infrequent 
that the call when made, was somehow never traoed. Onoe Mrs. Coombs 
sister,was present when the oall oame through and onoe Mrs. 

Coombs son was with his grandmother. It must have boon pretty 
nerve racking But now, after a year, the oulprit has been oaught. 

In his last telephone oall, he said that that particular day wae going 
to be luoky for him and u n iuoky for her. To keep him talking, she 
inquired the reason. He said because twr 0. 1. oheok he was oing 
to reoeive would be worth #895.00 — good news for him, and that 
night he would kill her, —bad news for her.T 0 " 
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A ohaok: through the Veteran's Bureau, narrowfd down possibilities 
andlnder Sheriff Kelly's supervision, M rs. Ooombe mother 
was asked to telephone~the automobile plant, saying she was 
speaking from the Veteran's -Bureau and wanted to talk with 
someone there regarding their oheok for |295.00. The loud speaker 
in thd plant put the'oall out on a public address system, oalling 
for somebody by the niekname, - unknown to people at the plant, - 
but recognized by the veteran to whom the oheok was due. ^rs. 
floombs 1 mother recognized the voice immediately, and the culprit 
was nabbed. He utrned out to be a very light mulatto and among 
other thingw in his possession, they found a list ofeldcrly, 
wealthy women, - people such as %’s. Wetsuiore, Mrs. Hemingway and 
others whom 1 chance to know. Why he should have compiled such a 
list, if he has been using it, or merely contemplated using it, 
no one seems to know. It is assumed he must have taken names 
from slips in the plant, giving addresses to which oars were to 
,ievoo eSeTRqes rehch .to sirW nl xerfJIS. 

" And now what to do with the fellow, - put in Jail, turned over 
to a Government Bsychopatheie Hospital, - with a gpod chance of 
“him being turned loose shortly, - or what,.v... Odd tale, isn't it. 

x -. 4 f Q o +2 k- ;,T.:i3 -&vG sifoie 3 a a iiBfla I Hoi.fir 

3x ' CJ * ch* dinner today came three B. B. A. officials, and talk was 
light but rather amusing in spots. Is it was a bachelor's 
" c< gathering, some of the Jokes were a little on the thin edge, 
and here is one A thought rather good* , ouotI ai iesrds 
v ; • * .c. 

1 “ A pair of robins set up housekeeping, - n?wly weds, and 
' the male was mighty'proud of his dashing wife. . '■‘•‘he nest all 
neatly in order, the female labored mightiy and brought forth 
a_blue-blue egg which proud husband thought the most beautiful 
in the world. I'h* next day the female repeated the process and 
the male's pride, in his spouse;knew no bounds. On the third 
day, the wfie begot another, but when the husband.stepped up to 
the edge of the nest'to admire % he was erest-fal^en. The egg, in¬ 
stead of being a beautiful robin's egg blue was just a nasty 
brown. flaturallwhe eyed his wife and started a raoket, whereupon 
the wife blurt ted outs 

‘ "Oh, stop making such a fuss. After all, I only did it 

« 8 ; : for slab s'Hons bciado na n 0 Je.lv uerf cuts 3 a ban 

Wen, so maoh for the feathered side of Spring, but there 
: is a news ftemcin the haying department that pleases me, for 

* after fussing for a year on my own hook, the plantation, — at 
long last, - has bought a meter lawn mower, so that the greenswards 
at *elrose may be in be'tter order from here on out^ A dozen years 
• ; ago they had one but J.' a . insisted t'he plantation simply ean^t 

make them work, what with the colored operators always insisting 
erf8 , on taking them apart* and not putting them back together again. 

But today we go? one, - jipd i am hoping 5. n, may be proven wrong. 

At le^st the grass got out onoe all around for this season, and 
the thing hasn't*played out yet, so 1 am holding the thought. 
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Friday, March 17th, 1950. 


Memorandum; • ^ 

I have found myself thinking of you so often today, wondering 
JLf the descendants of. old St. Patrick were cluttering up 
5th Avenue with their old parades, and muHng navigation about 
Manhattan as difficult as cross-town travel usually is on 
this date. - . 

■ * .eioTo ns'Aanwj 

Come to think of it, it was on the 17th of March that the 
F. D, B.'s were married, wasn't it. 

Well, in these parts,, the weather has been perfect, and 
now that day is done I find I am tired and satisfied with being 
so, for it was one of those work»a-day times when one can glance 
back.at it, feeling that something has been accomplished. 

I can't think off hand what makes me so puffed up with 
satisfaction, for there was a lot of squirrel in the revolving 
wheel about it, but i did get in some geod licks at Arenbourg, 
and that always seems to please me regardless. 

• « . 

X don t think muofc of privet for hedges, but still it is 
better that none, and what with some excellent plant's doming 
to hand, I set out a line of them from the corner of the 
Bermuda Boad, along the South line fence, slap to the Alphonse gate. 
In a couple of years these will be high enough to out the view from 
the road, and in the mean time, if oiroumstnsmeier afford, I 
shall plant Switoh Cane in between the privet, and although the 
growth of the latter will be slow, it will eventually dominate 
the privet. I started counting the number of plants, perhaps 
2 to 3 feet in height, which I set out, but I lost track, but 
roughly 1 should guess a.hundred more or less, and probably more. 

Bventpally they can be chopped out in years to come, but in 
the mean time they will serve their purpose, and so*the green sereen 
isolating Arenbourg from the outside world rises. 

On returning from the Post u ffioe a little after t, 

I found the Dark Duke had passed this way'during my absence, 
either .at Arenbourg or aoross the fence, and finding some paint pots 
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he had gone to work on the stationary blinds in the Ghapel wing,- 
and lor the balance ol the day busied himself, doing a Tory 
•neat Job on those 'faoing the garden and those giving on the 
African House, -during the afternoon, while *ndy was busy helping 
me at Arenbourg, 1 returned to x uoca to find little Biam had Joined 
L og and the two of them were swishing paint brushes for all they 
were worth. : :."t>asxom6<X 

It was then that the first prayer was enunciated in the 
Chapel. And quite unexpected it was, too. The Dark Duke, in 
admiring the stained glass, pointed to one that was especially 
pretty Jomterri'Wopnr jekfcporated tp tje glass, o-■ 
and aB his finger touched it, - a beautifuly amethyst pane, it 
osashed and broke. Poor Dark Duke, he leaped in the air, as 
it was falling, crying in supplication to the lord to save 
■ iS tfiSr pixels. 1 ' v ‘ ; j’risaw , oclij--. okew a .8 .1 ,% 

As I saw the thing falling, c I faded out of the picture, 
so'that when the pieces had been gathered up, I had returned, 
bearing a duplicate, the Bight of which seemed to stun fog as 
much as his anguish over the destruction of the other. -It chanced 
that 1 had one extra pane, and although I had completely forgotten 
its whereabouts until that moment, the memory feturned automatically, 
and it was after the releif that Dog experienced that he said: 

... 7 ■ ! •*' *• * '"I i- t-r -■ J_ Olb" “ 3 uO t 3 1 Qi'l’X! ISO.’i 1 ’. 

"We've sufe done a heap of talk ng about whosoever we're goin* 
to bury Or itfarry from this here °hapel, but at least there wont 
be no doubt in my own mind as to which one; said tha first 
■ prayef.SaVen t beoome used to the nuffled .chugging of the 
motor lawn m,dwer as yet, and several times today \ have instinctive¬ 
ly thought of the Hands as possibly being on the river, only to 
reoall that it Is hdthing more than Clyde Olaude Bmmett Davis —in¬ 
terruption..,.. A frolic at the honkey tonk seems ,to impell every 
one- in the world to drop by 'this way to say Howdy on their way. 
itsL'OnJxs vi. - , riw loidal ec(J lo lidwcrg 

But there is no great loss of time without some considerable 
advantage, and my last caller was my second secretary with whom 
I ran over a bit of borrespondence, and was altogether enohanted 
to disoover a'line skipped at an earlier reading, - to wit that 
Dife is coming my way, thanks to your generosity, and for ever and ever 
so*long. ‘ Hpw nipe of L ift, y how infinitely nicer of you. And 
may 1 remark ih’passing how timely was a recent issue which I Just got 
around to turn through last night Just before falling asleep. It 
was the one containing the article and the grand pioiures of The 
Mississippi Hiver, nP and down whose stream I seem to have been doing 
<86 much navigating of late with cnt J ames J. Audubon. And so 
the pleasures or study and the enjoyment of exploration by picture 
have again, as so often in the past, been united, thanks to your 
unfailing kindness to me. And at the close of this busy day how naturi 
it is that I should return thanks to God for my Lady of the lamp...... 


i30d 0 
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Sunday, Maroh 19th, I960. 
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Memorandum; 
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A fairly busy week end, and withal pleasant. 

The'nicest part of it was the Hands, —Dr., Mrs. Horaoe 
and Haul Mug, - who oame this afternoon. They didn't stay 
long but it was pleasant while it lasted. Dr. Band is walking 
slowly with a cane. Mrs. Band seemed much as usual in 
appearance but somehow seemed more tired them her patient. 

1 guess -the nurse, when connected by family ties,: has a 
really harder time than the patient. 

. ... gimme'* town .asSaM" 

While we men sat on the gallery, *zs. Band stoiled 
about the garden, collecting an elegant bouquet, and I 
never did get around to open the fine bottle of wipe she 
brought me. -^t they will be back during the coming week 
or next week end, and I Shall save it for,then when I go to 
the oamp to dine with them. _ 

Saturday afternoon was a hurly-burly. 1 Mrs. Holloman 
telephoned in the morning to ask if she might come by 
in the afternoon. She brought her lfi year old son with her,- 
< a child weighing^ I should‘guess, about 226 or S50, and 
inolined to go to sleep in his dhair as soon as he sits down. 

I should be in a panic, if he were mine. Mrs. Wells also 
oame along and Arthur DaSalle who was here last summer with 
his mother. The LaSalles are the people fho are restoring 
the old Brangier plantation, - the Hermitage, down on the 
Mississippi somewhere below- Baton Bouge, Mrs. Holloman, 
to say something nice, confided to me on the telephone that 
Arthur LaSalle had asked if he might come to Melrose with 
the Hollomans, and had told her that his first oontaot 
with me, "it was Just like traveling 60 miles an hour when 
you suddenly etrike a briok wall". I can't find much in 
that to preen my feather about, if I am consider myself 
likened to a briok wall, or a crash or whatever. But 
the LaSalle boy is alright and we had a pleasant Shat. 

You can well imagine how muoh work"could be accomplished 
in the hour they‘were here. 

I j J; .. . y v* . « c - • *• . *• ’’ j '* ! i 13 2 - J 

On the way out, %s. n olloman asked ay opinion regarding 
the ohanoe that she mfght be able to get up here ene afternoon 
without easting about to find someone to accompany her. I told 
her that since she is "free, Whitt and over 2l", she ought to 
be able to make up her-mind without any opinion from me, and that 
if she ever hoped to get any artioles for the Bfeayune oom- 


*s 
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pleated (plated), she had better begin making up her mind. Isn’t 
it odd how peopls who feel social seouxs don t have to bother 
about dragons and duennas while people like Her ean raise suoh 
a question, as though'anyone in Bhtohitoohes Parish would know or 
oare if she came alone or with a billion chaperons. After 
all, I an beginning to wonder what panic she may have stirred 
up in her own mind when, on oooarsion, she has arrived her to find 
some representative of the Batchitoohes gentry present. How some 
bags seem to like to think upproblems when non exist. lerhaps 
the fact that her present'husband is old enough to be her grandfather 
may be an element i« her quandary. Off hand, however, it seemed to 
•me like a-mi&ht foolish question 

i’Ethic .uoouieaia ux stots oa.. - , ^ a ■ 

It .recalled to mind how the Madam used to laugh when someone 
from town once asked her if She wasn’t worried about what people 
might say, knowing that Lyle lived at “elrose. She would then 
quote Lyle as Gospel: 

"listen, Aunt Cammie, if you can Just get it established in 
people’s minds once and for all that yoU are a little off, then 
you willl never have to worry about how terrible anything you may 
do, for no matter what happens, people will always then pass it 
- ’Well, you know, she always was Just a 

little off % * 

1 had a few enclosures’but don't seem to see them at the 

ETCKSV thi S th0ra of Particular interest. 

In Saturday s post came a letter from thaV&hreveport number 


-,TC 


fOD 
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* ' « - - --— vm vmu * , Mi w V ouui v 1LUII1U9 J 

saying she would be donw on Thursday the 23rd, in a station 

iSfSi n ss 1 - lhu,ia ^ irM whar * 1 au -" 

) i8 8.1 8B 0008 88 TiRflD Sin Ol qC8i8 OJ OT fifnXXOuX 

^This morning about 4:30 there was much flashing ef lightning 
and banging away after the manner of some titanic alarm clock. 6 
▲ ..shower whioh the planters didn’t want came cascading from on 
high. By 7 I could no longer resist the impulsete larJS u? 
to Arenbourg to see how the hedge of privet was holding up, after the 
transplanting en tffciday knowing'that no matter how it appeared 
the shower to give it a’lift. I was not particularly surprise! 
hut none the iesn gratified that every l'eaf was as pert and * 
green as though they had never been moved.As hedges go. it 

■ tut -*“»« - 111 

3tr& .levednriw to rfesTO a to f rxew mono a oj oenoaxj. 

.. I-chatted with J. H, at the store for a few minutes on my 
return to 'Slrost, prior to breakfast. He flies to Waahino-ton 
noBH?hn<tS d ov a ii- P ^f ,m * 4 retaining tomorrow, but oonsidered^the 
P Sos 84 ? yB - 1 h0pa * don * «•* 


i 


Bost}. w ards fro* -Irma“TiiJinghast. 

cooi'.Ttiila eao-exeri iff deg o3 elan en . nrf:t n» 

bloi .»c , and Log were amqng my visitors today and Hsra dictated the 

gi ?f 1 !; /!v 4l4n t,fcn0w th * ®SnS of the one line 
.hloh I willi't U tUM Perhaps, alter the St. H.nte atnl?' 

-uoo sSnStt tot eeloUtfl ooqo#, *»»» 
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Monday, March 20th, 1950. 


Memorandum: < * . 

I saw something pretty at Arenbourg early this morning,- 
something* in fact, ± had never seen before, —a baby armadillo, 
o* however the animal spells his name. 

To tell you the truth, until today, I never thought about 
what a baby armadilo might look like, and so my enchantment in 
finding out was perhaps the greater because I had never contemplated 
such a thing. 

As I entered the side gate, I notice h oouple of newly dug 
holes in the ground, their apperanoe suggesting the sise a oouple 
of broom handles, & foot apart, might have left, had they been 
driven into the ground 4 or 5 inches and then withdrawn. The 
petals from a red rose had fallen on the ground Just beyond them, 
but on the opposite side of the hedge from me, but As the 
leaves were thin at the base, I was attracted to them, and 
bending over, started to put my hand through'the hedge to 
gather them up, they were so pretty in their shimmering bath of 
dew, when-my eyes caught sight of a full grown armadillo, - obviousl 
a mother, assuming it is the mother that looks after the babies. 

She was a dull gray color, but then along side moved something 
about the sise of a half grown rabbit, but as pink as a new boiled 
shrimp. On second glance, 1 noticed as it moved out from behind 
its.parent that it was a replica in minature, and my day was 
well begun. have no doubt them must have seen me, but they 
are curious animal, frequently reacting not unlike a "’possum" 
to surprises, and neither of them appeared alarmed or frightened. 

I had to take several steps to get around the corner of the 
hedge to see them without the Intervening bushes, but when 
J, reached the other side, they had both disappeared, and I made 
no effort to searoh for them. 1 don’t oare muoh to have them digging 
holes all over the place, but I guess Arenbourg can afford the 
hospitality to this mother and child, and so 1 hope they found 
a few fat grubs or whatever they eat for their morning repast. 


I am enchanted to report that the always delicate white 
wisterias which 1 had planted with some misgivings a^ Arenbourg 
are all looking as vigorous as oan be, and are in flower at 
this comparatively early moment. I am keeping their tendrils out baok 
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bo that the concentration of energy will go into the roots and the 
stem ,*80 that eventually the umbrella effect rather than the 
▼ine type will be the result. I don t muoh favor too many vines at 
Arenbourg, for in this rioh soil, a vine of almost any variety 
is likely to "take the plaoe" before one can oatoh up with it. 
Besides, in the oase of the wisteria, the umbrella shaped arrangement 
seems to me particularly delightful as the best possible medium for 
displaying their drooping, honey sweet blossoms, draping the 
gray of the_ stem and the tender green foliage so : delightfully. 

*hat with other' things to attend to, I have been neglecting 
to cultivate, the mimosas this past season to any extent, but 
apparently at least two of them' are almost beyond requiring 
any particular attention, for they are as sturdy as ean be, and 
already are putting out' yo ung leases. If the weather continues 
mild, l have no doubt they will be in flower rather earlier than 
usual this year. Onoe before I mentioned, I believe, how once in 
a white a mimosa starts hehding off in some unpredictable 
direction with the ultimate of abandon', and such an one is behaving 
just that way at Yuooa this' year. It seems to have put its roots 
down under the Northeastern corner of Ywcda, - slap under the 
Chapel, and has shot out a limb, or trunk or whatever the thing 
may be oalled, in an Easterly direotlen, perhaps to the extent of 
14 or 80 feet, - in the general direction of the Afrloan House. 

I iaugh every time I glance at the thing, it seems to ridiculous, 
heading off into spaoe for no apparant reaseon, - en an 
arc beginning at the ground, of course, and curving so that the 
tip of the thing is perhaps 12 feet from the ground, - and not 
a single solitary twig or branch to do anything about its barrenness. 

A couple of men at work in the gardens of ^lrose. cutting 
out a heap of'stuff, things originally planted \n too close 
prosiraity, the one to the other, and now,, after years of growth 
and a couple of years of neglect, so encroaching upon each other, as 
likeiy to ruin the ohanees of eaoh other for ever producing anything 

® «***ot, - Bose of Sharon 15 feet in height with 

a 20 foot live oak growing slap in the middle of the same, 
crepe myrtles 18 feet high, pushing Chinese magnolias all out of 
joint. It s a consequence that one has to make up his mind as to 
whloh of two suoh impinging plants is to be nurtured and which 
disposed of, and while I can make suoh decisions with the greatest 
seeming nonohalanee, still, inwardly, there is always a twinge when 
i have to turn thumbs down on either the one or the other. 


Tuesday, March 21st, I960. 


•i: A 


.free 


. w - - telephoned this afternoon. He said he flew to hew Cleans 

to Washington in three and a half hours, which seems like fast 
flying for mere commercial travel, but I am sure he must find 
suoh speed ever so satisfyitg. * " 9 " 8 1 nQ 

Had in mind to touch of li smv v 

in horticultural. Perhaps I ah«n * * P * ’ bU * g0t bog8#d d0 *n 

PB shall do matter on the morrow.., 


i C, J. 
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Another beautiful busy Spring day, and except for 
one guest for mid day dinner,' ne pilgrims, by some miracle or 
ether. . 

How that the dawn arrives a little earlier than a month 
ago, I seem to be getting in more work at Arenbourg before 
breaking fast, and that lends both apetite and satisfaction. 

Celeste dropped by after 9 o’clock coffee to assist me 
in taking hhe measurements for the Lowells that will 
eut the direct daylight from each side of the stained glass, - - 
a height of *8 yards fend 35 inches", as Puny figured it the 
other day. I gave Celeste the ‘“owells and* she took them home 
to Madam Begard who wants to make them for me Poor Madam 
Bogard, she 1 b going to bo so disappointed when she finally learns 
the Chapel is to St. Martin de Porres and not of Tours. 

Clemenoe had passed this way before I had returned from the 
Post Office and had set up her "baptisin’" scene in the Chapel 
before I arrived. It's a typioal Clemenoe, not in one of her more 
florid'moods, but gay enough, with perhaps 80 people or more 
in the rural festivities, a preacher ringing the bell, oonverts 
in their white robes, a cOuple actually in the water, and the 
Church in'the background deoidodly going down hill. Primative 
it is and declidedly negroid piatoriAlly and so I think it 
will due very nicely for the department for which it was stirred 
up. 

3 &Lbbl.A 

I am rather ourious to know how she to&ted the thing the 
miles between her cabin and Yuoaa, for the oil is still fresh, 
and 1 have it flat on the floor tonight, hoping it may eventually 
dry. As it is approximately 80 by 50 inohos, and what with a 
86 mils broese afloat this morning, I can’t imagine how 
the artist got it that far without having preacher, congregation 
and oonverts all one groat big smudge. 

^ U » i > ■ L * ^ ' ~ 1 ' 

I chatted with her for a few minutes but couldn’t linger 
long as * had some gardeners who needed a bit of supervision at 
the time* Clemenoe said she would be ooming back to see me in 
a few days and would tfien tell me the Identity of the several 
characters In the piece. I have already reoognised a couple of 
them, but shall want all the details in her inimitable delivery. 
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Wednesday, Maroh 22nd, I960. 


I am approaching the end of Audubon s Amerioa, and shall 
be depressed when 'I shall have finished it, —it is so interest¬ 
ing. At the moment 1 aa with him up the Missouri river, and 
muoh of this seotion is given directly from his Journal of the 
trip. I know not if only seotions of the Journal are inoluded 
in the present book or if Audubon himself skipped a few days 
now and then in his entries. There is much talk about M r# 
Harris, but unfortunately the Journal as quoted skips from 
July 1st to 1 July yth, - or thereabouts, so that July 4th and 6th 
the dates mentioned m his script on Mary's head of the doe, are 
omitted. His impressions of the Indians is Very unfavorable. 

He is passing through the same country and meeting with the same 
tribes that lewis and Clark mentioned so frequently, and also ra 
ujnfavorably, too when they were making the sbme up-stream 
journey 40 years iarlier. HoW" muoh the manners, customs and 
sooial aspects of the tribes had altered in those 40 years, I 
wouldn't know, although an Editor's note indicates that in 1837 
from 60,000 to 160,000 of them were 
reducing one tribe, at least, to onl 

IJfgnm 

There is an interesting chapter 


eneXtfon 

xol 


,xeriJo 
J 2 nlx3 


Memorandums 

Another splendid Spring day, a fairly heavy frost 
last night and a tempering breese today that kept the 
thermometer around 72. ./* e }‘ O 0% Eono«rf 

* , c>dm rl onto Jtlftlfllkl U MEca 

It seems to me it is time for the swarms of black birds 

to*be descending upon us, but they haven't appeared as 
yet. But the red winged black,birds are here, and busy as 

• bees, fixing to set up househkeeping, I guesd. A half dozen 
of them along the margin of thrf river at Arenbourg this 
morning kept buzzing about my spade, looking for some 
early worms, I reckon. I like their songs, especially the one 
that suggests Ban sounding a single note on his reed. 

And speaking of wood wind instruments, I must remark upon 
just that in its natural state Whioh I have heard several 
days during .the past week. Occasionally some of the school 
children can't resist trying to get themselves a fishing 
pole from the bamboo hbadge behind the "sun clock", and although 
they usually fail, they do suooeed in breaking off a 
stalk now and then. When this dries, the tattered end being 
sometimes from 4 to 8 feet from the ground, a weird and rather 
pleasant note 1 b struck when the* winds passes through. Of late 
there has been a 26 mile wind out of the Borth and the resulting 
pounds from the hedge, varying, I suppose, by the size and 
^amount of splinters in eaoh broken staff, brings for a variety 
of notes that is delightful. On Monday a couple of * 
mocking birds, apparently entanoed at the musio, suooeded 
- in getting themselves all tangled up in attempting to 
Imitate several of the notes all at the same time; Hot to 
be out-done by the mooklng birds, some raucous bias jays joined 
in the feathered hubbub and some black birds, - the red wing 
breed, were ever ( so busy, but quite independently, in voicing 
their usual program. The whole thing was gay, and particular! 
when a sudden‘gust of wind would increase the volume and possibl; 
altered the soale a bit, for automatically the mocking birds 
and the blue jay would attempt to adjust their chorus te 
suit the new key, with results that were both oharming and 
-hilarious - ' ' to roxinoo oJ 


too. on Mr. Audubon 1 8 


visit to several Bew England oities after fhme had beoome-hls, 
and fortune was smiling in his’ direction. His contact with 
Daniel Webster was chiefly interesting because Mr. Wefcster 
- had never, paid him anything on the Elephant Edition, to whioh he 
had subscribed years befetelTbut blandly subscribed to the 
0 smaller* bditien with the bird biographies, - the big plates 
oosting a thousand dollars for.the original sbusoribtion, and 
. the smaller edition #120.00. ^Webster, as I learned from the bio, 
of Andrew aokson, read Some months baok, was always behind in h: 
•debt payments, and this.in spite of the faot that he was the 
doradnant Republican figure for a number of years* and while 
holding his Senator's seat made no bones about oalling the 
attention of the Bank of the D. 3., - controlled by old *ioholas 
Biddle, that his retainer's fee from that institution was due. 
Surely mondern ethics would frown on a Senator accepting 
annual retainer's fee from an institution holding a monoply on 
the banking business of ;the nation, especially when its charter 
for renewal .was coming upbut that didn't seem to enter in to 
Mr. Webster e calculations in the slightest, but it probably in 
a large measure explains his opposition > to *aekson his 
fight against the Biddle outfit. * 111 

*cme to think of it, I find that every once in a while I 
like tome book with inordinate delight because mentally I find 
it-placed in the catalogue of "must volume's" for eventual re-reai 


a c'Jisv Ji-r 
mod 

aolia^ox axo 
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stems to strike just the right note, a sort of eonie 
relief to the surrounding austerity, • the crude benohes, 
the beauty of the stained glass, the nobleness of the 
fluted oolume, standing in one corner for the Greek 
philosophers, the somewhat imposing white Cress for Christ in 
the other, - with mud walls surrounding the whole save where 
the trim stationary blinds to the Bast and Borth let in a 
filtered light without permitting the Tision to be distracted by 
whatever grows in the gardens beyond. 

•* ( * 

What oanvinoed me that the Cane Biver primatire had 
touched just the proper note was the reaction manifested by 
some of my untutored negro friends who passed this way for 
a Howdy on their way to the honkey tonk at first dark. 

To those like Peter who never heard of "the glory that 
was Greece*, let alone the meaning of the word philosopher, 
the pietur* was the thing. 

"Hah . hahj w in quick succession, a suggestion of 
gaiety, mingled with surprise. "lorn know, Qlemenoe, she done 
hit that one jus' right. That's a sure 'nough baptisin' alright, 
an$ LordJ look at this here one here, sure is Bsxa's mama if 
it s anybody, getting there late for the doin's, the last 
one to get in the pdeture, and you oan see she already a-fussin 1 
'cause they got things rigged ufc without waitin' for her 
to say how it ought to be a-dein'% 

t ' 4 % • 

Obviously during the past 500 year* there has been something 
lacking in most Churches, but now that’we have a Cross 
for the religious minded, a Greek pillar fer the intlleotual 
and. a picture for the simple souls, perhaps St. Martin's Chapel 
will help bridge a gap that will att least offer something to a 
little wider, even though more limited oirele, if you will 
pardon the paradox. 

aw > • 

I had a couple of gardeners going full*tilt at ^elrose 
all day They worked very hard, and really what with the 
mechanical lawn mower thrown in, the place does appear to be 
a little more in order. Sam Peace who has enough Indian blood 
in him to make him as taciturn as a toad came up to me 
the gardens this evening to remark that in his opinion 
the plaoe <hadn t leaked to revived in‘years. Bain is predicted 
for this week end, and dampness with heat will induce a 
tropioal surge that will take somd scrambling to keep up with, 
but if some semblanoe of order has been established in 
a haphazard sort of way, then the on-rusH will be the easier 
to oontrol or at least to contend with. 

Much gaming at oards across the fence all afternoon 
wih a fanoy supper at the end of the thing, I suppose. I 
was kindly invited to break bread with the guests but 
declined. After all, I'm already having fun...... 


fhursday, March 25rd,1960. 


Memorandum: < 

. i. « 

▲ Grand Pay, • thanks to a billion circumstances, all 
, centering around the primary one, - your elegant letter of 
Saturday last past. 

I have read it-but onoe, but shall read and re-read it 
between now and the week end, - what with so many cardinal points 
it covers and in a fashion that completely delights me. 

r r 0.) * •. 1 J • . a* v t*' 1 t 

first off, may I pin no end of laurel leaves about your person 
for all the grand researoh accomplished in my behalf and passed 
along in suoh deleotable style. < - 

■ ' *7* - 1 A ~ v • t ' 

It goes without saying * am tremendously Interested in all that 
you traoked down about the Blaok Swan and the geneology of the 
St. Bennie family. I shall have occasion to refer to it often 
at subsequent sittings and I shall always feel indebted to you for 
the whole range of floed lights of information y o* have turned on 
these fascinating points for our mutual*understanding of this 
all but forgotten history. When I stop to think of the 20 years 
.Lyle spent in this Parish and the flight through the records of 
one Kane, both of them passing themselves off for writing Louisiana 
history, and neither of them ever touching upon the kernel of truth 
whioh you in suoh a removed.looality have brought forth, - well, 

. I am consumed with admiration and gratitude. 

And how nioe to know, even though so much of it was devoted to me, 
that the past week end eould be spent, not in ohasing to the ends 
of the earth, but rather in delving into matters 'thathold so muoh 
for the more perfect understanding of the region that is likely to 
. always mean something very speoial to us. Let us hope for more 
frequent and more prolonged week ends of that particular stamp. 

^ * od XXiff ji 

Various demands on my time today prevented me fro« reading 
your letter without interruption at a single sitting, and I want to 
run through it again and agin before I touch on sane of the 
historical points. I do want to thank you for having 'acquainted 
me with doings at ^yde Park oD the 17th, whioh somehow I had missed 
if they dJLd get reported on the air. And I am glad the lady is 
sitting for her portrait, and what a graolous way she expressed 
her approval of the artist's efforts. What a perfedt combination, 
a report of her doings through the pen of Lydia Lea of Lyme. 


so if 


1 potioe I keep backing up to re-strike letters in this Memo, 
it appears more difficult to read than usual, just charge it 
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tie. 

ill- 


s; 


bo 


off to the lateness of the hour, for I am writing a little later 
than usual, and to the faot that I hare a thron in eaoh thumb and 
a out’on thb end of my index finger which tends to make me piok around 
with more delicacy than 

I had a couple of oarpentera at and around Yucca all day, piddling 
while I wasn't present, which was about all the time, for 1 spent 
the greater part of my day at Arenbourg, and feeling good and tired 
tonight as a result, - the goodness of satisfaction in haring 
done a heap of things 1 wanted to.de, such as trimming hedges, 
stirring up ground around the little crepe myrtles planted 
about the "elephant traps, discovering a oouple of grand oaks that had 
grown up in u nit Ro. 1 without my notios, - not toe far up, but 
with a trunk as big around, I .guess, as a silver dollar, while 
those on the terraae which are just where I want them are thriving 
alright, but expanding their hip line not at all, it seems to me, 

X had Aa$j helping all day and when we were finished, and had 
done little more than clear out a tenth section of the Unit lost 
in last year’s weeds, I felt i^ore or less satisfied because the stuff 
that continues gorwing, sheltered from the average eye by clumps 
of weeds intentionally left standing, it appears with the cutting of 
some of these weeds that some of the things * had envisioned are 
really taking shape, and bq many things are looking so well, that 
the effort seems all the more heartening, * might say in passing 
that the mimosas are putting out leaves and all 4 of them are looking 
as sturdy fct, oah be* - zvc xoi t 


On the home front things seem to be going alright, h. 
returned from Washington at midnight and so 1 saw, him this morning. 

1 am always glad when he is about for although I never see him much, 
the momentary oontaot is pleasant. At ioffec Celeste told me that at 
her party yesterday she heard I was having my portrait painted. I told 
her 1 was glad to‘hear that and if she could get me any additional 
particulars as to what progress is being made,!? should be entranced to 
urn* i shall find some good excuse to oall up Hosalyn one of 

md narhana I mav than find out for nivHalf. 


find out. 
these days, and perhaps 


may then find out for,myself. 


oJ 


See 


Vs were not honored by any visitors from Shregeport today. Perhaps 
the morrow may bring‘them forth, perhaps it may be July before the 
• pleasure isn't ours, I suspect, however, it will be soon, for while 
she, talk8 about taking homq,<banana plants, what she is really coming 
for it to raide the iris garden. She taught me a trick a .few years 
ago when she wanted to be particular mean to one of her mother's 
friends, _ to wit, by cutting off the single blossom any plant 
produces, no one for the balance of the season may tell where suoh a 
type may be located. She really had something thers, 

" ■ .-j ■ 7 ,i/iilitoq to.-: tol • 

With your grand Saturday letter reaohing me today, and figuring 
parcel post might take a oouple of days longer, it seemed but 
logioal that I should forward a little package to you in today's 
out-going post, forgive, me if its advent is premature. And 
. again my thanks for having made my day so very happy.,,,.. 


j'Tb 


Jfriday, March.24th, 1960. 


bee- 


oo 


Memorandum: - r 0 j i ’ .or 

Spring seems to hafe moved en, — Borthward, —and full Summer 
spreads over the bows and bends of Oane River. 


1 had a grand time at Arenbourg this morning^ but 1 can't 


seem 


to remember exactly wkdt in particular enchanted me, there have 
been so many hours and pilgrims between me and morning. Perhaps 
• it was no more than to see the tender sprays on the white wisteria 
plants or the milk and wine lilies 'blooming f in the rank grass. I do 
know I dallied long,* hot getting back to Yuoca until «, and 
feeling as fit as a fiddle after a hot-cold bath and a round ef 
'coffee, strong enough to ourl one's perruque. 

By some Law of compensation, I enjoyed both the worst type 
and the best of pilgrims today, and as the worst came first and the 
•best last, the day finished quite satisfactory. The nice people 
were from "orthwest Louisiana, or rather northeast, . the 
Mississippi River parishes, while the worst was with 4 or 5 people 
from Shreveport, brought here by Madame Cloutier of Beaufort. 
Curiously enough, and yet perhaps by some unfailing gcneological 
’twist*, the real bag of the party was a Mrs. Somebody or other, 
born Cora Lee Benry, and' cousin of the local brood, 1 never laid eyai 
on her before but had heard the Madam refer to her as a bag and I 
recall how she put her foot down one day when Sister manifested 
great love for her, and the Madam thundersd»"fut never wil she 
come here." f . 

Well, she came today, And seemed civilised when X was presented, 
but she managed to get off at a left foot start, and ■minted it 
to the point of getting into the oar before the others did, without 
bothering to say Goodbye to me, or even "Go to n ell • 


spoke 

AS 


Celeste, whom they had dropped in to see for a moment, 
of the Ohapel, and thetc was muoh talk about it in advanoe. 
we approached the big house, after leaving Celeste s, Cora Lee 
suddenly bolted from the group and galloping dofn a path, ®odenly 
lifted up a foot and kicked poor old ‘'randpa, not so well at the 
moment, who was 1 flattened out on his side iq the sunshine, “e 
Jumped up thunderstruok, not even running away, not being accustomed 
to suoh unprovoked attaoks, 

"I Just ean't stand the sight of a cat or a dog" she explained. 

Horses * love, but Just to'sec one of those things sitting on 
somebody s lap simply dirves me crasy.* . .1] 

j elevated an eyebrow and said I love to see a marebeing fondled 


$ 
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in snob a fashiea. She salA she didn't 
bother to explain. 

▲t my house, she wanted to know wh< 
duek in the corner of the picture. I t< 

Amlll fifln u rinr c al naav VI < ■> .1 1 


understwd me. I didn't 


Sunday, Maroh 26th, 1960 


was with the hl&ok 
was the first 


Memorandum: 

Whenever anything, no matter How vaguely tinged with Beligion 
becomes oontroversal, a measure of suoeess ia guarantee*.Our littl< 
Ohapel aooordingly is on the way to Buooeae. 

▲bout 8 o'clock last night Puny tapped en my window. He said 
had something confidential tb tell me. Mrs. Band and some ladies 
were at the camp Saturday afternoon. Puny remarked to her that 
he knew I would be glad to set that she got up. She told him 
she wapn't coming bye, she Was so upset about the Chapel, "so 
vatholie that the dross is big enough to hang you end Mrs -Pranooii 
at the same time*. She told Puny it was somethin* neither 


tp the other, some of whom are from Illinois, but-you aan't o«i 
that sort of.stuff to me; a Southerner". 7 1 

.■* ,o... bfiJcirnt'ite Telx/olJxaq n". T. « a. i . ts of 

.... was .made about when they would be shown the Chanel 

* A ? 4 * aft,r the 1181181 aaanities on the 1 
part of the others, that tour was finished. A 

♦ • jgnol frellie b r mi.. 

So it goes, requiring all sorts ot people to make « ...i,* 
but a single type -fro terminate a tour with dispate?. * d ’ 

In your last letter, you inquired regarding 

Augustin and Susanne M#toyer, i<? was 1768 {_^ 

Their mama s emancipation had been precisely ten 

▲nd speaking of Susann 
forward to you in yesterday 

frame while alright of an litftJt’ing^ItTf^SiSd?^ "thl*® Ma-k 

pilDt 01 

^ • las , X C . i TOl C 

«meteM. I UT. fnoiSi; ?h. HUtJrPitoiftnl 

in the same diary, and thought it misht aw«nJ^«v?» .f 11 *®** inoluded 
attention and printed bv the « «<h balled to the 

sa we S'a. 

be able to supply it. as L haw* «k. P a 8* is missing, I may 

later consultation, together with a aonni«°n? 7 1)011114 ia book form for 
visits to Jfcntua TUforS irva&sket dMk^lfftlounts of 


... ~ th ® ^>itth year of 

was 1768 {one seven six eight, 
r c *3 year's earlier. 

ml t0 8 P® 8k of the item going 
■post. The oirigatl etching in the v 


▲s I was walking with them to the side gats, we met f 
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lira. Hirnd remarked the boys had seen the Chapel during their 
TiB £* } n morning. 1 told her I was so glad, for as she had 
probably heard, I was throwing all the oontents of the plaee into 
the byou and returning the assortment ef east eff traah that had 
formerly eoeupied the plaee; She seemed astonished. I coupled 
*f e *J i8t J e ° larati on *y a second, that I wasutaking out all the 
plumbing fixtures at Yuooa and haring all the eleetrieity removed, 
making preparations to run my radio, reading machine, etc by 
onadle power,order that things here would be lust as they had 
been in ante bellum times. With that, poor, tired lady I think 
se began to see the light, for she hazarded the thought’that she might 

and r*yle never likdd atholios and could! never have stood for a Qross 
1 realled to her mind the friendship **s. Vnry had for a Quarter of 
a century with father Baumgartner, the loohl priest, her oare and 
£I b: daily visits for 50 yearHc M* e . a ubin-Hooque! celine etr Si 

®o*«oon forgotten M r. Baohelier. ’la* I'aaked 


i P r i*st7 to whom he rented his 

.parent in Jtr.et In * e , ^rlean. .to., «. . 


gninjvrta 


ra -aeison axreet in »ew Orleans etc., etc and «nd*d 

the Catholie, Biptist’or AilSti 
Bigotry that the ^adam and Lyle resented and thatnuaithar a# 
oared a hoot to what faith anybody subbcrlblt; ** ith * X ° f th#m 


1 beh; 


ode: 

iiooL 

aliens 


She then confessed that she had felt the impulse to hole me with 

* ad J onl y * lan8d a StJJe the^ti. Sn 

my back gallery, she would have done something about seeing I had 

js ?? Tl ? for »«L s £ 

1 oan 888 aaa ily enough that ^adam Hand will ha 
providing m. «lth oandl.o for to. .Ital pi.« Jl llUnTl?Sd Uim! 

I was enchanted to find Dr. Band seemed so muah hattar t,v- 0 i . oV1 _ 

’ latter^^artment 114 Hand waB obviously on the mend P in the 

latter department,- Cndaro-the oiroumstancea. it seemed to ma inot- an 

weil net^to mention a card I had received ^sterlSfxomtS Auent 

of the !Eexas and Pacific, advising me that a 240 pound colored Sait 

®P 8 ?J in « *••* end in the freight office of the fiSiLoad at 

K * ln8 place fer a Saint Of such tonnage to be spending 

his week end, you will agree, first a Cross, then a‘8aint Lid if* 

poor^adem Band knew about the latter, I suppose she would behavtn? 

nightmares tonight, in which the Peps would be neSns Se hlltfSIi? 8 

ffain 2 m?-S£ 3 S bipu,in 


Clemenee Buntexsnied 

■ : rr. 


rfo lh 


holy 

’.fav 


~ •?•**** r dld y° a 8a 7 topimueh, — of such tomfoolery On 

Saturday the postman ran ahead of sohedule and instead 0 * 2^™ 
my mall in to town by a Henry to be posted I held lIS 
«* rt.ll .rtd it by .lr S tio.Srw.' *iU It r£ij2 £ 
your natal dear, and that tha i***— v. £7 *L. r8aollW1 on 


your natal day, and that thi lattebe th! ScidteSr ‘MVSiii 
be for me as telepatheti-eally 1 share “it with you.... ' 4t 111 


\<i Hi 


o t inew 
oib I bL 


brtsfl .rd d; 


reiec coa ,* 
)aalb bo3 lav bad x 
: .5aoor*og baoo&i 

3/5B I .1-05 to 3 


Monday, Marsh 27th, 1950, 


Memroan&um: t 

Between 2 and 4 this morning we had suoh an elegant shower, I 
am bound to remark upon it. All day Sunday the wind blew mightily 
from the South, and the ground, already dry, was almost parohed when 
night oame on and the breeze slaokened. Then came the rain but with 
dawn, the wind returned, and so. what with a brilliant sun aooompanying 
it today, I suppose we are almost as dry again tonight as we were 
24 hours ago. 

f 

As a consequents of the dampness, the traotors and traotor 
drivers remained idle today, and so the Dark ®uke and Peter passed 
this way about 7 p'olook this morning, asking if they might go to 
Derry to pick up the 3aint. They could, and after their return, 

I left it to them to open .the box whiehaleoked forever like 
a ooffin, and to unpaoke the likeness, albeit a little small, - 
4 or 6 feet in height, of the Blessed .Martin, and set the thing 
up in the Wiapel. d 

Th i n ki ng they had completed the Job I had in mind to " 

Join them on the back gallery when I heaid Peter say: 

"Ho, i-ord, I ain't goin' to tear off that paper to see if he's 
really inside it, "hat if he move., Besides, L 0 g, what if we do 
get off the wrappin's and yeu try to pick him up eff the ground and 
he slip one of them Saint arms around you neok and eheked you." 

And so * thought it better to leiter the brothers Baptiste 
solve their own problem, they seemed to be having so muoh half 
serious, half pseudo v?odoo about the business. 

Half an hour later I put in an appearanee and everything was 
in order. Log expallned: * 

€*• g ■ i> 3 jftrr'fy- j 

"You see, we was a little touohy about bringin' forth the 
Saint-until we done seen him good, but after that, we was sure he 
was Jus another Baptiste, and now I what's married with two boye of 
my own, a olaime him as my own, while ^ater what ain T t married, he 
allows as how he is his sure enough,.....* 

3f a > y.. a jaito- zl* t J gis'flcueaex nl rciie tr.: 
interruption, —Mr. Brew passes bye, and after reading the enolosure,^ 
1 accompany him through the gardpn on his way out, and the moon is a> 
marvelous. ^ 4 . 


* 




1 
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It isn't important, but quite revealing, in view ol all the 
talk that has gone before, that one Postell, in lines not identical 
but certainly parallel t,o those taken by others, sees nothing 
in common, except the negro characters, in the statue and the mural. 

I shall write him a note tonight, recalling that there is 
another oomnon denominator, - God. 

for all I know, perhaps Catholics and Protestants don*t like 
to be reminded that there is just a ohanoe that the God of eaeh 
is the same but if the Chapel does little more than to make such 
1 an idea dawn in some tight knit brain, it will well hare been 
worth while. . , ... , 

• - . osoexcf c o - - 

’ While I hare it in mind, Jet me respond to your reoent inquiry 
regarding the present status of the remarkable persimmon, some 
of whose twigs have been grafted on the Arenbourg-orientals. Dp 
to the present moment, no classification or name has been assigned to 
this particular strain. t from one quarter -comes word that the 
item in question is merely a variation of aa early American {native) 
fruit. : Prom another authority I learn that the native Amerioan 
was never of such imposing girth as .is the Arenbourg fcind Up to 
now, that is where the matter stands, and I am expecting a clarification 
_of the matter shortly, ai*d should it fail to oome to hand before the 
eiid of the ensuing month, I shall stir the embers a bit and gat the 
heat going so that the whole thing may be brought to a boiling point 
before agriculturalist generally have become lost in the great out- 
of-door* as full summer sweeps across the various educational and 
Governmental havens hairborlng suoh gentry during the Winter time. 

A strange and quite hideous oontraption has suddenly oome into 
_ being on Alphone's, property,.immediately adjoining Arenbourg. Somebody 
had a wonderful idea to contrive a baseball park beginning at the 
honkey-tonb, running to.the alphonse gate and thenoe baok to Uncle d'Jr's 


Tuesday, March 28th, I 96 O 4 


Memorandum: 

Another summer's day with the thermometer in the 80's, 
in spite of the continuing high wind which carries dust 
from the Southwest in quantities that dims the billiance of 
the sun." I oan vaguely but definitely imagine what it must be 
like on the Great Plains. 

I don't reoall suoh an unceasing breeze over such a long 
period. ' Jf tells me that the heavy rain we had early 
Monday morning, has so dried up that ploughing is made difficult 
by the hardness of the soil, and much of what is ploughed 
instantly takes to the skies. 

r. & , - 0; 2 -0 C Llhlo.- ‘ ^ I 

Mrs. Rand came by this morning, accompanied by B, 

Randolph. While I was giving a few final pointers to the gardeners, 
they walked around a bit, and before leaving, asked me to have 
coffee at the oamp with them at 1 q'olook. I accepted, I 
assume they must have visited the °hapel for the lady demonstrated 
her ability to exeroie* a woman's right by obviously changing her 
mind to the point that she now is in love with the ^hapel and 
asks me if 1 mind if she oasts about to find a little organ for 
it. naturally B am all in favor of that, and so the Yucca 
seotion housing 3t. *axtin moves out from its temporary shadow. 

• * 

uther visitors today included Clemenoe. She was fixing 
to go to Alexandria where her sister lives, she told me she had 
just learned that her sister's daughter and husband had had a 
disagreement and that the husband "had stobbed her to death over 
the heart with a big old knife". .1 inquired as to the probable 
date of the funeral. Casually she explained that she didn't 
think there would be any, for "although he wtobbed her to 
death over the heart, the doot,or say my sister’s girl tin t goin' 
to dib and so I'm a-fixln' to go down and see how she-’s a“mafcin' it." 

r f • LailasQd ah* *erfl boa oi ***" * 0A ** 

Alright, Clemenoe, and wont Bora love that one. 

V » * b Od Iiyl). . . • • " *• v 

Along about first dark tonight. Puny tapped on my 
window. Re said he had heard through Peter and hog that 
something had happened yesterday, and so, after his day of work on 
Red Rivtr peoane,groves, he had oome by "to see the boy". for 
a second it didn t ooour to me what-he.was driving at, and then 
I remembered how^the brothers Baptiste had referred to 
the statue. 'And so Buny say it, half by matoh light and half by moon 
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and exuded delight in the same ohildlike manner that invariably 
move* ^he untutored negro of his type " ' 


move* ^he untutored negro of his type. I told him of 
Mrs. Rand's ohange of heart and his delight increased, explain¬ 
ing his enohantment over the latter by the remark that "when 
good people we likes seem heavy hearted about something us-es likes 
it looks like us-es heart gets wearisome, too. even if we ain't 
feelin' no different about how we felt before". 

And then oame my secretary feeling a little below par, having 
Just slioed off the end of a finger while fiddling with the engine 
of his tractor. And so we read no mail tonight _ and there 
wasn't so much to explore anyway, for it seemed*to-me Puny's 
entertaining chatter with ^r. Brew would do the latter more 
good than the patient having to do the talking, I gave them 
a glass of wine and they went their separate ways, Mr. Brew taking 
an anti-pain pill and a mild sleeping potion along-with him, 
guaranteeing him a night's sleep regardless. 


arch £9th, I960 


Wednesday 


i am in the doldroms of things to read at the moment. 

1 he 60 u reat American's" progresses but without muoh 
inspiration, although I have learned a oouple of things I didn‘t 
know about one or two people, such as the fact that in his youtfc, 
Robert *ulton was a portrait painter and did a minature of Beniamin 
Pranklin. ^ 

a c jJ>. oiv iQ ,J i ' r . -i xeio**•::. cJ <{,3 . i i • to.i 

The enclosure is of scant interest, but I send it along 
regardless. The.reference to Glemenoe has to do with a message 
passed along on C^emenoe's behalf the other day, wherein little 
0. ttuntor said.she would like to "mark off a picture for 
Miss R.*s bathroom". *ust what Olemenoe could have had in mind, 
no one but she has the.slightest notion, but I thought Robina would 
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a miaw Aitt-te “‘iss uormon in just on a chance, end to 
Jind out if r. Stearn was the Mr. Steam I thought he might 
*>*• He sal4 s Oh, you know M r *es Dormon, of oourse.... she 
was so kind as-to give my wife the set of drawings she did 
for*her Louisiana fflldflower book It was indeed then Edgar 
B. Stearn, and it was "my wife" who has kept the BOrmons 
on an annunity for heaven alone knows how long. But I 
let the comparative incognito 0 f simple Mr. Stearn remain 
complete, said that he had had an opportunity to see 
quite a few old Louisiana homes but the flavor of none Jr them 
could compare with Melrose.’ I am glad he liked it and 
I am glad i sent them all away while there still remained 
much for them to want to see, for their n&xt visit will 

°*?! r ,! tr !? ors " t0 I law lor tha as well as 

older ones for them to enjSy again* 

nn*T.t An J rt T 0 onT d i r *| 0te V th v Bl -I 0 ^ at ohitaohes via the Joyeous 
all - h f d , read about The Journal of the *oung Man 
of yashio n Lyle s opus and were entranced at the 
prospect of treading that soli* 

• ' v 5i;.- i Od 

thflV &££*£& Stearns'tried: to preserve Rosedown; I imagine 
they may have bur shed against much of the Audubon lore in 

Jtog* inquire from**?? St°eLn when 
* d J°J a ^-J 118 if be-can.tell;us anything about one 

whSt^wiJt^wS-v! 8 ?? 8 t0 — 79 betn t0 Audubon's painting 

33 . ” 5 !x SJ 2 .*" 9 **" “ asla when toth ahil4ran * 

BejnescTq emcoB ,jxraejo 3a« ax** - 

„ . . ' - 5 ft; : 3 0 3 ,80 • V 

1 must tel1 yon one t ing- Mr. 
thought, amusing* He was so delighted 
oneness of the Chapel that he expressed 

t I*t2fi^S JwfU eryb ° dX , 8Mla * 14 would *• 8 dually entrant 

W f 8 qUi n # wr0n& that th8 Ba ptists wei 

m t£s : nnd - 8aint in 

onthewai. I said: "Of course^ 

Wili ferov was perfeotjy right i 
aristocrats and the negroes matt 
these brackets of society‘seem t 
I must -admit I find it odd to be 


Thursday, March 30th, 1950. 


Memorandum: , 

Thirty million adjustments would be insufficient to 
get me straightened around so that I might properly Judge 
if it is in reality your bjjrthday or that of Arenbourg s and 
mine. * 

1 awoke to a marvelous day and everything went along 
swimmingly until the post arrived, bringing me not only 
all kinds of lovely surprises via the Easter Bunnie, but also 
a fat envelope containing printed material of surpassing 
delight and best of all, an elegant letter. And all in 
one post. 

My first impulse at dawn *as to hope that your day might 
be ever and ever so happy, but by the time 9 o'clock and 
the post had arrived, 1 knew fell well it eouldn t possibly be 
half so nioe.as mine* • «* 

Frankly, I hadn't contemplated concentrating on Arenbourg 
tomorrow, escept by myself, but what with a,birthday to 
'be considered, I shall ask assistance so that preparations for 
the on-rush of Spring may be that much better effected* 

Arenbourg says its thanks, - and may I add mine* 

And speaking of Arenbourg, the pictures are marvelously 
clear of little king, the nandina hedge and the mimosa, - not 
to mention the weeds* I am entranced to have them, and eventually 
when turning through my scrapbook, 1 shall be encountering them an 
one Lydia ^ee of Lyje, with each turning of the pages. 

• . . • _r J * e v v «** • *'* w 

As between this paragraph and the one immediately above, 

1 have taken a little, turn in the moonlight. With one of 
the elegantly wrapped oadies or two in my pooket, and inhaling 
a Kool, I betook myself to the Jerraoe to see-what best might 
be on the dooket bright and early tomorrow morning. I 
stopped at the honkey-tonk,to see M if one of our Ethopian assistant 
might be at thj.s "poor man’s club", and Lei I was successful 
in making arrangements for •'companions at gardening on the 
morrow* i 

.LeJli- .soaoioiv oblb o3*1 J ~'0 

1 haven't as yet had an opportunity to read all the 
printed material-,-which, of oourse, guarantees me infinite 
pleasure at each ^ubsequesnt sitting* I did, however, read 
a portion of the artiole about the Hew rleans Catholics of oolor, 
and find it ever so informative* I shall.cot take up the 
date of 1699 as the founding of the Crescent City, for although 


mural 


a muau-aamir j. rma it odd to be damned from two sides by 
the Catholics and the Protestants alike." • y 

! * __? J • noluOD ei toilOl 31 kino Oil bit S 

Saind Mr, stearn: . . l. 

JSR .BXa *• t j .jOJili 1 

.I^ 1 L thr0W 1,1 d «m. - both for sincerity's i 

for good measure. I don't oars who damns you for your 
undertaking, - I think it's a dunetftosa ldet'?? 7 


I think it's a damned good ides, 

Weil, so much for one set pf pilgrims, and 
passing this way dcn't matter. From where I si 

a J t0n J: 8B8d that 1 did any gardening toe 
did get a few things done, and now forthwith I i 
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that seems to he pushing it hack a lew years further than I had 
supposed. It isn't of the slightest importance, for the main 
thing in the particulars it gives covering theefforts of one 
branch of religion to do something positive about the racial 
business, „ or to consider it a thing about which too much has 
already been done, 1 shall read further and speak further 
on this subject, The van Gogh item, from the Metropolitan, 
is a gem, of course, and 1 am going to run through it billions 
of times. And now nioe of you enclose the lovely cards, both 
so splendid and both so individually distinctive of their own 
particular mode and manner, 

1 hope you were able to snatoh a glance of green.iin the 
Botannioal Gardens on Saturday. But even though the color 
be„ laggardly in putting in an appearance, the open air and 
promise of Spring in the offing would make the outing worth 
while. fiedfllvr sainlirtnoe < t * 

;i XX. ‘.5 .retfTel 3 , 

And let me say how much I appreciate the*news items, the 
Tilloah encounter and doings in his department of grandchildren and 
expeotant grandchildren. Wasn't that a coincidence that you 
should have bumped into him slap at the time your hands were 
heavily-laden With items bearing an-address that, had he seen it, 
would have set him into fits of curiosity. 3 - 

The Willie episode or latest trend is discouraging. Poor 
L. J . Why, I wonder, must she bear such heavy crosses. Sometimes, 
sinoe reading your account of the latest«wrinkle from Binghamton, 

.if vit wouldn t be the kindest thing all the way "around for 
her or .aome member of her family to advise the Veteran's Bureau 
of his apparant instability mentally Naturally nothing would be 
mentioned regarding the .aftermath of'theLong Island business, but 
merely a statement as to his prolonged silences, his apparant 
absence of adequate sense of orientation to civilian life, etc., etc 
It is my understanding that the Veteran's Bureau provides marvelous 
ears of the mal-adjusted of the post war period, discharged 
veterans, etc. Assuming it is possible to bring a mind baok into 
balanoe, how wonderful it would be if treatment under Government 
experts oou^d effeot such a thing. I have no doubt such a course 

and each probably has 
howevetf, the 


Friday, M a roh 31st, 1960 


Memorandum: 

. What an elegant message, penned on the 29th, on what an 
elegant piece of stationary, bearing the likeness of my 
favorite Rew England? Church at Old Lyme. Really, little 
Miss Lydia Lee is something. 

2 V. - r * ‘ * . 

I -am glad 'the "ooli 1 * came through safely and that the 
air mail, suggesting you-hold a red pencil in your hand, brandish¬ 
ing it madly, when wading through the manufoript of B. Chase 
of- Mantua. 

As for Grandpere's greeting, he did not 'pose for his likeness 
The little old magnolia on which he is standing I have left in 
its somewhat decrepit state merely because when I am returning 
from Arenbourg, good old Grandpa is usually whiting for me, and 
as I approach, he hops up on the twisted tfunk of the tree, 
stieking out his neck in hopes that I may give ■ him a couple 
of tugs at the ear. Usually he doesn't hop in vain And while 
Carolyn and Helen were taking pictures of the sun dial. 

Grandpa hopped up in his usual plaoe and he and I went through 
our aooustomed ritual without realizing until later that 
somehow or other we got in the way of Helenas' camera. 

An endless telephone message from la Holloman to say she 


had lust heard from the Pioayune and asking if she could come 
up*for dictation shortly. Mr. Ogden, the Editor of the Magazine 
Seotion, feels the story of the Black Swan merits an article 
all by itself which comes as a complete surprise, sinoe the pioayune 
is so notoriously frightened»of the fdrd color. But of course I 
am all in favor of expanding the material oovering the Greenfield 
lady, for as composed originally it was but a 6th part of 
a single article,- stemming from the D. A. R. survey, whioh had 
been pushed in rather quietly, with the realization that 

J robably even that little bit would be rejected. But now 
r. Ogden seems less color blind, and so we had better strike 
while the- iron is hot. I have no idea as yet when the ting 


some draw-baok about it. If by treatment, 
patipnt could be restored to normality, how marvelous it would 
be that a potentially good life might be saved; - and if it 
should turn put that, it is beyond saving, then better it is that 
the attention of the authorities be oalled to the situation, in 
order that such a heavy fcurden as the possibility of him breaking 
out into some violence, might be lifted. , 
rid Ha Beer oJ froqqo 6 so 3 aevs.. I 

And so sunshine, and shddow. inter-ply, but I hope yourxhz day 
has been aj.1 sunshine and ooens of it. Mine has, thanks to just one 
L. L. and how Good, is God to haVe created such a lovely lady 
with a lamp. i .evl. ^ r' 


• « 

»1 

»• 






beiov 
6 At 

e 
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portrait hare in my boudoir will be satisfactory, for it has 
already been photographed, and oame out rather nioely. Just 
for fun, 1 am going to try talcing a lilceness or two with the 
• new films'i n my own oamera one of these days, and see how it might 
turn out. 

As Mrs. Elizabeth Greenfield, as you know, onoe owned the 
property whereon is built the lovely little old mansion of Cherokee 
which Charles and Myrtle own, a photograph of that house might 
be used in conneotiion with the article, 1 should think, and 
some time between now and tomorrow, I shall think up another 
illustration that will be in'harmony. Anyway, I am glad the 
Picayune has broken a prece dent and decided to do an article 
devoted exclusively to a negi'o, - the first i n its history, I guess. It 
seems to be a step in the right direction, anyway. 

« In spite of Shreveport and St. Louis pilgrims today, 1 have 
been fairlybusy, spending most of my time at Arenbourg, as 
planned. With the asistanee of a couple of extra pair of 
strong arms, I got most of the magnolias, gardenias, pears and 
persimmons hoed, and a young forest of mulberry trees out down. 

The latter grow like weeds and I am forever having to use an 
axe on them. The wind has been high all day, and although 
from the South, it tended to keep the thermometer down in the 
60'8. According to my radio it is raining how in Shreveport, 
and the forecast is for rain generally in this area tonight and 
tomorrow with the temperature in the 86's. And so the 
elimination of the weeds about the Arebourg children, and the 
resulting opportunity for them to drink deeply from all impend¬ 
ing showers, f believe today's little birthday celebration ought 
to be a suooess that will somehow carry over for days ahead. 

You will like the enclosure from the Catholic, . Postell. 

It oame today in response to a note from me. I may have mentioned 
in an earlier note that he femarked that since the Chapel of 
St. Martin de Forres embraces both a statue of the Saint and 
a mural<of a negro baptisin', apparently the only oommon 
denominator was the coloring of the Saint and the figures in 
the mural, and that seemed insufficient to attempt tc> secure 
a harmony in the sanctuary. In my reply, I admitted that 
a single harmony ’did: exist in the statue and the painting, but 
only in coloring,' as he suggested, but I backed him up against 
the waiH by my next query: • But speaking of a prevadipg harmony, 
isn t there one you have* completely ofrgotten, —God. 

Hence the present Postell rejoinder.* 

Suoh a pleasant day altogether, thanks to your elegant 
air mail, thanks to all the happinesses in yesterday's post, and 
with With the promise of additional showers of blessings for Arenbourg. 
May I say thanks again to you for so many happy birthdays...... 

r. VB* n JS* rf«ea2 a •• f . aT*., or. ' I a,it 


3 a-; 


Sunday, April End, 1950. 


Memorandum; 


llD 


Marvelous weather, with Just the right little sprinkle 
on Friday night, followed by oloudiness on Saturday to give 
the arenbourg*the moisture for which they had been prepared. 

.. .Piigrjm business, however, isn't so satisfactory, for 

the balmy weather seems to have set all-the road runners in 

with ° ne drunken exception, the people have 
I !^ s frankl y ^red at the end of Saturday, and 
think I shall lock the front gate tomorrow until the end of the 
Easter holiday period has drawn off some of the meandering 
millions. 

From 12}30 until 3 p.m. on Saturday a couple of delightful 
people were here. 1 forget their name at the moment, although 
I have it somewhere or other. The man was with Life for 10 
years and could'tell me things about that organization of inter¬ 
est. i mentioned the "hitaker Chambers episode and he said 
everyone in -hioe publications reoognized that Chambers was 

2iI T J r v? llt v I er ? if i° bag “ d anyone wondered how Luce oould 
stand him, but stand him he did. 

^ a v T ? ey a ? k ® d m ® 1* 1 bad ever been in batches. They said tthey 
had had an interesting episode in the place that would make them 7 
remember it. They had gone to the Post °ffioe to get their 
mail, and while waiting at the General Delivery window, the 
Parcel Post window was handing out a big old sack of beans or 
Hitt P ! aS t0 ? rather elderly woman for whom the package seemed 
rather too cumbersome for her to manage readily. The man acoord- 
ingly proffered his assistance and the lady graciously accepted. 

He wasn t struok by any particular eleganee of her clothes and her 
oar was something one wouldn't look at twloe. On thanking him. 
the lady said that if he and his wife were to be in town for a day 
or two, she would be delighted to have them drop by her house. She 
hfj® h ® r n ??® address, whio}> meant nothing to them, and 
later that day thought they would look up her apartment or 

lsB *"• 01 oonrM - waa th * ia4 *> — 

, i‘he couple are doing a thing tentatively oalled "Literary 

fTndi What brought tham here was the hopes- of 

f« omet £ :1118 ab ®ut H arriet Beecher Stowe's opus', an early 

6 “° 4 


lady. 


na. rue cabins and the aimon Legree ootton stencil^ 

While the husband was shooting pictures, I chatted with the 
a 
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Monday, April 3rd, 1960 


s for their gesture of 
! the ladies to help in 

■ a he used, 

eard from the 
next door 
hem in 
ured with 
ball was 

had finally assembled all 
!8 next door neighbors, who 
aving played suoh an important 


the new material for thfr^WP MM 
dispatch, and cuffs properlKM 
a great suooesss, both .for 
hi8 paraphanalia, and parti^H 
experienoed a degree of satJHH 
part in the preparations. , ■ 

Ouriously enough durinJHB 
contriving a u hapel and seifl 
something. It was suoh a pl^H 
Madam Regard brought me the IMI 
lite to participate in some way, 


ih of 1960, Miss Sally heard I was 
d she would like to contribute 
it, graoeful gesture. Oeleste and 
ige and added that they, too, woul< 
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and retarding In a trice, presented the material on whioh the elder 
of the two ladies immediately set to work to run up a fine seam, 
and loi the lowells are now hung and mighty pretty they look, too. 

Beoause I kpow of, no one in ,this world so direetly opposite 
in kindness and generosity, 1 wanted Miss Lydia Lee of Lyme to hear 
of this. And what a lesson it presents to me, for now if I ever find 
a man starving on my doorstep, I shall know by example exaotly what 
to do; to wit, - assure him without his asking that I: want to 
make a substantial contribution to his efforts in securing 
nourishment, and in, proof thereof, offer him an empty plate and 
a fork, so he may be thus all provided fo;r by my kindness as soon 
as he secures something to eat. Don t you, think so..... - 

aeat, sunshine, high winds and drought, —oh, yes, and 
pilgrims. So turns this first Monday in April. The 
gentle rain of a couple of days ago started the grandiflora 
magnolias at Arenbourg to putting out new leaves, and * feel that 
wateir applied at suph a time to their feeding system induced 
considerable growth. And so py labors at Arenbourg today have been 
nothing but toating water, and what with the breezes having died down 
with the coming of dark, I think gorwing pains.should be felt 
all over Arenbourg betwguMgon and dawn. 

Ihe nicest pilgrim^^&iy were frp* Minnesota, a man and his wife 
possibly manufacture^ s^^^fciall farmers, without other-than - 
formal education but ob|^Hly good souls, flext to the sointillating 
suavity of the Edgar B.Hxn type, 1 like this bracket of pilgrim 
best, a hey _had never h^Kbf ^lrose fcefors, had never read a book 
about it but were never^Hess anxious to see what was to be* seen. 

On departing, the man to give me five dollars, both he and his 

that had meant most to them of any they 
ivilege to giye such people a glimpse 
probably never <juite 


Tuesday, April 4th,. 1960 


Memorandum 


had ever mads. L ord,, w 
into a 

believed um . » 


"Approved, 1868". 

And that doesn't 


P will keep an eye open for 

iwn as St. Veronioa's T«il, or 
whosa name eludes me. You 
Tying the cores to calvary, 
o wipe his face. Later 
1, after He had returned it to her 
ce remained on it. The 
vas is of linen and the portrait 
seen it in one sise only, about 


• And so I am inclined to think the name Walmsley doesn't mean 
much either, sinee he may have been merely an official who-' 
approved the map in 1868, and I have about concluded that this 
map-may represent the results of the. final decisions as 
effected by the Land Office under i*fin Walles, immediately 
following the purchase of Louisiana by the U. s. Government. 

perhaps your bright eyes and penetrating Judgement may discover 
some definite date that will establish the year in which these 
tracts and their owners were set down on paper. JSaturally I 


i such. ■ ! am, v^Ming if it comes in. a much 

;. I think eveflP^ly it might be nice for the Chapel 

u . asked me if X knew ^ranees Parkinson Keyes, whom 
lid she had sent him a book, arriving today, "All 
, a Har P«f publication. He said there was a pioture 
can House and the big house. He must have forgotten 
What I want to see is the written material to 
ble, where she got her particulars.... 
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Wednesday, April 5th, 1950 


j. mis map to do tne earnest extant ox U. 3 , maps 

of this region. What we shall probably never know is when 
the Yucoa-Arenbourg traots were originally granted and to whom, sinoe 
the original grants, apparantly to Marie Thtrese Coin-Coin Metoyer 
must have, already been broken up, possibly by her to allot 
portions of the same to her- several ehildren prior' to th# 

Louisiana P jrchase in 1803, Undoubtedly the‘original grant 
was from the Preneh Grown, oonfirmed by the Spanish Crown and 
divided to the several children so that when the U. 3. Government 
took over -Louisiana the Yucca,. Arenbourg and adjoining traots 
had already passed from the ownership of the mothef to the 
children, and so the Jederal Land Qffioe merely oonfirmed what 
in reality was an accomplished faot, and by this confirmation 
obviated any need for detailing previous owners, 

# ... *- ‘J ~ t ' ' ' v 

I suppose Augustin Metoyefs name appears »n a tract more or 
less across the river from Louis Metoyer, Qn the same side of 
the river with Augustin "etoyer was Suzanne Metoyerplantation, 
and it will be interesting to see if it is indicated. I am not 
sure if either State or Pederal Government In the early years 
of the 19th century admitted that women oould hold title to 
land, and therefore if Suzanne's name does not appear on a traot 
near Grandpere's, then it is undoubtedly because it may have had 
I? 8 listed under the name of a man, possibly Augustin or another 
of her brothers. Sinoe she. was the holder of mote slaves than 
any other woman in Louisiana, it would seem as though her traot 
should have been rather extensive. 

1 spilled a cup of coffee alone with M adam Regard this 
morning. Celeste being in town. *S}ie reported in confidence that 
the Knipmayers had told Mi ss Sai^Ly, of my Chapel, - they had asked 

be of-Celeste if it might ^ 

be true that x had a baptisin' picture on the wall. It seems 
the response floored both Madam Regard and Miss Sallv for 
Celeste instantly Jumped on M iss Sally saying she was unkind and 
generally out of order to criticise what I had Contrived in the 
religious field. I declare, this *“hapel business is a sight, 

+. +■ intend0d to mention the other day, regarding your report 
that there was another colored Satin, - Benidiot, the Moor,- or 
f id 1 mention :it already. Anyway at the ri8it of rQpeatixlg ny^j* 

as* v 


Memorandum 


'Torrents of sunshine but a cool breeze keeping the 
thermometer down to the upper 50* s, 

A couple of promises to receive people today impelled me 
to devote most of my time to Melrose with a view to spending 
pzactieally all day tomorrow at Arenbourg, having arranged 
for some assistance in the hoe-waving business on Thursday. 

The Madam used to laugh at me for trying to plot out a schedule 
24 hours in advance at Melrose, for she declared that no sooner 
were plans formulated than a dozen unknown things began to function 
to knock them into the middle of next week. I trust tomorrow 
may prove the exception to her rule. e . 

Too sleepy last night to read much, I did explore a brief 
biography on George Washington Carver of whom I knew nothing 
except the reports of people who had had oontaots with that 
remarkable scientist. I didn't know before, fpr example, that 
out of the red clay of Alabama he re-discovered the royal blue, 
lost for thousands of years, with whichathe Egyptians had tinted 
the tombs of their kings. The biographer remarked that while the 
peanut was the t ing which seemed 7 to capture the public's imagination 
so that people 7 often forgot that that lowly plant was but one 
of dozens of things to which this remarkable man set his hand, - 
and made life the better for having done so. 

The enclosure from Dora is striking, not only for its 
language but also, for example, because it mentions for the first 
time what he has been up to, or where he has been putting in his 
work-a-day life while in Oklahoma. Maturally I never made inquiry 
regarding this point but curiously enough, when people who had 
known him in Louisiana have aksed me what he was doing, I 
invaribly but vaguly siad I believed he was associated with the 
University of Oklahoma. 'His letter, of course, requires an immediate 
response and the 'burden of my observation will be that he who hangs 
on for one second longer in the situation in .which he finds himself 
Inevitably wins. 

Perhaps I mentioned a day or two ago I might stir .up an 
artiole for the Piaayune on certain private Chapels. The 
idea struck me as 1 penned the above paragraph that 1 should do one 
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on forgotten ohapela of the Cane River country, if I oan find some 
appropriate phrases and the right kind of photographs. I guess 


appropriate phrases and the right icind of photographs. I guess 
the article oould hang primarily on lie B rQ v 9 iia» s st. Augustin, 
since everybody, including Colliers, seems to have photogrphed 
the place, but nobody has appeared in print with the thing, so 
far as I know. Little old St. M ary' s-on-the-Bayou is so 
charmingly situated that it ought to make a good : pioture even 
though it is merely an oridnary colored Baptist Church. Then 
there is a Catholic Church in the neighborhood of Bayou ^atohez 
whioh on oooasion, it is -said, has a pioture that weeps tears or 
sheds blood or some suoh non-sense, and that ought to make 
oopy, for it is remote and comparatively unknown. Then there 
is St. Augustine's Baptist on Dittle River which is chiefly remarkable 
beoause the o^mmon field hands a few years ago demolished the larger 
St. Augustine s and rebuilt the same church with the same materials 
reducing the thing i by a quarter or a third, and the whole 
accomplished within a month or two. And for sheer achievement, that 
really beats anything I ever heard of in such a line, for common 
field hands are not famous as carpenters, and hotr they eomtiived 
this fete, and sawed the- stuff correotly so that it came out exactly 
as planned is something I shall never understand unless I merely 
oharge it off to a miraole Let's see, that gives us a couple of 
Catholic and a couple of Baptist Churches, and by putting in 
Miss Sally s private Chapel at Magnolia and our own little Blessed 
Martin outfit, I-guess we ought to have-filler enough for a oouple 
of pages in the ficayune. Doing the thing with Carolyn would 
be more to my liking but frankly that girl fades out of the pioture 
with such complete abandon, I think*I shall have my hands full if 
I try to achieve a photographic book with her, counting myself 
lucky if contacts oan be sufficiently maintained with that little 
will-o'-the-wisp to ever joint pictures and text together. 

• ‘ 0 -t 0 

As for the Picayune, or any other publication the reason for 
printing such an article, I suppose, would hinge oA the St. Augustin 
Qhauroh, with the other five units thrown in for amplitude. 

* ” ■" t ' 

I am hoping that if CaBolyn does stay for a couple"of days with 
a view to doing some stuff for the State Department, we can track 
down.a oouple of vanishing mules so that with them we can being to 
lay a frame work for the Emma story in piotures. This would a leave 
the Church business to la “olloman's oamera, and while she isn't 
muohof a photographer, still the shots might be sufficient for 
newwpaper stuff. In a way, I hope I don t sea the Holloman 
woman before Carolyn passes this way, for^arolyn might have some 
ideas for a quick artiole with some quiok but fairly good piotures. 
J 1 ** t" 0 8U0h unpredictable bage, it is difficult to guess 
ch0 *° e to it does seem to me there must be a story 

re ^8l°us thing that would have some appeal, if to none others 
than the Miss Sallys and the Madam Regards.. 
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Thursday, April 6th, 1950. 


Memorandum: 

• 

, Of course I did practically nothing I had planned 
for today, although both at Arenbourg and at Yucoa, I 
.did undertake the "cutting of a few pleoes of pie". 

Mrs. Hollpman telephoned this morning to ask if she 
might take dictation this afternoon. I agreed and felt like 
boxing her ears to boot when, upon her arrival, I discovered 
she had altered some material I had given over the 
. telephone the other day and forwarded the same to the Picayune 
without my approval. There wasn't anything espeieally global 
about the changes,, but I strenuously object to a person of 
her limited knowledge undertaking auch a move when it isn't 
necessary. I had given her Mrs. Greenfield's name as Elizabeth 
and the Klack as Elizabeth or, rather Eliza. She eliminated 
use of any first name for Mrs. Greenfield and substituted the 
name Elizabeth for Eliza for the slave. She never had been able 
in her research to find any first name for ^rs. Greenfield, 
she explained. I asked her where she thought the first name came 
from and in whose honor Elizabeth female*Academy was founded. 

She then broke down and confessed she had discovered that I 
had been mistaken about Elizabeth female Academy having been 
founded by Mrs. Elizabeth Greenfield, for after consulting oertain 
Methodists, - including her husband who is of the persuasion 
and aftern confirming the matter in some book or other, she * 
found that it wasn't Mrs. Greenfield, as I had diotated, who 
give the money for the establishment of the school but quite 
another person^ ..a Mrs. Roach. 

She seemed dumb-founded when I explained to her that 
Elizabeth, widow of Jesse.Greenfield, married Benjamin Roach but 
strange as it might seem, had retained her first name, Elizabeth, 
in spite of having married a second time. 

What a bag. . c to. 6 ' 

Well, there is no use wasting energy by elevating eyebrows 
■with suoh a pice of baggage but I did lay down the law that no 
more stuff was to go forward for publication without a final 
check being made following any changes she might see fit to 
contrive. 










From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS. #M~3889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
.PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


v 




■ r 

L ' A 


4167 


£- 


I gave her diotation from 1 to 3 and then sent her 
packing across the river, with instructions to get some data 
from the. priests about some clerical stuff i wanted, and told 
her not to come hack until she had heard from me. 

The artiole, as finally submitted, had been bounced in so many 
quilts that I could scarcely recognize much inherited qualities of 
its papa but perhaps the dishy qualities of its mama shining 
through will make it more popular if not possessed of some 
of the more stalwart qualities the fond parent had expected. 

The important thing, of course, is that if printed as is, and of 
all things in such a Southern newspaper as the Picayune, it will 
oause a flurry in the Gulf area, and what with the D. A. E.'s still 
coupled with the singer of color, ought to supply marvelous 
fireworks to make the Anderson-Congressional Hall episode when 
copies are sent to the. proper metropolitan columnist and magazines. 
Thanks to your timely suggestion, oopies of it will also be forwar- 
ed to publishers of such magazines as Our World and Ebony and 
should, I should imagine, lead to something in that quarter. 

Prom the enclosure from Hew Orleans., it would appear that 
something may be forth-coming concerning Joseph “ason, and I 
imagine almost anything might be whipped up for a Picayune 
Magazine Seotio n since, so far as I know, nobody has ever done 
anything atout him in t h 9 newspaper field. It seems odd,- 
come to think of it, that Stanley Arthur should be supply such 
material to me for such a purpose, and would probably seem odder to 
him if he suspected the ultimate destination. 0 f the data for whioh 
he has been asked. 

On the home front, the weather remains cool and dry with 
a weak sun slanting through thin clouds. Tomorrow will be 
the same but warmer according to the Weather-Bpreau, with 
a promise for showefs, - I hope, for Saturday This will give 
the Arenbourg children a nice drink and : tend to cut down the 
road-runners. 

Pat came home from H. S.U. this afternoon and his father 
and step mother will arrive sometime tonight. The General is 
scheduled for tomorrow night. J. H. told me Sister called last 
night and said she would pass this way en route to Alexandria 
on Pfiday morning* It is always good when she and J oe are here 
at the same time t they both have such luxiant perruques on which 
they can wear each other out. 

Saw Celeste for a moment this morning, just before Hr. Knip- 
mayer arrived, the first time in two or three days. She was madly 
dusting blinds on the gallery of the big house, having apparantly 
succeeded in wearing herself pretty well to a frazzle before the 
week end gets under way. Her several dusky assistants were oozing 
mirth and saying nothing....• 
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Priday, A pril 7th, 19601 


Memorandum: 

' Good Priday, and I find myself wondering how it got such 
an adjective, for it seems odd indeed that the day set aside for 
recalling Christ’s death should be styled "Good". 

It was a case of all hands to the pwmp for the waking 
hours today. Along about 9, the entire tribe of "enfcs 
blew in. They remained until Inner was half over, whereupon 
Sister and her husband flew out for Alexandria, leaving the 
children at Melrose, where they pioked tyem up, as I understand 
it, along about 4:30,or 6:00. 

V . 1 . . 

Sister was sober, and put me in Blind of what lyle used 
to say about Weeks Hall being,so much more disagreeable when 
on the water wagon. 

They sorafcbled all over the place, much more after the 
manner of ants the people, it seemed to me, and now that 
the ohildren are getting,into the 8 to 11 year old class, full 
"od energy and completely uncontrolled, their visit was as restful 
and devastating as a tornado. • 

I spent the entire afternoon at Arenbourg, and liked it. 

I had a couple of youths helping me and we accomplished much by way 
of discouraging weeds, cutting down young black loousts and similar 
embryo trees, and generally tidying up the place. 

I guess the persimmons don’t get much of an opportunity 
to grow naturally, I keep such a constant watch over them, 
naturally I am curious to see how the grafting is coming along, or 
more precisely, if the grafts are getting established, and from 
the swelling of new buds along the newly attached stems, it seems 
to me we have a pretty good, chance of having most if not all of them, 
"catch". 

I sent out a call at sun down for anybody who had vising the 
little old ‘■’atholie Ghuroh on Bayou Hatches, where the figure of 
a man is said to appear through ooat after coat of paint applied to 
the outside of the building. I got fully particulars from two 
or t:,ree angles, and so about convinced I may get a little paragraph 


> 


I 
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or two for the article on forgotten Cane River Chapels. Some 
of the negroes visiting the Church report seeing the manifestation 
which .is sai,d to grow in size the longer one contemplates it. 

Another set of observers report the bust of the man and his arms 
are strikingly apparent but that the head is more elusive. With 
5hese particulars to hand, and some additonal observations scheduled 
for the telling this week, end, 1 think there will be quite a 
nice voo-doo touch that may disturb the Catholic element a little 
but which ought to harmonize nicely with the superstition of 
the local natives in anything relating to religion, ghosts, etc. 

The enclosure from Ida Mazurette is heartening. I am 
so glad that, after all these years of being flat on his back, 

Charles has at long last consented to receive medical attention 

A note from a udolph indicates he will pass this way 
on Sunday evening. That will be soon enough, what with the 
number of ppople scheduled to be here for the week end. 

I took time out before sleep last night to dip into 
David Donal's Lincoln's.Herndon, or however the name 

is spelled, one ^rndon being A. Lincoln's law partner. It 
starts off as though it might be a good,hook, and as Carl 
Sandberg remarks in the *refaoe, it is rather remarkable that 
this exhaustive study has been effected by.one Donald whose 
parents ware Mississippi planters and therefore in a seotion never 
too famous for its enthusiasm for Abraham Linooln. 

? t tn& io 

I shall break off at this point, for the hour grows late, 
tfhile busy with mis-spelling ■“erndon, the General tapped at mv 
door, having just arrived from Baton Ron*®. v. 


Sunday, March 9th, 1960 


Memorandum 


A lovely Easter in -the Cane River country, and I am hoping 
the rumors of snow sifting down on the 6th Avenue parade are or 


Yesterday I brought an armful of Milks and Wine lilies from 


Arenbourg to graoe the statue of *good old “artin, and this morning 
when A went to Chapel, the air was heavy with their perfume. ‘The 
first“flush of dawn seeping through the stained glass was partioularly 
lovely, intensified, I guess, because three of the older negroes 
tapped on the gallery floor, to ask if they might sit for a little 
while in the sanctum soantorum. It somehow rounded out 'the 
human touch and made that early hour seem a little more significant. 

And, as the day progressed, I looked back to that early hour with 
greater satisfaction, for it represented about the only quiet moment 
of the day, although 1 did listen between 6 and 8 to broadcasts of servioee 
from Mont Royal Chapel at Montreal, the Colorado Garden of the Gods 
and the Hollywood Bowl and found the music of the former and latter excep¬ 
tionally fine. ’ , ' 

e ■ v ■ • iv 0 i, w .... 

Mrs. Rand came, bearing a bottle of wine to me in the morning, and 
inviting me to dine with them at the camp, but I declined, what with 
the family cirole here forged for breaking up immediately following 
a final gathering at the board at noon. 

« * • 

After speeding the parting guests and returning to *uooa, 
a tapping at my door announced Rudolph's arrival. We started to 
collapse momentarily when Dr. Rand arrived. A-drink, and he returned 
to the camp. 

Celeste, Madam Regard, Rudolph and I picked up ‘*rs. Rand and the 
doctor about 3, taking them to open house at Beaufort where 
among other guests were Dr. and M rB# Stafford. Dr. Stafford had been 
Dr. Rand's associate years before and had delivered all the Rand 
children. They live, in Baton Rouge and were enchanted to see their 
old friends again. This was the first time Rudolph had ever visited 
the home of "Uncle Raroissse", and that gave him particular pleasure, 
being acquainted with the Journal of the ?oung M a n of fashion. 
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on lor tea att at the Rand oamp. 

I found Mrs. Renaa RaSalle and son and a Mrs. Barter and a few 
f her 12 adflt otiildreii awaiting Me. I spote of Mrs Rand when 
learned “‘rs. Barker was an Alexandria resident, and the lady said 
Dr. Rand had delivered her 13 ohildren. What a day of delivery all 
around. : : 

I gave them a quick little tour, -‘rs. ■‘-aSalle asking if she 
mi ht oome haofc one' day shortly to discuss plans for the restoration of 
The Hermitage with me. She says she has satisfactory architects and 
engineers, but before proceeding any further, she would like to 
talk with me about several details, relationship of house to restored 
gardens in the offing, etc., etc. We set a tentative date for next 
week. .v OJ dosw * u: 

L Before I bounced this group over the front gate, another group of 
people, kin of Frances ri enry, appeared, and another tour. Before 
they lieft, Rudolph had returned from the Rands, and as soon as we 
were alone, I proposed getting out of our "Sunday clothes to relax 
in plantation garb. But at that Hornent Celeste arrived, asking if 
she might have a glass of wine with us. She might, and while we sipped, 
some negroes knocked on the others'ide of the house, asking if someone 
might telephone a message for them. One might. 

And so the day played out 'and after second dark came other 
Saster guests, breaking in on the conversation which we never did 
seem to carry to any point on any particular subject. 

„ ■ j . x © • >. • -o - • . - 

• Rudolph was in J atohez Thursday and Friday and Saturday, 

I beliefs. Re says *ary' Rambdin s Mistletoe is lovely and touched 
on a few details I think -‘ary must have omitted from her deoriptive 
letter of some months back.* For instance, he mentioned the lovely 
pond to the right of the house where floated a flock of Canadian 
gesetae among the fleur de 11 s, eto. I don t recall any mention 
of this pond before. 

Rudolph knoww some people fromerly from Dallas by’ the name 
of Miller who bought a colonial house in town, the onp time home of 
the buildet of Mgi r0 se (Mrs. Kelly's Melrose). It was from the gneral 
plan of this town house that the larger country mansion was laid out 
in the late 1840'e. ‘The town house is called Holly Hedges, and 
seems to be restored and furnished with taste, the furniture being 
more Direotoire than Viotorian, whioh is certain.more in keeping 
with the oolonial period that what usually finds in many of these 
earlier dwellings. o" 

But the hour runs late and Rudolph is simulating sleep in spile 
of my tapping, and 1 am not going to have.to simulate sleep in.about 
a minute. I hope your Raster, snow or no snow, held something of 
happiness and gobs of relaxation.' lour Raster bunnies were so nice 
to get my happy Raster under way.... 



Monday, april 10 th, 1950. 


Memorandum: 

The sky has been cloudy all day, the humidity high along 
with a breese from the Gulf, but no rain has fallen. It seems to 
.be a toss up if we shall get a shower or olearing skies before 
dawn. 

The unusual dryness, induoed by the reoent high winds, has 
impelled the plantation to slow up on it ootton planting, in 
hopes a bit of moisture may tumble down from on high to hasten 
germination with the planting of the larger stretches of 
cotton fields. , 

Rudolph got off just after dinner. We had a pleasant 
little chat this morning and at dinner, although I really didn't 
see so much of him.since his arrival, for what with the Beaufort 
interlude and subsequent pilgrims, and a couple of visitors, 
it was rather late when we folded up .our beards, and I have no 
idea if he kept awake long, for I fell asleep my head hit the 
pillow. 

t He said he sees.jiames Cunningham frequently and the latter often 
speaks o$ ooming to elrose. 1 asked him to discourage such aspiratior 
on *'ames part, for T instinotively felt he got into too many things 
and otherwise violated hospitality. Rudolph said, - and this 
was a mild surprise: 

"VJell, James went on the theory that nobody was here who would 
be likely to read the books he wanted, and so felt no qualms about 
lifting them from ^ueoa and -k elrose". 

. I knew someone had lifted some of iyles but had attributed 
the entire business to that friend of little Mi SS Alberta who 
passed this way last July It seems we do know some nioe people. 

In view of the .exceeding childishness of so many of the programs 
on the air, their endless Soap .Operas, Hill-Billy Bands, eto., the 
thought oocured to me the other day that some philanthropist 
could really confer a blessing on humanity if he would operate 
a sufficiently powerful Jboradoasting station to reach lots of people, 
giving primary thought to quality programs, which might not appeal 


to those possessed of the average 1U ydftV child's mind, but to 
gray matter a little further developed. I suppose it might have 
to operate at. a loss, and yet perhaps it might be like the 
Washington, ^iss., traot 1 tried to get John D 

it !x=ht l fB: g Moi he dl8daln84. 


<* t* 
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Tuesday, April 11th, 1950 


This afternoon Mrs, Hand, her sister, •'ulia, and B. Randolph 
came along about 3 o'clock or perhaps 4; and remained for an hour or 

so. od . 

Madam Band told me quite frankly that Sister had oome to 
her house last Friday and had asked her to oome up here and drag 
out aertain types of i«atvie Louisiana iris, and then send them to 
her by way of Frances ^and **aofc who is coming down this way from her 
Shreveport home later this week, 

I "told Mrs. Sand I thought Sister ought to have any flowers 
from ^elrose she wanted, and that as far as I was concerned, 

Mrs. Sand could always have anything she wanted for herself, including 
the big oak, if she felt so inclined, and that she didn t have to 
explain anything to anyone as to what disposition she made ^f her 
hauls. But, I hastened to add, the rest of the ^anrys didn t want 
Sister to ho hauling things out of here be cause she has hauled 
so much more than everybody's share during the past 30 years, and 
that x would say but definitely -So <to such a roundabout proposition. 

I pointed ,out that under normal circumstances the transfer oould be 
effooted easily enough without anyone being the wiser, but no 
sooner had we, - Madam Band and 1 accommodated the bag, she 
would hasten to Melrose and announce that Madam Band and I were 
despoiling, the garden behind everybody's back. For that is the 
way she invariably bites the hand that tri es to give her a hunk 
of meat. ■> - 

I explained to the ladies I had to go to Yucca, - we were in the 
front garden, - and that I would expeot-them to drop by when they 
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had.completed their stroll, I sent a gardener to them, fortified 
with rauoh big oardboard oartons, spades and wrapping paper for 
whatever they dug, I remained at iuooa until ^adam Rand appeared 
and aooomplished by my absenae precisely what seemed best for all 
concerned under the oirumstanoee. 


Wednesday, April 12th, 1950 


On the side of the servants, a embryo racket seems in the 
making, ^attie, the cook, with the voice of an outraged duck, 
apologized to me on Sunday morning, saying she was sorry her 
little boy had worried me f so, for n Sam Peaoe say you was complaining 
about my little boy makin' so much noise, banging your gate with the 
bell on it". 

Mobody likes Hattie's 7 or 8 year old child bjit so far as 
I knbw, he neve* rattled-the ’bell on giy gate in his life, I 
told her 1 didn t know anything about the business, since I had 
never heard of* the matter before, ^ater 1 learned that Sam Peace, who 
is M attie6 one time husband, - he figured in the Friends of Joe 
Gilmore, loathes Mattie's illegimate offspring with an incredible 
virulence because ^attie has taught her disagreeable brat to 
mock Sam in the rather peculiar way he has or rising on his toes with 
each step, and it is assumed Sam had a single desire in making up 
che tale, to get Mattie to keep the child at home and not be forever 
dragging him around her place of culinary.operations where Sam 
constantly bumps 7 into him. 


Memorandum; 

1945, and the Red River flood flowed by Melrose in the 
Cane River channel at its maximum height; Mr, Roosevelt died 
and the first grandiflora of the season unfolded its lovely 
waxen chalice. 

• • 

1960 and dry-dry; the Presedential health in apple pie 
order and the Melrose magnolias still in bud 

1945, as of M a y 8th, and the first'gardenia of the season 
blossomed and Hitler committed suiaide. • 

i960, April and the gardenias are beginning to show signs 
of embryo buds while the world fumbles around with the Atom. 
And just why I set down all this stuff, I haven't the vaguest 
notion. 


Another lovely day and thanks to'partial oloudiness, work 
out of doors swung along under ideal conditions Tonight 
the cloudiness seems a little more intense and I am hoping 
for a shower I don’t mind saying Arenbourg needs it, for it 
seems to me we scarcely'ever get more than we can manage. What 
is surprising that even the ootton planters oonoede that 
a little shower wouldn’t do any harm. 

I think the enclosure holds nothing of interst. It 
is from Brigham Young's grandson, 0. Young Cannon, but it 
may indicate that he is a oivilized person, and even if 
suoh.letters don t entertain, they somehow afford a measure 
of pleasure as an evidence of good souls scattered about the 
earth. 

Mrs. Combs telephoned today to say that one of her 
charges,*a colored youth, has just'been released from 
Reform School and at'the moment is unable to secure any 
employment, “avlng seen people giving me a hand at Arenbourg, 
she wondered If at the moment there would be any work 
there for him for a day or two, so that he might not find 
too much time hanging heavy on his hands immediately after 
his return to civilian circulation. What with soe muoh 
planting of ootton going on at the moment; 1 coula readily 
make use of a husky youth to corner some of the stretches where 
the new hedge is dying to get a head start of the surrounding 
weeds, and so 1 reokonthe youth will labor Friday and Saturday 
with me on that project, and in the coming week, the Welfare 


So stews the pot in that direction 
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Offloe hopes to locate something for the youth in town. 

It is pleasant that the needs of the three concerned coincided 
• so nbatly The only important thing about the whole business, 
however, is that the youth get started back on the right road, 
and weeds or no weeds, if that is accomplished, the concerted 
action in this initial step will have been ever so worth 
while . a... 

J?rom the telephone conversation, I gathered that the office 
felt that if the youth could present himself in town as having 
assisted in lawn cutting or weed pulling or whatever in some 
nearby employment, he might find a permanent niche more quickly 
in town. I hope, 

. 

Ora telep oned me today, merely to say that she hadn't 
forgotten me, but that the convention of librarians in <- 
Hew v rleans, - which was busy and withal pleasant, was 
followed on h&r return home by too many days in the 
hospital attending one of her sons who developed some alarming 
nasal difficulty. She said she found a pamphlet or book or 
some such on Versailles which she bought for me but which she 
was determined to delivery by true hand rather than by post. 

As we chatted, it struck me she could find something in the 
library for me, - if Quakers ever went in for divorces. I am 
under'the impression they did not believe in divorces, and if 
so, Mrs. ^olloman's change of the Black Swan text to make 
Mrs. Greenfield a Quaker, will be all the more hilarious. 

'And apropo of nothing at all, did * ever mention £ how 
amusing I found it ouce upon a time when Bernard Fay was 
reading us something in French, - something about Benjamin 
Franklin, 1 suppose, and how he pronounced Quaker as though 
it were a French word, and if you don t think it sounded funny, 
merely try±* saying Quaker in some simple sentee, all in 
French, such as She'is a Quaker, or some such. 

My Lincoln ^erndon'reading came to an abrupt halt last 
night when I discovered the "ibrary had failed to send me the 
final third of the volume. Accordingly 1 turndd to a rather 
inter sting volume, - "We Who Speak English". I don't know 
the author's name at the moment, but he seemfe to be quite 
a sane individual, whioh certainly is remarkable, since experts 
in language are so often inclined to be sd r^gid in 
their particular subject, and this man doesn t seem to be 
at all. His primary fule for pronunciation seems to be based 
primarily on what is pleasing to those with whom we are 
conversing, and siloh a liberal approach must make his 
theory anathema to many a school teacher up and down the land. 

Aside from Andre Mauroif, it seems Cornelia Otis Skinner 
once wrote a thing, also called Family Cirole,'and that volume 
appedrs on my holding shelf. * shall sample it shortly, and 
if the lady is half as entrancing with her pen as with her 
spoken word, it ought to be entertaining...., 


i 
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Thursday, April 13th, 1950. 


Memor andum: 

Hot the offer to make a hem.but the whole garment, - 

St. Veronica's Veil, reached me in this morning's post. I cannot 
' tell you how surprised I was, and how moved I felt by your 
lovely gift for the Ghapel It-is perfectly grand, and while it 
will strike a perfect note against the mud walls, and while others 
will like it for its sheer beauty and its appropriateness, I 
shall always love it because for me it will always represent a little 
hit of you. 

The surprise element but completely floored me for what with 
Time playing the tricks on all of us that it does, the calendar 
' _ would have pointed to not more than a week back, had I been asked to 
name the date on whioh I made inquiry about this item. I suppose 
it was the error that made the surprise so complete, since I 
never in a million years would have supposed my letter had more 

• than reaohed you by now, when Loj (to quote la Beaumont), here 

• arrived the fruits of your response to my inquiry. 

It’s going to be a while before I hang it, fox I want to try 
two or three different treatements in the framing. I may be able to 
find some old oypress boards at Arenbourg or some old cedar planks 
at *ucoa, rough and unpainted, and somehow I may contrive these into 
some sort of a frame. If this works out to my liking, I shall then 
give the picture, - - but of course not the frame, a coat of shellac to 
preserve it from the humidity. There isn't the slightest question 
in my mind that your gift is going to be the dominant note and the 
most striking element in an atmosphere which is going to make 
a profound impression on everyone, and particularly, to quote Will 
Percy, on the only two elements of the population that matter, - 
the negroes and the artstBorata. 

I cannot tell you how enchanted I am with this splendid item, 
and several clusters of oak leaves should be draped about your crown 
for having so marvelously con rived suoh a gift that will mean 
everything to the Ghapel while automatically its presence in the Chapel 
will automatically convert the same into a speoial oratory just for me, 
what with the presence that will forevdr stand forth whenever I am 
in this talisman of youra. ,. 

And your letter came in today's post, too, your Easter letter, 
which Is one of the lovliest anyone could have written. I have so 
many things to thank you for, what with all the particulars you included. 

Hext best to seeing the Viennese collection at the Metropolitan 
with you was accompanying you on the delightful tour your pen afforded. 

I don t reoall ever having seen a salt cellar of Cellini's, although 
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I have read of them, and-it seems to me tye has something to say about 
one or more in his autobiography I don t reoall ever having seen 
a reporduotion of the Clouet of Charles IX, although, if it be etched ' 
rather than painted^ it does seem to me I recall 0 ne he did both 
of Charles IX and his bride,Mary Stuart, the famous Soottish Queen 
whom the world never seems to remember as having first been Queen of 
France. 


Memorandum: 


Friday, the 14th, 1950. 


As for the cradle of L'Aiglon yotl mention as being in the same 
exhibition, could this be 'the* one, possibly in mahogny with a 
bronze .or possibly wooden figure of Fame or Glory or some such, 
standing at the head of the cradle and from whose uplifted arm the 
oanopy of the oradle was susended. ^t seems to me * have seen 
sketches of this, but it is a little hazy. 

I am glad you were able to dine with your girl friend on faster. 
For both of you, the turkey was twice as good, being able to attack 
it jointly I am hoping the freedom from having to prepare a banquet 
ip your own menage gave you an opportunity to dip into a heap of 
other things which otherwise might have had to go unfiddled with had 
you been confronted with half of South America ofcamoring at your’own 
board. . 


a ow nice that you had an. opportunity to dip into a scrapbook. 

1 wish had taken time to turn through it before it went forward, for 
then l might*have been able to say what house one of my inimitable skethes 
passed itself off for being. If Elizabeth Brandon Stanton's corres¬ 
pondence appeared in- the book, it is possible a sketch of Windy Hll ^bxioi 
Bay have been in the volume, - or any one of a hundred other houses. 

1 he windy ill anor House was more or less in two parts, - the 
earlier section-being in the rear 0 t the newer seotiofa, the two 
units being united formerly by a dining room-gallery attached to 
the front of the Osman section and the rear"of the Stnaton part The 
Stanton lfront; section made up of front gallery, hall with stairs 
in the middle, drawing rooms on eaoh side, with flankers beyond the 
drawing rooms. One endered the dining room by going straight throuw 
the central hall, from front'to back, and this i 0 ng oblong room 

ran the entire length of the Stanton (front) section of the house. 

• 


I smiled at y<pur aocount of the fortunate encounter with the 
census taker. Isn t it odd why some people are so violently opposed 
to suoh a measure,'‘and particularly as the data compiled is of such 
inestimable value both for the present an u ntold generations to come. 


From £he enclosure, 0 ne gathers that Friend Postell has had quite 
enough of rs. -Holloman Don Worsley rounded up the papers, - Metover 
etc., as mentioned in connection with the recent L # S. u list I ’ 
shall not mention them to ^enthusiasm lut she wouldn't know how to 
interpret them, .even -though she should stumble over them. Surely 
she And little ^iss Alberta were made for each other mentally and 

L 8 ? W a T°J ?! ea0 5 ?! thera S eUin S all the pleasure they can find 
in their mutual helter-skelter conversations. But I must break off 

and « happy haa bap„ my day, thanha to you and all your Undnaas to ma. 








Another grand day, thanks to God and to you. 

Your letter to hand in this morning's post and I am tremendously 
indebted to you for all the information therein contained, and most 
especially as to your own good self. 

f * « 

The data covering Joseph ^ason sounds marvelous. On the strength 
of some of the points you touched on, I made a couple of notes 
at the top of a page, after which I wrote a letter to Mrs. Holloman 
regading the same. On second t ought, however, I think 1 shall 
not mail the letter, but shall await her next visit when I can pour 
forth the stuff which by then will have been fairly well formulated in 
my head, *fter all, if I dictate the stuff rather than passing along 
notes for her to get dizzy about, I ; shall have at least saved some 
time and possibly a few hopeless snarls. If I haven't already destroyed 
the letter, I shall attach the same herewith, feeling you may find 
interest in a couple of the points I suggest be covered in the article. 
It is possible the parallel between intrinsic value as they compare 
with artistic ones may be a little far fetched in the example of 
Louis XIV raeifcfc melting down the marvelous wroght royal plate 
with a view to reducing it to silver. As it is possible I may have 
a response from you prior to my first opportunity to dictate the article 
to la Holloman, I shall appreciate your own reaction as to whether this 
example is too far fetched or not. 


An inter uption, as between this paragraph and the one above, 

,to satisfy the need of a stalwart youth who, being unable to 
write, passed this way t;o asl; me to assist him in penning a love 
note. As so oftqn in the past, I find myself regretting I did not 
make a carbon copy. His dictation was unfaltering and delivered 
such a reduced speed as to suggest he was oohversant with the time 
element involved in taking down the spoken word. He 
termination by a slight wave of the hand, and the presence of a new 
naragraph by a double wave of the hand. l3ut what was really astonishing 
about; 1 the rather long epistle was the blank verse ^hich most of it 
was dictated, while two paragraphs were in perfeot meter and rhymed, I 
believe, without,the writer ever sensing it. Suoh manifestations are 
exceedingly rare, of oourse, but they have happened two or ^ re ° 
times over a span of years and I am always as amazed at such manifests 






i . .. a a. i_ 


If tonight's somewhat elaborate weather report is to be accepted as 
correct, it is almost as surprising in another way as is the poetical 
giftS"Of the yoifth cited above. The Weather Beurea asserted the 
high for that city today was 65 and Alexandria 66. What with Melrose 
in between and registering a 76 during the afternoon, I oan't seem to 
make su 0 h .ense out of suoh 


A. ra.- a 
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"He (Josephs Mason) now draww flowers better than any man 
probably in America." 

from a letter of James J. Audubon to his wife, 

Luay Audubon, 
and further, 

"in another letter, Auduton said, after having heard of the death 
of Joseph’s father: "On that aooount, I am more attached to him..... 
• talent for painting is fine, his company is quite 

indispen8ible", ,1 

In another letter, he says after having heard of the death 
of Joseph's father, "on that account, I am more attached to him. 


My seoond secretary brought me a clipping from the Natchitoches 
Times which I should have included herewith had he not inadvertently 
put it‘back, in his pocket. I shall see him on the morrow, I hope, 
and if not, try to secure another clipping for your delectation. 

It is a brief account of a report made by Athenese de Meziere 
to Governor Ungaza, - if my memory serves, and the spelling of 
that name makes me think my memory doesn't serve. The article 
states that in i?76 there were about 500-whites and 400 blacks 
in Natchitoches, - meaning the Natchitoches country, I assume. 

There were also about,50 male and female Indian slaves, - an 
interesting note, don t you think, since we seldom think of the 
Indians as being slaves. There was also an account of the 
exports, I take it for the ^ear 1776, and although this is 
from a newspaper, always subject to error, I believe my memory 
so far as the figures go, is correct; to wit 

1,000 horses, „ which seems like a heap. 


100 mules 


30,000 packages of tobaooo. , (probably the ±x staple at the time) 

9 quintals of indigo. ( ‘haven’t the vaguest notion what a 

quintal May be, and have no one to consult a dictionary.) 

36,000 deer skins. And I shudder to think of the slaughter. 

5,000 pots of bear oil. (And I’d like to know how big were the 
average size pots. 

The most striking feature of this lest, of couse, is the 
commodity which does not appear, —cotton, I believe cotton 
didn't really get to going in Natchitoches Parish until along 
about 1800, —it seems to me I have heard the date 1804 given, but 
that may be merely the first record of its presence. Still, this 
early 1800 date is near enough, for, as you know, the Mississippi 
remained true to indigo, Tobaooo and Sugar, the latter ,in 
small driblets, until the traveler in Mississippi brought neww 
of the invention of the cotton gin and old Daniel Clark's slave black- 

the region fanning 


April 14th, 1950 


Dear Miss, 

The above are a couple of quotations which..we may find convenient 
to use in the article about Joseph Mason. 

I am digging for some rather elaborate material, both in the 
-New orle'ans and N e w York areas, and have no doubt we shall 
have adequate data within a few days to contrive an article 
with dispatoh. I am under the impression a single sitting might 
enable the frame worfc t to bs well s^t up, and only a.seoond 
sitting to polish off 'the connecting material which appears to be 
abundant. 

You will reoall that the author of Audubon's America, in referr¬ 
ing to the rift that developed between Audubon and ^ason that 
to that author's way of thinking, Audubon was probably wrong and 
Mason was probably right in .whatever the controversy was about. 

I have no explored any Ohio Historical Sooiety, although I 
should imagine, if we need additional particulars, we might well 
find such in the Cincinnati Historical Society's records, for 
I Relieve the Mason family lived there and therefore that Society 
would undoubtedly be more conversant with the history of the Masons 
than any other. 


smith, oontrived the first 0 ae aver to operate in 
out from the Guld.<-• 

I have no doubt that Marie Therese Coin-Coin in the 1776 period 
must have been taking pot shots at bears, so to speak, and 
banging off deer from the gallery of iucoa, for such quantities 
of these animals would suggest they must have been all over the 
place. N 0 wonder the wooden bars, still intact, closed off entry 
of bears and panthers at all windows. But I suppose much of 
the exporid material may also have been timber or barrel staves, 
for the islands of the .Vest Indies, then without wood, and needing the 
barrels for exportation of molasses to Nurope. forgive this 
endless speculation about old days at x ucca, but I shall probably 
return to.it regardless from time to time.. 
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In the Audubon's America book, you mayreoall that a number 
pf the plates for which Mason did the backgrounds are enumerated 
by number. Perhaps we oan use some of these for illustrations, 

I think we should play down ^udubon and play up. Hason, One 
point to stress, it seems to me, is the faot that it was 
Mason's artistry that, made popular the more scientific 
ornithological pencil work of Audubon, Audubon's ferid drawings are 
gems, much of whose popularity depends upon the magnifieient 
setting as conceived and exeouted by Mason* . 

Once during the wars of the Spanish Succession, the French 
treasury was completely exhausted and thus pushed to an extreme, 

Louis XIV ordered all the roayl plated melted down and the silver 
converted into ourrenoy. Accordingly knives, forks, platter and eve; 
the great silver tubs of the giant orange trees of Versailles were 
oast into the furnace. But this treasure of inestimable value 
depended less upon its pure silver than the exquisite artistry of 
its workmanship, so that civilization lost a king's ransom 
in preoious moveables while the Government gained scant if any advantag* 
through its heroic conversion of its art objects into a few measely 
bars of silver. 

Unquestionably if stipped of their Mason settings, Audubon's 
birds of the Mississippi Valey would still be interesting, but 
at the same time it must be oonoeded that it is the coupling 
of the 'Mason artistio treatment of flowers and leaves that gives 
these plates their popular appeal and their artistio triumph. 

It is^with such’, thoughts in mind that I think we should approach 
the skqtoh of the forgotten oareer of Joseph Mason, We should 
strive to detract from neither, but rather to cite them as another 
one of those remarkable combinations of history, wherein the 
gifts of one individual so perfectly supplements the attributes of 
another, as in mechanics, for example, the case of -the Wright 
brothers, In literature, Beaumont and Fletcher or Boswell and 
Johnson, . J 

But these and other details we shall examine when next you 
p^ss this way, - 

1 SOM* one . . 

v I trust your week end .over the Easter holidays in J*ew C r i ean8 
was pleasant and that by now Mr, Holloman has completely recovered 
from his recent indisposition, 

• trc •'vi.n , .ieloo- . ai* ' . oirio "« * bo role. :o on ow.n 

With jBtneat regards to you both-, believe- me - . 

:ol 8 b too or ioo- isofroi ~ - eaJ til rfoi/3 bait 

r - sincerely, '• - 

, z c. OiiC 1;. ,‘-.aar-v..oo :■ m. oa ;Iboi. jol...- .oJ-■ • 

franco is- mignon. 


in the Southern Historical Collection, 
REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
E PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


4184 


Sunday, April 16th, 1950* 


Memorandum; 

A busy week end but withal ever so pleasant,-with the 
' thermometer on the oool side and the pilgrims few in number but 

• excellent in quality, 

* 

I had hoped to get out a raft of correspondence this morning 
but other 'things and people intervened, and so tonight I shall 
have a go at a dozen or so, but not until we have had a little 
chat, * 

It will be a pleasure to write Madam Maroo, ignoring her 
depressed state of mind to the extent of. not mentioning it, naturally. 
And to Carolyn I shall ask her to bring the lady she mentions at 
another time. If she oan fly down from St. Louis for a week end at 
Melrose, she oan fly down from Washington or where ever she may be 
located fbr a later go-round. Assuming that Helen plans to come at 
the same time Carolyn does, it will be a case of "Two's oompany, 
throe's a orotod", and while I oan "eat two and sleep two", three 

* isn t to be t ought of at the moment. 

And then there is the letter from Sister which will hand you a 
laugh, —she and her plans for a Jaunt to Manhattan. I shall 
respond in a vague strain saying the last I heard from you the 
matter of a European trip*(I wont mention Agatha's name) was 
mentioned, and as soon as I learn more particulars as to when 
you will return, I shall advise her. You may be sure I shall 
not touch on that point again until after she herself has returned 
to Louisiana But in writing this, it oocurs to me you really 
mi, ht be curio'us to see the bag, and if so, Just let me know, or 
better still write her direct* . *rs. J£. K Wenfc, 936 Ontario Street, 
Shrevepoert, Louisiana, Frankly, I oan't imagine muoh pleasure, save 
that of actually seeing the phenomenon,-'but I leave it up to you. 
Personally, if I dwelt alone in an igloo on the south Pole and 
there was an opportunity to seeing one single human being and 
she was it, I should block off the front entrance with a oake of 
ice, but perhaps that only goes to show how disagreeable I am. In 
any event, I shall indioate in my response to her that a European 
trip is the big thing at the moment, and she oan guess as best she 
oan if it is already in progress or is something scheduled As for 
May, 

• *■ 1 * , x . I •l_ A. J.'• 3 *J — »• * ' * W 

A letter from fiobina indicates she gets her new odr on Monday, 
and may get down this way sometime next month, possibly while Mi 88 
Alberta is here. She planned to go to the Blue Ponnet festival at 










\ 
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Monday, April 17th, 1950. 


Meraroandum: 

f 

A nice fat envelope in today's post, and thanks a "billion 
for your grand letter together with the remarkably clear 
photostats. ’ * 

I didn't get around to explore the maps until after lamp light, 
and so I have arranged : to have my secretary to pass this way 
in the dawn's early light of the morrow, when we shall further 
go up and down the land claims together. • 

I am impressed by your suggestion regarding the possible 
relationship, as between August and Augustine, and I shouldn't be 
at all surprised it they may have been thi twins, the latter 
sometimes referred to as Suzanne, Suzette or just plain old 
Tante Zette. If Mrs. Holloman will only make up her mind and 
get the photostat or transoript of the Baptismal Heoord, already 
paid for long sinoe, that document may throw some light on the 
matter, although sinoe the extant dooumdnt was rigged up from 
the early reoordsxlxxm in the late 1800’s from the pre 1800 
Register, subsequently destroyed, it is quite possible that merely 
Augustin and Suzanne may have been entered at"the later time, since 
these two names may well have been firmly established in the publio 
mind a hundred years after their birthi as a convenience in making 
a sharp line of difference when referring to them. 

Prom my preliminary glance at the map, I would gather 
that Arenbourg's first division line must have fallen just inside 
either the Metoyer or the Roubiaux properties. This is the 
first time anyone around here ever realized that Mrs. Joseph Henry's 
father owned property in this section, so feu: South of Bermuda where 
in 1818 he built his residence on his Reform Plantation and where 
the house still stands. Curiously enough, there is a curiously 
narrow strip, about 20 feet wide along the Northern line of 
Arenbourg and which is more or less being planted on my part as 
a part of Arenbourg. This is a thin slice of land which J. H. 
acquired by gift from his father about 35 years ago, 
and lies between Arenbourg proper, once Metoyer property, and 
Alfred Llorenz lands to the Uorth, old Emanuel Llorens having 
been an ante bellum Spanish tailor who came to this Spanish 
colony to dress the King's troops, and ended up by marrying one 
of the mulatto heiresses.' Seomday I shall R. B. to run baok the 
title on this narrow strip, and I shouldn't be feurprised if it 
turned out to be a sliver from old Pranobis Roubiaux' original 
grant. 



Marlin, Texas, this week.end, so I expect we shall have a report 
covering Dr. Miller shortly. 

I saw the rands three times today, Ed coming to s 
a little chat this morning and to invite ifie for dinner 
the latter, 
her family. 

to chat with Hr. i _ ___ _ 

Baok home I had a couple of lawyers from Shreveport, 
a tour, and as it was concluding, we met Mrs. Rand 
Prances Rand Jack of Shreveport, and ““rs. Randolph, 
out they were acquainted with the pilgrims, 
opportunity for a pleasant exi ' 
me what she was pleased to style 
investigation, " 

sprinkling of little’onions through it 
marvelous meat sauce 


I declined 

having accepted Celeste’s invitation to dine with 
I dropped by the oamp around 2 o'clock, however, 

.Rand for a bit until the Gordon Randlphs came. 

praying for 
, her daughter, 
and it turned 
thus giving them an 

change of amenities. M rs . Rand bourhgt 
yie "my supper". Prom a preliminary 
it appears to be a mountain of spagetti with a 

all contrived in some 

uicx.wj.vmo ai.av vcxixvo, and under a blanket of grated cheese* 
an equally staggering portion of potatoe salde which a sampling 
indicated to be out of this world. Adding some slabs of 
ham and of turkey, a flock of green and ripe olives, a round of 
three kinds of muffins and a quart jar-of custard, and you have 
a general idea as to what I have confronting me, if an when I get 
hungry before I am through galloping up and down this keyboard. It is 
to be hoped that some lucky wayfarers, late heading home for 
Little River or so such, may pass along the far side of the bamboo, 
and seeing my light, hazard the hope that something to sustain them 
on their journey may be waiting for them at this end “of the "hite 
Garden. 

If i am unable to get the clipping about exports from this 
area in 1776, as mentioned in yesterday's memo., I shall at least 
be able to get a transoript which I shall send along eventually, thinking 
you might wish to paste it in one of your scrapbooks. I think I 
shall paste one i n my Yucca volume, for somehow, .as I think of it, 
the pictures brought up in the mind by that list, the astonishing 
abundance of animals gives a spaoial tone to any picture of Yucca 
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By telephone I jotted down the data, as covered by the enclosed 
list, covering points revealed by the 1776 census. * Judged 
the spacing poorly when I had it read back to me, so it doesn t go 
on a single side of the page, but, if you want it for your 
sorapbook, you will perhaps be able to transcribe it in a more 
compact manner for pasting. Within a day or two, I shall 
arrange the data from my notes, and tack the paper in better 
grouping, on the inside of the shutter that protects the wooden bars 
in my boudoir window, giving on the front gallery. Architects and 
historians in particular, are always interested in the presence of these 
bars, and this notation, detailing the number of deer and bears 
rounded up in 1776, may more clearly suggest why, -in Tie* of 
the enormous numbers of animals, including the panthers, tnese 
openings were protected as they were, for Yucoa must have been 
years old in 1776, and, as you will eventually note in the Chase 
diary, pathers were still a problem in this section in the 
1860's when Yucoa as‘about a century old. 

I y^v 

1 am enchanted to report an error on my part in my prediction 
we probably would not have rain last night. A little after 
midnight a'gentle drizzle set in and perhaps almost an inch of 
rain came drifting down from on high. We really needed i\ and 
what with things at Arenbourg having lately been‘provided with 
nice'loose earth about their feet, I think they drank deeply for the 
balance of the night. A thick cloud coverage kept the sun from 
shing today, and there seems to be about the same promise of 
rain for tonight. Of course the cotton planters, after one 
initial splash, fl re hoping for clear skies and high-temperatures, but 
•if it rains again 0 n our side of the fenee tonight, the abundance 
will not be too great, now that growth seems to be poised for its 

gretest effort of the'year. 

• ■ ^ u 

Before 1 had finished my stint in tossing off a dozen 
letters last night, I had the good luck to have a couple of 
volonteers to assit me in disposing of largess from the Band larder. 
There was one'item, a bouncing aspergus and avacado salde, 
which my helpers disdained as "white folks' food", and I am 
sure they were perfectly right* for I found it delectable, and 
was doubly enohanted to concentrate on it, since without anyone 
being deprived of a fair share of the-entire repast, 1 got the 
lion's share of this particular item. 

- • I heartily approved Lloyd's "We Who Speak ■‘"nglish" chapter wherein 

he expresses approval of the Southern phrase "you all"* a position 
that undoubtedly must slay the more g± tight-lacedlexicographers. 

Lloyd declares, and I agree, "you all" is employed both as a 

courtesy and for olarity's sake "How are you all" and 

"Sam, you do this or that,• andJohn, Henry and August, you all do the 

other thing"; Lloyd says what confuses non-Southerners is the way 

in whioh Jack Benny, Eddie Cantor-, etc., employ it exclusively as 

a singular rather than a plural form. And so Goodnight to 

you alone from all us-es.•••••••• 


<n> 


Tuesday, April 18th, I960; 


Memorandum: • 


It was only in the dawns early light that I realized th« 
marveious artistry of the splendid map's reaching pe ln yesterday's 

stats but the handiwork of my lady of the Lamp. y P t0 " 

J^°?* 8n ° U § h iP ak - lQaf clust0 rs have been asseumbled taking all 

rsS”; : S^ar- 

v r , remarkable you are, how wonderfully kind you are how 

bri e btly must shine the uncounted stars in your crown for v- 

80 muoh light, 80 muoj. understanding, bo mu?h aMeotiiiion 

fiussian oomposers'of thi”»th 8 Mdtury Pa and 1 his' > in"alSliable 0 frlend SI to t h 

own exis .enoe, aere nJTSi£ illy «’t£f "»hld he my 

path,, thanks to your untiring devotion and sflfieeenese inJ generosity.. 
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oould readily determine all the finer points of regional land olaims. 
so muoji that wtaoloudy before has now become so clear. I shall 
speak in detail of many of these points later. At the moment, my soul 
is so oonsummed with gratitude and admiration that I s hall forego 
mention of technical details for another sitting. 

Yesterday's clouds gave way to pure blue and gold today 
This afternoon I oould hear the tractors going full tilt beyond the 
bamboo hedge, getting the cotton planted in the fields sufficiently 
damp to insure immediate germination. 

f 5l rly busy day » what with doin SS Arenbourg tis mroning, 
im8 th i s ^ aftarnoon » and, —and quite unexpectedly, ..Sister and the 
children and Dan Henry and Nina Molnnesss at post-supper time. Dan has 

? e . in ^ he h ° s L ital Shreveport for a few days, _ a hemmeroides operatioi 
I belieye, and Sister brought him to Melrose tonight, and Nina kindly 
drove his car down for him. Sister seemed to be pretty high, and asked 
me to make a round at the big house to see how Dan is doing at 2 a.m. 

J. H., for whom Tuesday night is soarosant for gambling in town, sent 

like 1948 SeTVant to ask me to make a roxmd » to °. It all seems so much 

■ 

^ rt mv/ in !v, 0ame t0 ? eeni me at Yucca f0 * a few moments before sun¬ 

down. She wants to return when little Miss Alberta comes to paint. 

tn 'ft maoh 8 V BUa l• and 1 am Slad to have had, an opportunity 
I f0r a f9W moments « She seera s to think I ought to have 

a Viotrola of my own, —an interesting idea, and threatens to send me hers 

1 pU ? J ootdo »a on that suggestion, but mightily although I did 
k J ndne v S t She point0d out that her leias property was 
me yi ^fthoffh iflr 0 ?’ soraehow tat didn't seem to out muoh ice with 

?!» V pU } 8 ! was oer tainly of the kindness. She and Bister and 

I^o^^thav Shrefeport along about 8 or 9 o'clock tonight.. 

makS saf 0 ly» although I should have been happier for Nina's 
sake £ad a more sober driver been at the wheel than Sister. 

Between Arenbourg and'pilgrims today, I rounded up some lovelv old 

^r d v::™i: re j eate ? pioka ^ whi ° h i f or p the“risiS 0 ? 

f *1 P° rtradt 01 Christ. I meant to ask, ever so far baok 

artist K £ n ? W f? yt 5 i J g about thQ biography of Gabriel Max, the * 

artist who did that lovliewtst of portraits. X ako jransacfced the African 

and 8 ?hoBfl ? u J oa i° fi ° d sorae old ha2ld made square headed iron nails, 
the nS?t?a?t f Sit* ? 0t 0nly the 8 8maller 01108 required for framing 
evIrS^EJi** J ° ne huge one whioh 1 sha11 dEive into the 

of P an old h?t^? Ve m ? d W ! 11S t0 su 8 P 0nd the Portrait from, by means 

f an old. bit of rusty wire form a forgotten bale of hay which I have 
been treasuring, - the wire not the hay, for ever so lXg.. 

And so tings turn at this bend of the river, a bend never so beautiful 
and then P m"ohin° to lrenboS^ 0 a serthn^ I 1 ?n y ?eality!!!. i . d handiWOrk ’ 


Wednesday, April 19th, 1950. 


Memorandum: 


• I have already discounted the faot that any new piece of 
furniture or an new note of deoors appears ever so prominent 
when first installed. And yet, in spite of the generous discounting 
I am convinced that your contribution to the Chapel dominates 
the entire sanotuary. 

I assembled the ancient pickets from a crumbling fe,noe, re¬ 
enforcing my materials with some elegant ancient square headed hand 
made nails, and what with a bit of sawing and hammering, I had con¬ 
trived a frame, the lte of which has probably never been seen on land 
ot see until this 19th day of April in the present year of Grace. 

The wood is weather-beaten with ah occasional fleck of gray-white - 
a forgotten trace of white paint applied a half a century or so ago. 

I avoided any attempt at making the corners meet, but rather 
intentionally extended the pioket point two or three inches beyond 
'What would othwise been’the corners of.an oblong, one pioket point 
protruding at eaoh corner. With just a little imagination, one 
might hazard the remark that the whole thing had.an alarming 
suggestion of a crooked cross, but since everyone is trying to 
forget the swastika, •* am not bringing that point up, I didn't 


drive the nails completely into the wood, but left from a quarter to 
half an inch above the surfaoe of the wood. The pioture itself 
when thus enoased, has all the white border eliminated, with ohiy the 
narrow blaok strip outlining the Veil, After searching more 
beams in the ^frioan House, I found one more .old ^square headed nail, 
and that I drove into the cypress beam forming the t South cornice o 
of the Chapel, and from it I suspended an old rusty strang of hay wire 
to which the pioture is hung against the mud wall, and more or less 
midway between to upright oypress beams enoased in the mud. 

The exquisite quality of the painting, already striking 
beoause of the extreme simplicity of its own background of the 
Veil, seems soraehow doubly enbanoed by the ruggedness of the frame 
and I must say the pioture so completely dominates the Ghapel that" 
the stained glass, statue and the great Gross. all r seem to fade into 
nothingness as one steps into the oiatory 'and is'struck by the 
spelndid spirit this oseation radiates. 

If my "No" to Carolyn doesn't deter her visit and Helen's, I 
shall have them take some flash-light pictures of the place, for 
I am impatient to rush off a pioture of your triump in making the 
Ghapel but a complete suoaesB. 
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It didn t rain 2 cents worth today, "but threatening clouds 
prevented me from doing much in the farther reaohes of the 
neighborhood. But I did get in a few licks at Arenbourg early 
this morning. The grandiflora magnolias are certainly putting 
out new leaves, and I am hoping some new growth, too. 

The more I have thought of something that happened at supper 
last night, the funnier and the more tragic it seems to me. 

Sister was no higher than usual, and her strident tone and 
erratic speech, forever revealing her laok of balance, somehow more 
or less conoeals from me at least when She is beginning to get a 
pretty good edge on. In the midst Of supper, the children withdrew, 
and the little girl was fiddling around' at one thing or another, when 
suddenly, following rauchotalk, addressed to the table on her mother's 
part, the little girl began skipping about, saying in a sing-song 
gaiety: 

"Tee-hee, ha-ha, ho-ho, mama's drunk again, Tee-hee, ha-ha, 
ho-ho, —mama's drunk again," 

Both Kina and I elevated an eyebrow in each other’s direction, 
but no one else seemed to think much about what was issuing from 
the children's department. And then, in the midst of things. Sister 
yelled at hex daughter; 


and go 


"Gammie, bring me that whiskey bottle over 
o tell **attie I want some more ooke," 


there on the sideboard 


And so the ohild delivered the whiskey bottle and danced on out 
to the kitohen to deliver the message, still repeating as she 
skipped along: 

"Tee-hee, ha-ha, h 0 -ho, mama's drunk again." 

I suppose there may have been three or four colored people in 
the kitchen,, and apparently they were as shocked by such carryings-on 
as fin civilized human being might be, for in mid morning, when I was 
returning from Arenbourg aoross the cotton field behind the white 
garden, where the tractors were planting, one of my ebony friends 
slowed up his machine as I was passing and with a full moon grin, 
half whispered: 


'Tee-hee, ha-ha, ho-ho»' 


ililcr. 


and with ashake of his head and a wave Of his hand, stepped on the gas, 
and instantly was deep in getting this year's orop in, 

( You will note from the enclosure that I sent Miss Myra one of . 

your humming bird feeding bottles, I think her response charaoteristioall 
gay,The Pierson letter was mailed on Monday and reached me today, 
which seems leisurely enough as a Jaunt, what with the distance bbut 
16 miles At that rate this out to reach you by mid May,, 


Memorandurn; 


Thursday, "April 20th, I960, 


;-o; 


^ Knipmayer Day, and the lady accompanied her husband today 
for the first time in about a month, * guess. She wanted to see 
the Ghapel, The doctor ushered her in. She seemed drawn to 
St. Veronica’s Veil, and after sitting-for a few minutes, 
started to ieave, when her husband asked her if she didn't 
intend looking at the statue. She said the picture had had such 
a profound impression on her that she had completely forgotten to 
glance about at anything else. After a second day of considering 
the item, I still believe your contribution to the Ghapel is 
the most moving element in the sanctuary, • ' , 

The day has been delightful, all blue and gold, with the 
thermometer in the pleasant 70's. I suppose it must have been in 
the 40's last night, for the Shreveport "'eather Bureau announced 
this morning that las.t night's low broke all records for April 
19th during the 76 years tha c t station has been functioning, 

I suppose it is this prolonged, comparative coolness this 
Spring which has discourage the influx of insects, but regardless 
of that point, the ^arish D. D. T, program is in full swing. 

This afternoon a;COuple of men came to say they would return on 
the morrow for a going over of the place, I 0. K.ed that 
neww item, fio far as the rest of the establishment was concerned, 
but asked them to do Yucca forthwith, I reckon they probably 
prefer doing Yucoa to any of the other buildings,for'there is 
less work for them here than in any other building. Last year's 
method proved so satisfactory, I followed the same line of departure 
this year,' —having them spray .the front and back galleries 
thoroughly, walls and ceilings, and stopping abruptly right then and 
there. My theory, is .that since the m osquitoes do not originate 
within the house, if they are thwarted on the outside, it isn't 
important to spray the inside. As you know, a white film stains 
raahogny and I guess all dark woods, and oasts a film over gold 
leaf, therobye requiring no end of oovering over of furniture and 
portraits, or having them all hauled out of doors. And so, with 
all that- excitement eliminated, I am enchanted to toss a few benahes 
and brio-a-brack from the, galleries to the greensward and Just 
let the sprayers do their worst. I had them do the Ghapel, too, 
of course, puting one of Madame Aubsin Booque's old nightshirts 
on the Blessed Martin, whiah was something of a riot, and 
removing the little crude benches and your Veronica's Veil, The 
whole operation for Yucca was over within 5 or 10 minutes, and 
for the balance of the Spring and probably well through July if not 
the entire summer, the galleries will undoubtedly be inseot free. 
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.. am reading Cornelia Otis Skinner's "Family Circle, and 
f nding it altogether charming in its early chapters, she has'’ 
somehow succeeded in giving suoh a convincing pioture of the 187) p s 
ana 1880 8 when her parents were making their respective bows. 

Since there is a reference to the *tom bomb in one of the paragraphs, 

1 ??*+■■ ** the book must be post 1945, and therefore the title seems 
a little striking, assuming as I do that Maurois' Cerole de Famille 
probably appeared in English under the same title. Come 

1 SV- 0SS his book, which I never read, was a novel whiti 
the Skinner o p us.is history and probably will beoome autobiographical 

U ?^ 0r the ciroum8 tances, I don't suppose ■ 

JnJSiiS t 1 f' ould oause mu °h confusion, alt ough I must 

rlZw of ? , ! % a lit ii e start * dd . sa y. if the one time Mistress 
Swamps Way. h ld * ° ff “ autoti °g ra Phical skit entitled 

Orleans ? elQ8 * 9 ? ot having returned as yet from ^ew 

urieans, . . .dined at the big house and had the verv unpleasant 

neww to relate regarding the 4nks. Sister telephoned S a Lht 

hope 

only when Sundty°has oomTLfgone! 

^li***^' 1 had no occasion ?o a££ef£« last 
of t amenities^h«t th !° ry Jhat her visit precluded any exchange 
to ™n?l™ \ A ° 00rdin gly I thus far have had no occasion 

ESw “ 

tUt 1 8 h V as ex P e °ting to spend a couple of weeks 
txuilV S J e SfaSB 61 : j 00 * 1 sincerely hope-the Yellowstone 

sasvraTS 

5 ! 
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Friday, April 21st, 1950. 


Memorandum: 

According to. my oalendar, Spring is a month old, but today 
it really was convincing, what with the thermometer in the 80's, 
and a balmy humid breeze blowing straight in from the direction 
of the Gulf. 

• * ■ 

It was one of those unsatisfaootry days, however, after which 
one seems weary with having accomplished little at which one can 
point with pride. Still I guess a few things were undertaken, 
even if little appears to show for the effort. 

One thing I did do at Yucca which satisfies me, however, 
and that was to add a new note to my boudoir. For ever so 
long 1 have had a colonial piece of fire arms, weighing Heaven 
knows how much, and only today did 1 find a place for it, - 
slap over my door. It is one of those old, old rifles one 
pushed the powder into through the 7 foot barrel, with le4d and 
wadding after it, and then knocked yourself into the middle of 
next week when you pulled the trigger, the kick on those 
ancient pieces was so terrific. I had been pulling around 
through some old lumber in one of the ancient barns when I 
^tumbled over an old timey powder horn, contrived from the 
cow with the orumbpled (I hope I spelled that crumpled) horn, 
and thus, turning up the ammunition department, I decided it was 
high time to do something about the old flint lock piece 
it self, and so now it hangs above my chamber door, the 
powder horn suspended just below it, and while it lacks all 
the verve of a 1930 sawed off shot gun, still it does seem to 
have a harmony that goes along alright with . the mud walls 
and barred windows of Y ucoa. 

I also discovered a huge old oxen yoke, with a big old 
rusty iron ring still attached, and I strung that up on 
the gallery, for no other reason that it somehow made me think 
of Goin-Coin and the type, of horse power whioh must have 
obtained in her days when Yucca was young. 

Some Dallas bankers were here this afternoon, and two of 
t em asked me i£ the yoke, whioh delighted them, was for sale. 
Ismiled wearily and wagged my head horizontally. One of them 
said: 


"We want you to come to Dallas to visit us anyway, and 
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when you start, you remember to bring that big old yoke 

witji you, for many an oil millionaire in Dallas vcould trade you 

a well for the thing," 

How unimaginative some bankers are, and what flights of 
exaggeration they can take on occasion. 

And Bpeaking of Coin-Coin, I am sending along what came to 
hand today from *“rs. Holloman. My second secretary didn't 
seem to read the typed stuff very readily, and I gather there 
must be a lot of Holloman renditions, from hand written .French 
in the stuff, "either he nor 1 felt much like wading through 
the. stuff, and so I am not quite sure of what it covers, but 
I assume it must have to do with several births, probably beginni 
with Coin-Coin 1 s children. 


Sunday, April 23rd, 1950 


Memorandum 


How grand to have your nice fat letter of Tuesday in Saturday's 


It is good to have these elegant vignettes of t&e local scenes, 
and particularly those in which you are playing a part. And I am 
so glad you 'were able to get to Carnegie for the Anderson concert. 

I love the titles you mentioned as being your favorites, and I am hoping 
one or more of them may have been included in her program. 

■ 

If chance favors, and my secretary should pass this way tonight, 

I want to open the armoir and * run through your letter again, for 
there were several points I want to touch on, but shall do so at a 
later sitting. 1 am particularly interested, too, in what you have to 
say about the : points touched on in my letter to Mrs. Holloman regard¬ 
ing the ^ason matter. I shall include the idea or comparison .which 
you' approved, when the article reaches the boiling point. I shall 
be glad to have particulars from the Duke publication concerning the 
same subject. I should prefer you to keep the magazine for your 
eventual Americanna collection, should you be able to jot down the 
salient points from it for me. If the advent of the tanker and all, 
however, puts unusUal pressure on your time and energy at the moment, 
you might send the magazine along and I shall return it in due time, 
although the exerpts would suit me as well, for then I wouldn't have to 
bother prodding la Holloman about returning the same to me for return 
to you. She seems so dilatory about returning this although is perfectly 
responsible, I believe. _ - , ■ . 

It has been a hurly-burly week end, with everybody passing this 
way and few if any gaining rauoh. 

* was delighted to see the lady dootor who passed by this afternoon 
to chat with me for a while before the American Region blew in. -^t 
seems the Horsleys have purchased a two aore plot of ground a oouple 
of miles above "atchitoches and are expeoting to build on a little 
lake that has been carved out there. 


I didn t bother to run through the synopsis of the 
Yucca-Melroee Abstract, which is unquestionably correct in every 
detail, what with Lawyer Holloman being to meticulous. But re¬ 
gardless of its probably dullness, I thought you might like to 
have it for your scrapbooks. If you should ever make a copy of the! 
birth,records, I should be glad to have a copy for my scrapbook 
sometime or other, but I don't care when, and if never it will 
probably not be missed, for I can always consult with you if 
I need some point or other, and it seems to me I always get 
information directly from you in spite of the intervening miles 
with ten times the speed I ever acquire any I search for through 
the elusive services of others slap on the spot. 

And all of this must have a depressing note of some kind. I 
suppose it stems from the fact that I borrow a half dozen 
cheap wine glasses from Celeste to guzzle the bankers, and 
one of the glasses was broken, and that depressed me, although " | 
the pattern is an open one and can be obtained readily in 
town. Having a mania for washing my glasses in oceans of 
soap suds and boil water rinses, I seem to be forever smashing 
up my stuff, and today was one of those moments when my supply 
was a,pproaohing the vanishing point. I can't think why the 
breaking of one suoh glass belonging to another should depress 
me, and Celeste was sweet as pie about the ? business, but still 
I regretted the episode. 

I almost forgot to say that the ladies returned home last 
night after a most successful frolic in the Orescent City, it 
a^.1 turned out so Harper's Bazaar. 

A bright spot in the late afternoon occured when three 
friends of *rs. "and passed this way, one a Baptist, one an 
Hpisoopalian and one a Catholic One seeing the Chap ei, the 
Baptist and the Catholic ladies* a minute apart, but without 
the other knowing it, asked if a moment might be spent alone 
in the hapel. Naturally I liked that, and they both agreed 
your gift dominates the whole place. 


It seems there has been something of a bust up between the Aswells 
and the “orsleys, much to Dr. Eleanor's regret, for she is very fond of th< 
The split oamtf not over money affairs, although the fact that the 
Aswells are broke and money paid by the Horsleys on property, to be 
applied to a site for a w orBley dwelling, will probably always cause 
embarrassment on the part of the "swells, since the money advanced to 
them as a personal loan was to be applied on the property in the Agwell 
name.,, but when taking title was Advanced, it turned out the property 
WaS alIeady 80 hea '’ ily that there ,as no financial consideration 
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I also learned that one of our local Melrose pirests, Father D U oy, 
is a mental case, which possibly accounts for his unusual briskness 
in tearing bout the countryside on his fine motoroyole, which 
among other things and dones of brass and do-dads, has no less than 
three headlights on the oontraption. By comparing notes, we oonfrimed 
our long standing opinions that He Brevelle Ohurch is, indeed, a sub¬ 
tropical Siberia for recaloitrant members of the order of the Holy Ghost. 

°ur conversation was borken into when pilrims came, and the latter 
were followed by a couple of hundred *merioan "“egiunaires and wives 
after which arrived several people under the wing of the Alaotts, half 
sister of %e. Cloutier, and as they pulled out, a flock of people 
under the guardianship of *rs. George button pulledin, and Hr, Sand, bearing 
many items of food, 1 guess, which, come to think of, I haven 1 t ex- 
amined as yet, but 1-had scant chance to say more than howdy,-as 

people from the sugar cane country arrived, followed by.but 

wi at s the use. 

But in view of such ciroumstances, you will readily appreciate why 
my brain is foggy and- I should relish the services of a secretary. 

*nd speaking of the latter, my 2nd secretary, %rrei, didn't appear 
the other evening, and on inquiring about his absence on the following 
day, he explained he had gone home right after plantation work, as his 
eye was worrying him, itohing and such like”. *e sai a he tried putting 
some soap in it to wash away the itohin c but that made it itch only 
the more. Then he remembered he had a small bottle of iodine and 
after putting that in his eye it seems as though the itohing let up. 

He still has his eye, too, and marvelous to say, oan apprantly 
still see with it. Frankly * haven't the vaguest notion what a con¬ 
centrate of iodine might do to the optics, but I should imagine it 
mgith be a little rough. 

^My week end was further confused by the presenoe at a nearby oamp, - 
Mr. arding s, - of M me de “‘•ontespan, A he raerohanu planter spoke of 
her presenoe to me Saturday day afternoon, and 1 assumed she might pass 
by this way, but fortunately she did not, and 1 made no move to spread 
any hospitality by dropping by the-camp, although I aid recommend that 
the lady be advised not to pass this way at any time on Sunday since 
there is no need ofthe present mistress of melrose and the maitresse 
du xoi bumping into eaoh other half way between the front gate and 
Yuoca. 

I intended saying in my last letter that you might advise me if 
you notice any particularly striking omissions from the Church records 
forwarded on Friday or Saturday, those transcribed by -*rs. holloman. 

1 “n easting about for the dates covering M. and Mme. Thomas Metoyer 
and if any wives or husbands of the children do not appear in the list 

tf^L^hS? a Si? t0 Pin? artl ffl arB frora 8 * ch 0l8t8rs as Joe ijojue, 

9ta, now in their 80 s and 90 s. ^ut let me break off, for 1 am q 

v USt J b n, Unusually hodge-podge, reflecting my own 
hurly-burly after such a full up, hot summer s "day of rest" 


Monday, April 24th, 1960. 


Memorandum: 


. 30 * according to my aerial grapevine, ir snowed 

lolnt lri,lZ X lL in while at Melrose all da a p*n- 

8 ! perfectly administered, to 

ootton fields and the Arenboug ohilren alike. The 

remains warm tonight and the sky partly overcast, so 
today s heavy dew will provide a maximum of benefit 
throughout the neighborhood. 

What, with the elements being thus in abundance. I 

1111431 ° OV0r for the most part, A game index 
fh?£! +-i! t P 9r suasion to puttering, too. 1 burned the 
thing the other day and I hit these keys haltingly, using 

. finger J° double for itself and the index. It's 
a slow business and will explain the brevity of this 
no U 0 • 

. „ 1 had , fll 5» nevertheless, rigging up the Melrose 

taperstry or the Yucca Goblein or whatever. I think I 

S cou P le 3f y 0ar s fe ack that G lemQnoe Cont rived an 
3Qen J c <l uilt which in ths patchwork of white 
pieces, violent reds, greens and blues, incorporated rough 
suggestions of Melrose, *uoca, the African < se and sow. 

I investigated the artcile today and found that the somewhat 

lintl 1 ? nd itself advantageously for a bedspread, 

since the individual pieces tended to obsoure the whole 
composition as a plotorial item. Accordingly 1 tried it 
out as a mural decoration and discovered it looked very well 
on the gallery facing the -hite G arden , in thEblank spaw 
between, the windows of my boudoir and living room And 
tn th0 * f r * aB t0 a wooden Poll, attaching the latter 

? JoX 0nd0 ? fr0m the oeilin 6. fhe p splaBh of 
i v r fJ her . n J oe and the child-like primatlve quality 
handiwork harmonizes pleasantly with the simplicity 
of the old gindstone and ancient iron sugar cauldron 

te foroground. Dust in the atmosphere will shortly 
t™?*? th and red s» while the light from an intense 7 

will fn8e the whole spectrum into a pleasing 
intar-twining of strang oolor combinations and stranger designs. 

• 

lo my surpsise, I kept awake long enough last night 
to finish the Skinner "Family Circle"? I like it. Si It. 

? £ how8vSr -1 »v°t suri 

circle was the happiest choice to describe the group 

cmnrt “ harmonious combination of people, •’triangle" 

oould t .s.o^rjp.ely have been used without introducing a false g 
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Tuesday, April 25th, 1950 


Tonight I hsall have a go at “^ax JSastman's The 
JBnjoyment of ^oetry, read hy your friend, Alexander Scourby. 

I am under the impression this in a collection of essays whioh 
I think 1 shall like. I heard .Eastman say onoe thatpraotical 
people and poetical people differed in this respeot, —that 
the practical knew where they wanted ,to go and how to keep 
eve'ry other consideration than how to gat there out of 
their minds, with no, satisfaction ever experienced since 
the attainment of one goal left them incapa le of enjoying it 
hut' rather automatically provided another point to he stretched 
for, whereas the poetical were interested,less in the goal 
than the Journey and go had more fun along the way, without 
perhaps ever attaining anything, culminating in the end, hy 
being equal to the paraetioal souls who, after they once had 
arrived, were never able to admit it, or ev;n recognize it, 
sinoe'the wish or aspiration x still shone from one more 
hill like the Rouse with the * olden Windows. 

You will love the oultural oallihre (probably with one 1) 
as reveiled by a remark made this morning by one of the 
wives of accompanying the American Degionaires. She, it seems, 
is connected with the Welfare yffioe in town, and this morning, 
according to Mrs. Coombs to passed this way for a minutes 
on her ’way to Alexandria this afternoon, had much to say 
about her trip of exploraiion up and down Cane River yesterday. 
Mrs. Coombs asked her if elxose had been included on the 
tour, and t'he response wa3 .affirmative, with the elaboration 
that some man had showed them "a lot of funny looking buildings' 1 
She asked Mrs. Coombs if she had ever been here and Mrs. Coombs 
admitted she had and was also acquainted with the man who showed 
them about. 


Memorandum: 

f 

A lovely night and I write a little later than usual, for 
I fell asleep in my chair at 6 and have'just awakened at 11. 

I know not if any of my elusive Secretariat passed this 
way or not. A fairly heavy mail still rests here unopened 
before me. I should imagine if either or both of my sturdy 
assistants had peered in at me, they would haveawakened me by a bit 
of window tapping, - but one never knows, for perhaps they would 
assume it better not to disturb me. . 1 


It i8 pleasant to report that my ailing index is well on the 
mend and by the morrow I should* be able to fly along at normal 
speed again. And that will be well, for I notice some 
personal letters that may require responses, —i’riend Postell, 
Waoo uelen, Atlanta Miss Kellie Morman Dora' and so on. 


I think what wrecked me this afternoon was^the appearanoe 
about 5 p.m. of John Gibson of' Montgofaery who brought a man for a 
tour. John is Annie's husband, and hasn t a bit of sense. 

He provides one bit of comic relief, howdver, for he always 
does all the explaining of things, emphasising whatever he 
fancies important which usually turns out to be the new fauoet 
on a water pipe or the protruding end of a pipe, left there by 
oil drillers a year or so ago. His flight into the historical 
field is arrestingly imaginative, in witness'whereof I cite 
his explanation of the big house to his friend, pointing out some 
unevenness in the brioks and explaining that the house was 
formerly a monastery which, I know not how in his mind, accounted 
for certain warn places in the brick pillars. 

Clemenoe came to see me at noon, accompanied by her big 
old black German polioe like dog. The presence of the latter 
set my mind to turning" on the mystery of how animals so frequently 
refleot the attitude of their mistresses toward other animals. I 
thought of the General s wife in particular and how she dislikes 
cats and how her old bull dog instinctively manifests a "mad" 
whenever he sees a oat, and how the one time daxhund of Mrs.- 
Rand reflects that lady's dislike of the feline world, and 
natuially I puzzled and pondered over the possible reasons 
why some people can only like one type of animal, approaching 
a fixation, while feeling impelled at the same time to 
loath another-type, and how this somehow gets fixed into the 
mind of the animal which ohanoes to be the object of adoration. 
Grandpa;chanced to be stretched out at my feet when Clemence and 


The woman asked where in the neighborhood I lived, since 
none of the : houses appeared to be occupied. Mrs. Coombs 
told her I oocupied the house where the big pioture of A ugustin 
Metoyer hung. t But this the woman doubted on two scores, 

first, "beoause he didn't tell us he lived in that house", and 

second, "it must have.been some other man anyway, because 
the one who showed u? through wasn't dressed;up at all like 
rich people who live in houses like that". 

Don't you love that. 

Obviously I must get me some peacock feathers, or at the 
very least, the tail of a turkey gobler. 

So turns the world and I am still puzzled as to what 
miracle it is that makes Remooracy work.. .... 




CM 
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her big old oanine companion arrived. Old Sheppard 
paused momentarily on reaching the gallery, and then, as by 
• some-sixth sensed, realized all was well, and oame trotting 
slap over to Grandpa and me, nosed my leg a little and licked 
ray hand once, and then, putting his his head along side Grandpa's 
front paw and neok, gently sprawled beside us, both animals 
completely relaxed and in harmony with each other, 

Grandpa stirring only sufficiently to rub his nose along 
Sheppard's jaw, and then going back to sleep in infinite con¬ 
tentment and sedurity. 

The present year is likely to be remembered in these parts 
as having been scant in winter and scarce in'sprlng, for 
the mildness of tfebruarjf has continued its thermometer readings 
up to this point, with the constant parade of cold masses of 
air from the Rockies bringing the temperature curve for April 
precisely in duplication of that of the average for February 
weather in this seotion. Monday's warmth and humid 
qualities varied little during the night by # about 8 this 
morning, through cloudless skies, rolled down another cold 
mass of 'air, keeping the thermometer steady in the lower 70's 
all day, in spite of the brlliant sunshine, which, without 
the cold air, would have skyrocketed into the upper 80's, I 
suppose. Tonight, at 11, the thermometer stands at 45, and 
the cotton is likely to catch pneumonia or whatever, but 
. vegetation on our side of the fence is profiting by the mildness 
of noon and will not be effected umavorably by these midnight dips. 

Sunday, a week ago, Bugene, the clerk, and his wife, went 
into the country and picked a heap ofmayhaws which they converted 
into jelly, and this morning I was presented with a pint jar 
of the stuff, which was excellent. I know not how to spell 
mayhaw, but if the spelling is anything like the pronunciation, 
the above will do. I believe the. mayhaw is a member of the 
hawthorne family, growing on'shrubs some 51 or 20 feet high, and 
the whole bristling with thorns. In fact, 1 rather suspect it 
may be the same thing as the sloe from whioh I brewed my famous 
wine of a year or so back whioh Aurellia found so strongly 
suggestive of that del'icious hog-wash she had enjoyed so much 
when a child when she and Bessie would revel in the spring water 
of the hills where the hogs had wallowed. But there was 
nothing hog-wollow-ish about the mayhaw jelly, and I am bound 
to get some additional particulars about it. i’or one thing, 

I must askif it be true that the modern way to cover jelly 
with parafin is to place the same in the bottom of the jar, 
pouring the hot jelly in on top of it, whereupon the stuff 
instantly rises and forms a film that seals op.t the air at 
the top. Sounds remarks le, - if it works. 


Wednesday, April 26th, 1950. 


Memorandum: 

Another lovely sunny day,, with a minimup of contending ™ ith 
pilgrims and a maximumof energy expended on the end of a weed cutter. 

iiotes from Carolyn and Helen, indicating they will be here 
Sunday night or Monday, which neatly eliminates the usual Sunday hurly- 
burly, and I shall hold the t ought the weather may be fine so they 
may secure a goodly number of photographs. 

A note from Bobina indicates she is heading out for Balias for 
the Opera on Saturday and Sunday, and I. wish I knew where nelen 
intends staying, for she, too, is spending those Jays in Balias for 
the same purpose. These two ladies have never met but eventually 
thev will, and I expect they will hit it off pretty well together, 
for they are both all wool, and both of them are possessed of that rare 
accomplishment, - of which Carolyn seems to have none, —dependability. 

In the gardening section, I am delighted that the gourds seem to be 
off to a flying start. 1 may have mentioned the General purchased some 
seed in town for me when here at Baster time, and I got them into the 
ground on Good Saturday, which, according to local lore, is precisely 
the day to plant gourds and watermelons if one expects to produce-a 
good orop. fhe idea seems basioly false to me, what with faster flying 
around the calendar.the way it does, but the chill of thes past weeks 
doesn t seem to have held up germination and I assume we may have 
something of a orop tfcis year. Wrens and warblers seem to like the smadr 
ones as framework fpr their nests, and once or twice I havi had 
cardinals who seemed to find-comfort in some of the larger ones. Mrs. 
Band is forever making table decoration do-dads with every type of 
seed gourd, weeds and heaven alone,knows what not, and if my master 
planting has something by way of results along about November, A 
shall =-ive her a flock of the things while Clemenae and I will probably 
“stir up some kind of a huge cluster of the various shaped numbers 
so suspend somewhere against the mud wall o| the Chapel, whioh might 
given an extra rural note to the place, don t you think so. 

With ^ay not too far in the distanoe, I am surprised the grandiflora 
magnolias are so far behind this year. Bxoept for a few big explosions 
on the top most brnches of the oldest tree, there seems^to ^ slight 
likilihood we sha 1 .have any excess before the piddle of the month when 
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little ^iss Alberta is scheduled to appear, paint pot in hand, 
to rpoord ,them in oanv,as. One of the most distressing things in this 
world, so far as across the fence is concerned, is the fear 
a few blossoms map not be available a week from tomorrow when 
some kind of a bridge game is on the docket. Home sizzles, so 
to speak, while the grandifloras stand pat. 

How wonderful it would be,, - and yet how awful, if the 
biggest worry in our lives hinged on whether a grandiflora would 
explode a week from Thursday, - 

A little delgation from the Little A Hver school came to 
wait upon me this afternoon, bearing a message and invitation to 
attend a frolic out. that way tonight. It is a lovely night and 
would have been pleasant, but what with'half a dozen other 
things cooking, plus the fact that I shall have to be out that 
way next ^onday night, I decided I had better decline. In 
her note regarding the Little River gumbo as of next week, 

Helen referred to it as the party in the back country, which, 

I thought almost as cleper as phrases turned neatly, by one Lydia 
Lee of Lyme, so the secretaries, not being invited, will never 
dream- of localities involved. I reokon I may have mentioned 
prior to this late date that Lee-bee is giving a gumbo, and 
since several of his children will be present, -Aittle ^obert, 
with whose picture you are acquainted before the sun dial, and 
Log, his son-in-law, and Peter and perhaps six or 8 other gentlemen, 
together with their wives and offspring, so that the gathering, 
if gather they do, should provide q ite a "family droop", and 
quite aside from the pleasure of tasting the excellent Booking, 
there will be a fine opportunity, I think, to obtain some night 
pictures of the countryside by still sets, and, I hope, some 
interiors of the various family.members, whioh eventually, I 
somehow feel, might be of unique interest, and particularly as the 
remoteness of any place on earth, together with its anoient customs, 
gradually vansihes. What with Monday tending to follow both 
Saturday night and Sunday, it will not be the most advantageous 
.time in the world for a gathering of this sort, but one must strike 
while the iron is hot, so to speak, and thus I have accepted 
the invitation regardless. 

. 1 am frankly surprised Carolyn took my "But definitely Ho" with 

such good grace. Well do recall when others were concerned,- 
how they would write, asking that they pe told frankly if 
it might be convenient for them to come with guests, and when told 
that frankly it would not, they would be fulminating in their beard 
at me for having taken them at their word. 

And thus the world turns round, and tomorrow is Knipmayer 
Lay and I believe the *ands are scheduled to entertain at their 
oamp, but, assuming I receive an invitation, I shall decline, 
for I have a heap of stuff I want to stir around with at Arenbourg 
and water festivals at Che camp will have to wait. Per aps next 
Sunday I may not at least have the m, 

merican Legio^ on my lap. 


Thursday, April 27th, 1950. 


k emor andum: * 

• ' 

A cold air mass hovers over Little Hock, but is not 
expected to make its way any closer, what with 15 mile an 
hour Gulf breezes wearing the invader out. In these parts the 
thermometer jumped from the 50‘s this morning to the 80's by noon, 
and parasols of gauze filtered the sun and husbanded the 
moisture. 

With a helper, I decided to do much hoeing at Arenbourg, 
but what with the promise of cloud coverage for the afternoon 
and tonight, I deoided gobs of watering would lend encouragement 
”* to a heap of things, including the grandiflora especially, for 

they are putting out much new growth and I believe in all the en¬ 
couragement they can take when they are so obviously in the mood 
to increase their stature. And so buckets of water flowed and 
flooded, and the sun didn't oome out much and so tonight everything 
from bottom most'root to'upper most leaf must be all astir. 

*- ■' - J ■ > •*>•'.'** •- v.' c e 

The Inooming mail continues rather heavy and I seem to be 
running behind considerably for me, what with items that appear 

• likely to be of scant interest still uuopened as fr-om Tuesday. 

{ • Ihe enclosure froip Edgar B. Steinf^with its attached letter 

'ffUft from Stanley Arthurlsn t of great moment, but one does learn a 

bit of additional data-from every communication, if would seem. If 
y 0 u would care to keep the Arthur notation, I should be glad 
if you would copy for'me what he has to say about Joseph Mason, 
you to keep theitem I am sending, if you please, and with me 
to eventually receive the copy you make. 

• ' * 

„| x !b® letter from Caroline Lormon contained the gourd seed 

she referred to.• It was kind of her to give instructions as to 
planting, but nevertheless ohafaoteristioally dizzy on her part, 

• since she knows I have been raising gourds for years while she 
hasn t been. In faot I have been supplying houses for Briarwood 

• beatflered inhabitants for years,and x am wondering how dizzy Mies 
Dormon thought I ever contrived to bring forth said gourds. 

Another point which is mildly hiarious is the faot that those 
I planted at faster time are already tip and flourishing, whioh 
means they will probably be heavy with fruit long before the 

• Lormon seed get to doing much business. Among other things. 

"Carrie is a sight.'" • * 
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A letter from “iss ^ate ierkins indicates that she is 
■ in a panio,' not having heard from me in a oouple of weeks and 
from Sister in a couple of months. I do try to write her at 
least once a week, but I reckon * must have let a couple slide 
by, although I do recall that last Sunday, - a lette she probably 
reoeive af$er posting one to me, was written in spite of the 
Amerioan -Legion crush, whioh certainly ought to entitle me to at 
least one skip. 

“^rs. Hoiroman sent me a big old photostat of a document 
which appears to have been neatly slit into two parts, apparantly 
in transit. It is in French, and if you don't mind, 1 shall 
eventually send it along, since it is from the Hatohitoches 
records. I asked I>r. A n i praa y QX to struggle with the opening 
paragraph, heavily laden with all the veribage of the period. 

I gathered from what he read with some difficulty that it has 
to do with somebody's slave who ± stole'a turkey, or s me such. 

I believe the thing is dated 1766, or thereabouts. If this 
be true, one of the most interesting things about the document,— 
which is a riduclous statement for me to make, since I know 
nothing beyond the first few lines, is the fact that the form 
used by the representatives of the King of Spain in louisiana 
seem to be those used by representatives of the King of France. 

For if 1 caught the date correctly, - 1766, Spain was in control 
•of Louisiana, as and after 1763, but the legal document 
mentions his * Ost Christian Majesty", _ the title always 
employed by the King of France, as you will recall, whereas the 
King of Spain was always'knows as "His Most Catholic Majesty". 

I don't know when I shall get this item into the mail, for 
a dozen demands may prevent *me fr<?m getting it posted for the next 
few days. 1 f a translation doesn t appear too difficult, it 
might be nice to have. But if circumstances do not make such 
a rendition convenient at the moment, please just set the thing 
aside, for “rs. ^olloman had it photostated on a hunch that it was 
something bearing upon Cane Hiver lore, whereas, from this 
first glance, I see‘nothing to bear out such an a. sumption. 

I had expected a flock of Hands today, but it seems they 
aren t Coming until tomorrow. Somebody or either from the oollege 
telephoned to ask if they might have the afternoon'of ^ay 9th. 

In the closer foreground, the Hural JSleotrifioation Administration 
is being entertained by the -^resident of the Valley Hleotric, - 
whioh means H, i s going to have open house at one of the oamps 
between here and the bridge, on Saturday night. Until just 
the shortest time ago, I assigned the Valley Sleotric covered 
merely this section of Cane ^iver, but it seems it runs 
from someplaoe up Shreveport way to haven knows how far South. 

^ut no matter where it runs, I, personally, run for cosier when 
first dark comes down on *ucoa, and Saturday night’s party will 
have to make it without any moral support on my part. So things 
whirl, and now must turn to doing some mail..,. 


Friday, April 28th, 1960. 


Memorandum: 


I am entranced. 


Your most excellent letter to hand, giving some hint of 
the possible blessings impending for May. 

You must be as busy as a bee. I shall write but briefly 
to afford you time otherwise spent on reading. 

My telephone, Natchitoches 4901 (four nine- zero one) appears 
on an accompanying- slip for your conveniente. The most 
favorable hours for reaohing me are 9, 11 and 5. Any time 
between will be alright, too, for I shall foresake Arenbourg to be 
at home base. , 

There are three extensions on the local telephone. I shall 
advise when you call as to whatever measure of privacy may exist, 
and it is possible it might be oomple.te. 

I should think a card to Celeste, saying you foresee the 
possibility of a jump to Mexico and if possible you will drop by 
^elrose, either going or. ppiping and that it will be nice if you may 
establish contact. 

I have included Miss alberta's Hew -rleans address, although 
she may possible be here when you are in the Crescent City. f 
you have any choice as to hotels there, the Montheleon Hotel on 
Royal is the one partronized by the conservative gentry, tne 
Roosevelt being more modern and neauveau (nouveau). 

1 am distraoted by a huge blow from the South whioh has just 
blown down most of the bananas on the front gallery, carried 
off my garden rake, hoe, weed cutter, etc. Branohes are hurtling 
through the air but the sundial still stands. 

I shall not write you after this memo until I have heard 
further neww from you. If plans go according to , 

shall next week advise the Rands of your possible advent in their 
city, I have included their telephone on the accompanying list. 
They will be delighted to take care of you and to see you get 
here or are oonveyed to proper transportation facilities. 
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Memorandum: 

Saturday, April 29th, 1950. 

* wind » blowing from the South from 11 last night 

p.oming, flattened the bananas along the fc front 

. _ JreeB On the 

One oraahed over a 

Bine drizzle all day. I 
a. party at -cugabou oamp. 


gallery, and blew down a couple black locust t 
Arenbourg line near the terrace. ‘ 
young magnolia,, breaking bart of it. 
did not attend R. J5, 


I waited to pen these lines after the storm, curiously enough 
a big breeze without any rain,.but it has been carrying on 
for a couple of hours, and so 1 delay no longer. The 
electric current, of course, has been cut for hours, and 
as write in complete darkness, you will forgive whatever 
odd margins, etc., characterize this note. 

Another point regarding the Rands.in the event that 

circumstances should warrant staying over night in Alexandria, 
feel free to stay with them rather than iiotel Bentley, should they 
invite you, for they will always be entranced to offer you 
accommodations and it willbe- a distinct pleasure for them to enterta 
• 

"*s between now and the next time I write, I shall keep 
a brief day-to-day accomit of the changing saene, and pleasantest 
of all will be the day 1 can jot down the arrival of Miss Lydia 
Lee of Lyme. • \ - 

? t 

Uon't try to write in the mean time, unless At be but 
a post card to advise of your progress, for you will be much 
too busy to take Underwood in hand, and everything will be 
so perfect if you make mental notes to take up when we eventually 
establish direct contact. 


Sunday, April 30th, I960*. 

-Cloudy and humid. Dr. Rand oalled in morning. , I 


Monday, "ay 1st, 1950. 

It began raining at 10 this morning, Bog came by to say if it 
didn't rain any more, we would be able to get to ■Uittle Biver tonight. 

But the rain contihued, increasing in volume. At noon *eter dropped 
by. n e said he had heard something like a roar off Cloutierville way 
around 11. Better at dinner, the clerk told me a tornado had 
torn things up in the Cioutierville-Berry section, demolishing 
a colored school and injuring several children. Ground 3:30, 

Helen arrived, the heavens still teaming. As i greeted her at the 
gate after her long jaunt from Texas, Helen's fellow visitor, Carolyn, 
up from a ew Cleans, rolled in. *t was raining so hard, however, 

Carolyn didn't recognize Helen's car and Helen didn't recognize 
Carolyn, and it was only after 1 followed C a rolyn half way through 
the g rdens that 1 caught'up with her and realized her identity. 

Log came at 5 to say the bridge across the bayou had been washed 
away. We had a pleasant evening at x ucoa with 4 or 6 friends, but 
regretted our inability to do anything about partaking of the goose gumbo 
that had been prepared beyond the peoane orchards, at the moment under 
water. Tonight a terrific cannonade goes on in the heavens with but 
a mild breeze stirting and only a normal fall of rain. T he garden is unde 
two or three inohes of water. 


Again may I repeat my entranced state of mind, and the 
twister outside seems tame as contrasted with the happiness 
you letter of today has brought me.... 
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2nd sheet 


Thursday, ^ay 4th, 1950, 

Arenbourg at dawn, ’ ‘ " 

humidityseemingly at least. Pilgrims from Dallas 

about 8 f a.m. _ _ 0 „ w mc ^, MVA 

Celeste s bridge party and somehow got off 
to *renbourg w.ere r eter with traotor was 
in time for the D-nipmayers. 

at 12:30, Arenbourg at 1 with Andy, bath at 2-30 

J 0 ™! bringing me the Alpin.'folio of'SJogeVdo 
Versailles, bhe is heading a Committees to get c .: * 

Presbyterian Church in town. Must send her soraethingTonight 
to *renbourg and back by 5 to rip off beard before 
Aswell oame before 1 had finished. Hot much news 
about reading, especially thrillers 
as to her liking. Rftm 

Celeste oame at 6:30, bringing 
which reminded me I mnet. uur-i-t-o -*■ 


Tuesday, May 2nd, 1950. « 

. . ; i x. 

It was still rain .this morning at dawn. During the night 
gusts of wind had flattened building-s la Montgomery to the Sast and 
up-rooted trees from Bermuda to Hatahitoohes to the ^orth, and 
torn up thing around to the rt est. Slectrio ourrent was off 
until noon. Carolyn and ^elen "lay long", passingly u cca around 10*45, 
They ran down to see ^elemenoe after dinner, but finding her not at 
home, .departed their separate ways around 2, with n'er a oamera 
having dieted once dutng their visit. Helen left five dollars for 
me to give Lqg for the slaughtered goose tha was never tasted, but 
I put it in an evenAope and mailed it to he-r, for the gifts she 
brought b., way pf clothing will more than compensate- for the goose 
and some consideration should be given the one who travels such 
distances and so generously provides for local inhabitants, not only 
in clothing but groceries of various types as well.* A heavy 
post, including a neat package and two letters from Miss Dee and 
a flook of other first olass mail, none of which has been opened, 
the package being saved for a week hence and the letters until 
the washed out secretaries appear. - x onight a brave moon sails 
through a oloud fleoked sky, as though to remind one of what the 


with a good breeze to out the heat and 
* j j l8t * Fil S rira s from Dallas, friends of Helen's 
? en to , get ra agnolias grandiflora for 
. .some mail before 9. Thenoe 

t ra °t° r was doing the terraoe, and back 
- dinner at 12, delegation from colored so 

^ _ v_,.^ath at 2:30, Cra coming as I 

^. ea f 1 ? g a Committeee to 8®t sn organ for the 

_ Baok 

- -- —supper. Rosalyn 

Hot much news but lots of talk 
• » and she mentioned Brighton Rook 

t^sounded pretty gruesome from her review. 

j me a piece of cakefrom her party, 
must write “rs. Gordon Randolph, taking her for 
ake she brought me on Sunday. Andy came at 
tools used at arenbourg. Paind him and returned 
ocount of the party and how she and her mother had 
sion at Wiruoh, following the card outting 
thumping your partner's aoe rt is oalled. 


Wednesday 


ay 3rd, 1950, 


— - -- **-*~*/ ***•--o** w ****•**># ^ aiju. 

they oame. about 50 strong, at 2. It was so different from the 
Amerioan Degion, I liked it. a letter from little “iss Alberta, asking 
if she may come on M ay 11th. A letter from Hina Mclnhes, saying 
little -“ise advises her she is to be at “‘elrose on the 11th for 
a visit and that-she hopes D'i na will come, too. What a remarkable 
lady is little -*ls8 • Puny dropped by for a brief chat. He 

says Mrs. H an d is still worried about the Chapel, and said she 
would forgive me, however, for contriving such a thing if I would 
let *uny steal the Cane Biver Gobelin from the gallery at Xucca 
one of these dark nights. Mails heavy Laurel Hill, Devereux, etc. 

I m bogged down wit correspondence what wit too muoh.time at Arenbourg 
to pay much attention t Underwood. Telephone communication is still 
cut with outside world Accordingly ordered some extra copies of 
the Pioayune of ^ay 7th, thinking Miss D 0e might not be in touoh 
with her usual source of supply and might want a couple of. copies 
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Friday, M ay 5th, 1950. 


t 

Memorandum t , 

*our elegant air mail with the ^ason enclosure today, and my 
, sinoerest thanks to you for giving me particulars regarding your 

altered schedule. I shall continue to send Memoranda until the 12th, 
as you reoommend, and even if one or two should he late in arriving, 

I am certain they would he held for your return. 

,1 spoke with Dr. Hand about the possibility of your 
advent in Alexandria sometime during May. He was just as kind 
as ever and recommended that * advise you to telephone them whenever 
you reaoh Alexandria and that they will he delighted to put you 
in a oar and whisk ypu to “elrose, or, if the time element were such 
that you would prefer to remain over night, they will he entranced 
to have you wifh them. They are lovely people, as you will discover, 
and quite aside from the pleasure your presence in their home will 
afford them, you will at the same moment provide them with an 
added excuse to get into the hig road and head out in this direction, 
and as some of th?m are forever ooming or going, this added exouse 
will delight them a,. 

It occurs to me at this moment that it might he well for 
you to have a good Shreveport address, just in case the plane should 
hy some ohanoe set itself down in that city. «You know 

Rohina A'enholme, 

401 Commercial Luilding, 

Shreveport, “Ta. 

I do not know her o’ffioe number hut her home telephone at 
825 Wilkinson Avenue is Shreveport 7 - 5776. I may not mention your 
possible advent to her, - or I may, - hut in either case, you may 
he sure you will reoeive a most hearty welcome. If she should 
not he free to drive you down “here, she would most certainly put 
you on a bus or a plane. The bus should he taken to Natchitoches 
from whence you could telephone here and 1 would meet you, or you 
c uld take a plane from Shreveport to Alexandria where the Rands 
wouldhave the red oarpet out, * might add that there is a ooolness 
between ^rs. Rand and Miss ^enholme, and I seldom mention the name 
of the one in the presence of the oth'er. 1 believe the ooolness 
is on Madam Rand's side, induoed perhaps, although I am not certain, 
hy a vague regret that the adam's friendship and mine was so 
steady in both directions, * Alexandria and Shreveport. 

I foresee but one cloud on the horizon, the chance that the 
West -^oint graduate and his bride may he here from Germany during 
June or July hut th*at will merely mean more people and that is all. 
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Sunday, May 7th, 1960 


Memorandum 


I send this air mail by Celeste's suggestion. 

Unimaginative simplicity is the word,, and withal so 
Wonderful, 

I didn't see Celeste yesterday, but 1 dined with her 
and J. H, and Madam Regard today. Alter dinner, Celeste asked 
if 1 could give her a moment alone. Seated on the gallery, 
she confided to me she had wonderful news, — a letter from you 

and that you.but then she read the letter. It never 

has crossed her mind that.I might have heard,from you and so I 
let it all be a surprise, 

She is perfeitly enohanted at the prospect and has already 
made the most elaborate plans on how "to sleep you" during your 
visit. She said: 


First I thought M 0 ther might sleep at the big house and 
.Erna have her room here, and then, after speaking with J . 
about it, I decided it would be .nice if she and I slept-at the 
big house together, so she wouldn't be frightened, sleeping 
in that house all by herself,,.,," 

Shades of little Miss Alberta Ben Bolt.. 


“nd fter much talk and expressions of delight, she 
said she would write you an, air mail and asked me if 1 wouldn't 
do so. too, just to be sure you would feej. ever so weloome. So 
he're 1 am. 


But quite aside from all that, it is nice to know that she is 
almost as tiokled as either of us about the prospect and 
probably by the time you arrive., Pat will be home from ", S. U, and 
the three of you can oocupy the big house together, ’• 

The Rands were up today and asked me for dinner but I 
deolined. Dr. Band oame over after dinner with some friends, 
and I rode back to the oamp yith them to chat for a little 
with Madam "and, I told her of your impending visit, and she 
said to b& sure to write you, _ she forgot to insist on an air mAAl 
and to tell you she would be perfectly delighted if you will only 
telephone her on your arrival at the air port and that she will 
be delighted to piok you up and whisk you up here the minute 
your plane arrives, —unless you would like to spend some time with 
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them at home before ooming up here. And what with the Doctor 
already having expressed his delight at the prospeot of your 
visit, the red oarpet, as you ee, is all poised for the unrolling 

And so there you are on the threshold of your advent into 
the deep South, and may everything in between run along as 
smooth as silk. Undoubtedly little Miss Alberta will have long 
since returned to ^ew Orleans by the time you reach Melrose, 
but hop free we Bhall be of other guests or members of the family, 
only time will tell. Celeste brought up the matter of the 
S, G. juniors,, and assumes they will not come until July, and 
that will be to the good, for the quieter it is*during your visit, 
the better I shall like it, and the less the place suggests 
5th Avenue and 42nd Street, the more restful it ought to be 
for you by way of change, 

.* t i 0 ' ■ L S* % " ' '* *' v ' ‘ 

There is-a, chance that Carolyn and Helen may pass back this 
way early.in June, to catch some of the shets they never did get 
early in M ay. But if they come, it will be but for one night, 
andthe four of us could have fun.together after the two of them 
had busied themselves wit ootton culture during the day and you 
and 1 had had a good go at everything from scrapbooks to 
Arenbourg and back again. 


Monday, May 8th, 1950 


Memorandum: 

Hot and humid with a promise of more for the morrow. 

Hot the vaguest suggestion of a gardenia in this nieghborhood. 
Perhaps they are waiting for the first wpek in June, whichdwould 
be ever so nioe. Our surviving bush at Arenbourg holds several 
buds and before sunup tomorrow,. I shall have a word wi^h it, 
recommending it hold everything for another month, don t 
you think so, 

' Mrs. Combs, the lady Budolph styles Brunhilda, passed this 
way today. She brought some tings for some of my Little Biver 
friends, clothing her children had out-grown. I was glad 
to learn something about the present souffle going on at north¬ 
western State College where charges and counter-charges have been 
flying tick and fast in the press, particularly of the Shreveport 
and m Q w Orleans papers during the past week. With. Dr. Combs on 
the faculty, word comes more direct than through the press, but 
in the present instance, it seems, the press has been comparatively 
mild. The ■“’resident who has the backing of the Administration, 
and colleges in Louisiana are fearfully subject to politics, ,- 
and to get back to the ^resident, he appears to have stirred up 
animosity on all sides, not only as a pawn of Baton Bou t e, but 
through lack of adroitness on his own part. But quite aside 
from his ineptitudes, he'made a blunder the other day when he 
instructed one of the officers of a student organization to recall 

by letter an invitation the organization had extended to M ayor 
Morrison to speak at some college dpings. The youth wrote 
one letter which the President asked tp see, and not lining 
t e hipt it contained that the withdrawal of the invitation 
was due to politics, foroed the youth fc sign another. The 
youth did os, but added a post script and then mailed the 


It's going to be hot-hot by June, I suppose but the 


back gallery of ^ucoa will be pleasant enough, what with the 
loint efforts.,of a big old eleotrio fan on the brick pavement and 
a swinging punka overhead. « 

It ocours to me you joigh want might find it oonveninet to 
sand a package by Parcel Post directly here, should you have 
in mind, a mLr. of heavy shoes or ootton stockings for the 
Arenbourg weeds or some kind of a odd frock for ounging about in, 
that you wouldn't care to toat all the way to Hew u rleans or where 
ever before reaching home base. And so I hope if -such a move 
would be helpful, you will send anything you wish to me, and 
I shall hold it confidentially, naturally, and the same or what¬ 
ever you wish added to it, can be sent back to 908 by parcel 
post from here, and at any time following your departure that 
is convenient. I am not very imaginative about plotting 
travel thoughts in advance,, but I know you will feel quite free 
to make.any arrangem nts along this line or any other, should 
they come to mind. 

The Black Swan artiole wasn't quite so bad in today's 
Pioayune as I had anticipated. Of course the thing was gummed up 
considerably with much eliminated by la bag, and, in one plaoe, 

I think 1 deteot the stupid_historiaal tampering of little Miss 
Alberta, of all people, but the important thing is that the 
article henceforth will be in print in the Pioayune files for 
future readers to consider if they care to. 
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Tuesday, May 9th, 196*0, 


I had a round with a coke bottle todaythat gave everyone 
in the store a start and didn't hurt me. I picked up two 
unohilled bottles from a oase and I guess one of them, slightly 
nicking the other, was in such a frame of mind as to explode, for 
explode it w± did, and with an impressive detonation. 

I had need of a manicure anyway, and to assist, the flying glass 
shaved off about a quarter of an inch of finger nail as neatly 
as you please, the piece of glass, in no way deterred by such 
a minor obstacle, drove into the palm of my hand, but as the 
splinter was large, I .pulled it out easily enough and in a few mi: 
my hand had stopped bleeding and X oould assure the imagers on, 
frightened by the explosion,, that nothing was amiss. Three or 
four times I have had coke bottles do odd tricks, but as these 
mishaps have always taken place in hot weather, I assume that the 
temperature is a contributing cause, bolstered, possibly, by 
an unusually high oharge of oarbonated water, to boot It seems 
to me 1 did once hear of someone being knocked aold by the top 
of the bottle which, in exploding, struck the man ip the temple, 
but that is the only fatality I oan reoall, altough every summer 
brings at least one report of the playfulness of this type of 
pop, and X reokon it does, pay to handle the unskilled stuff with 
deliotojjtust get. further particulars about a witch doctor, taken u- 
by the authorities not long ago, after a number, of skulls had beei 
foundooncealed about his cabin, or buried under his ^allerjr. The 
Sheriff gave several to Ur. Co bs for his laboratory and, on heari 


Memorandum: 

Arenbourg, the Ghapel of the Blessed Martin, Yucca,moi-meme, — 
it's everybody's birthday, thanks to'little Miss Lee of Lyme and 
I am hoping that in spite 'of the pressing demands of last minute 
preparations for her voyage, her day may have caught a measure of 
the reflected happiness which she bought to us. 

t 

Your air mail Of the 5th oame in this morningjs post, and 
30 million efforts on my part would not convey to you how happy 
X am to have your perfectly eleghnt letter. I marched to Arenbourg 
slap after dinner to consult with "the ohildren" and see what 
would be next. It was a happy hour X spent there before having to 
gallop back. 

I intended telling you to keep the Postell photostat but 
must have forgotten to mention it. When the wonderfully 
clear reproductions in.your true hand oame to me, I found 
they would be perfect for my scrapbook and I thought you might 
enjoy having the big one, but you can look for it again, if it 
fits in nicely with your arrangements for Cane River data. 

And may X mention the Chdpel of the Blessed H artin and in 
•what perfeot harmony the beautifully contrived iron work fits into 
the soene. I find their weight and material so substantial, and 
yet the design and lines so wonderfully wroughtthat they 
suggest a certain basio opulenoe that fits into the general 
tenor of the pleoe better than anything else oould jjossibley have 
done. They stand before the stained glass window on the 
white bench that temporarily serves as an altar. The oontrast of 
the dark glaam of 'their metal stands out maganifioiently in contrast 
with the white tapers they support, and the entire ui\it appears to 
supreme advantage, thus placed before the brilliance of the 
red and the blue of 'the square panes. I think you are going 
to like them even ’as I loved them at first sight, ^o wonder 
Willdamsburg put on its seal of approval. 

And may I thank you, too, for giving me such a splendid account 
of The Wisteria Trees" of which, of course, X had heard nothing. 

I am so glad you and the girl friend could spend such a pleasant evening 
together. Miss Hays seems to have brought forth another "The Gherry 
Orchard" and your kindness in giving the impression of the 
whole piece pleased ms no end. I should imagihe the balance 
between colored and white and the inter-play o'f racial personalities 
must have been particularly effective The last time I saw 
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"The Cherry u rohard" was at the 14th Street Repetoiry Theatre and, 
if memory serves, it was 3va leGallienne and Haximova dominating 
the thing. There was something awfully Slavic about their determination 
to get through to Moscow or where ever it was they were or were not 
going. I should imagine the Hayes treatments of going from 
the plantation on to Hew Orleans would be in quite 
vein and at once notalgio and lovely 
was i 


Wednesday, May 10th, 1960 


ifferent 

vein r and at once notalgio and lovely. Somehow your account 
-~3 so splendid, it was almost as though 1 had been present with 
you and such a lovely picture of your evening's entertainment 
went along so nicely with the lovely card enclosed with the 
oandelabra and the candles. What happiness yourvnrious manifestations 
of thoughtfulness have brought to me.* 

The clerk must have oome down from town a little earlier 
than usual this morning, for he tapped on my door a little 
before 6, bearing a cake, - a chocolate one, his wife had 
baked, for me. I reckon Celesta must have told him it was 
the day it was well in advance, but the gift was a surprise, for 
we don’t visit baok and forth, and I was entranced she remembered 
I liked ohocolate. 

* 1 U OV*' w * •*» v M ^ A “ 

Celeste and Madam Regard gave me one of those Awning stripped 
striped red and white summer dressing gowns that can be tossed 


Memorandum: 

Full summer and not much opportunity to labor with much 
xest during the major part of the day without melting a way to 
a grease spot. 

Herr und Frau Combs dropped in this afternoon. They 
had been looking over the prospeot of inseots in the cotton 
along c ane River. He told me he thought they were good, 
what with a boll weevil suddenly hopping up on his windshield as 
they were driving across the broad Magnolia acres. It's 
certainly goiog to be bad if those things decide at long last 
to work on automobiles instead of obtton, 

I think, both of them are rather depressed about the 
outlook for education in the State. The Ubw Orleans and 
Shreveport papers both carried additional blasts'against 
the administration.' At Baton Rouge, ex-Senator Fredericks 
stated that he proposed to appoint the Hatchitoohes College 
head for another season regardless. This gave the‘newwpapers 
an opining, for suoh appointments are supposed to be made 
by an 11 man Board. It is said Fredericks is pretty much 
running Louisiana the way'he pleases in his role as 
Executive Secretary to Governor L 0 ng who has been ill for 
a number of'months. A politician, the ex-Senator has 
about as much vision as one would'expect to find u nder a ohip 
in the hill hilly country. If it be true that people 
get the kind of Government they deserve, they surely Louisiana 

doesn t deserve rauoh and is getting just about that amount. 

o 

The clerk and I dined alone today, whqt with no guests 
and no "enrys about. J. a . went to Memphis this afternoon 
and returns tomorrow, 1 believe. Monday was the day, as I ‘ 
recall, that the Wenks were threatening to go to 'Hew York, but 
knowing them as do, they may well have gone or not gone. I 
have heard nothing, either direct or indireot, from that 
quarter. I certainly hope ■Hina Mclnness didn t tell Sister 
of her intention to come to M e i r0SQ 'during little Mi B s A. *s 
visit. And speaking of the latter, scheduled to arrive tomorrow, 
we have heard nothing from her but she will eventually 
be telephoning from town probably, either tomorrow or Friday. 

Her inordinate ability to gum up her travels fills me with 
astonishment and admiration, for in spite of her vast preparations 
she never makes a schedule and yet somehow or other manages to 
get through, in spite of everything. "A speoj.al.God for 
fools and drunks", I suppose, and little Mi S8 a. doesn't 


or striped red and white summer dressing gowns that can oe tossea 
into the tub at any moment, if ever worn, which is also problematical. 

After my r turn from Arenbourg at 2;30, I had to say Ho to 
a delegation for colored students from Mmden, where ever that is,- 
up Shreveport way 1 guess. They should have written ahead for 
a tour of course, and what with an appointment made in advance with 
a flook of bags from the college, that schedule had to be 
maintained, of course. Picture my surprise, following the tour, when 
arriving on my baok gallery where the tour ended and where L 
expected to toss them cokes, imagine my surprise, L repeat, when 
it was they would not only brought forth the cokes, but the 
biggest old birthday cake T ever had, a good 2 or 2 and a half 
feet aoross, and withal white with muoji name written on it in 
nasturtium colors and gay arrangements of flowers surrounding 
the oake itself-but stillresting on the plate, which was the 
biggest thing in galss sinoe J)r. Hofstader stirred up the Croning 
Glass eye. I suppose Geleste must have told the bags in advance 
that their tour coincided with my natal day, £fnd that was 
alright, although L should have been as happy, had she not 
heralded it qui«te so far. Still it was a pleasant surprise, 
and the oddest thing about it was the faot that I didn't 
know and never had seen a single one of the 20 or 30 bags who 
were giving thebollation. £nd so, when the tour wa.-. doneand 
we all said Goodbye, couldn t tell for the life of me who 
had been host and who had been guest °f course there was tons of 
oake left, and so I removed the chocolate cake ^gene had brought 
me in the morning, reserving it for myself, and put a section 
of the other oake, equal in size to the plate, and thus was able to 
send cake up the road, even as it had oome down in the morning. 

And so turns out the day, and colored friends came and cake .-.as all over 
the plaoe and candles burned kkein the C 
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believe in stimulents, — that's why she dtinks a billion 
cups of ooffee a day. 


I can t think why I am so far behind in my correspondence, 
but such seems to be the case, I note from Helen indicates she 
made it home alright but the route from here to Waoo last 
week was frought with many fallen trees and toppling telephone 
poles Only God and the State Department probably knows where 
Carolyn f may be. *elen said she got the impression that while 
Carolyn s job is interesting, it is inclined to be a bit on 
the lonely side, what with flying about the country as she 
does, and Helen says she will be glad when Carolyn settles down 
on-her Marshall farm. So will I, for if ever I feel an impulse 
to drop her a line, I shall at least know where to address it, 

f " ' •' ' ' U '' 1 V O. • — A V VJ v ' • ‘ 

,. Since Sunday quite a few pilgrims, none of whom I haven't 
chanced to know, have asked if they might see the portrait - 
of The Black Swan, I am always surprised when people, and 
especially those not at home base, read such items in a newspaper. 
Perhaps I mentioned 1 got a letter off to time l with a 
bigger T), enclosing the article and pointing out the 
D. A. R. paradox, ‘I never see that magazine, although it 
is on the local subscription list, but, should any reference 
be made to it in that periodical, I reckon 1 shall hear* about 
it, 

I think A forgot to say in yesterday's letter that you 
should have no worries about inconveniencing the Bands or fear 
of not finding them at home, for there is always somebody there 
and as they usually get under full sail before dawn in the 
morning and_never fold up before midnight, you aren't likely 
to disturb anybody' no matter what hour you may telephone 7532, 

I.am not certain, but 1 am under the impression Ed. Rand, his 
wife, Florence, and their daughter, *llen Locket, are 
living withe his parents at the moment. But in the event 
their telephone should be out of commission or some such. Dr 
Band s office number is in the telephone book and his 
secretary, ^iss Dunbar, will set you straight. In view 
of your elegant letter of yesferd*iy, I dropped Mrs. Band a 

along tfhe news theft she would undoubtedly be hearing 
< from you during the week of June 5th. You will' of oourse feel 6 
* fr ® 9 1° aoc0 Pt their hospitality if, by chanoe, you 

shouid contact any of the children,' for they are just ke 
kind as the *anda, pere et mere, and will be delighted to 
. take you from where ever your plane sets down to where ever. I 
am under the impression they are not far from the air port too 
and so you shouldn t have to wait long for them after telephoning. 

.. ^^Sorae midnight hued friends oalled late last night, we 
lighted the tapers in the Ohapel and ohatted for a while* It was 

80mSh0Wl f9lt ^ SPlrit LydiS oI«l. 0 or 
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Memorandum: 

• * : 

A week ago,when Ora dropped in to see me for a few minutes 
before attending the party next door, she asked my advise about 
how a letter should be contrived to the Estate of H. Henry, 
telling them the Bresbyterian Ghurch in "atchitoohes, to whioh 
their “‘■other belonged, was trying to raise money for an organ, 
and whether it should be on a personal basis, - the approach, or not, 

I recommended a straight business letter, and that was that. 

In the following mail, however, I naturally sent hef a little 
contribution, Henae- the letter enclosed, and don't you think it 
kind of D awy er Williams to want to weave a prayer^rug for our 
Qhapel, 

And another nice thing happened today. Before dawn or rather after 
dawn but before sunrise, as I was passing through the bamboo hedge 
of the White Garden, heading for Arenbourg, I saw an old negro 
couple rather fertively pass through the side gate into the n hite 
Garden and just a little hesitantly approaoh the back gallery, 
pause for a moment, and then o^en the door to the Chapel and 
enter, ^aturally I continued on my way to weeds. 

On my return to,*ucca a couple of hours later, I made 
my.usual round of the u hapel, all properly closed and quiet. 

Only one thing was different, —an old fashioned water glass, 
turned purple by a hundred Louisiana suns, stood on the floor before 
the little bench I call the altar, and in it a little nosegay of 
field flowers. Somehow the stained glass behind the altar grew misty 
before my eyes. It had all been accomplished so quietly and 
the little floral offering was so pitifully raetfger and sweet. 

Just pefore A started for the store with the rdail at 9, 
one of my ancient negro friends tapped at my door. He wanted to 
tell qe. that} he and his wife had been to u huroh this morning,' for 
it was 16 years ago this cotton ohopping time that their son had 
died and t,hey "felt like- us-es wants to go to a plaoe sioh as it 
toecan sen of him and everybody say you say it's alright for us-es 
to go to your church." 

And so, what with such testimony in a single day from two such 
widely separated, spaoes on the social ladder, I cannot give much conern 
to people like u adam Band or any of the B a tohitoohes gentry who oontrive 
to work themselves into a stew beoause Yuooa houses out ^hapel. 
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And in today's post comes a letter from lois tester of Waverly. 

1 am not sending it along because, I want to quote from it eventually 
in the ^aSon artiole. Frbm one setence in the letter comes the 
surprising morseIf of news, suggesting, or not implying but 
rather leading me to infer that everybody seems to have had 
a finger in the Audubon bird pie, for in her letter, Lois 
remarks in passing that on one of the plates of the original 
Elephant Edition, is penned on the back, - I believe in Mr. Audubon's 
hand, that "this bird was drawn by my wife, Lucy", - or some such. 
Before we get done with collecting such information, I shall not be 
at all surprised to learn.thAt Mr, A,'s c ntemporaries, everybody 
from Abraham hi n00 ln to Queen Victoria and back, splashed in at 
least a couple of feathers in the imposing assortment* 


'And from Robina'comes a letter saying that she is writing to 
Briarwood to invite Caroline to drive with her to Melrose on 
Saturday, May 20th, giving them an opportunity to spend the day 
with everybody, including little iliss ^iterta. She says her plan 
Caroline erfrly and drive to Melri 


is to pick up Caroline esfrly and drive to Melrose, taking Caroline 
back in the evening and spending the night with her at Briarwood, and 
so get back to Shreveport on Sunday. It sounds like a good plan. 


nd from Lora oomeb a package of birthdhy shirts, some pastel 
shades of the sport variety, and each with down swing neck lines 
except one which is something after the cut of' my favorite shirt 
presented to me by that lady of lyme, only instead of being pale-pale 
it ie somewhere between canary and maize, whioh, if I ever appear 
in it,- ought to drive all the local orioles crazy* 


1 


*J r other aspects of mental confusion, nothing has been’heard 
from little Mies Alberta, soheduled to make her bow on the 11th. 
Paynie-oame puffing in to see me about first dark in a complete flurry 
after• having taUed with ^ina Moines’s husband in Baton Rouge today. 

m o 8 ™?? ? ®aw .tj he at his home in Shfeveport last 

7 ife ^. and th « he learned that JJina and some other 

lady was or were fixing to come to spend 10 days at .Melrose with 

little Mis 8 Alberta. I had expeoted Una to come for a little visit 
1 /so^ooly expected her to be here for the duration of little 1 ’ 

Miss A. s visit. a S to the identity of the third woman, I can't 
imagineeither her "name or station". Paynie was in but a complete 

Ha W °? 1 5 Wfi ?J t0 000u Py Mother' 8 room, eto.,eto. 

e also told me Joe and uanita would be in tomorrow from Texas - 
information he must have picked up from J. h, I suppose for H 
and Joe do much telephoning in lieu of letter writing. * * * 


And so the wheels turn and M ay nth draws' to a dose. 


1 reckon I should have made this Memo shorter, what with all 
the preparations you hhve to make, prior to your departure* Bd 

which Von "ill be addressed the last one for a 
little spell, and then your vacation will really start in earnest. 

I hope all is running smoothly and you are able to get an occasional 

your^e^frturd.. 80 that y ° U ^ DOt b6 t0 ° tired at the moraeut of 


I 
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Friday, May 12th, 1960. 


-‘emorand.un: * .. 

And so the week runs out, ,still hot and humid with a 
cloud coverage making it seem more so. 

^ • +* Jm - 

And by the time this comes to your true hand, you will be 
practically ready to take off. The enclosures will,.suggest what came 
in today's post. Isn't it grand that the Manhattan-Mexican jaunts 
coincide so perfectly. I have responded to the letter of la bag, 
remarking upon the delights of the thermometer readings in Manhattan 
in ^ay and the higher altitudes in Mexico, both of which will 
insure delights .for the repsective travelers, <and naming nobody. But 
I did add, just for good measure that I understood Joe and Juanita 
are plannin to come here on the 20th of May, thus forestalling 
a visit on Sister's part, and so leaving the road open for Bobina 
and Caroline. 

Mrs. Rahd came this afternoon with three ladies. *>he had. 
received a note from me in the morning and wanted to say with yow muoh 
pleasure she looked forward to you impending visit. I wanted to 
get a line to her so that she would have your namewell fixed in her 
mind, for she probably has never seen it spelled out, before. 

She seemed to be ever so much mor like her old self and 
was as gay as could be. She wanted to know if I wanted the old 
contraption she has for grinding out beaten biscuit, with a 
view to putting it in the museum. 1 would. *he also entranced me 
by bringing the first gardenias of the season, for the looal bushes 
still seem to be holding back their explosions, in anticipation, I 
think, oi y° ur impending visit, furiously enough, the older bushes 
of “‘elrose seem ever so much behind the same geneology in the 
Arenbourg "apartment, which seems odd, indeed, since the older the 
bush, the earlier they usually seem to grow into little mounds of 
pdrfumed white. 

Early this morning, Celeste went on a feolic with some of her 
girl friends to Shreveport. I talked with Aina long distance, 
advising her to stage her. visit along about next mid week sometime. 
*'rom her 1 learned what none of us new here, - and so typioal 
it is that we should Ijhus get information, - to wit, that little 
Miss Alberta will arrive in Natchitoches about LOS.30 tonight, 
instead of on the 11th, as we had earlier been given to understand. 








J 
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§he usually stays here but ten days, which ought to put her 
back at 823 Royal well before your arrival in the Gresoent City. 

I need scarcely need add that should you contaot her, it would 
be sufficient to say you are a friend of mine, poised to take 
off for Mexioo, for unless Celeste mentions it to her, she 
wont have b worry about your ^elrose plans. 

And while I think of it ,in speaking of M ew Orleans, it is 
said a restaurant named Cobb's has good food I don't * know where 
it is but 1 believe the place is well known. It has none of the 
fashion of Antoine's whioh at the moment seems to be living 
more on past prestige than present food excellence. I think 
you will find the food at the Monthel'eon Hotel good, too, if you 
t are able to get away from the nouveau .set up of the Roosevelt to 
dine. I think Hew u rleans food is as safe as that of any 
•amerioan city and. probably the sea foods, if you care for shrimp 
. and the like, .will be excellently prepared. 

, •* . i V. .i. ■ t 

, you probably know about Mexico, I need scarcely remark 

th.atits food is dubious and it is hast to avoid native dishes 
unless pretty thoroughly cooked, with a care given-'to avoiding 
any greens or other raw things. In Mexico City, it seems to 
be the poncensus of opinion that one should eat at • American 
restaurants. Chase and ^ariborn, if I remember correctly, being 
one of thp more popular. 

Oh, yes, and if you should find yourself, while South of the borde-J 
in the Bill Spratling town of Tasko or however it is spelled, do 
by all means contaot Nathalie Soott for as an old resident of the 
country, she ought to be able to give.you a heap of helpful 
hints, apd she will be particularly gald to contact one who will 
be seeing the Rands so shortly. 

, 80 » U 8 the old phrase hast it, "all that remains for me to 

do is-to speed the parting guest". , 

I shall be traveling with you in thought from the 18th 
forward, hoping that every minute of the trip may be grand, and 
at the same time counting the days to the 5th or 6 th of June or 
whenever it is convenient for you to pause in your flight along 
about that time. , 

, furiously enough I can't get L. J. out of my mind, knowing 

full well how rauqh she is going to miss you during the impending 
weeks, b^t her lost} is my gain and she, too, will be counting 

the days...,. 
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Sunday, May 14th, 1950. 

Nina telephoned just before supper last night. I took the 
call in the office. I recommended she come down Tuesday, spend 
t e night and return home Wednesday, giving her an opportunity to 
do a little painting and chatting with little Mi S s . 4 , She felt 
odd about the withdrawal of the invitation Celeste had extended, 

* and doubted if she would come. I appreciated her viewpoint. 

Dr. and M rs , Band came this afternoon while little Miss A. 
was sitting with me on the gallery at *ucca. Celeste came over. 

Coversation good. Dr. 'Band brought me a clipping about the Natchez 
Garden Club buying the'Priest's house of Spanish .times, planning to 
move it to some site, the present owners intending to tear it down to 
create a parking lot. Dr. Band said he had received a note from 
Dr. Mattas and* the latter had dedicated some book to Dr. Rand. 

• 

The Bands took my guests to their came for a chat and a whiz in 
the speed boat. I demurred their invitation on the hoax I was 
expecting pilgrims. I broke my routine by having .supper with 
little Mi SS at Celeste's, just the 4 of us, including Madam Regard. 
Little Mi SS A. got out on a limb, denouncing people of 65 and over 
with relatives of wealth who accept u ld Age Pension oheoks. I tried 
pinching and pushing her knee under the table, to get her off the track, 
what with M a dam Regard doing just what Miss A. was complaining about, 
but little Miss A.'s only reaction was tp ask me what I was pushing 
her for. 


Monday, u ay 15th, 1950. ^ 

People from Ardmore, °klahoma draw up at the gate just as 
I am going to the store. Ihey mention having seen the Swan article 
in the Picayune and inquired if it might be possible to see it. 

It would. Little Miss A. says Mary Rose Brandford ig living in Santa 
Fe, A 'ew Mexico where she is courting some newspaper man, her son living 
in Ngw Orleans attending Ailane To mys* surprise, little Miss A. 
seems to like- the Chapel A letter from Mrs. Holloman, asking if 
she oan pass this way on Saturday or Sunday. "hat with Robina and 
Caroline D. scheduled for Saturday, I respond with a'grea^ big No, 
recom?.ending- she come some week day, since she is free after 10:30 a.m. 

Grandpa wilts under the unusual heat. He has never oared for 
milk and always gives his share to Little Grandpa and-her offspring. 

Meat seems to be the only thing he does like. Three times during 

the past 5 days he has spent most of the time curled up on the 

gallery during which time I have seen little grandpa bring him 

a nice fat rat she has oapture. Without•taking a mouthful of the 

meat herself, she brings him the freshly dispatched animal and 

having plaoed it.beside her friend, has turned and walked away, whereupon 

Grandpa has manifested signs of a returning apetite. This is 

the only instance * ever witnessed such attention on the part of 

one animal for another, but the friendship between motherly little 

grandpa and her friend, altered Grandpa, is extraordinary. 
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Thursday, ^ay 18th, 1960 


Tuesday, ^ay 16th, 1950 
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Manhattan minded all day, what with this being 
the magical date for %ss Lydia's flight intofreedom. 

Oyer the fence Harper Bazaaxpreparations proceed in antici¬ 
pation of a card party Saturday afternoon, and concentra¬ 
tion of efforts to mate everything spick and span must have 
impelled a hastey reading of'the mail, for I was told 
.of a note received in the morning 'mail initiating a friend 
would he in -New ^rleans today Little ^iss Alberta sat until 
0:00 with Celeste on the lat’ter's gallery and the two, returning 
to the big house, thought thej/ heard a screen door close as 
they entered the place, *11 lights were turned on in the 
house and they screamed for me, I pointed out the only 
prowler was a dog which had entered the kitchen through 
an unlatched door and departed by another, "Little" Liam 
dropped by to chat for a few moments before going to the 
honkey tonk for a conference about next Sunday's baseball 
game, I understand he is the' star "elrose member of the team. 

•^e wanted to ask me if it‘was true that tie vines which 
run so rioutously along fences and through the grown cotton 
plants are really, as people say, the metamorphosis of the 17 
. year locust which, they say, after gXMdc going into the 
• ground in the autumn of one year, comes up as a tie vine the 
following summer, Se says the old folks say they can always 
tell when next year's crop of tie vines are going to be 
plentiful, since the prediction can be made by the abudnanoe 
of inseeqt sounds at first sun down, for by noticing 
how many locusts are then "sawin' on their fiddles", one 
can determine that a like amplitude of tie vines will be 
present the coming season, 

Saturday, May 20th, 1950, _ 

A heavy shower about 3 a.m. unfolded scads of gardenias 
and magnolias which I gathered before 6 for Celeste in anticpa- 
tlon of her party. At 11 oamea flock of plantation friends, 
knocked out of labor by the heavy rains during the night. 

I let them entertain themselves on the gallery while my 
secretary ran through the mail with me as I disported in the 
tub. There was a grand letter from Miss Lee, indicating the 
decks had been cleared for departure, and enclosing cu munica¬ 
tions regarding her Louisiana visit. In the morning e P 0S J» 
too, came a package which I take to be for Mise oa, • probably 
7 league boots or some such, and so I didn t open it, ihe 
Dormon-Lenholme duo arrived a little after 11 and remkined until 
4. Everything was ever so pleasant throughout, and 
the Sherry Hobina brought was excellent, wit a glass of it, 
or rather half a wine glass of it starting Caroline' tongue going 
a mile a minute. Little Hiss Alberta disdained any stimulant, 
being devoted to unadorned black ooffee 20 times a aay. Little ~ii 
A. couldn't resist her unfailing impulse to start an argument, ^ 
Somebody mentioned how upset the “■adara was following her Mother s 
funeral, not beoause of her ^other's passing but because 
her own daughter was drunk. "How do you know she was drunk , w 
oueried little MisB A. "We sent her to the Mairose laboratory , 
was the answer. "I never knew they had one was Mies *. s response. 


Marvelous weather but humid, and so found myself all a-driop 
before good sun up at Arenbourg. 

. Mrs. Hand oame in afternoon, bringing Mrs. Gaston Porterie, Mrs. 
Vfetaraark, Des Evans and Ed.'s littl-e girl, Ellen, with her colored nurse 
They were for ray delectation, but for the African House she brought 
a .beaten bisouit grinder, an ante bellum contraption when ample 
strong arms there wew to beat the biscuit, after whioh they were 
rolled through the grinder on this outfit, looking much like a * 

clothes wringer, the doe coming through and resting on a marble slab 
whioh forms the top of the thing, which is about the size of a 
sewing raaohine. The rollers are of copper or iron. Once on the 
sl,ab, the stuff was cut into whatever shape desired and put in pans 
and baked. I guess it was a good idea but it does seem like a lot 
of excitement in contrast to a rolling pin or some such flattening 
agency which certainly would have taken up a lot let room end a 
heap less care. ♦ 

t c - ' - 

She also brought and planted for me a fine gardenia, placed 
at the end of the front gallery. It is said to bloom periodically 
throughout the year. She brought another of a smaller variety, but 
the plant itself .of imposing dimensions, with the idea of 
putting it in the Chapel. I sent back by her a*big old pot 
of red (President) and white (Eureka) oannas for her Mother 

A galaxy of fire flies compensated the ‘<hite Garden tonight for 
the absence of the moon which is two or three weeks will be combining 
kith them and little Miss Lee to make the night perfect. * 


spend Saturday at Melrose, arriving about 10 a.m., Caroline to 
meet Hobina somewh&re along the main highway between threveport 
and Kampti. What with the project dependenat upon the Lormons, it 
may be 12 or 2 before they blow in. Little Miss A. gave me a lecture 
on Mrs. Eddy s religion. She explains Charles had little or no 
chance of getting well on it since no husband or whife has much 
opportunity to practite the required faith if the spouse doesn't 
join whole heartedlyin the business It's lucky for the Baer people 
that asperin works’on the taker and correction of a man's headache 
when the tablet is swollowed depends upon whther his wife subscribes 
or not. Little Miss a. had on a gay gingham dress on whioh I 
complimented her. She seemed pleased and said she paid 50 cents for 
it at a garbage sale. I expressed astonishment, - Patou out of 
the tr^sh oan. She asked me If I had never been to a garbage sale. 

I hadn t. She explained people give things to a group and the latter 
sells it at reasonable prices. I opined it must be something like 
sales I used to go to in L a tchez, but there they called them 
rummage sales. She pondered on the word and allowed as how that might 
be the terra they use in liew Cleans, too. 
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Sunday, May 21st, 1950. 

. 1 J t J le new moon tonight. I wonder from what vantage 

point it is being viewed by the Louisiana traveler of Lyme. 

Weather marvelous, - hot, humid, all blue and gold and 

a + P ^ aSant b 5 90Z9# Abou-fc 50 pilgrims, per schedule, arrived 
at 10 a.m., being a group of historically minded people 
from central Louisiana. About a third of them were interested 
in the tour, I reckon, which is a high average. The 
rest were the type that likes to spill over into the kitchen 
t ?J i9 ?L the , raodern butaine S*a stove and confuse the cook 
while the glories of ante bellum colored culture are being 
expounded in the library. I oontaoted perhaps three 
civilized members of the party whioh is also a high average 
when such a number requires looking after. The Hands were 
at their camp in force, - 5 cars at least, but I believe it 
was mostly the younger set. 

Lon^ moved from Little River to ^ane River, the little 
house hard by the spillway, across the road from Clemence. 

°™. 9 J? talk W1 . th rae ab ° ut "rigging up" his new place. I 
offered him a couple of hundred feet of wire fence that will 
stretch along the public road in frdnt of his place, and 
so discourage his offspring from getting run over. We 
talked about his hogs and chickens and where they would be 
be concentrated in order to allow the planting of 
flowers and shrubbery. 

% second secretary, referring to a faucet left running 

in P thH d fl^« W °J d -, b ? iefly !! bhe ourious way it seems to be used 
in thi^ area. Explaining that the * watef was filling the •not 

to overflowing, he said; "It was running it briefly S and was 
near about ready to run over'."- y 


0(A*i 
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Monday, May 22nd, 1950. 

Curious how my mind travels ,up and dow«i the country from 
Manhattan to Mobile, and why it should be turning Mobile over 
and over I can't imagine. Perhaps a post card from 
Alabama may indioate Old -^yme has slipped down in that 
direction, 

* • ’■* ■ 1 • < ! 1 Y.» 

An allegory expressed musioally might oover a local 
episode. 

Say, for example, Tsahaikovski had oomposed a symphony 
entitled Melrose. Its copyright was held by the Henxy- 
Rubensteins. A group of musio lovers, being unable to 
view the soore any place else, requested permission to inspect 
it. The Henry-Rubensteins, being the owners, granted 
permission, but turned the group over to the conductor whose 
role 1 might play. The pilgrims came and, to their enchantment, 
not only were permitted .to examine the score but were 
entranced when the conductor offered thema whole rendition 
of the piece, -together with a vast amount of additional 
material which he had labored over all by himself, - material 
quite outside the limited Melrose symphony but compositions 
of exclusive interest to the pilgrims in other fields of 
composition. On getting ready,to depart, the pilgrims in 
a burst of appreciation and enthusiasm, pooled expressions 
of their,appreciation to the conductor and presented him 
with the same with the suggestion it be used as he pleased to 
further his research which he had so unexpectedly shared with 
them. The wife of one of the n enry-Rubensteins ohanoed 
to pass at the moment, and thrilled by the enchantment of 
the pilgrims, subscribed to their impulse and insisted that 
conductor should graciously reoeive their expression. 

Everyone yearned happy about the whole thing and au revoirs were 
said all round. 

And then, this morning when, 1 went for the post, one 
of the Henry-Rubensteins said that his wife had spoken 
of the matter and that the corporation couldn't aocept the 
gift, I hadn’t thought of it as a gift either to 
Tsohaikovfcki or th the copyright owners, but rather to 
the conductor-who had done what he oould to interpret and 
add to the enjoyment and musioal knowledge of the pilgrims, far 
beyond the limits of the mere reading of the soore of the 
Melrose Symphony. Still, the conductor oould see the 
oopyright owner’s view point and so the gift was turned over 
and a check to an equal amount was forwarded with a letter, 
written by the oopyright owner to athe leader of the 
pilgrims, saying no gift oould be acoepted on the part of 
the H enr y.H U b 0ns teins. 

( • ^ ji-. 

It has nothing to do with the case, but the conductor 
out of his own pocket had twice paid for having the stage 
prepared for the reoeption of the pilgrims, a week ago 
when they had been expected, according to the copyright owners, 
and the following week when said copyright owners recalled 

SS'dSS of'the nm.° ! ea “- ha4 b08D madS ° n hls palt ”6«ding 
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Tuesday, May 23rd, 1950, 

' T <l.*f OH 1)1' Q'A '1 , G J. . -* OJ 1:.’^. • Jl... 

r. y , - . |t ^ q • ifi 1 » > t • .»• 1 ' • • *■ i» r / 

Following Friday ngiht's rain, everything in the vegetation* 
department is Jumping and the power lawn mower is silent, waiting 
lor a missing part, lost last week. The grass is climbing to 
astonishing heights all over the plaoe, 

Mrs. Combs dropped by and dropped in t’o see little 
Mi3S alberta dn her lastest efforts of her paint brushes. 

After Mrs. Combs departed, little Miss Alberta said she 
seemed like a t nice person but it was seldom she could like 
ayone who worked for ,t e welfare department. Said little 
Miss Alberta; ni f peoplq would pay attention to .life and 
work the way X. always have, there wouldn’t be any need for 
welfare vjorkers and I wouldn't h^ve to help paying their 
siiaries with my tax money." 

The elder Morgan or old John J). t couldn't have expressed 
Ijheir own ideas on the subject more pointedly, 

While at supper, I was advised Miss Bowman of the 
college had arrived, bringing a flock of pilgrims with her. 

They waited and at first dark 1 prepared to give them a 
quick tour,'all the houses being in order, for i had made 
a round immediately following the Sunday tour with the 
Historical Society people. On entering the Bindery, I 
noticed what I-took to be a sprig of pecane leaves on the 
floor, but on gathering up thq spring, 1 discovered the 
object to be a number of bills which must have fallen from 
my pooket on Sunday, immediately following the departure 
of the pilgrims when 1 had made a round of the buildings 
before putting their finanoial contribution into a little 

tin box of its own. Misere.now the Henry-Rubensteins have 

forwarded a check, reimbursing the pilgrims for what was 
thought to be the amount they had left, and here is some additonal 
money which must have been in the original contribution and 
lost. The ^ord alone knoww how much'else may.ftave been 
saotterred pbout, since naturally I did net count the money 
when it was handed to me in handfuls. On receiving the 
oheck, they will think somebody short-changed them in making 
the return. There has been suoh a rumpus, as etween 
husband and wife, in the family of the oopyright owners, that 
bringing up the matter, again would be like tossing an atom 
bomb into the midst of things. I think 1 sha 1 give the 
money to the wife and let her hand it to one of the 
offioers of the sooiety whom she knows pefsonally. 1 hope 
she meanders to his fair oity before long so this mess, - so 
uncalled for, oan be oleaned up a little, although the stains 
of misunderstanding will p obably never be quite rubbed out. 
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Wednesday, May £4th, 1960. 

A letter from — of all places —Mobile. 

A telephone this afternoon at 5 from Hew Orleans,...How nioe, 

Forever I shall marvelat the elimination of Space and 
Time and how they both are obliterated bythe daily presence 
of those we cherish most who, by being forever ipith us, never 
really seem remote so that the sound of a voioe, perhaps not 
heard in a year or a deoade, sounds just as familiar as though 
it had been heard a few minutes before. 

The day all sunshine and gold and, hfcppy omen, my pet 
gardenia put out its first bloom this evening. 


Thursday, May 25th, 1950. 

The weather continues splendid and it was pleasant to * 
think of Miss -^ee possibly heading out for South of the Rio Grande 
as scuffled around among the weeds at Arenbourg, for starting 
in that direction means an earlier trip hack in the Arenbourg 
direction. 

The Hnipmayers came in the morning, with little news save 
a Government statement that the country is short 800,000 cats and 
that the high death toll taken by automobiles of skunks, plus the 
other shortage, means the oountry is facing a rat problem of 
serious proportions, 

Mrs. Holloman oame in the afternoon. 1 did some work with 
her while somebody's Aunt ^ottie who oame with her entertained 
little Mi s s Alberta. 

The lark •Wika passed by thiB evening. He likes the new 
place he is now dwelling on the Spillway bayou. In spite of 
the mid summer temperatures currently obt, ining, he says he 
has to close his windows by midnight, the breeze from, the 
river is so oool. I hope air oiroulation next Christmas will 
not he as strong proportionately. 


Friday, May 26th, 1950. 

I found little grandpa dead on the lawn near the big house this 
morning. She must nave found some poison recently put out by the 
iarish A 8a ith department. a qx fur was wet - wet, however, which seems 
odd. oan only suppose the heavy dew of the grass oould explain what other 
wise would suggest drowning, I am wondering where her kittens oould have 
gone, for they haven t shown up today. I had little ^iss Alberta make 
a sketch of the original St. ^uguBtin's Churoh as appears in the portrait 
of Grandpere, feeling it may be of interest both for J the artiole on 
Jane Mver Churches and also for data or artioles on the Jentenary of 

SlWt011 ° f th9 ln 
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Friday, ^ay 26th, 19501 * ' 

• • • • • 

A Lew w rlQRB8 letter from Lydia, clearly indicating she has 
.seen and comprehended more in one or two little tours about the 
Orescent Oity than most people who visit the plaoe annually for a 
life time. And thus onoe more is the truth established that 
we find at the end of the road to Paradise about what we have brought 
with us, * 

9 *- ^ *' • 

A package from Robina containing summer oandles for the 
Ohapel, little lew, fat ones that will not collapsewhen the termometer 
gets to carrying on, and yet, in spite of their smallness of stature, 
they,will burn ten hours at a stretch, 

I entiaea little Miss Alberta to *uoca where she made a sketch on 
canvas, stressing browns and graens,- of the original St. Augustin s 
Church, from the original painting of ^randpere, 1 think it 
ever so much better than the one tossed off previously, ^ring the afte 
noon so eone remarked something to hex an me bout 'the *ucoa ohapel, 
wherein sh? remarked she was convinced L must be a Catholic since 
she couldn t imagine anybody contriving such a Chapel for anyone 
belonging to another faith, I take it she would consider building 
nothing of the sort unless it were to the glory of. u ary Baker iSddy. 


Saturday, -lay 27th, -1960, 

, J-ittle ^iss A. left by bus for *»ew Orleans this morning. 

She was -ready with duffle at her feet and hat on her head on the 
front gallery thre^ hours before it was *time for her to start. She 
sensed -faynie didn t much fanoy her presence here and doubts if she 
will ever come back* c 

In the afternoon a messa@ from the merchant-planter indicated 
Madame de ^ontespan was in the region. I was invited to 
pay ray respects at* a nearby camp, The master, I think within 
her hearing, asked me what i thought about having her to supper. 

I thought not, even though the place is comparatively void of 
people, Celeste having «aken a two day retreat at Borne religious 
institution In the Alexandria oountryside and Regard 

having gone to spend the week end with ^ise Sally at ^agnolia, 
i'he General came about 8 o'clock to spend the night. 
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oorxeotioti; ' 

aotual dates covered ax® * * 

Monday, Bay 29thth, through Saturday, Juna 3rd, I960. 

Monday through Saturday, * * 

May 28nd - May 27th, 1960. 

What' a disappointment for the great Catherine had Potemkin 
been inoapaaitated Just at the moment preparations should 
have been started for the glorifioation of the country¬ 
side in anticipation of her long awaited trip to 
the Qrimea. 

«i • 

as for my part, I had planned dusting off a heap of 
weeds at Arenbourg and smoothing out a half dozen grass 
plots at Yucca in anticipation of next week's visit, when 
Lo.' I awoke on Monday morning to discover I was possessed 
of all the outward abdoniraal curves' of a prospective mother. 

At the bast of my stomach buldged what I had supposed to be 
a tick into a full blown oarbunfcle. The ramification 
of the darned thing, spreading and swelling all through 
the sex department made stading or sitting upa torture. And 
so !■ remained pretty much flattened out all day, getting up 
only to go to the r ost Office and to pass by Celeste's for 
a shot of coffee, realizing that if I admitted I 
remained flattened out, so much fuss for attending me would 
knock me out completely. Assuming there isn't much to 
do in such a physical situation but await for the expanding 
business to complete its concentration. 1 continued to stay 
put while plans for pretty-ing up the Crimeahad to go 
by the boards' completely. *nd thus Catherine will 
view her kiugdom in a light even less favorable than it usually 
appears. And while the disappointment at the initial view may 
be the more dsiappointing and depressing*, still, being a 
soul of substanoe and imagination, perhaps she will even 
conolude that it was better that way, for with realities in 
evidenoe, plans for future'developements may be the more 
intell gently pursued. 

But even though x had been able to mosey about, perhaps 
little would have been' accomplished for the rains this week 
have been torrential andalmost daily. Cane Liter is higher 
than at-any time since the flood of 1945. Grass and weeds 
thus standing in water have flourished seodrely without any 
chance to the power mower or the weed knife disturbing their 
aotivity, but the same moisture inaucing growth in that 
section is undoubtedly--f-avo-r-ing the- magnolias and 
persimmons and pear trees, and so, in the end, the week 
will not, perhaps, have been all on the debit side 

Pat came home for a ten day vacation on Wednesday, after 
which he will r tu n to ", a. u. -^aw School for Bummer *ohool. 

**onie kind of Mrs. Rand, Millard Cragon, or some such, came to 
see me on Wednesday, he had seen Paul **-lng in Boston last week, 
and the latter had recommended that he pass by Melrose to ;ee me 
on his r turn to Lew u rleans. I wish he had come last 
week, for he might have had a better reoeption, but somehow I 
managed to give him a little tour, and H Spite of much twisting 
and revolving about on my ohalr, aid suoceea in t v 

mm* . 






- . ....._,_ 
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Sunday, ^ay 28th, 1950, 

Hot and sunny Uutil 9'?30, With thunder showers the balanoe 
of the day until ni b ht when a brilliant moon appeared about 

9. 

The General and I breakfasted alone together, 
na spoke of the Derby and the pleasant social tjyne at Churchill 
Downs. He mentioned a recent reception in Baton Rou 6 e or 
Hew w rleans for Frances Tarkingson Keyes and said he found 
her cold, aggressive and thoroughly unsooial but said he 
liked her book about -Louisiana. He said he t ought it 
would be a pity if the Republicans nominated iSisenhauer for 
president in 1950, since the General was no politician to start with 
and would probably win and that his ^residential office would 
probably end up by tarnishing his military fame, he said 
he was doing alright as -^resident of Columbia and had been 
hired for that post for two cardinal teasons, - to 
• attract money even as .did Nicholas Murray "utler, and to 

weed out Communism in the institution, especially in Teacher s 
College. I presume the first re;.son is correot but 1 doubt 
if the second is I have no doubt the' millionaire friends in 
the Churchill Downs set and thb heavy brass in military circles 
incline to find Communism under every political and educational 
chip, 

t 

I was glad to dine along with J. and the General at 
noon, immediately after which the "-enrys departed for t town. I 
went to the Rands for barbecued chicken at 4 and didn t get 
back uutil 8. The food was marvelous, the crowd rather too 
extensive and t e desire too strong to get back home again, for 
conversation v.ae dull, what with the conversationalists captured by 
the nit-wits to play oards. The half dozen children present 
had a wonderful time swimming from the dook bid the rowboat 
while the grown ups apparently got a kick churnning up Cane River 
in the’ speed boat while the others dabbled atcards. something 
tells me I am likely to go later and return earlier in the 
future, what wit all the stuff around here 1 want to do, 
including the reception of my own friends who, living not in 
Alexandria, wont need to go in for water sports and oard games 
while visiting me. 



Sunday, June 4th, 1950. 

Pleasant day. Few pilgrims. .Little aotivity. 

Dr. Rand came and gave me some kind of a shot. Advised hot 
pads now and then for the oarbunkle. 

Frances Rand and B. Randolph came with him, both hearing much 
food by way of a solitary banquet. Folded up at first dark. 


Monday, June 5th, 1950. 

A letter from Miss Lydia from the oapitol of Maximilian and 
Ghaxaotta. Wednesday will be the magical day. I talked with 
Mrs. Rand who will be at the air port. I crept around a little 
but lack sufficient energy to exert much physical effort, sorry 
peasants can't be dancing on the hill sides as Catherine pursues 
her iourney into the Crimea. 


Tuesday,, June 6th, 1950. . . T . 

a plane is winging its way up from South of the border, it 
was so pleasant to contemplate the trip via Houston to Dew Orleans. 

Clif Byrd passed this way about 4, bringing somebody or other 
with him. Conversation was dull. I thought myself so adroit when 
I succeeded in engineering them beyond the front gate just before 
supper. Half an hour latter I didn't think my doings so.very effective 
when J. R. oarae to supper bringing both of the oallers with him. 


Asm Pstfnr « few minutes after 




Wed. and Thurs. June 7th 
filled with haprraony and 
separated for individual 


and 8th, 1950.Happy are they whose days are 
one-ness that individual episodes cannot be 
reoording. 


so 


Friday, June 9th, 1950, 


-„ , CD " - —~ 






*0 tl). Jiarth, a single roe. »ae saved and 
treasured by an angel who gives to every mortal, sooner or later in 
life, one breath from this immortal flower, - one alone, but it is 
worth a million ordinary breaths." 






i 
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Friday, June 9th, 1950. 


• « ;r 

Memorandum: " * a-: dm 

• ■ 

Thirty million times would not suffice to express numerically 
the zest and delight marching with me as I proceeded to Aranbourg 
this morning, * 

.The sunshine broke through the sagging clouds a little 
before 6. Somehow Arenbourg seemed so very special this morning, 
as though the finger of an angel had been placed upon it the day 
before, the magnolias looked so much greener, the lilies so much 
whiter, , 

I cam back for breakfast at 7:15, The weather continued to 
hold. Back at -.renobburg until 9:30 when the heavens sagged and 
torrents came down from on high. I was soaked as I labored, and 
loved tie drenohing, for the dampness were tears of joy and 
the perfect bond between heaven and earth and yesterday and 
tomorrow was set and sealed. 

After a quick bath, I found precisely the place I sensed 
1 would be t enjoy the lovely wooven piece from South of the 
border, - as a Mexican Goblein, gracing the wall 
immediately to the left of the portrait by Mon. It looks 
so pretty on that white spaoe and,*as you know, is so situated as 
to greet me whenever 1 enter the room, glance from 
my downy couch or ohat with my secretary here at my desjt, 

I think you will like the position, too. 

It was Btill raining' at dinner time but iat and■ J. took 
off for “‘ouroe regardless, Joe and Juanita arrived about an 
hour after their departure, furiously enough Joe didn't seem much 
distressed 'to have missed his eon, - their manifestations of 
affection are so strangely expressed. They haven't seen eaoh 
other since" Christmas but will probably make contact by the 4th 
of July. One other commentary from Joe; 

"That boy of mine is certainly bad about writing, I 
don t believe he has written me a latter in six montha, - yes, 

I am sure it is six months beoause I noticed it in ray desk the 
other day when I told myself I had better make up my mind one 
of these days before long to ans .er it," 

I haven't seen Celeste and ^adara Regard alone but understand they 
* 


j 



' jam 

A 

TCUf 
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got book, about.10,or 10:30,,so + taka It they did a hit of 
shopping or some suoh 

I must mark, today on my calendar, too, as being 
which I almost enjoyed respite from pilgrims, — almos^ Dut not 

quite. 

The Junior Chamber of Commeroe had petitioned to have a 
Ueliose tour on Thursday hut had turned down flat. A 
of photographers vsho had been lined up to recora some of th 
organization's doings this week, telephoned during the Jay to 
ask if they couldn't come down. I demurred, saying the P la °® a a ® 
closed That, said they, was precisely why they wanted to come, 
with free spaces to : record shots for their cameras. But again I was 
disagreeable and said Ho, sinoe recording cameras were certainly 
wolse thS non-recording pilgrims as clulterexsof houses and gardens. 

You may accordingly appreciate my surprise when I found a 
dozen or so of them on the front gallery of the big house 
when I returned there with Juanita who had walked^over to ucca 
ith me to commune for a moment in tne Chapel. Xt ® e ?J® v . a 
they had bumped into Joe Henry at tne front gate and ha “J* 

I at them in/ He made the presentations and asked if he might 
aooompany me on the tour. I welcomed his oompanljnship but 
said that except for a peep at the Afncdn House tnere would 
be no tour. The photo rapheis were enohanted, assuming, T suppose, 
that the African.nouse would supply a toe-hold from whi5h<ot..ar 
desired ends might be reaohed, it was already too late in th 
evening, to get pictures, except by flash bulbs and contrary to 
requests, 1 fqiebad them even the second story of tne African 
House I’hen they all wanted to see *ucca and I was adamant, and 

herded the whole posse out of' the gardens and on the far side 
of the front gate. I'll bet some of them will be trying to mane 
another ro^dC lhe morrow which, of course, will be something 

6139 And^so comes to a dose, this merabratle June 9th, so 
precious because of the beauty' of its Corning Star whose beams 
will radiate my surroundings for so many a day ahead. 

I rookon for each of them, the glory of the krophets was not 
th: t they lived on earth but rather because they onoe caught 
a glimpse .of Paradise, and even though it wa ® ,^**®® ting * 
it was eqo gh to inspire them from then on and forever. 

A word of greeting to the girl friend and i shall say 

Good night, u’our candles for a quiet ten ^^t*® fill 

l - Then the doors will close and L 


Sunday, June 11th, 1950. 


Good night, i!’our candies ror a quieo ‘"“.r ”“ * a 7 b v>r 1 i 

shadows about the Chapel. x hea the doors will cloee and shall 
have a cigarette on the gallery, watching the J^®™® 
flies in the bamboo and the more permanent constellations higher 
above the hedge, grateful to God for being so good to me. 


Memorandum; 


I dined at J. H.’s today. On every side I heard such phrases as 

"She is a darling girl"...."One of the nicest persons ever to come here" 
etc., etc., and if your ears haven't been burning, it isn't 
because there has been any absence of delight and pleasure that 
your presence brought and the memory of it left green. 

a11 yesterday and today i have found myself wondering how the 
balance of your journey is progressing, hoping against hope that 
the strenuous past few days and the absence of sleep haven t made 
you too tired.’ 

Twice on Saturday did word come through from Caroline Bormon. 

The enclosure, oanoelled from Aliston, Alabama, reached me in the 
morning while after supper cousins of hers from T*&ke Charles 
passed this way after having spent the afternoon with’the sisters 
of Briarwood, where they had but recently arrived from their 
travels. Apnarantly they must have dropped the letter in 
the post just before heading out for homeland then raced the 
Host Office department to reach this side of theMississippi before 
the penned epistle could be delivered. The Hormons, in fine, are 
sights. • 

The Joe “enrys pulled out for Conroe in the Houston area 
about 6:30 this morning Juanita came to see me Saturday noon 
right after dinner. She said she had heard such lovely things 
said about you over the fenoe. li&y I congratulate you and 
express no surprise but infinite admiration for all the pleasure 
you afforded those with whom you came into contact. 

The dormon kin folk who passed this-way chanced to know 
the address of -‘is. doty, the expert seamstress who used to 
do remarkable quilting on Hawaiian coverlets years ago for 
t e Madam. I have been trying to oatch up with her for two or 
three years since Madam Cloutier had some stuff she wanted her 
to exeoute for her. Aoquiring this bit of infori ation afforded 
me an excellent opportunity to get off a note to Beaufort, and 
it goes without saying .that 1 took the opening to mention 
your delight at .the contact with her and her husband and 
the beauty of their home. I must get Old -Louisiana reeled off 
on Talking Books so i can have the pleasure of reading the chapter 








I 
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Monday, June 12th, 1360 


about litftle ■L'e'stan skipping over to visit Unale Uaroisse, 

Uncle Phanoz, aunt benjamin and so on. 

Dr. Hand oame to see me this afternoon and :spoke again 
of the happiness his Wednesday contact had afforded him and his, 
he brought a mountain of food, sandwiohes, 8 deviled eggs in 
some kina of a wonderful salade sauce, a gob of spagetti i n 
a sauce seemingly made of oreameA .tpmato soup, shot through 
with dioed chicken, not to mention a dessert not, unlik,e. the one 
served under the cedars last Wednesday, the deep dish brimming over. 

I am glad the Dark Duke passed this way along about first dark for 
even though 1 made him share all this with me, I am still 
as stuffed as a tiok* 

Dr. Hand and X 'turned through the magazine you had left 
for him, and had an opportunity to speak of several points of 
mutual interest before some of his guests came over with Florence,- 
hd.'s wife, .after that it was hurly-burly, and in the end, I 
lied and said I was expecting pilgrims when tjiey asked me to 
go back to the camp with them for a while before night settled 
down.While on the subject of the Hands, I sjiall jot down their addres 

Dr..and ^rs. Ding Hand, 

2736 Georges Dane, 

Alexnadria, Louisiana, - 

and thife address 1 am'sure you have, but it occurs to me it may 
not be within ready re&oh, and, in case you should care to drop 
them a card, the above will serve the purpose. One thing 
about the Hands, they never write letters, and so, in the event 
you receive no response t your card, yo u will ot be disappointed. 

While X think of it, I would refer to one aspeot of the 
Spring Pilgrimage article I intended mentioning when we were 


Memorandum: 

Sunshine and humidity continue to keep things growing 
mightily. 

another week of this and tempers will begin to get 
shorter and scuffling will probably be the order of the day when 
the 19th arrives and every mother's son — and daughter -- 
celebrate the day in fishing parties, a picnic in the open, 
possibly a baseball game and undoubtedly a bang-up swing out at 
the honkey-tonk. 

• ** "K ♦ 

Mattie complains of a misery in her head, or rather she 
did complain of it this morning, but by supper time she was 
all ship-shape again, having applied her unfailing rememdy for 
such ailments during' the day by making herself a little sack 
of red pepper and knotin^. the thing in her bandana about her 
.head, fortunately that seems to cure almost everything from 
'headache to wbbbley ankles, - and at the same time appears to 
make the wearer of the oharm impervious to heat. 

r. ’ ' - t 

Perhaps X had better turn Derr Postell over to Mattie 
when- l}e heads in this way, looking for looal cure-alls. 

And then there is the case of Wylie Anthony and his wife, 
Honey. Wiley is very jealous of Honey and as both are bags, 
he is probably intuitively right. But Honey has one up on 
him for by some hokus-pokus which seems to consist mostly of 
magical si, ns oast in his direction as she waves her hands 
in front of him,, and ••■tile's head automatically starts 
nodding and in a minute or so he is fast asleep. And sleep 
he continues until Honey has returned home from a frolic in 
the big. road, perfaotDy assured from long experience that 
her husband will never awaken until she repeats the hokus pokus 
signs and admonishes him to be-stir himself. Acquaintances 
passing the house during Honey's abseuoe have tried to awaken 
Wylie but have had soant success, 1'he Dark Duke, Peter and 
Hzza were disoussiug it the other day and remark that while 
the man, usually sitting in a chair, will lift up his head and 
open his eyes momeuarily, hie head falls back down on hi6 
cheet again after a second or two and he continues his sleep, 
friend wostell really ought to go to town, on that one*, I should 
think. 

X believe the enclosure*is-of soant or no interest whatsoever 
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other tfcan to show the Manhattan travelers brought home hotel 
stationary with them, for the letter was posted in Shreveport. 

In the same post from the same source.came a letter to 

h. asking when the children might come down, so it looks 
as though we would be having a visitation shortly. The 
presence of the children here by themselves is pretty muoh 
a matter of indifference to me, - it is the bringing of them and 
their eventual removal that oasts the.shadow of coming events. 

A passing pilgrim today had much to say about Mr. Kane and 
a manuscript he is said to be grinding out about old John 
Maodonough, or however that old miser may have spelled his 
name. Undoubtedly Mr. ^ane will spin some fabulous romance 
about the old skin-flint t and the herald-Tribune will again 
Sound the trumpets of Fame about "the South's greatest, living 
historian”. Power will forever be the thing about which books 
will be written, - power and the people possessing it, for 
I suppose such tales represent a fascination, and particularly 
to those who would be possessed of he stuff, but being denied 
that, find excitement about reading of those who have had it 
in their grasp. And old MacDonough certainly was rich, and 
wealth, like military domination, is a force. By the terms of 
t;.e Maodonough will, the oity of Lew -rleans, - and Baltimore, 
too, i believe, have to set aside- $ day each year and direct 
t 7? 1 0h i ldran a J ten ^J36 the institutions founded on money from the 
will, to honor the name ofthis old fellow who seemed to prove 
to his own satisfaction that he was smart enough and hard enough to 
grasp a no end of money, - by fair .means and otherwise, - but 
olearly demonstrated throughout his long' career that he hadn't 
the vaguest notion as to how the stuff could be spent either to 
his own advantage or that of any one else, Sometimes J. have 

reit sorry for, so etimesi have felt annoyed with people who 
sat in the midst of the fields, white for the harvest, and couldn't 
summon up sufficient imagination to garner a blade of grain 
for the benefit f their neighbors. How they,, - and old Maodonough 
got that way may be interesting but it is certainly going to 
take a lot of embroidery on Mr. Dane's part to make it palatable. 

It must be admitted, however, that *&ne, of all people, is 
probably tne best qualified to talk about avarioeand the manner 
of knocking down people to get to the front row in the financial 
section, being the prize bird himself in that particular 
deartment, 

^ut speaking of writers, I am wondering why I didn't think to 
have you get in touoh with Alice Waiwprth Graham while in the 
crescent oity for I know the two of you would have hit it off 
famously. Oh, well, there is recomiense in the realization of 

buelne88 » that holdt the promise for other 
adventures in another go-round.*.. 


Tuesday, June 13th, 1960. 


Memorandum: 

Sunshine and humidity remain the order of the day, but the 
former in sufficient strength, I think, to put the shoes to 
rights, and I have accordingly boxed them and they will go 
forward in ths same post, 

I have used the original wrapping in which they came, and 
mention the fact so you may dispose of the paper accordingly. 

I have enclosed the -Document s of SpAln in M atches, thinking 
you might entfoy browsing'through them oco&sionallyi i believe 
this is the only complete transcript ever made of them, - the copy 
go ng to your true hand and the copy I have in our old bookcase 
from the estate of Jean Baptiste Ketoyer. Much of the data is of 
minor interest, perhaps, and yet probably some of the pages are 
of particular interest, as they reveal both colonial edicts covering 
manners and customs of both the Latohez and Hatohitodhes co ntry 
at a time when Spain controlled both eommunities. If memory serves,- 
and I have never run through the whole collection, there is a 
•set of Laws covering the cultivation of indigo which should be 
illuminating, and would go far to round out details covering 
the presence of that dye on the export list of the 1776 Inventory, 

I perhaps mentioned that scattered patches of the same old 
staple that once flourished in the region so widely still survives 
in patches along .Little River and one of my friends has i promised 
to bring me a root so we may have a sample of the almost forgotten 
plant growing at ^renbourg. 

I believe it Is in these same documents that appears the report 
by a spy of the king of Spain in ±axis in 1789, reporting the 
troubled state of affairs in the branch capitol, immediately following 
the fall of the Bastille. I take it the king of sprln must have 
forwarded a copy of this report to his representatives in Hatches, 

binding a little additional sppoe still left in the original 
package, I have included a modern vase which I thought you might 
find some use for either at home or pe naps for wild flowers at 
Greenwood. 

. J> e -* • • 

The pair of little glass salt dishes were formerly hasten's, and 
since you may be turning‘thio'ugh nyle's aocount of his doings on 
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La Coke Joyause for another go-round in retrospect, X thought 
you might find this souvenir of L 0s tan's timely, either for salt 
or dips or some suoh. 

At Arenbourg yesterday morning I removed all the 
blossoms from the oape jessamines, thinking to let the full strength 
of this year's growth go into the plants, The warmth and heavy dew 
of 1.- st nigh,t brought out 13 new blossoms on the bush, - the 
Jj’ortuni, nearest the gallery.. and 16 on the one we noticed particularly 
half way down toward Unole D'Or's. There were 4 on one of the 
other p bushes in the same locality and 5*on another. It seems 
to me they are flowering with unusual profusion this year. 

The hoe hands continue at their labors, and yet in spite of 
that activity, I managed to get two operators for the power 
lawn mowers this afternoon and two men to swing weed knives in the 
gardens which have a way of touching a low at this season of the 
year when all effort is concentrated on the fields beyond the bamboo. 

At the moment, the action seems to'-be growing, too fast, with the 
12 to 14 inch plants above-ground revealing when sampled to have a 
root system but an inch in depth and with.a'radius of but an inoh 
or two, *<ith the soil kept so loose along the rows, it is obvious 
a big breeze would tend to topple whole battalions at a puff.- But 
what with vegetation having a tendenoy to oorreot its own lack of 
balanoe, I reckon .this matter, toot will oorae baok to normalcy soon. 

The postman made his rounds an hour earlier than visual this 
mo.rning. He brought but nothing, not even papers or catalogues 
and 60 I take it he must have not bothered malting for the mail trains, 
or else the trains passed by Bayou .Natchez without stopping. 

Celeste was particularly looking for a noe from Batty Regard whom 
she and "adam Regard plan to visit this week end in Hew Iberia. I 
believe they leave here bright and early Friday morning and plan 
to returnSunday night or Monday morning,* It looks like a wide 
open field for the advent of a Wenk or a uontespa, - or both, whioh 
would, certainly present a fine kettle of fish. 

Bid you notioe fin aooount Of a bag who made a terrible racket 
when she noticed a policeman putting an arrest card on a car that 
had parked at a. meter on the j' thoroughfare without any money being 
put in the meter. She screamed and yelled and made such a raoket a 
big crowd converged:on the place, to hear the bag swear the old meter 
wasn t working. And so to prove he was right and qdiet the bag 
and the crowd, the plioeraan fished about and 1 found the appropriate ooin, 
and inserted it, and the meter did work. 'Whereupon la bag'juSt 
roared and strolled off, remarking the car Wasn't hers anyway. It 
sounded so much like a Shreveport antic. 
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TO V 


Wednesday, June 14th, 1950. 


Memorandum: * 

On Saturday, June 10th, two ladies, one in "am Orleans, one 
in Shreveport, penned and posted letters which reached me 

I this 14th day of the' month. Hew York or California letters would 

hare made it in abotit the same time, 

« But even though the Cresoent City one dwaddled along the 
way, after leaving your true hand, its advent delighted me. 

how nice to know that the sun broke through as your destination, 
and nhow pleasant to khow that a telephone set all to rights so 
far as the ultimate destination of your travels are conoerned. 

Such a oorabiuation Of ciroumetaVioes, I hope, oonspired to make 
the balance of your stay in the Cresoent ^ity ever so pleasant, 
and I 6hall be eager to learn all you did during your final hours 
' in Louisiana,: 

Sinoe last Friday, I have constantly been experiencing a new 
set of reactions that are altogether new and infinitely preoious 
A week ago tonight, while on the gallery, 1 realized and perhaps 
voiced the opinon that the place would never be quite the same 
again to me. But after Thursday oame Friday, Saturday, Sunday, 

Monday and Tuesday and the oh;.nged impression that X sensed 
would oome has been so much more intense and fulsome that 
it benr8 down upon me with unusual foroe that a personality and 
a presence oannot only leave an impression but somehow leave a 
generous part of itself to make everything that was pleasant 
before become a fragment of BarAdise. , 

During the day while busied at one thing or another, it seems 
as though the one sharing things with me cjii D ht be but just over 
the fence, - not fax away at all, but likely to .appear at 
« any odd moment. And at night when the fireflies begin describing 
luminous axos aroross the bamboo background in earthly harmony 
with the more staid planetB and shooting stars from on high, 
that same presence seems to be not at all remote in some far 
away oity, but alb around me, drinkiug in the grandeur of the 
lovely world of deep‘green, gold and blue, and somehow in 
spirit, fusing with my own as together we absorb the restfulness 
of our surroundings and contemplate the morrow with faith and gratitude 
to God for all the happiness that is ours. What a grand experience 
and how indebted X shall forever be to, you for having made it teal. 


I 
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Youi kind reference to Arenbourg irapells me to recommend that 
when glanoing at the snapshot, - the one facing the river from 
the entrance to the circular drive, you try to envision the 
little magnolias, that may show in the picture, as more dominant 
features of the place a few years hence, The ones on each side 
of the entrance plus the one in the middle of the oirole will then 
be 20 ( to 30 feet high arid 'easily repro-sent the focal point of 
Units 2 and 3 obelisques of shiney evergreen, holding down the 
corners and pointing heavenward in the’middle. And of course, 
at the same time the drive itself from gate to gate will be 
canopied by the lacwork of the laternating pears and persimmons, 
a glory of blossoms in the spring a patch of orange sunset in 
the autumn, the individual tree-s linked together by the connecting 
hedges, and the whole business backed and flanked by explosions 
of alternating red and white crepe myrtles, 

. In regarding one's offspring, the parent, I suppose, is inclined 
not only to view the child but to super-impose on actuality a 
vision of the offspring ^r.own to man's estate, I suppose I 
am guilty of this dual concept in the case of Arenbroug, but 
if anticipation is a fault, I hope you may join me in thus summoning 
up what reality may be like, now that we have together viewed the 
pattern, 

The bark ^uke and his brother whom we met'in the big road have 
just passed by to invite me to a housewarming tomorrow night. It is 
ohpraoterietloally Cane Hiver-ish, in that the house-farming, to 
mark the advent of the nark iuke on setting up of his domestic hearth 
by the spill way, is to be held not in his home where we stopped, but 
at iuny s house, kelma is preparing a big old chicken gumbo 
fo tomorrow night with gobs of potato salade and fixin’s, and 
the invited will be a selsot list, - little king and wife, 
dlam and wife, the brothers Baptiste and "‘axine 

Blythe Hand and Uatalie dcott are scheduled to spend tomorrow and 
iirlday at the hand oamp, and I have been invited to pass that way for 
a be-lated supper, kinowing the-Band propensity for^fodd as you do, 
and guessing as you may what Lima's chicken gumbo‘may be like, you 
oan readily pioture what restraints I shall have to impose on myself 
beginning along about sun down on the morrow. I think I shall 
contrive to pass by the hand camp early in the evening, withdraw early 
and thenhead in for the gumbo on my way home. < 

t 

u ne other pehnomenon I must remark upon before closing Xlever 
before last week did I pratioularly notice anything special about the 

^ rora the bact; by the African n 0USQ into 

1 ° u f oa « ° itice thoa . beneath the pecane branches 
and the twinkling stars beyond, I never pass the place that it 
uoesu t vibrate with an iutensitythat only you may appreciate,,,.. 
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Thursday, June 15th, 1950, 


Memorandum: , 

First of t f, I want to congratulate you-on the exoellenoe 
of the letter, written on Sunday, to Geleste, which reached her 
this morning, 24 hours after yours from "aw Orleans reached me. 

Celeste read your communication aloud to k a dam Hegard 
and me, I must say 1 thought it. quite the finest thing of 
its type f can remember. They were touched deeply by all the kind 
things it contained, I, too, was glad to learn that you 
touched home base safely, 

And I am glsd you were successful in contacting.little 
Mi88 a., for now, having known the. artist, her Art will perhaps 
iiave an adde$ significance, and quite aside from that, it will 
be fun writing about, her from'time to time, sensing that you 
will know precisely of whom I am speaking. Did I mention a 
few months back that “‘rs. kolloman spoke to me of having called on 
little Miss A, with a t view to taking her out to dinner, but 
found little ^iss in.quite a tizzy, having searched all afternoon 
for her coffeq oup which bhe had lost several hours before, Finally, 
in die fair, the little lady gave up the cup as lost, and 
throwing care to the winds, pulled off her smock and decided to 
head out for dinner regardless, only to disoover, on reaching for 
her hat on the top shelf of the armoir, that there was her lost 
coffees oup, the grounds still in it, resting there in hex hat. 

Verily, there can be but one little Miss A, 

Knipmayer Bay again and the good dootor and I sipped out 
wine hard by St.Giggin's Fountain, speaking of you the while, 
and comparing notes of doings up and down the Parish. 

And I must pause momentarily to speak of how one writes 
"3t. Giggin's Fountain", fox sinoe the little outfit just 
before the "a" is to indioate ,the possessive, and yet at the 
same’ time the "g" has wilfully been omitted, - "gigging", it 
_ almqst seeme us though one should write it "St.-Giggin'mountain", 

' don t you think so, 

a . . . . • 00 . 

Well, so much for such non-sense, and A reokon as the days 
grow hotter, I incline toward greater lightness in the head. 

Ihe thermometer "hoovers" in the 90's, and what with a couple 
of gardeners to tidy things up. a little this aft.rnooon, I 
really foond it w&rra, and was glad when some Fort 'Worth 
pilgrims passing this way afforded me an excuse to momentarily 
split and infinitive and Jump from shade to shade. 
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Two glimpses of life on "ye olde plantation" for this . 
year of Graoe, 1950, --one non-medioal, the other sooial, - provide 
vignettes of the looal world, in which we live. Were the Uelrose 
Uemorandiyn to appear in pr.int, I am wondering how these manifestations 
of life appear to the read of, - say, - £050. 


Friday, June 16th, 1950, 



.Levy Williams, the stalwart, shiftless step-father of my 
sencond secretary, lives in a cabin on Rapillon Bayou., off -Little 
River way .wlti. his second wife and six children by the latter. 

The sixth child, - a girl, was born last Friday, with scant if 
any preparations made in anticipation of the event. The mother 
draped herself close to the edge of the bed as the child was oeing 
born while the f ther placed a cow hide bottom chair along side. 

In spite of previous experience, neither parent seemed to know what 
to do about cutting the cord, and so the child, still attached to its 
mother, was placed in the chair and overit was thrown the jacket 
its father's overalls. Seeing no necessity for rushing into things, 
the father eventually notified the Parish wealth Office, and 
a nurse from hr. knipmeyer 1 s office journeyed down from twwn 
to set mother and child aright, the final separation being 
accomplished seven Jiours after the actual birth of the-child. 

The latter, and mother, too, seem to be thriving, lAurrel merely 
mentioned he had a,new sister and said the nurse had given it 
the name of Geraldine, hr. knipraayer mentioned the birth of the 
child this morning and ran through the particulars respecting 
details for the birth certificate which my second secretary had 
filled in, ill seemed to be in order, save possible the Childs' 
name, which ^urrel had entered as "Jerry bean". 

On the social side, tonight's party at *uny's in celebration of 
the hark -^uke and family setting u.p housekeeping hard by the 
spillway, was a success. «.t first dark, -Log and Peter, clad in 
darx trousers and freshly laundered white shirts,stepped through 
'the cleft in the bamboo to accompany me across the cotton fields, 

I was the only one present not in Sunday clothes, although I had 
donned fresh kakis. I am forever forgetting, - and again forgot 
tonight, - that the gentleman eat first and the ladies afterward. 

The table was pretty, a shiney red cloth with a pat-.ern of yellow 
leaves A quart sized fruit jarholding a huge bouquet of cape 
jessamine dominated the center. We ate at 10, - gumboof delicious 
flavor with mountains of snowy rice, followed by two huge -platters 
of fried chicken, potato salade, a green salade and so on, 

"Qooley", - an toe drink of water with orange coloring and flavor 
made 'the rounds during supper, and afterwards ooffeee and wine. 
Throughout the ladies stood immediately behind us, waving 
soarves to shoo away inseots, attracted by the lights, and giggling 
and joining in the conversation of the men whenever addressed. 

Ho napkins cluttered up the board but from time to< time the 
lady closest to the diner at her aoXner of the table would pass 
him a small sized Turkish towel, gay conversation flowing along, 
aud servers and served all as happy as clams. The men, when finished, 
withdrew to an adjoining room for cigarettes while the ladies took our 
places at table. But it iE late and i must fold and so goodnight .... 


memorandum: 

'And then today the postman brought me your letter. 

I thought i found the one you penned Celeste to be perfect. 

How I-must admit that the one arriving today is, to borrow^a good 
old Frenoh phrase * never understood: Hus que paifait. 

A nd particularly your phrases, so felicitously chosen, covering 
happy bxx hours at Yucca increase the preoiousnesd of tne one 
as it reflects and re-vivifies the other, seemingly like a 
great chandeliere, reproduced in the surface of a o^eat mirror, 
and then re-captured on the silver of another facing the first, 
and so the single item, reflecting back and forth endless down 
an avenue of immeasureable distance, with a perspective that 
at once delights and enthrals, 

and thanks for telling me of your cont.- ct with little “iss 
alberta and some of the more intimate details. As for her current 
physical complaint this is not the first time she has been 
possessed of the sdme malady, -^t seems to me a year ago it .ms . 
that she finally withdrew from "aw Cleans to spend a few 
videks down somewhere on the Teohe, denying hex self contact s„v;ith 
others in order that she might the better hold tne fought 
so "prove" she could overdome her difficulty by sheer concentration 

onf-the Addy opus. 

I'm so glad I don't feel impelled to prove anything. 

But how delightful that you found a magnolia to your 
liking. I may have expressed myself rjjardiftg Miss A. 8 rendition 
of these flowers in previous oorrespondenoe. * think shewili 
be remembered long for her artistry with magnolias <and I h*™ 
a fooling the Kinsey Melrose iiagnolias will tend to increase in 
nowulaxitv as oollectors' items as time moves along. Being 
as P they are about the mightiest flower in the South, they have 
SMxfJot medium of reproduction in little ^iss Al's canvas, for 
she inclines to paint heavily almost everything and 

seldom does any ordinary artist ever suoceed in achieving 
the heaviness’of the grandiflora which little ^iee A. o&tohea 
so perfeotly in her efforts, I am turly glad you found 
one P to you/liking aud I think you will tend to like 
dud more as you grow more and more Accustomed to its presence, 

-Sid. no. its «mm, «.«, .UHrtjpi 

te the souvenir of the real ones, pluoked from the same trees sue has 
EO long turned to'fox inspiration, ana peihupB that memory, too. 
will serve to increase the value of the canvas lor yCur own good 

self. 


$ 
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At Arenbourg the Josphine lilies have suddenly exploded 
with inordinate abandon, the uninterrupted high humidity seeming 
to have produoed a luxuiannoe of blossoms exceeding anything 
I can remember, ihe privet hedge between the side gate and 
the public road has responded to the splendid growing weather, too, 
and alfddd#“theye are evidences in quantity that the privet has 
easily won the raoe with the Johnson Grass which only last week 
sedraed to be so far in advance, 

- f * * * 

I’he “ladies took off before big day for Hew Iberia, When I 
passed by the Jiouse about 9,. they must have already been well into 
South -Louisiana, Aurellia told me that 3e$sie had been taken to 
the hospital yesterday and the baby had arrived last night. It 
was a Jaesarlan affair and Aurellia didn't know if the child 
might be a boy or a girl. She seemed entancedat the prospect of 
having a second baby in the family to raise. 

Brunhilda Coombs dropped in for a moment during the afternoon. 

She was on her way baok to town from Alexandria where she had 
done some shopping for me to the extent of a half dozen little 
kb gold fish for the St. Giggin's fountain, 

I have read one chapter of "A Basic history of the U. 3," by 
Charles and '“ary Beard, —two historians I have long admired for every 
thing they wrote prior to the 1930's when, by some strange twist, 
the husband, at least, seemed to'fail completely to understand the 
implications of the BooseVelt devolution. 

In the present volume their pictures of the'Rurope of the 16th 
and 17th and 18th centuries is excellent, making clear as it does, 
how the convulsions of wax, the survival of the feudal system and 
the dead end street of the average oitizen of Europe in those years 
made western horizons, no matter how bleak and uncertain, seem to 
hold a promise that thee might be a chance for the pursuit of 
happiness beyond the ocean as opposed to the impossibility of any suoh 
vain hbpe in the Europe where for generations the average individual 
had been getting no where fast. I was glad to run across that oft 
quoted line of“Voltaire regarding the slow rise of the under privileged an 

the descent ofthe privileged few: 

' 

"History is full of the sounds of wooden shoes slowly going up¬ 
stairs and the patter of Bilkon slippers coming down." 

• * J " 

A couple of references made me want to know about the first 
lixe, linknoy of South Carolina, perhaps her maiden name was luoaa, 
who successfully introduce indigo culture into the Karolinas on her 
three plantations there, prior to her marriage, and about the first 
Jj’rederiok Ihillips, and more especially his wife, - owner of ships 
in'the 1680's, both of whom were-so successful in land and mercantile 
operations, their home being in the fonkers neighborhood, and still 
standing, the last x knew,..•••• 
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Sunday, June 18th, 1950. 


Memorandum: 

* v C * 

High heat,...high humidity.the place too cluttered up 

with people on Saturday..,,,.,not a soul on the place today. 

Pat oame home yesterday to pick up his new car and returned to 
Baton Houge this morning. So did J. H. who will be gone for a aouple 
of days, "attending an R. B. A. meeting",' presided over, no doubt 
by a Montespan, Geleste telephoned from Hew Iberia to say shewould 
not be-home before Tuesday, and where the rest of the henrys are, 

I wouldn't know. 

Slap up at noon yesterday, hr. and “-rs. Wilkinson appeared 
on the front gallery. He is the ^resident of H, s. D. frees. 

With disarming candor they asked if I had dined. With equal frankness, 
I declared I had not and that I would not invite them to join me. 

The- countered with the-statement that they had to be in Alexandria 
for Incheon any way but ‘“rs. Wilkinson wanted me to tell her 
husband all about ^alrosa in 15 minutes. She had been here before 
with Annette Duohene, this was his first go-round. 

• ■** 

I accordingly whisked them about at a speed surpassed only by 
the tour of the evening of the 7th instant, skipping three houses, 
and pausing only-at the African House and Yucca, 

•ur. W. seemed both floored and entranoed at what he saw 
and heard, I was equally delighted at some of the ti.ngs I 
learned-from him, too, such as his intention to bring, forth the 
Postell book shortly. In response to his query a« to my opinion 
of ^ostell's efforts, I was glad to say I thought him one of the 
most profound scholars of the ante bellum medical field I knew, 

i'he Postell discussion took plaoe in the *frioan House between 
ante bellum home made brooms and marble slabbed biscuit making 
machine. Then we did Yucca, not too sedately and my tongue going 
like the clapper on a bell. Dr. W. seemed to have beoorae filled 
to capaoity by the time he had attempted to absorb the back gallery. 

The unfolding of the doors to the Chapel was just too muoh for 
him, and he asked if he might side down in one’ of the peww for just 
a moment, and try to catch up with himeelf. 

it seemed to me that was the perfeat time for nobody to talk, and 
so I fell silent. But he grabbed hold of the first interlude thus 
provided, saving that he had heard of -kelrose a million times but 
never had the vaguest notion any plaoe oould be anything like the 
reality he had duet* breezed through, ne asked me if I would do 
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a book on it if he would publish it. I..told him that up until 
that moment I had been under the impression I had been talking too 
last. .Now I was convinoed that he was. he said he envisioned some¬ 
thing with a 'flock ’of illustrations and a rather extended text and 
asked me - Just like that — how I thought the thing should be done, 

told him that in my opinion, the thing should swirl around 
ttwo pivotal points, -- the two ladies whose personalities brought 
most to bear on the place, - the founding mistress from the ^ongo and 
the patroness of the Arts from Louisiana, 


He beamed and asked me to ponder oh* ^h*e‘ matter and that I 
would be hearing from him shortly. 

On the way to the car, we talked general stuff, he say^ a-. S. U. 
is shortly bringing out a sbrious biography'of St. Lapis by 
Ross Shares who, as you know, did some of his books at Melxse. ~ir. 

Ihares always reminded me, both in appearance and personality, of 
that youth who used to take care of 46th street, herr Kuhnun, or some 
such. I have never read a line of his historical studies but I have 
always assumed they would be more redolent with, diligence than delight. 

fire flies are Streaming madly, eaoh his little lantern in his 
hand, aoross the backdrop of the -bamboo hedge, and were you here, 
we should let our eyes be distraoted by their magic streaks of 
lightj describing the lovliest arcs, crossing and re-crossing each 
other 8 courses and sometimes all getting tangled pp together in 
constellations as glowing and elusive as the Pleiades. But 
while we watched them, we might talk about possible forms to be 
considered in doing- a -Alrosa book. I think, it might be 
niee in the form of a scrdpbook, full page pictures, pages reproduced 
from actual scrapbooks from the Jll adam , s hand, exerpts from official 
documents, - such as the emancipation *1 of -*arie Iherese, the 
official statement of exports from the Natchitoches country in 1776, 
snapshots of the “adam, Sudham sketches, Kinsey masterpieces, 
a likeness of hrama, Gxandpere's portrait and even one of Grandpa. 

^<e might explore.that idea and then contemplate another, a 
com arison and contrast of two great Melrose mistresses, with 
data and gossip fluffing up a few chapters, And then 1 would ask 
you if you would think 6 months ox a year might be gone over and 
edited from a Melrose Memorandum, possibly major and minor points 
appearing say in the year 1948. I suppose contemporary books contain 
reproductions from contemporary diaries, perhaps a few dates from 
t^re - *“adam s for unique brevity and a few from our manuscript for 
extreme drawn-out-nass. I should listen intently for your honest, 
opinion as to possibilities or lmpossibilites on such points, -nd 
if you have any ideas on th*e same, - casual for the present, I should 
welcome them, 

• • ‘ v v yv *» 

*t sundown came the Band daughters-in-law, bearing a tray en¬ 
compassing a banquet, 't's Peter's birthday, - k4, and £ hope he passes 
this way to Join me in having a go at the stuff.,.,.,. 

1 1 
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Monday, June 19th, I960. 


Memorandum; , 

Another June 19th, with all plantation operations suspended 
while the negroes frolio and the mulattoes, — and particularly 
those living on their own property, working like mad. the 
negroes celebrating "us-es gettin' out from under bondage", and 
an exertion of labor by the mulattoes Just to proclaim to the 
world that they have nothing to celebrate, since they never were 
in bondage. 

.ivory year seems to bring forth a new crop of interpretations 
as to what anniversary June 19th is oelebrated for, and this year 
I have learned that the slaves were freed on that day and that is 
therefore a purely negro holiday, whereas the 4th of July is 
honored by white folks exclusively because that was the day "they ell got 
free". Among mnny of the hegroes the failure to oelebrate 
the 19th of June is taken as a saign that he who does not oelebrate 
is trying to put himself into the same alass as the' white folks, and 
that it seoms like sheer good citizenship fox the negroes not to 
Pay any attention to the 4th of J uly, since to do so would suggest 
to the white folks that this would be but a gesture indicating a desire 
to monopolize or share in an anniversary that is rightfully 
and exclusively belonging to the whites. 

And so the t ing spins on, year after year wih annual 
variations of interpretations without anyone ever being able to 
explain the real reason for the selection of this day as the one for 
a rnoiAl frolio. Perhaps I have remarked before that the only racial 
legislation ever passed on this date had to do with eliminating 
slavery from the territories, __ as opposed to the States, — of 
the United States. As there was little or no territory into whloh 
slavery aould have possibly been introduced at the time the law 
waB inaoted, - that is introduced with,any hope of profit, the 
law itself seems merely to have been a bit of token legislation * 
holding nothing of the vaguest import to any one. Soma day X hope 
to discover how it was that'this insignificant act instead of 
the Mraanoipatiou Proclamation got fastened on to, this region as 
the one and only day in the year to glory in freedom from bondage, but 
as the years pass, that possibility probably goes fainter and fainter, 
as the originators of* the scheme pass from the soens, - if, indeed, 
that have not already done so, so that the origins are but completely 
lost in the shadoww of custom. 

Locally there was a baseball c ame scheduled for the afternoon. 
a team had engaged to come from Manny, up Shreveport way, to 


.*• 
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play Melrose. at 1;30. At 2 o'clock, they hadn't put In an appearance 
and a telephone oall revealed the Manny team had changed ita mind. 

The last I heard, efforts were "being made to round up a Ilatohitoches 
team, but I know not if fit ever arrived. 

A baroeoue was also scheduled for the afternoon, immediately 
following the game. J. arranged for the purohase of half a 
beef at wholesale price in town. At 10 this morning the fire hadn't 
been kindled as yot, and what with the time required.to barbecue half a 
beef, X suppose that section of the frolic ought to get under way 
sometime between midnight and dawn of tomorrow It has always 
been evident that f-err .local residents, times pieces were made more 
for decorathon than 'determining a program, cither for work or play, 
aud today's preparations teud to carry out the point. 

. ... * - , .• , . t, v • • * •• 

J. H. returned from Baton Rouge late this afternoon. . fi'e " 
said he dropped b,, the Executive mansion but didn't se’en Governor 
Long who is in bed. He did talk for a while -with his Executive 
Beoretary, the former Senator Fredericks, but remarked that as 
the latter prefers to tell tall tales even when the truth would do 
better, his auscussion of local politidal doings was of little 
moment, I believe la Monte span Is in the Bureau of Minerals, and 
so a oall at the Capitol was, X assume, most natural. He said he 
was in the Chamber when the House agreed to put asidd the bill 
calling fin Editors to gige the same position and amount of Spaoe 
to answers of pollcicians that is assigned to criticism of their doings 
by the press. 

A rather large box containing various packages of crackers and 
cookies arrived.from Sanger Brother's Com-any, of Balias, Texas, 
address to me. I suppose»tMs may be some house of Dallas'; not 
unlike Charles in Manhattan* But as no card was enclosed and 
nothing on the address to suggest the name of the sender, I am ... 
at a loss to know whm to -thank. So many people.from Texas, and 
particularly from the Dallas-Fort Worth area'pass this way, I oan't 
imagine for the life of me from whom the gift may‘have"come. Besides, 

I suppose, it mi e ht well have been ordered by someone living in some 
0 ther.-a 4 .ty who may have chanced to--have the package sent while pas ing 
through the plaoe..'. ** . .... 

i/h^le it oocurs to me, — and I may have already'mentioned it 
earlier, — if you should run across a deoree by the Governor covering 
the oulture and processing of Indigo, possibly appearing in : 

the volume, "Documents of Spain in iHatohez", I should be gl d if you 
would let me know. I merely mention this as it comes to mind 
,end not because I am needing it at present, in faot any old time 
during the ensuing year would be amply early. I't seems to me 
that eventually it might be used for elaboration on the line about 
the exportation of Indigo from this area in 1776 

But the hour for folding has come. The new moon slants dark 
shadows of the white pillars across the briok pavement and St. 

Olggiu s. Fountain while Grandpa slumbers peaoefullyon the 
old oorn husk footstool along side your ohair,,,,,.. 
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P 3 

encosure from those little Cherokee numbers 


Tuesday, June 20th, I960. 


Memorandum: 

Your perfectly elegant air mail to hand in this morning's post. 

Before 1 .forget it, let me admonish you not to rush into the 
article about the Pilgrim business, as the thing would probably 
be held for January or February publication if accepted, there is 
no need to do a whirling dervish about getting it into the Editor's 
hands, even though it may end up by having to pass through several 
such. I believe Colliers pays a;little higher for arti.-cles 
than the Reader's Di est, and perhaps it would be well to let 
Colliers have a look at it first. They have printed so much 
stuff about this region through the medium of James Aswell, 
however, it seems to me quite possible they will not be 
, likely to view it favorably for publication. 

And thanks, while I think of it, for telling me so many in¬ 
teresting little side lights on your contaot with little Miss a. 

Like Mr 8 . Rand, she seemed to find it impossible to imagine 
hoy/ any one could contrive a Chapel for others of any faith but one’s 
own. 1 thought little Miss a. summed it up perfectly when she 
said: • v 

"This is very nioe but, I oan't imagine myself setting up 
such a place for any other faith than that of my own, - Mary Baker 
Rddy", 

1 declare if 1 only had the trappings to rig up a little 
shrine for the followers of Confuoious, I would most certainly 
do so in the other projecting area at the opposite end of 
the gallery. Then the Kinsey-Rand Department woula be busy as 
bees, casting about to find out if even though I had cut off my pig¬ 
tail, X still might be a Chinaman. Those belles are pure sighted 

And thanks, too, for the clipping, And so ^xs, Roosevelt 
and Helen Ferris are stirring up a book together. It's a pity 
Helen is suoh a poor correspondent aud I hesitate to write 
her on my own hook because she inquired about s.curing a oouple 
of Cl raenoe's raasterpieoes two years ago, in response to which 
I sent her the same with a little note. Perhaps she awaits an 
invoioe before reployiu«, although 1 did think I might hear from 
her following ,the .o.adam's death. You oan readily imagine, tierefore, 
that 1 am leisurely in my impulses to take Under oodt -in hand 
in her direction. 


f 
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Although this note will not reaoh you uhtil altar your 
guests have departed, still 1 am "holding the thought" that 
you will not try to write during their presenoe in your 
neighborhood and th^t you will employ the aftermath lor 
a breathing spell, not attempting to write any letters until 
re-adjustments to business routine and an opportunity for 
quiet to settle down on the domestic hearth, being assured that 
I shall understand the absence of a familiar hand from the post, 
and filled with satisfaction at the realization that you are 
manifesting the good common sense to conserve energy by every 
means possible. 

Isn’t grand that Che snapshots came out so nioely. Off hand, it 
does seem odd that we didn’t take mord pictures, and yet I 
am not sorry on the other .hand, for moments that might thus have 
been devoted to the camera were even better spent as they were, 
and While the Chinese adage about the merit of a picture over a 
flock of words is true, the sages of the Celestial iSmplre, I 
think, would be the first to concur in the thought that . - 
brief moments of human contaot are e t ver so much more precious than 
the thinest slices of time , devoted to the pictorial record, 

' I sigh in sympathy in reading of all the duffle ;fc*th 
which you were confronted on the arrival of the college youth. 

3very once in a while I find myself lifting an eyebrow at 
the dozen family portraits of the Belle family parked in my 
bath room, not to mention all the furniture piled on top of 
the armoir and our bookcase from the old Jean Baptiste Metoyer 
house. But when I think of all ,the endless space in this domain 
and. the definite limitations in any metropolitan apartment, I 
realize my problem is nothing while yours must be well nigh 
impossible. 

although I haven't seen them, X have evidence that the ladies 
across_the fenoy have returned from South Louisiana. During the 
afternoon an iSthopian arrived from her, bearing a vegetable 
dish in which swirled a flook of live gold fish, I tossed a 
couple of the darker ones into the aquarium here in the window 
by my desk, and dumped,the balance into the big old iron sugar pot 
which now is swarming with them, what with the ones already there, 
plus the ones Madam Coombs brought by the other day. I'll bet 
a bieouit -‘•adam hand will put in an appearanoe before the week 
has run out, armed with a broket of the same commodity, , > 

I have taken out a few of the water hyacinths so that, when sitting 
on Grandpere anoient pqw, one sees a glo*y of,fresh green with 
streaks of red gold outting across the dark surface of the 
water. Before first dark, X sat for a while gazing at them with 
Grandpa perohed on the edge of the pot, apparantly as fasoinated as I 
but making no attempt to do any fishing. Me likes to drink 
from the big old sugar .pot uud apparnatly regards his finned 
friends with the same detatchment and good will aha be 
regards 1 his breakfast companion, the blue jay, over their sauoer 
of idilk. 


ftednes ay, June 21st, 1950 


Memorandum: . ... 

aeat and moisture make the tropics and that is what 
we seem to have. , 

t « v * 

It rained'here this afternoon but this morning there was 
a young cloudburst in the neighborhood of the Alexandria air. port, 
which probably accounts for the absence of the Bands from their 
camp as is their want. And speaking of them, may I tell you 
how noble I think it of you to have been sp generous as to send 
t em a gift. I shall undoubtedly hear about it later in the week from 
them, but X shall not wait to tell you how much I think you 
deserve a citation and a flook of oak leaf clusters... Such things 
are rare and I have a feeling that it is particularly so for them, and 
I feel sure they will be deeply appreciative of your thoughtfulness. 

f -■ i 

Indir :atiy I heard something pleasant from down -Mdgnolia. way 

today.. Uiere are two granddaughters in that household, » Betty,, 

the daughter of Mat* Misa Sally's sin, who runs Magnolia, , and 

Sally Gunn, , Miss Sally's'daughters cHild?' ' * ■ t1 3 a *& t h » r dead - 

Betty Hertzog sailed for iiurope Monday, along with some 
of her L. S. U. oollege friends. Mat expressed regret that little 
'Sally couldn t go along with Betty, but said he couldn't afford to 
send both Mb nieoe and daughter, another son-in-law of miss Sally, 

Dr. Holbrook of -“ew Orleans, a grandfather .in hie own right, heard 
about little Sally and the impossibility of her getting to Europe. 
Immediately he set wheels in motion and now little Sally, albeit 
belatedly, will be sailing in‘another week or so. Gome to think of it, 

I believe it Was little “Ally's picture that figured in the Aswell 
article in Colliers a year ago. 

... . «, I « 4 , f\ « • • • 

I have never chanoed to meet Dr. Holbrook, but that was no factor 
in disoouraging my impulse to take Undetwpod in hand this evening and 
tell him preoiely what I thought of him. fhere ,was something 
about his aot that struck me as being so muoh like what you would 
do under exactly the same ciroumstanoes. 

And for -the life Of me, I can't imagine why X oalled little MIsb Gunn 
Sally, for in reality her name is -‘ary, but there are so many Sallies 
in the uartzog olan, 1 guess I must have thought.one or more additional 
oneswouldn't make muoh difference. Somehow it seems part and parcel 
of ray tendency to give ohildren extra names, for Md Band's little 
girl'8 name is Milan, and X always call hex ^ary ifillen for no reason, 
while Jackie's little girl is Winnie but X always call her 
•Vinnie M ,, 

ay for no reason *, rth# 
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memorandum: 


And so, if. yopr eajrs burned along about 9 o'clock this 
morning, it may have teen due in part to the conversation Celeste 
and I were having about you. 

Celeste had just caught,her breath to an affirmative- answer 
on my part when she had remarked: 

. "I am running up to Dr. Knipmayer 1 s clinic at St, 

-iathews to get my annua), thphoid shot, rfould you like to go 
with me." - . 


1 gue.ss this must have been the first time I ever answered Yes 
to any question involving me and the big road, which accounted for 
her surprise. 


.*nd so we slid up the Bermuda Boad to the clinic, and all 
during the trip she seemed impelled to speak of you and what a 
grand person you are. Everyone likes to hear pleasant things 
said about those one loves and today'e go onfrour account was no 
exception. ; , I , 

hi, K., on seeing us drive up, dropped everything and came 
out to.gTe^.^?. he said he wasn't too surprised.to.see Celeste 
but he never dreamed I would venture so far afield, I was glad to 
have him show, me about the place, for it is one of those 
institutions in which I have long been interested, have heard much 
About, but never before seen. The.building, although not large, 
is adequate. There are three rooms, a large reception and waiting 
room aoros^ the entire width of the house and It is here that a 
receptionist interviews the patients, taking down their names and 
addresses and later enters whatever data Dr. K. gives regarding sub¬ 
sequent treatment, .There are two rooms immediately behind this 
waiting room, one for examination, containing all the furniture, - 
t^ble, couch, etc,, required, while the third room of the establishment, 
to the left of the consulting room, and immediately behind the 
waiting room, is set asice for treatment, ith all the endless 
paraphanalia that goes to make up suoh a frightening place. 

It was there 1 was given my typhoid shot, and with neatness and 
dispatoh was it acqomplished. There are three assistants, - 
,1&e receptionist, the giver of shots, eto., who is white, and 
another who is colored, - and a graduate nurse, as I understand it. 


x forgot to report that the barbecue on the 19th was not 
a ooraplete success, the beef not having been cooked or barbeeudd long 
enough, so that few people oould chew it. But where the beef 
left something to be desired, the booze filled in, with the frolic 
coming to an endon a high note and with three gyloppies scattered across 
the ditches and spread over the cotton fields as avidenoe of h 
successful day...... • 


The plain walls of the roeption room axe gaily decorated with 
arpropriate posters oouoerning health, posture, eto, I admixed 
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these, both fox their artistio c mposition and fox their 
striking messages., Later in the morning, when Dr. and lire. 

Knipmayer dropped by for the weekly ohat and glass of wine, 

I express enthusiasm for ti.e posters and they seemed pleased 

that I had admixed them, for they had been busy cahtting with 

Celeste while I was examining the "decors", and hadn t realized 

1 had noticed them. I even went to such lengths as to : 

express the hope I might have one of them, if ever new* ones 

should be forth-coming to replace the old. Dr. K. said 

he had in m nd to replace all of them this coming . eek with new 

ones just arrived and offered me whatever I wanted. I ±h 

told him I would particularly like the one in blaok and 

white, - not so much for its artistiovirtues as for its 

message. I propose to tack it up at the far end of the tub in 

ray bath xoom'where its terse message oan easily be read. iSvery* 

once in a while some panicky pilgrim asks to use the bathroom, and 

even uiss alberta has made such a request. It is for her and 

dizzy bags like hex that I shall tack up the poster, - 

the black silhouette of a baby's bust on a white circular background, 

the bilance of the poster plain black with bold letters in 

white reading: 

"Don't Giver Your Baby Syphilis," 

I oan scarcely wait for magnolia painting time next May when, 
in the course of events, little ^iss will ask if sh6 can use 
my bathroom, and immediately after entering, will come hot-footing 
it out, and with big starry, puzzled eyes, declared . • 

"But I don't understand why you have put up that.poster for 
me to^xead...Why, you know that I have no baby....." 

und now, after all this tomfoolery, may 1 refer to the attached 
duplicate of my,letter to Dr. Wilkerson. You might glide over the 
errors of which * am gonsoious, a couple of interruptions having 
distraoted me in 4 the midst of.sentences, but as for th6 burden 
of the thing, what think you. During the months ahead, you might 
keep this letter in mind, in,ease ideas concerning it should oome to 
the"surface or if you.should stumble over any old snapshots that 
might be serviceable for the purpose outlined, although 
-"diaries" have been mentioned, f was oareful not to say the Aadam 
aotually-had one, but in the event, as you ponder on.the matter, you 
n feel exerpts from hers might give flavor to the pieoe without 
violating any personal points she might not have wanted in print, 
you might advise me on that subject and allied ones, as they oome to 
mind. lfe don't have to,rush into any of this business, but 
if w» *;set suoh eggs" in the baok of .our minds, it seems poseible that 
something might eventually hatoh out that would be worth while.,,.,, 


k ■ M - 01 
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Friday, June k3rd, I960, 


ilemorandum; 

Hot sunshine, thermometer in the 90*8 and high winds, — 
the latter not seeming to make much sense with the balance of 
the set-up, but that seems to be the lay-out, regardless. 

t 

The prettiest thi-ng 1 have seen today, wishing I might 
share the same with a certain -*lss Dee, is the veil of purple 
shimmering through the tender green of the water hyachinthes in 
the big old sugar pot. *n explosion of flowers burst into bloom 
during the night and as the day progressed, the amethyst deepened 
as additional buds unfolded. There is something about their 
delicaoy ox color that seems to make more precious the various shadings 
of the green foliage, the purple flowers, the flock of goldfish on the 
sub-surfaoe, - the whole contrasting so strikingly with the 
rough and rusty iron of the great pot and the ancient stone 
base on which it rests. 

You will enoy the little note from a elen and there as some¬ 
thing about the superlative kindliness in which she touched on 
< expense accounts that reminded me a little of the exquisite 

fashion in which someone else I know oan manage such matters with 
suoh touching delicaoy, 

• ,■* - w « v • . » *1 * ’ 

I shall advise her by return mail that going any pfcee 
this summer is out of .the question but will suggest that she 
and Caroly pass this .way on their return from Gatlingburg, I 
recLon you may know the region, - which remind« me so much of the 
AShville countryside. It is certainly a lovely locality and I 
think the two ladies should have fun. as for Gatlingburg itself, 

I never could wax enthusiastic about it. 'The narrow valley, reminding 
me a little of the Delaware Hater Gap oountryside, is .delightful, but 
I never could see muoh to Gatlingburg itself, if the place I thought 
was gatlingburg Was really it. Long had 1 heard the place spoken 
of in suoh widely sfparate places as Boston and Hatches, and somehow 
from whai I-hear, I conjured up a picture of something that woui 
be like Saratoga, without the raoa -track, - the Saratoga of 
ante bellum days, leisurely pilgrims, a big baited States Hotel 
wdth. great galleries runnin all over the place, wisteria and all 
t at sort of thing. But I never could find much of a hotel and 
the pilgrims 1 saw, - and the natives, - were more on the Tob&coo 
Hoad design than bayou gentry. Perhaps I was there at the 
wrong season. Perhaps it was ray imagination that was at fault. 

In any event, x don 1 t'have to go to Gatliu^burg. 
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You would have teen perfectly enchanted at the appear&uoe 
of the oircl drive at ^renbourg at dawn this morning. All the 
crepe myrtle's were in liheir gayest festoons, white, purple, water 
melon red and pink.. Thus enumerated, the combination sounds pretty 
terrifia but somehow through adequate spaaing and natural 
harmonies, they presented an impressive spectacle. 

On ray return, after a fair amount of physical exercise, I was 
all a-drip, and so, with a view to cooling off a bit before 
plunging into my bath, I -decided 1 would do a little re- 
arranging in my over extensive bath room. I..divided it into 
two parts, .doing nothing whatsoever to the bath section tut 
turned the armoir around at right angles, backing it against 
the 2 )ast wall, - on the front gallery side. This gives a heap 
of Si,ace for a flock of small chairs, a table by the window and 
easy ac ess to the bookcase of J ean Baptiste, acing the window. 

It at the same time makes an extra little lounge in the house which 
certainly wouldn't seem necessary at first glance, hut often 
I am in conference wit'h one of my loc.al friends when the hands o 
some such pass this way, and usually such an advent terminates the 
conference abruptly to nobody's satisfaction, hhis new developement 
will therefore provide for a comfortable "withdrawing room",-aud 
so will serve & dual puprose, and will please me considerably. 

I intended answering your letter of /riday last past in regard 
to your inquiry regarding a response to Sister's card. In my 
opinion, no response is imperative, but if one be made, I think I 
would say something ^fbout what a pleasant trip had been experience, 
and as this was the first one made ^>outh of the Garolinas, she oan 
well appreciate how ...uoh it meant to be able,-to explore everything 
from -Louisiana to “exioo Gity. J'rora little u lss alberta ox somebody 
or other she will probably le&ru of. your stop-over here, and so if 
you cover this area in some general phrase, suoh as emphasising 
the tour through -Louisiana and on Southward, ^olrose will be 
adequately covered. I,.voioe this idea merely as the way I would 
handle it without giving it much thought, b\\t any way you do it will 
be alright, and if you prefe.r to mention ^elrose specifically, that 
'would be alright, too. 

i»nd I intended congratulating' before now on having run up on 
530 ^adison while in the Orescent Glty and to have had a glimpse at 


the Beauregard nouse wl^ich, to ray way of thinking, it one of the 
best examples of the ante bellum town houses in the cLty. I oontinue 
to marvel at ajll the pertinent .things you accomplished on such & brief 
tour, surely you exooeded everything I ever knew of in all you 
absorbed in suoh a limited t'ime.. I think you're wonderful. 


Sunday, June &5th, 1950. 


Memorandum: 

I reckon Friday's Memo re&ohes your true hand at the same 
time this one does, as I shall pos.t them both on the morrow. 

The postman was half an hour early on Saturday, and as he had 
departed before I marched to the store, I held back the 908 
item for Monday mailing. 

Assuming Dr. VYilfcerson acts favorably on my letter to him, of 
which you have the duplicate, I shall have to begin casting 
about for suitable snapshots of the Madam. During the ensuing weeks, 
will you let your mind run oyer some of then* that may have found 
there way to you. -tlease don t look for them now, but merely 
keep ’the matter in the back of your mind. In the event 
something by way of reproduction might eventually be in order, we 
can then concentrate on the matter. It seems to me there once 
was one of the M a g am> x,yle ana me, which l*yle styled "The -Lame, 
the' "alt and the Blind", - taken un..ez the old magnolia by the 
side gate, and fairly clear. I saw one once of the “Warn and 
her loom and another at her scrapbooks, each of which mignt be 
pertinent to the business contemplated,. but 1 have no idea if 
a y of these ever journeyed in your direction. At the moment 
none of these things need concern us much, —but as time goes on, 
and memory of this one or that comes to the surface, it might be 
well to make a mental note of them, just in case we should eventually 
h ve occasion to use them. 

\ 

In the florhl department,.! have to mptnion something I 
have just learned by observation, and while it is of no interest, 
still I like to share it with you. I spoke of the water hyachinethes 
coming into flower the other day. They resemble the bulb hyachinth 
in that they stand straight up on a stem from 6 to 10 inches in 
height, with the individual flowerB, of which there axe several 
in the bunoh at the top, being rather larger than the bulb variety, 
perhaps with a radius equal to the size of a Quarter of & half collar. 
But what I have learned about them, - having noticed it this 
year for the first time, is the faot that when the flowers have 
finished blooming, the stem automatically, and within the epaoe 
of a few hours from tie time the last flower has folded up, - the 
stem re-adjusts itself from its straight up posture to something 
suggesting an elongated "S". an inch above its base, at the 
surfaoe of the water, the stem begins to ourl downward, letting 
the upper part of the stem down into the water. *bout on inch from 
the top of the stem, where the remains of the faded flowers cluster, 
the stem ourves upward, the ourve part resting in the water, and 
the remainder projecting above the surfaoe, from which point, 

I assume, the new plant begins to manifest tigns of setting up 
housekeeping for itself. 
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On the home front, the weather has been scorching, 
wtyioh is supposed to be bad news for the boll weevil, and 
not too good for humans either, although 1 seem to thrive 
on it, 

J. h. and Qeleste dined in town today while I 
dined ith Madam regard, and a jolly luncheon it was, too, 

hr, and -*rs. .hand oame late this fternoon, bearing 
a hu 6 e trayof what appears elegant'items for my supper, 

Among qthef things, I notice a home made meat pie, macaroni wit 
hunks of chicken in it a bowl of shrimp salade, another 
bolil of freshly stew fruint, cherries, peaches, pineapple, 
smothered in waves of whip cream, not to mention a slab 
of an c el food cake and so on, I hope -I may get an apatite going 
before folding-up time, for ti.e v.ite garden is lovely in 
the moonlight and Grandpa is sitting on the edge of it, 
Giggin's, and probably in a mood to astet me, even as 
he a,id ~ise .nee, if 1 eventually make* up my ^ind. 

1 am sorry 1 didn't get a chance to chat with the *ands, 
for just as they arrived, some people from the college who 
had telephoned on i'rd'day to ask i«f they might come, dropped 
in slap on the bands' 'heels," * 

. • .* • .1 X - ■ - , ’ - ■ t 

I finished, the Charles and Mary he-d Basic history 
ooE; the Li, o. I, wish they had terminated the piece with 
the year. 1908, for it seemed excellent up to that point, but 
than started, going hay-wire in ray estimation, fheir 
trp.tment of Taft was more glowing than he deserved, 1 think, 
and the tended to glide over the Wilson regime. The 
Earding-dofolt, ._e era skimraed-but Mr. hoover was trotted 
out in a surprisingly favorable light, a oourageous man, 
industrious, far-seeing,>effecient and praise-worthy, with 
not the vaguest suggestion as to the paralysis that seemed to 
reader him moribund-in face of the 1929-1932 disaster, 
floosevelt legislation-was reoorded but no reference, 1 think, 
to the humanizing efforts of U2* ana J*r. -aopkius wasn't 
mentioned. I got the digression, reading the hoover and 
"oosevelt chapters at the same,sitting that Mr. hoover was 
a fine humanitarian, imaginative and sympathetic, while 
.tr. Boosevelt was-a,political! who did what any politician 
in like airoumstauces would have done. It was all just 
a bit cock-eyed, and the more misleading because while most 
of the salient facts were presented, the irapreseion of the 
two men, as 1 understand them, was false, 

- *• . iiC • • 1 • ’ v * ’ C f 

, ' Tonight tl shall read the April header's higeet. I 
like the. niitlce .^bout the 1793 plague of yellow fever in 
Philadelphia, : nd the reference to holly Madisonwas a 
sui rise, as I hadn't expected to stumble over her in the 
oity of brotherly love *nd now for 'Grandpa and the moon,,.. 


Monday, June 26th, 1960 


Memorandum! -■•••• 

* , II -***' J * 

V ' L V. ,( ..ilj ,'.-' ‘ s • . v" * ‘ * '* . 

ioor little Miss Lee.and of all times, in such heat, to 

have suoh an experience 

^nd using, the word last; employed in the above paragraph, reminds 
me of _the rendra I may have quoted from some sage “in yesterday's Memo 

■ 1 - t ; T - • - 

‘"The trouble with Mxparience is that it i-s always teaching me 
something I don't want tp learn," 

' 1 * «. • •* . . , 

And I jam astonished .that lobster.a la hewbuxg should have 
such, jterrific results, for the stuff itself is so delicious, it seems 
unlrafeg nable that its aftermath could be so aevastating. 

Poor little Miss l*ee..; #4 ^z am. so, sorry fdr her, and t can 
scaraely imagine what it was like, floundering -around in Jackson nei c 
with such a business turning a oalm individual into the much talked o: 
"chicken on-a hot griddle". I sincerely hope the medeoine has 
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coincidence of stumbling over Plumette , so long, running through 
years sinoe you had seen her, so short a space since we had 
mentioned her name. It is good to know she is looking 
so well and so personable, I smiled to myself when youlmentioned 
the white lie you told when responding to her inquiry regarding the 
chance you might have heard from any of our former friends of the old 
d»s. Something more stunning that the effects of lobster a la newburg 
would have flattened her hout then and there on the pavement, had she 
had so much as a glimmering of what June 1950 meant for friends of 
the old dqys, ....... 

I refeired to the April Header's .Digest in my note of yesterday, 

I intended .eutiouing a couple of articles I enjoyed, - the*one 
about bears, Hoebuok and the other about socialized raedeoine - 
the latter by Harold Stasson, which seemea to hold some pOSUfve 
suggestions Up to now, tjhe American Medical association seems to 
have been dead set against any kind of health insurance, and thus in 
accord with the die-hard Hepublicans, Hut Stasson, being neither a 
medioo nor a *epblican admits .there is a need for some solution 
of the preeent impossible medical jungle in which we find ourselves and 
goes a step further and while repeating the British type, offers one 
means or another to solve the problem. So long as the G. 0. 2 is in 
the hands of the Senator i'afts, it of cQur^e.goes without saying that 
the Stassons will never get a chancy at t e party's nomination, 

I am glad the package oame through promptly, but isn't it 
oda one of little Lestan's amethysit glass items was broken, while 
dhe larger more ordinary hit of pottery traveled, alright, 

think of it, let me refer to the Spanish documents, for 
you will .fine many of them of little or, no interest; saveas fcfoy 
refieot the legal doings of the colonial period, and at the same * 
time, youAvill find it perfectly maddening, 1 am sure, that never was 
a. notation made as to how the controversies, detailed in these documents. 

° n ^ SUQh » “ and u ls 9ndles s, along about 
the middle of the bbok, if membory serves, and had to do with establishing 
true ownership to a piece .of ground or a line fenoe or some suoh. You 
may b as astonished as was I when in, reading along c aily through 
V" 11 a 2? ° on £ U8 |- Q tt testimony, there is a most unexpected refera^rifll 
krs. rfimbushes hat , fhe Madam was going along a mile ■ 
readin^ this section td me alound oue day, when she 
the sentence therein reference was made to the lady 
only after »she had automatically read the words did S 
strike her, whereupon both o* us rolled on the floor.^mekiilimr 
part about the whole thing was that we never could find any other to 

It S£,-££.“ 4 h8t hat " etS 408884 lat0 the3e l0 sal lines for. 

fhe weather continues hot and mafvelous and -renbourg is thriving 
» \usinesa 0 : y " 8 y ° U 088 11,988 4a * 8 84 *• «•‘-or. 


, Tuesday, June k7th, 1950, 




Memorandum; 

- - , « * i 

A billion thanks for your,thoughtful and cooperative air 
message i,n this morning's post, 

1 am indebted to you for several suggestions of which 1 shall 
speak below or at subsequent sittings, 

Hirst off, in response to your kindness in offering to 
'run through the November, 1948 Journal, I azag urge you 
not to do so during such a hot season and when the pressure of 
other demands is so constant. Bo be kind to yourself and if 
you even consider the matter at all, merely let your mind drift 
over that period, weighing the wisdom of .making use of the 
material at all, frankly, * haven't made up my mind about it as 
yet, although when 1 wrote you about the scrapbook idea, it did 
occur to rhe that making use of some of that material, - If no more 
than an edited portion of thp Memo for a single day,-- Hovember 18th, 
1948, rai^ht give an authentic touch to the final pages on 
the -*adam s career, - or at least supply a prolonged writing of 
the word 'Hnd" to the volume, « 

Of course we would want to eliminate everything not bearing 
directly upon the subjeot, - and it is quite possible that when 
such parts toere removed or re-arranged, .the residue might not 
mean much, Uever writing to you except with you in mind, 

Ihuven't the vaguest notion how the stuff would look in print 
to oneether than yourself, in view of the closeness of the bond 
of understanding between us, I can well imagine go.,8 of stuff 
that would be imperative for th6 com reheneion on the part of 
others may well not appear in a transcript of our own personal 
conversations from day to day. And so I leave the decision to 
you, and some time later, when lees pressed on other fronts, if 
you care to glftnoe over a page or two of that November 18th, it 
would be good to have your opinion. If it does seem to be use- 
able, well and good, for it might retain the feeling .of the 
year *in which it as written, but on the other hand, it may be 
altogether too personal, either in . v the matter of confidences as 
between us or in r gaid to foibles ofmembexs of the family, etc,, 
in which event we might leave the thing on ioe for a while. 
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And may x aoncratulate you on the excellenoe of youx 
su 6 geBtion reg rding the use of material, - the letters, - from 
the Garmollte volume. i’rom what you have mentioned of them, I 
should think, one or tv;p of them, judiciously seleoted, would 
he excellent as an example of the reaction of such a striking 
personality as that of the Purple -^ady to what she saw and felt 
on her visit to Melrose. 

What is your p opinion regarding what people like to 
read most, —a stark, unedited Diary, - I am thinking of the 
Lladam s or the Journal of mine, —or do they prefer to have 
ii fed to them between sentences and paragraphs of comment., 
as in the case of the lestan diary. I suppose they prefer the latter, 
since probably the average reader hasn't sufficient imagination or 
is too unacquainted with circumstances-and details merely touched 
on by the disriest, so that an understanding of thetext required 
elaboration, Por myself, I usually prefer the straight stuff, 
leaving the inter rotations for some ^biographer, but I guess 
most people like to have the stuff strung together, which probably 
for the average reader, makes the. digesting of the same the easier. 
Under present circumstances, I couldn't very well do much by 
way of amplification, but I rai ; ht be able to -do so at some later 
time. ' - , 

And., your reference to what became of the Louisiana scrapbook 
is timely, t I believe Dora has it. Sometimes it would seem as 
though manuscripts are co piled and submitted for publisher's 
consideration at a time not propitious, and. if set'aside for 
a while, the proper and raa 0 ical moment may strike when the 
rejected item is snatched at. I should think I might be exacting 
a response to the Wilkerson letter in a day or two. If he seems 
to like the idea of the M elrose ocrapbook, perhaps, when it has 
gone through the f .prese, ,he may like the Louisiana one, too, —or 
even if he doesn t perhaps someone else may. I am gl d you 
mentioned the matter, for it had faded so far from my memory 
that I should probably not have recalled it at all. 

And may 1 oon^ratulte you on having discovered the Governor's 
edict on indigo oulture. What fcirhgt eyes you have and what 
diligenoe. But X pray you not to rush into a transoription, for 
time is not pressing, in faot I am currently trying to obtain a 
complete transcript of the 1776 flatchitoohas Census and 
iSxiJort dooument, and I thought we might use both the Datoh toohes 
documents, jjIus the Datohez elaboration on dndigo culture,’ as 
filler for *art 1 of the Melrose Scrapbook, bo you see there is 
no rush at all on the thing, and, should you not have already forwards 
lt v you mi^ht retain the transoription and l will send you the 
Uatbhitoches thing when it comet to hand, so that you may toss 
the two along side by side and see how they harmonize, 

Bo much to talk about, and yet, altho gh limited in remaining 
space, i must tell you how marvelously the gardenia continues 
to thrive at Axenbouxg. 12 new blossoms thie morning, 6 for to¬ 
morrow,.,,,,. 


Wednesay, June 28th, 1960, 


Memorandum: * 

I believe your copy of Dooumente of Spain in JJatohez 
does not include the data, jotted down on the accompanying 
sheet, a couple of interruptions prevented me from 
getting in down as I wanted to, but perhaps you wont ming 
making a transcript of it, - including whatever corrections 
are necessary, assuming that you may find the notes of 
sufficient interest, as throwing some light on the volume itself, 
as to make them worth putting on a couple of separate pages and 
perhaps pasted in the front of your volume, 

, Last night- I intended responding to a question in your 
last letter regarding gardenias, but suddenly I discovered I 
had already reached the limit of available space, and so I 
shall touch on that matter while fresh in my mind, 

AS I understand it, Gape Jaamlnail is the genus and 
Gaxdenia"one of the species or varieties, i’he plant was 
first known to Europeans through accounts of it from 
sea oaptains who had transported it* to the -outh African Gape 
of v-ood uopesometime prior to the discovery of America. 

It is said that- the reports reaching fx Bnrope from the Gape 
described the plant as having been brought from *hina and that 
its perfume greatly resembled the jasmine flower with which 
Europeans were already familiar. She plant thrived in southern 
Africa in the years following it arrival from the Orient, 
and although it had been frequently described by travelers 
in Gruope who had seen it in the i^ark Continent, It was 
not successfully transplanted in England until the 17th 
oentury. It was beoause it had so long been escribed as 
a plant of jasmine like pefume, found in gardens on the Gape, 
that 0r , reaohlng the British Isle is'was styled "Gape Jasmine . 


lie of 


Bub sequent ly a nu mber of varieties appeared i n Angled, 
f the most celebrated types having been forwarded to the 


Linnet! 

honor. 


1 society by i>r. Gardener of “iddleton Gardens 0 n the 
toy niver of outh Carolina, a hortioultur&list of 
Ration who had imported this particular variety from 
l^kireot for the Middleton family • In appreciation 

Rrdeuax 1 s thoughtfulness in Eendlng this heretofore unkuown 
HJVX’the genus "Cape Jasmlue", his gift to the 
eWooaiety was c lveu the uarae, "Gardenia* in tLo Aootor 8 


personally, I am not sure, but I think X known the 


f 
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Gardenia when I see one, and I believe we have one at Arenbourg. 
It is hut of from small to medium size and is often the type 
of Gape Jasmine sold by ? florists in Northern cities of the U. 3. 

It is particularly well adapted for botonnieres, for 
it has the birtue of nestling upright on one or more of the 
leaves growing on the same stem, oome varieties of the Gape 
Jasmine tend to hand down their heads and do not all put 
forth their flowers near ti.e contrasting evergreen leaves of the 
plant. Your Gape Jasmine, growing near the prospective gallery 
at Arenbourg is one of the fibier types I have seen. It is 
a "j'ortuni", and as you know, is not small but do*es not hang its 
head, i’ui thermore the 'center of the i’ortuni presents a larger 
flower than the comparatively' tight knit Gardenia, and 
the jfortuni is embillsihed by a circle of petals forming a 
generous frame about the ample flower in the center. 


In response to your inquiry as to which name I like better, - 
the genus, "Gape Jasmine" or the specie, "Gardenia", I must 
say -L haven t much choice, "Gardenia" I have heart* for so long 
in northern-climes, and'long before I-knew it was but one 
type of Gape Jasmine, that "Gardenia" seems ever so natural 
to sajz whenever speaking of-any of the several types. But 
in the deep couth, and especially ^ circles made up of the 
noblesse of the old school, - Dr. Butler, Hiss Cammie, all of 
old -cato.ez, HJLss ~ellie and so on, one never hears anything 
save "Gape vasmine". new-comers to the couth and the unsocial 
or untutored whites often refer to the whole business as 
IfGardenia", and if 1 remember correotly, Charleston, in the 
upper social brackets and old time intellecufcls incline to 
refer to it as or them as "Gardenias", probably as a hold over 
of Ur.^Gardener'sinfluenoe on the horticultural co munity in 
rhe 18th century. But fthat has always impressed me profoundly 
' both it Mississippi and .Louisiana is the fact thatWhile this 
flower is a favorite among colored people, and is the one flower 
which all of them seam able to call by name, I have invariably 
heard them mention it as a "Gape Jasmine", and never, I thinkh^fl 
have I heard a negro suy "Gardenia". Only a week ago a lijttJI 
boy not more than 7 or 8, bowed to-me as I was returning fi^fl 
Arenbourg one mobhing, and with a beaming smile said; 

"I'hat sure is a pretty Gape Jasmine you’ee toatl^^^^^r 

i’he child comes from a family, 'none of whom B, 

and I firmly believe none of them know the name 
solitary flower, save the Gape Jasmine. And th^^^^Hrte of 
the fact, as I check on just for fun later, th^^^M[pe jasmines 
grow within miles of the home of this family.^^Httl&ble don't 
you think, what with magnolias for com etition Wb the name 
"Gardenia seemihgly'so much easier. 

All runs smoothly in uhese parts, with & slight shower 
to cut the intense heat this noon, hon liorsley came veFtflrdnv 
tod hj with Ualiforniaus, « s irx b to taLa pioturs B ?™!.f ^ “ 4 


W lQ > 

■rte Of 

HKLpe jasmines 
rehable, don't 
the name 




Thursday, June 29th, 1960, 


Meraorandumi 


Celeste came by just as sun down, bringing no end of 
food, sent by Blythe Hand for my supper, 

I - . t 

having had one already, let us hope somebody or other liking 
shrimp salade, egg plant, three kinds of rolls and chicken, passes 
this way. 

Celeste had been at the -wand camp al,l day, where a card party 
had been under way sino'e ten this morning. 

Celeste stepped off here long enough for a cigaarette with 
me on the back gallery. She said: 









"Mrs, Hand said she had such a lovely letter from Miss h ee . 

and a lovely gift,....a lovely box of chocolate and lovely 
handkerchiefs.....Miss Bee is such a lovely girl....and so 
pretty, too.,,...." , 

So there you a re and if you never hear from the Hands, as 
is quite probable, since they have never been known to write 
letters, you will at least have the satisfaction of knowing that 
your several kindnesses were acknowledged and appreciated, even 
though it was but by word of mouth. 

J » •• * 

Tersonally, I .oan think of n 0 satisfaction equal to the deep 
down delight in hearing second hand that one we lave is 
so admired by others. 

• 

. Today'8 post was ourious. I had expooted letters fro . Ora and 
Dr.. Nilkerson but reoeived notes from Hobina, Mr. ^arness, etc,, 
and. some books from the Hew Orleans lublio, The latter were timely, 

^ thought, since 1 had completely run out of Btuff, and I was 
accordingly surprised when the books turned out to be three differ¬ 
ent^ items 1 had finished a week baok and returned several days ago. 

• "ton will get a mild kick out of the going-over given that 
woodseyep ite, little Miss C. Dormon. The letter covering 
that oaae^was Obviously written in a rush, but in spite of that, 
the observations wore telling set forth, it seems to me. The cir¬ 
cumstances under wHich the letter, following a shopping trip, was written 
• reminded me of something ^yie once said: 

"There sat Hobina , with a firm grasp on herself but gently 
perspiring. n . 
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/L'Juma U 

Hu, 


Lot ea -' 


F ridai-, June 30th, 1960, 


locally plans tor the impending week end have been altered, 
i'he S. G, fienrys, Jr,, reached baton i\OUge from Germany today, 
and as a round of parties are in order forthwith, plank for the 
two families for coming to ^elrose for a meek end have been post¬ 
poned until the 8th, The Joe (Texas) Henrys have been advised, 
but no one knows if they will come through on the present 
or fore-going schedule, or will delay until the 8th, Je's 
birthday is.on the 4th and a couple of extra cakes had been planned, but 
that is about all. • 

I am hoping the Texas numbers will come this week end and 
the baton Rouge tri,be on the following one, for the spread will 
make it more pleasant fox everyone, now that the thermometer has 
oliinbea so high and crowding has its disadvantages, 

I just glanced out of the window and am convinced the moon 
must be full tonight, there is such a golden glow over everything and 
the sundial stands out so distinctly against the glow-worm decked 
bhmboo beyond. This morning I replaced the cannas at the base 
of the pillars.elong the gallery, - there were yellow and reds there, 
if you recall, and today's new contingent are all'WMtd. They 
standout like great ‘luminous frosty stars in the marvelous 
shadow oast by the equally marvelous moonlight. I can 
see Grandpa sitting on the edge of the basin of St. Giggin's 
fountain and suggesting a big old yellow and white oanna,spilled 
over on to the gallery. Off ahnd I might assume he might be eyeing 
me to suggest 1 join him for con anionship, but keeping my ego under 
mild control, i realize perfectly weil that he probably catohes tie 
faint aroma of the shrimp salads and probably has thought up a 
good idea, - to wit, tuat 1 eat tne salads and share the shrimp 
section with him, 

... _ C 

The news commentators certainly had a break in a dull season ' 
wheu the ^oroa episode flared. I hef.rd some wise-acre going full blast 
last ui fc ht, explaining, how the Luited otutes was solidly backed up 
by feuch members of the united lotions as Hi Salvador, Guatemala’ eta * 
•which may ha have been solid in their backing but it did sound as * *’ 
though there wasn't much bulk. 

The Louisiana legislature continues its hill billy tomfoolery, 
ana the Governor, addressing the legislature the other night, paused 
OLce or twice to taue medeoiua. hr, Rnipraayei today!observed that 
he never nead of a case requiring doBes in such rapid succession that 
anyone addressing t..e public gat ering couldn't wait until concluding 
before tuaing out the medecine dropper and saving a go at the stuff, 

Tne Governor, asking J, n, :to do him a favor, has been telephoning all 
afternoon arid e<ily this evening, but he'll nave lots of opportunity 
to take inter.-ittent doaee before he or anyone else catches up with 

0m &9 •••••« 


Memorandum: 


How good are you.and God.and tne postman. 


This morning came your grand letter and the accompanying 
gift of photographs. They are wonderful, both items, and I 
couldn't begin to tell you how much pleasure they have afforded me. 

The one photograph 1 like best is the one with you in the fore¬ 
ground and the ^orabardy poplars in the background. 

Botticelli's Venus on a seashell rising from the sea I have 
always liked. This snapshot is'wonderful and quite out does the 
Renaissanoe master in ray affection,The lights and shdows in the 
foreground are just right for bringing out the most important 
feature of the picture, and I shall forever e indebted to you for 
all the happiness this likeness will hold in store for me in the days 
to come. 

The ones taken on the gallery at Yucca are alright, too, and I 
think the lights and shadows you caught in the one of me quite remarkable, 
while the St. Giggin' fountain and its old grind stone btlse, - 
and even old St. Gigg himself and the surrounding foliage is 
wonderfully clear and decorative. 

t 

I wish there* had been more sun 'for you and the Jane River 
Gobelin, but perhaps it is nicer as it is, there seems to be such 
a pleasantly subdued background for little Hiss Bee, and I am 
glad the punka appears in the upper left to carry out the 
Southern setting, »<ith about an inch taka off the right of 
tne pioture in this size, - where the window shows, we si,all have 
left a pleasaut composition which eventually Vie may use to 
advantage as an illustr tion for ye olde plantation and its 
people and its handiwork. 

You are certainly to be congratulated on the one you took 
-f-the big house, showing your uoor, for it is Leldora one gets a 
picture from that augleshowing the steps, that comes out well, 

*s for the *renbouig ones, i like all oi them <xid they teem 
remarkably clear. 1 don t find they have too much sky, Tor 
lots of sky is a dominant feature of this delta country and ! am 
inoliued to think the rresenoe of plenty of It in the pictures 
adds to their oharu and authenticityThe one looking towards 
Celine's house is a pure i’ragooard oombiued with Millet, while 


Celine's house is a pure I'ragooard combined with Billet, while 
t .e unee of the river seem beautifully framed by existing flora, 
B. 3, •'ohnaton, H, Baldwin tud C. Ramsey had better look to the! 
laurels when you step out with your camera* 
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ihe latter from Dr. .Vilkerson, looked for yesterday, arrived todah. 
X*h^ve made a mighty poor transcription of it, enclosed herewith, 

Don t ho ther to save the copy, as I shall send the original along 
a little later, supposing «oe *enry may come this week end and would 
like to see it, as he is raord interested in such business than 
the others. 

Cii hand., 1 should say hr. ..ilkerson's reaction is favorable, 
so*yoti*see y.our y.rediotiQn* in your letter arriving in the sane mail was 
correct. 

I shall respond*to his letter in a day or two and send you 
the duplicate so you may be kept abreast, I shall withhold 
any mention of the Old Louisiana Scrapbook until after the Melrose 
one gets under motion, feeling t .at once the latter is accepted, 
the former'might :..ore along in the right direction as a matter of 
course, ,■ 

In none of this business, let us and particularly and most 
especial you, n let us get into a rush about doing things. It is 
so wonderful of you to so generously assist in the creation of the 
manuscript, but 1 pray you not to let it make enervating demands 
on you when you have so many prior claims to your energies, 

i'rom time to time 1 shall feel quite free to mention possible 
items'that may or may not be used in c nnectiou with the ^elrose 
item, on the assumption thnt you really will not let the mere mention 
"of them start you hunting- for things when you .might much better 
be relaxing. case in point is a letter you may have, - or may 
not, - and 1 pray you not to st rt trying to unearth it immediately, - 
the last letter Lyle wrote, probably in April, 1945, or was it '46, 
wherein he spoke of his affeotion for the Madam. as I recall it 
was-typed and on a Sheet of papera ooujale of inches smaller both in 
length and width that this sheet. I don't recall its precise wording 
but it seems to me it might be an'Example Of his affeotion for 
the -iadam that would do honor to both of them. rlease don't start 
seraohing for it, but in case you do sometime run goross it, just 
glance through it and decide it you think it suitable material. 

A’fankly, I think 1 shall have to'labor mightily to keep 
the scrapbook character of the impending opus fresh in the 
'•‘ilkerson mind. In order to keep the thought in the fore¬ 
ground, I shall place whatever material Gomes to hand in a scrapbook 
in the chronological orderto be used in the printed volume. Perhaps 
this tentative arrangement will tend to impress »x, W. with tne 
idea that the story is to be told in piotures and exerpts 
rather than literary composition. Using this raentod, it will therefore 
be compar tively easy for us to seud the work back and forth to 
eaon other from time to timeas the pot approaches the boiling stage. 

But i must close for tonight. Again thanks to you for having 

dlys'aLad 8UCh * ^ H ” d B0uve ““ 8 for so much happiness in 


Sunday, July 2nd, 1960. 



Memorandum: 

* 1 . ‘ ' ‘ ' * f *'-*•. V • • 

Bid somebody onoe say that the most subtle form of 
flattery is imitation. 

Well, be that as it may, I am told the Holy Ghost fathers 
across the river at St, Augustin's Churoh had heard much talk 
about the Ghapel of the Blessed Martin at Yucca, and one day 
last week they confided to Miss Sally, when dining with her at 
Magnolia that they had decided to contrive a Ghapel in the 
Heotory so that on hot days or cold ones, it will not be 
necessary for them to go out of the house and across the 
15 foot greensward to the Chur oh hard by, but may remain under 
their own protecting roof and perform whatever services of 
a religious nature are required, -and-particular ly when the 
concourse of people in attendance is small. 

What surprises me is that they never had one before. Dr. 
Knipmeyre declares they never would have had one at all if 
there hadn't been so much buzzing about the Yucca one, —the 
presence of which seemed to get into the perruques of the 
Holy Ghost reverends who felt that the Glerics most certainly 
ought to have such a business if even a non-conformist like me 
could stir one up. 


20 years ever penned a line to the Madam and only onoe did she 
take time out, - last year while at the Plaza, - to write 

me. - . - 

< 

i'he other euolosure speaks for itself. It bring8 up 
a po nt I should have mentioned in ray last letter. . Don't you 
think we might transcribe the paragraph from her last letter 
before thie one, wherein she mentions-quite spontaeneoualy 
the influence the Madam had on her life. It seems to me 
this may supply exqellent direot quotation for the Scrapbook, 
for it must have the ring of authenticity, although I have already 
• forgotten its precise phraseology, and accordingly it may well 
upply precisely the note we may need to best express what 
Dr. '.Vilkerson had in mind when he referred to the influence 
Melrose and the Madam exerted on cultural points. And so, 
if on glancing at the former letter, - Just preoeeding the present one 
vou find it does make this point advantageously, yon might Jot 
it down and keep it in the envelope you are gathering together 
on-such points, - i 
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wiOnday, Jnl$ 3rd, 1950 


Uemorandura: 


a long hot day, and withal busy, both at ^renbourg and 

iielrose in the horticultural seotion. 

... 

* Tonight i toot up an album of snapshots, covering the 1930'e, 
and several items have oome to hand which we may be able to use 
to' advantage in the ukelrose scrapbook, The only i'tem other than 
snapshots- are the printed 'oolumns of an article Lyle wrote 
immediately after his first visit to Melrose, It Isn't dated, 
but i shall be able to determine that point later. The 
whole article we shall not want to use, for it has a lot of 
stuff in it about his trip down from hatohitoohes, a stop oft at 
Bermuda and det 11s about sights aloug the road between there and 
here, and muoh of the details about Lelroee included in that first 
article may be omitted, too, but 1 believe the major portion of 
the pieae, his fi:st impression of. »unt Ca.mie, etc,, and an 
enumeration of her children will make very desireable details. 
u n the same page is a snapshot of lunt Jamraie and lyle, in a very 
informal but rather charming posture, and that, I should think, 
might also find a place’in the book. 

I was also delighted to discover a .number of snapshots of 

Auut'O&mmie and Borne of the pieced or jmtoh work quilts on whioh she 
had an enthusiastic "go" over a period of ^ears. There is 
another of'her sitting en a' bepdh .witiuhAt favorite dog which" also 

may lend itself t<3 putTication, 

1 shall examine the photographs further on the morrow, and 
we shall see what we shall see. In the mean time, 1 anj delighted 
that these items have been brought to light, for the quilt 
association will carry out the point of her interest in that 
branch of'handoraft'while the one with Lyle i6 so gay and oh..rising 
t ut it will lend itself uicely to the patroness of letters seotion. 

On the baok of a photograph of old ii&roo, written in 
Lyle"'s hand, is an ‘account of the uaroo home, a reference .to iddie 
Buydam having sketched it and of *unt G&mmie getting 6one doors 
from the place as a surprise for Lyle., the doors being used on 
the back gallery of *ucoa, I count these finds ae fortunate for 
a day devoted almost exclusively to gardening, being more or less 
off hand. . 


store this 



From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #M-5889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY! PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


4277 


4278 

(!)M oka 


.and sometime when you. think of i-f , —or rather when you chance 
to have, an opportunity to do So, -*-and there is no rush whatsoever, 
you might make a note, for subsequent requests that I may make 
more than onoe, for that 14th verse in some chapter or other 
in i'ha ilible, - could it be Proverbs, —the one we have spoken 
of before, having' 31 verses in all, the several thus being- 
applied bj, some people as the verse who application should apply 
oee jjnj.'hose birthday the appropriate verse falls, 

/ ” 

I think- we may have some occasion to quote this verse in the 
scrapbook as applying to *unt Oammia, —something about "Like 
Dhe merchant ships, she brin^ fooa-frora afar..." or some such. 

« -V TT - ' - ' « 

. .Off hand, I dont exactly know where or how we may use the above, 
teit.lt may well oorae-'in advantageously, don't you think, 

, hut I SJibUld apologize for all this talk which certainly must 
make iqighty. dull reading, and besides and worst of all, there will 
' probably be endless pages -just like it or even worse in the days 
ahead,- . 

last night's thunderstorm came baok in force again early 
this afternoon, but never touched this section while dumping 
tons of thunder bolts and rain on 1,1 at ohi todies to the B 0 rth 
and. uloutierville to the J outh. all day long the tractors have 
been going-in the cotton, dusting six rows at a time wit some 
kind of poison that isn t unpleasant to human nostrils even 
though it is supposed te be deadly to inseots breathing it. The 
tractors concentrated on the fields immediately beyond the bamboo 
justmat first dark and now, a couple of hours later, the air, both 
inside and outside on the gallery is heavy.with the stuff. It 
tned-B to make the-eyes smart a little, but only midly, and 
the game is worth the oandle for the inseotaoide is said to 
be deadly on mosquitoes for miles'around. I certainly hope 
our firefly friends in the bamboo are immune to it, for ^ should 
certainly miss their nightly chasings about with their little lanterns 
all a-glow, i 


Tuesday, July 4th, 1960. 


,, ‘‘“f parties S9Qm to 1)8 in the - tomorrow, Wednesday and 

uriday and the Baton Bouge contingent arriving on the same day. It's 
a pace that doesri t kill me, since 1 incline to remain on my own 
side of the fence when "aria Antoinette starts putting ships in 
her hair and heading out with the *olignaos for a dab at card¬ 
cutting. i . 


i saw Aurellia today. -She says Bessie is home after her 
oaasarian o e.-.tion and that her second ohild, - another boy is 
fiua. she said the -children's grandmather said to the elder 
child, now 3, that she was happy to have two babies for graudohilaern 
now. Lut the older boy immediately proclaimed; "I ain't no babv 
no more, ....the other one is the baby and me, l!m now a pair or 
pants* 


Memorandum; • ' . 

*ow wonderfully quiet it has been today, ne’er a fire oraoker, 
ne'er a pilgrim. 

The absence of fire crackers is no surprise, what with 
such noises for no known reason being reserved for Christmas. 

But the horizon unfleoked by pilgrims is a horse of another hue, 
and 1 still can't aooount for it, but am nevertheless thankful. 

,he enclosures speak more or less for themselves. . To tell 
you the truth, when I was advised by the Dallas house of the 
. .identity of the person who .sent-fha crackers, I hadn't the vaguest 
notion w,hO the. lady might:b&V i«t ; 6 ; hahoed that three ladies within 

■ a week or sb. passed this-way flora the Texas area with' nephews. 

And- so it was Only with'today's note J and the mention of %le,n 
t:.aj; i;.placed the writer, who,-if memory serves'me and * read 
between the lines of her letter correctly, is in the nautre of 
a bag, • , . 

Still, what withiyourImention so recently of the Old Louisiana 
Scrapbook manuscript, .it ! seemed to me this might make an ideal 
opening,, avid so I have responded to her 'in the vein.indicated by 
the enqlosUre* arid 1 hate sent-along ftrcopy tp Dora so he may 
, Be fortified against a possible approach by« M &cmillan. It would 
certainly be odd if -the-manuscript, after being so long on ice, 
should suddenly be given favorable consideration, ■ ^ 

v^at .returned to Baton Rouge right after dinner find Dari went 
somewhere or other... Celeste, of course f went' to the ffolio on 
the island at Magnolia and J . and I had supper alone. It 
all worked out much to my satisfaction, and --the absence <jf 
hurly-burly gave me &u opportunity “td get' a. hevp of stuff done 
both at . rebourg r.nd Helrose in the gardeni.ng' depnrtmdnt, and 
a flock of letters to 'this one 'and that, with - a few '^o founding up 
data on the -‘elrose sorapbook, I also took occasion to do Some 
more exploring for local, material, and found a number of items 
of a pictorial pattern that may. come in handy. 
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I wish you mi^ht have been.with Grandpa and me this 
evening about first dart. We were sitting on the baak gallery 
doing nothing in particular! Ae a matter of faot I was sitting 
on the bench having a leisurely cigarette and Grandpa was 
fiddling around in the giant's bear, jumping at over- 
frisky June bugs. And then, Lo*. the gayest full grown 
blaok and white skunk quite unexpectedly put in an 
appearance, issuing from the butterfly lily bed just as 
tame as could be. Although I hadn't known of the friendship before, 
I concluded these two, - the skunk and Grandpa, mus be on 
very amicable .terms, for the skunk hopped over the edgeing 
on to the gallery'and Grandpa momentarily forsook his June 
bugs to stroll over and rub noses with his little friend. 

Both of them seemed satisfied that all was in order for 

in a minute of two Grandpa returned to the Giant's Beard and 
the skunk hopped back on to the greensward, nosing along in 

• search of supper, * suppose How if we can invite the olct Blue J ay 

* to join these other two at bug hunting, we really ought to 

have an unusual triangle, 

• • 

« 

I am- goiag to have to make up for today's respite from pilgrims 
when tomorrow rolls ‘round, for Celeste is entertaining for 
luncheon, I believe,-—three ladies from Shreveport and two 
from ^agnolia. I declined the invitation far dinner at high 
noon but will undertake a tour t as a t gesture of cooperation. 

as inline with the normal program, there is much card 
cutting scheduled in town for Thursday and .Friday, and as the 
little and big S, G. 's and .vives will arrivei sometime 
Saturday morning, that day will be fairly,full for the 
hostess who will have them and other members of the family to dine 
and this will be followed by something or other in twon, with , 
cocktails at Ban's, as 1 understand it, and'dinner and Paynie's, 
and beginning with Saturday dinner, 1 am declining all, and 

* if £ he youth and maiden just home from Bavaria after 2 or 3 years 
don t wish thdy were baak at Linderhof or some suoh, then they must 
be out out of the same bolt of cloth that wears best in the 
oonstant whiz of bridge, ...biscuit aqd beau monda. 


fue sday, July 6th, 1960, 


I.liad better get a move on an respond to the Wllkerson 
letter, 1 reckon. Perhaps I shall toss that off tonight - 
or take a whack at it on the morrow. But mail is going 
to be light so far is general averages gaaft go, what with 
comparatively few people,, 1 imagine, devoting much time of 
this prononged week end to pen pushing. I hope your day has 
been one of relaxation and rest, and not too much jaunting to 
Smithtown or where ever, and no lobster a la Hew burg. 


Memorandum: 

A long, hot, humid day with oceans of sunshine and 
breakers of pilgrims. 

Heavy clouds hung low on the Southern horizon all day, and 
I assume the Alexandria air port may have been getting a 
wash out. Tonight the clouds have moved up in this direction, 
but I am glad I watered things madly both at Arenbourg and Melrose 
for all the swirling storm clouds may turn out to be nothing 
more than "a flash in the pan", 

I send the enclosure so you may get a laugh from the 
salutation. I was impressed when I saw the envelope and even 
morewhen I got t'o the first line of greeting. I must 
denude myself of my clerical garb and throw away my long 
whiskers, for Dr. Holbrook is reputedly.one of the South's 
foremost psychiatrists, and I most certainly don't want to be 
guilty of misleading him as to my position in the local, set up. 

I suppose more than one Chapel has created a priest, but 
I had always supposed it was the other way around. Having used 
Estate stationary in dropping this most excellent man a note of 
congratulation, I can't for the life of me imagine who he 
got the impression I might be a Holy Ghost, and I certainly 
made no reference to religion or houses of worship or anything 
of the sort- I uBed to think it mildly amusing when Herr Kelly and 
I were want to exohange Germanic prefixes but this unexpected 
Father M. quite unhinged me. , 

I fulminated in my beard this afternoon when when 
six or 8 guests with their hostess from aaross the fence honored 
me with a two hour visit. I had just, one billion things 
to do and a couple of untutored gardeners running wild in the 
iris garden, presumably giving attention to the Ohinese- 
magnolias but just as likely as notslaying everything in 
eight except the two items they were supposed to be concentrating on, 
ut perhaps the enforced two hour.relaxation was good for the 
repose of the body if not for the will to labor, and I had 
done enough when first dark arriyed regardless. 
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Thursday, July 6th, IS50 


And I am ( pleased to report that I was successful in 
roUnding up some more photographic material for the 
^elrose Scrapbook.. I am especially delighted to have found 
an excellent picture of the Madam, madly weaving at her loom. 

It isn't a glossy print hut I believe a reproduction can readily 
be made nevertheless, i also discovered a whole batch of 
letters and articles that had been set aside by the Madam for 
eventual entry into a ^elrose scrapbook, and I have no doubt 
exploration of these items will produoe some suitable, and I 
trust, some striking data. 

When fiddling about in the Afrioan House this afternoon 
wit people from Alexandria, Virginia, I glanced at 
the picture of Smma and the thought occured to me that since 
we have a glossy print of that portrait, we may find it 
convenient to use it and the short article as filler. Would 
that strike you as useable, in case we ran short of other 
more interesting material, 

I ran across another item which may provd interesting, - 
perhaps 30 or 40 pages in an item, - a book, I should say, not 
unlike a guest book, wherein various people have written from 
a few words to a whole page of their impressions of their 
hostess and her home. It would be impractical to photostat 
all this with a view for using them as illustrations, but 
if each were typed out and put under an appropriate heading, 
don t you think they might lend interest to the volume. Some 
8uch'heading for the collection might read; 

n ’.Vhat Others Had to Say" « 

or some suoh. 


Memorandum 


To hand in this morning’s post came your grand letter, 
together with its enclosure from the Spanish Documents, 

* 

1 have read the letter with relish, and twice over, but 
have not run through the enclosure as yet, hut will do so’ 
on the morrow. And in the mean time, may 1 say thanks again and 
billions. * 


lour program dutin w these sweltering days, sounds terribly arduous 
■By now let us hope all the migratory birds have been able to wing 
their way Southward and that you have momentarily, at least, 
found time for a second or two, for a momentary breathing 
spell when you can call a minute or so your own. Surely it'will 
mean much for the American visitors to get back home which, after 
all, is the best place for recuperation, I should imagine, and in 
having accomplished that purpose, they'wi 1 automatically be conferring 
a favor on those who would attend them so long as they linger on 
in foreign climes. 

Perhaps later tonight, perhaps tomorrow, perhaps early next week, 

I shall get off an acknowledgement to Dr, ftilkerson’s letter. The 
more I contemplate the matter, the more convinced I am that 
I shall merely thank him for his letter and speak of my pleasure 
“in assembling material for The Melrose Scrapbook, I shall neither 
state nor imply anything about a publisher. If memory serves; there 
was somd-phrase or sentence in'his letter to the effect that the 
volume might enjoy some popularity. Assuming this to be true, 
then it seems to me all the labor'involved would not of Necessity 
be of no benefit to anyone, but quite the contrary, if properly 
handled, it might well be to the muttfal advantage of both the 
L. S. U. -Press and the author, and for just that reason I think I 
shall continue to labor mightily to get the material together, 
and then, after seeing what the finished product looks like, daoide 
what kind of •an arrangement may be made that will' be fair to them 
and to us. 


Vhen here in May, little Mi&s Alberta one day haid to me; 

H ^ ou jpiow the Madam didn’t know anything about painting, 
ut when I had some problem about color or arrangement or lighting 
° r ? f: the sort » 1 leave my oanvas and go and talk 

for hplf an hour with her, after whioh I could return to my 
brush, haying discovered that somehow or other in-her conversation 
with me she had solved my problem for me." 

1 thought this an interesting point and have written 823 Roval 
asking lit tie ^iss A. to tell me the bp .e story again in her 
next letter. If she does so, I think it might lend a certain 
tone to one phase of the business at hand. But forgive me 
for burdening you with all this speculation. If you feel any 
strong negatives about any of it, pleaBe say so, otherwise just 

Ti 1 AT7 I nfiVAn r I A nvm V 4 mm ° 


Daturally if the thing turns out to be 'of soant Interest, save 
to limited cultural groups in Louisiana, then the plantation 
might wel-l consider it worth while to pay the 1, S. U. Piobs to 
publish it, sinoe- there could be no hope of any popular demand. 

But if, on the* other hand, the tiling should shape up as a 
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gift item, symbolic of the best old Southern plantations stand for, 
and accordingly enjoy the demand of the average tourist and 
lover of old plantations anywhere, then the tune should be 
a little different, and the score written down before the piece 
is presented to the general pu lie. 

But enough of such speculation. We shall continue to hue to the 
line, - I guess it is “hew" to the- line, and when we begin to 
see lig t, we can be guided accordingly. 

There‘have been intermittent showers all day, making it 
an excellent time for weed-pulling interspersed with rest 
periods. 'And did I pull weeds at Arenbourg. 

t 

Tonight, as I headed for the big house for supper, a 
perfume brought me to an abrupt halt and an immediate examination 
of the butterly l$ly situation. As you know, there are a goodly 
spread of stalks near the end of the gallery and it took me a 
second or two in tracking the first blossom down. I had supposed 
one of the larger plants would be the first to unfold its lovely 
cargo, but none of the 8 foot ones have developed that far yet. 

Then I reduced my‘ sweep of the horizon to a 6 foot level and 
there beneath the canopy of an over-hanging elephant ear, I found 
the lovely blossom And so, from this July 6th until a fairly'heavy 
frost in late Dovenber, possibly December or even in to January, white 
ghosts of butterflies, wit apologizes to Anne Parish, will be 
freighting Yucca atmosphere with their heavenly'perfume. Isn't it 
odd that Lyle,, who liked white flowers and heavy perfumes never did 
plant a single solitary butterfly lily'at Yucca during the couple of 
decades he lived here. • 

f 

I am reading a book which I like ever so much at its start, - 
"A Man Galled White 1 * by White, the author being a man, reared in 
Atlanta, with white skin and negro, —probably mulatto, — parentage. 

I believe it is a 1948 publication and you are probably well acquainted 
with it, so * shall spare you that pain of details except at suoh 
points in the reading as I am particularly struck, by some point 
or other -the author may make. * s 

'The enclosure from poor Miss Asllie remains pretty much of a 
mysgery to me and each of my secretaries. I pray you not to 
struggle with it, If you, too, find it up-hill going. As I have 
never had an acknowledgement from "^rs. Amanda Phipps regarding 
her photographs which 1 returned to her several weeks, possibly a 
couple of months ago, I am always curious to know if Mrs. Brandon 
has been advised of their arrival. Should you sturttble across 
anything that looks.something like a Phipps or a picture, 

I should yB * appreciate your remarking upon same. Otherwise, don't 
worry over trying to piece sa words into sentences. * -- Do hope 
you are getting a little rest after all the recent excitement.... 


- 
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Friday, July 7th, 1950. 


Memor andum: * 

« , 

Again the postman was kind, and thanks to your -grand 
letter” together with the .-nclosures, my day has been next best 
to actually having a chat with you. 

And thanks for reporting the missing letter of Tuesday, the 
27th. Let us hope it has arrived. And if it hasn't, let us hope 
it will. But whatever happens, let us hope I didn't loose my 
mind the way I did once and send it to Hobina, - a circumstance 
I never have been able to figure out. Perhaps the thing merely 
got lost. If so, I hope it is not the one in which I returned 
Madam Rand's letter to you. 

Congratulations are in order that you are momentarily, at least, 
free from nomadic SouthAmericans. 1 hope the poor lady makes her * 
journey home safely. I hope another•lady -may not have to have 
her own routine thrown into such a hurly-burly again this year, for j 
it seems to me whether in the country or city, - but especially 
in the latter, suoh alterations tend to scramble all one’s activities 
from pre dawn to post midnight. 

And may I say thanks to you for giving me the copy of the 
letter, penned in 1945 from the M&dam. It's a good letter, even 
though one can only wond -r how the mind worked whenbonds worth 
thousands were being tossed in the direction of the youngest child 
and the latter's offspring with the exception of the "crumb 
falling from the rich man's table" landed at my feet. 

I certainly was never one to beat the drum Tor Sister, but 
it must be admitted that by lying to people that her Mother had 
left me all her Alexandria property, which she herself had long 
since absorbed, she at least displayed some inkling that a 
pretty shabby manipulations had been effected in the direction 
of one whom the Madam and all the children united in declaring 
they couldn’t ever hope to re-imburse. 

As, for Arenbourg,* the original papers on that were altered 
at my request, so that it would cover not one person but two, - 
a fact which seemed to surprise the merchant planter grafctly at the 
tine, but which he incorporated without any protest. 

• 

I can't for the life of me figure out how you found tima/to 
make the listings you did and to transcribe the data you enclosed. 
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SVuiday, July 9th, I960, 


k couple of interruptions during the time I was running through 
the list of photographs necessitates running through it again, and 
I am glad to have it, although at this writing it would seem I shall 
probably not have need of any of them, what with the probability that 
others approximating the same material may be to hand*. 

I wish I had asked my‘secretary to s ive me the name of the book 
from wh ch the data wds taken covering the Natchitoches oenus, 
spreading over several years. I am delighted to have these 
Item8 and shall undoubtedly refer to them more than once in the 
future, r 

And 1 _am i pressed by the absenoe of the year '1776, for 
that seems td be missing, or among those not present, and so I am 
glad e have details from that one to go’ along with the others. 

That the exports, - or values of exports, should have been ex ressel 
in dollars, is interesting, and one always wonders on which particular 
'dollar those valuations were based, —evidently by the translator, - 
since the dollar, as a medium of exohange had not come into existence 
at that period, save perhaps the Spanish dollar. But the j 

figures are striking when indicating, for example, that exports 
totaled for'one yee-r or other some quarter of a million while 
expenses ran into half a million. 1 should 'have assumed it might 
almost have been the other way around. And it is enlightening 
to have through the dollar valuation the approximate comparisons 
of credits as represented by the export of indigo at #100,00.00- 
•Skins at $85,000.00 Timber at $60,000.00, - or however the 
staples for that era figured. 

I think I had about as busy a morning as 1 oan recall during 
the .present warm weather. With t?.r®e'gardeners 'going full tilt 
at "-elrose, I had at the same time a traator and mowing machine 
going at Arenbourg, with a couple of other people behind the 
tractor smoothing oifif the edges of Johnson Grass, etc. If pieced 
together, my trips marohing up and down the road would reach 
from here to. the moon ahd b ck, 1 ^uess, and' I needed no fur 
lined ear muffs to keep me warm. ~In the midst of things I got 
caught by peopl^ to'whom I had to be polite, people-.like Mrs. 

Ooomhs who hadn t been this way in months, and others whom 
I should have been glad to chat with, had not the gardeners already 
been gardening and the tractors tractoring ma ( dly. 

But I made it alright, and Arenbourg looks ever so much 
more t ay that during the first week in Jute. As for to orrow, 
the 4th of "uly will be here in g eater earnest,'and it will be 
nice when Sunday evenigg oomes and we can resume; our little conversa¬ 
tions. 



Mem'or anduia: 

f 

It was so t oughtful"of you so send me the air mail, providing 
as it does, a glimpse of current rotivities and re-ass rar.ce that 
the postal service is a c ain funotioning. as ^^hould and Uut 
the item of the 27th has safely roacned your true hand. *ell 
the'truth 1 think it wonderful this daily communication is effected 
^“regularity. But I think it 

jam holds up delivery, so we may may constantly ci.eok on y 
sip-ups. 

'Don't ride a free horse to death" 1 e an old adage Jvour dii 
keep constantly in mind those days, nnd rient ' y 

arming generosity in offering every assistance in the 
1-bors. A case in point is the Guest Book, - styled on the oover 
as " The Open Door " whioh I am forwarding on Monday or tueeday by 
Registered package. 

_ X know you will enjoy turning through it before returning it 

T)eOvfco the looal archives. If_convenient during the ensuing 3 o >•.. 

^ you should oare to transcribe a page from time to ti®*» " 
making each' transcription or each entry on a separate pa6«» 
suoh a typed transcription might be used for a brief J n 

the Melrose Sctapbook. I haven’t gone trough the entire book. 

I shall not include the James Cunningham br the Zola nutoit entries. 

L making thd- transcription, should you find time. it seems to me 
VOU might W nt to make an extra copy for your own scrapbooks. 

You will'feel quite'free to include every entry in that t ^® c ^P ti0 • 
in eluding the names mentioned above, —.J. 0. *• J* 0 J 

may omit*them aAd any others, of oourse, should.you feel they 
contribute little br nothing to the interest of the collection. 


Of the loose sheets of paper, I know not their contents, tut 
naturally assume they were intended for the book, to * 

Tf thev seem to be in suoh a category, their contents might oe 
Uan°«ibed too, and in the Ol.apter on the. Open Door, son? such 
covering phrase as this will be employed: - Within the oi 

"The Open Door" one reads this entry from the pen of So-and-so. 

Your opinion as to whioh page from the book En °^ d be 

ihotostated for an illustration in the Melrqqe gorybo afe,, »ill 
_e greatly appreciated. The page bearing the wooloott entry is 
not interesting in my opinion. If you find some other pe«e 
more suitable for reproduction, I shall apreoiato your advise. 

The plantation will have the photostat made in town after the 
original oomes back. 


/ 


-£■ 


I 
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As for loonl news, I haven’t an?. 

• 'ii • 

s aturda? was a beautiful day with a lovely oool breeze. The 
big and little Generals with their wives, plus i'at, came 
in the morning. They all dined at «ele stem’s, after which they 
a little tour. It was good to see both Generals a^ain, tie 
little one having been here last along about 1945 if I 
re.:.e .ber oorreotly. his wife ie tall, slim and pretty and the 
touT meant as much to her as it would to any of the card-cutting 
set. I .elt just a little sorry for the seuior General who tried so 
hard to oreate interest in things for is offspring and is in-law. 
?J eT !, W6 ! e a0 ™ ple Pities in town last night and dinner at 
the big house this noon, after which everybody went home, and 
I headed out for a quick round at Arenbourg to look at a couple 
of things. On my return in 10 minutes I- found a heap of stuff 
jn my blook of wood by the front door where Grandpa usually sits. 

t ’.as evidently a May Basket from Uadan Rand whom I. never did 
800 • 

< 

q • / dAy * he ® ea J her has hot-hot and remains so tonight 
b^r^orning! *** B ^° Qsts w ® may hft7e a “Prinkie or two 

.. n . i ^ t - 1 ddd 41 little reading from Walter *hita» R 

tJt t>n 4 .°^. qd " h f te > 1 Uke the book. It eeerT to t e in - 

" ^toblbgraphioal, after which 

it Beimw to be developing into almost another book, with stress 
relations, and espociallv those in industry &nd 
Circles, covering the,1940-1948 period. I shall pTObably 
•enjoy that part, too, since I haven’t teen able to keep uv with muoh 
that hne -sen in the press during the past decade. And l‘reckon 
t e viewpoint as well as the data will be new In^many instUS^ 

Teu wi 1 not be surprised to Ic'-.rn tht *rs. Hoo?,6velt, although’ 
no. frequently mentioned, ir.vrrlably appears in a favorable li^ht 
perhaps*even to ^eater-advantage thrt'f. J>. H. in Mr. Shite's ’ 

.trtM d vMte^aaMr®fvi% r0R f te,1 ' t0 * tuTC » ln 7loleot contrast 
5° *5? Jhite-washing the Beards gave h 1n in thiB Basic History. 

J hlt ® a I* a ° over d«ring 1 }]is Presidency as 

"that man in the lily White Souse*. * 

■»’ ( * ' 

The author is or was Secretary of the a r tior»l 

• •*«•* I.**., ~or I*, as^rffiju 

T society abdat which I knpf nothing, t 

•t. ink I s-.all write them a note of Inquiry, asuiri.- if they have 
a branch i a this area, *erhan* I could s at I s 

the Gor'M.am hill-billies and chi Onne Mivar milJttods if indeed 8 
•r.Mlo. l.ad. lttolf to roformotton, .bio;.-,* 


Monday, 


O'th, 1950, 


y° aT ••‘4 nasd 4 f&* moment ration I 

thought O' 70 p rtlcul/rly tddar’when wo h*d i^-t the ti ,* of f 
itloued In y *r lottor, $} £ 

ueve a ,.o at ‘.ho one in -..uet form rather b concert proportio 


4 ro..Ci 

"J toeo 1 


Memorandum: 

The Guest Book, mentioned in yesterday’s note, went off 
in today's post, so 1 rebkon it may reach your true hand 
about the time this note arrives. 

Again I pray you not to bother with making a transcription 
of the several enteries at the presnt time, if you are pressed 
' for time and denied relaxation, what with bus ness affairs, 
the unasked for sooial demands, week end hurly-burlies and so 
on. And in the event you should find, after two or three months, 
that on convenient opening arrives, don't hesitate about 
returning the item as ib, and I can always bounce it J.n 
Robina's direction, or some such. Please, please, don t ever 
let my thoughtless demands on your time and good nature take 
precedence over your own good judgement in conserving your 
own precious self. 

And while speaking of conserving your health, I blush to 
move right straight along in reference to another expenditure of 
the same in regard to the Madam's di ary. I hope I have 
mentioned the matter efoie, but if l haven't, I ehall run the 
risk of repeating by saying 1 think you should use your own 
judgement in omitting anything you think might get Into other 
people’s hair. As for mentioning people still living, I 
think that is alright, unless something unpleasant be included. 

I think people might ‘like to find their names in the Diary, and 
another point is the faot that so few people living ever see 
their names in print in a Diary of this kind that including 
them might have a note of novelty about it that would appeal 
not only to the individuals mentioned but to their friends and 
acquaintances. 

So etimes I think th e Madam' s was one of the most difficult 
personalities to set down oorreotly so that those who did not 
know her and never had oorrespondended with hex night get 
a true couoept of what she was like. Her oapaoity^for 
affection was such that sometimes after meeting someone for the 
first time, she would, on sayiug goodbye, feel impelled to 
kies them forthwith. Suoh an impulse isn't often manifested by 
other women of her stature, so fr.r as I have been able to observe, 
arid even had any other hostess felt such an impulse after the 
first half hour conversation’wHb an Individual, oourege would 
probably be lacking to carr out the impulse, in the 


• • • • 
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madam 1 £ ca a, however, no courage would be involved, for to 
/her onetora aid etiquette in such matters nev^r crossed her 
'mind. Her impulse vias to bestow an embrace, - the most 
natural thing■in the world so far as she was concer ed, and 
embrace she did, and that was all there was to it. Perhaps 
one of the most depressing episodes I have witnessed in her 
contacts with others has been the moment when she moved forward 
to hiss the guess goodbye and the latter, quite unprepared for 
the benediction, failed to respond, leaving the Lladam* in 
a situation not unlike that we have all probably ex2'e r i® nC9 ^» 
when we have extended a hand in greeting to a new-comer, and 
the latter, momentarily distracted, fails to sense the 
proffered gesture, atid our hand fumbles in the air as we 
try to cover by seeming to take a pass at an imaginary moth, 
or some such, • , 

And then for those like«Iyle or Robina or me for whom she 
sr.e had unlimited affection and probably instinctively felt 
a reciprocal sensation on our part, she was forever indulging in 
a gesture which may have seemed odd to new-comers but which 
seemed perfectly natural for us. If s,..ething appeal to her 
sense of humor and she wanted to share it with one of us, 
she would instinctively begin to giggle in her beard and 
taking a step closer, would incline her head so her forehead 
would rest on one' shoulder, thus establishing a physical 
contact the resulted in both of us giggling in unison. Once 
i- remember at a select gathering at Yucca, when I was the 
only white person present, ray guests decided to do impersonations, 
and while this one or that one iraited by voice and g 63 utre, 
one youth started giggling and crossing the room, came over 
and inclined his forehead on my shoulder, whereupon everyone 
roared with merriment and shouted the identity of the r.erson 
whom the youth was trying to re-create. 

But all this talk is to indicate that it is possible 
the “adam s entries in her Diary, while perfectly matter of 
fact to those who were roouainted with her by direct contact or 
correspondence, might not correctly convey her jersonality 
through the written word to those who knew her not. It is 
with such thoughts in mind that I leafe it to you to decide if 
you think her brevity of entry conveys the right slant or 
not, 

. here I am at the end of the page, and the reading of 

what I have chattered about must be pretty dull going. For ive 
t:.e dullness and peorhane I shall d better on the* morrow. I hope 
tne hot stioky weather of last week ha? changed for the better 
In your neighborhood. Here it i& oloudy and humid and excellent 
for the *renbourg children. 


Tuesday, July 11th, i960. 


Memorandum: 


tJ u11 nBil P° uch » a f ull up day. I haven’t even 
slit the envelopes on letters from G. Ramssy, M. D. Lake and so on. 
but I neea scarcely confess that I haven’t hesitated about exploring 
the contents of the Manilla envelope, - together with all itB 
gr nd enclosures, from the best picatorial haunts on the continent 

^rand letter ar.d on to the entranoingly designed.manuscrip 
and the clipping covering ray old philosopher friend. Wui-ucua) 

I ga y thanks and blessings on you for all your nobilitv 
m thus making ray day so rich. * 

Jf- luck be with me, I may have further assistance to aid me 
in putting the faulty sentence on page IE or rather page 10, to 
rights. By breaking it up into two or more satences, it will 

be sm00ther and hence more passable when it encounters 

the iSditor s blue pencil. 

I would let the word "wearing" and the “Daughters of the 
American Right stand. By.the time.this article gets into print, - 
Wil1 0nly after the Revolutionary Daughters have 

d ? 8omet 5 in S about the Survey. The average reader 
U* 4 i * 88 ume I am referring to the Revolutionary girls, 

bflL W ww« wil1 . think of such a thing, they might also have 

0 L t fll member of the National Manufacturers Acossooiation 
or Chambers of Commerce or«sorae such, a thin loop hole in case the 
purvey should eventually-be held up because the Revolutionary f als 
found the coat fitted them when they slipped it on. 

* f? ve the aa " 19 feeling-you do about additional material being 
!!^ 0 J b i e ° oa ® e f ni u« the claims of Melrose to historic interest. I 

Jr- - about including such data, however, hoping that the 

editor to whom the manuscript was submitted, might ask for it. But 
it seeraea wise to me not to include it in the original draft, fore¬ 
seeing that the Rditois first impression might be that an attempt 
was bein* made on my part to get some free advertising for Ilelroae. 

.ou and I, of course, both know that I arc not fishing for any more 
road-runners. But Melrose is no Bellegruth Gardens, Afton Villa, 

Hope Farm, Drayton all and the Rdltor might not sky away from 

® lnoe !! ly a PPreciate your cooperation in advising me a 
i0n ° n tbe8e P° lntB they axe truly ever so helpful in 
g ; ving me pause and an opportunity to add, subtract or let go. 

inn possible paragr ph oovexing claims to distinction whloh 

/ saps ,u * h, ‘ B not 
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I have the promise of a few moments of assistance on the 
morrow when u rn threatens to pass along this bend of the river. 

It-is evident that my second secretary will not L et around 

to see me before tomorrow's dawn, I shall accordingly make no 
attempt to make the proposed alterations for insertion 

Wednesday "the^mh^ Sha11 aGCOrdln S ly dolose them in the Memo of 

*? d W 1 thnak you for all the particulars you had to pass along 
regarding doings in the literary field, I am wondering if the 
Anne arish book isA t the one she was racing a ,ainst time to 
turn out last summer-and perhaps never achieved because of her 
encounter with "the big bad Wolf". 

..... As . t0 T t he enclosed copy of Wilkerson .correspondence. von 
will note I have been sufficiently"'ISisdrely in rushing into 

t ? at 1 * in “y Qa sualness, have nicely side-stepped 
any ent^igling phrases. In the mean time I have written jrriend 

as ^°f hlra lankly if Wilkerson offered him any recompense 
-.or nis impending opus on ante bellum plantation raedeclne. 

I have no doubt there is scant parallel between the Bostell 
be Sr? rip ?i aud the ul9 } rose for thQ Postell item will undoubtedly 

it«S Wlth n the printed page While the Melrose 

item is envisioned to carry less print and more pictures, stiftl 

it seems to me there might be an element of balance in the 
°? m P; e ? ed Proauct, for I assume a volume on ante bellum medecine 
9 fP® 0t ® d to have very restricted appeal while the 
if P r °P Q rly contrived, might enjoy both a wider 
market and a gre ter span of time in sales. 

• , 

' , ^yo^fually, vvhen the manuscript approaches a jell, don't 
you think we might offer it for an opinion to some of 

?!!!,. f * i8nds i ” the publishing business, —say Hastings House. - 
just to see what their reaction might be. - ^ » 

i’i® °?f er ' day you QBked if an y of the Holy Ghoets have 
ever honored me or ray silent partner, 3t. Martin. The 

answer is But No Definitely. In the first place, the^e seems 
fS*.i 0 v. 8 ?°5 a constant turn-over of peroBonel in St. lugustin's 
wi'n i 1 rejaai ” 8 lo *& 'and the ones who are raen b of good 

ill- are exiled or sent forth before I ever get an opportunity to 
know .them very well. Only father Callahan, jEhe forme? head of the 

t™!nt Sne K ni IS rlSty S8t up rQmainB permanently andhe and I 

other with studied politeness on the rare occasions when 
e J oh other * H ® is Probably quite right, in 

I I f because he probably thinks me perfectly outrageous 
while i t,eek to avoid boredome in his com-any, finding him ‘ 

at once too smug and too much of a bigot, imagine the tvne of 

an d f VOtQ itself in the ° ane country waiting 

®J d } ae ® 0 yraposium, subsequently published, disproving the 6 




ter. 




WedneBay, July 12th, 1950* 


Memor andum: 

in this,envelope or an accompanying one, you will find 
tv c or three items in evidence of our growing store of 
material for the Melrose Scrapbook, T ;; 

The snapshots arrived in a letter from Mary Da;,,vet L ke . and 
. eventually* must “go back to her of course, ire cause of their 
size, I am a little uncertain as to which of the two seems the 
better Prom where I sit, it would seem that horizontal picture with 
the not'-.tion pasted,at the bottom is the better of the two, but 
I shall rely completely on your own excellent judgement. 

• • ' ' , * ■' .* 

£ And speaking, of snapshots bestirs me to make inquiry regarding 
ft*their reproduction from somebody around here who knows about such 
things. A am under the i- reesion they have to be re-taken for S 
enlargement and the making of a glossy print. But however that .is, 

, that is unimportant at the moment. ~ A 

f,< 

r « * . / f 

I shall also send along Mrs, lake's letter. As you have 
already pointed out, the Carmolyte book may well be advantageous in 
preparing material for the Scrapbook. I think I shall not tell 
Madam -^ake that the Madam removed many of her own letters and destroyed 
them, tfrom your excellent account of the contents of.th.t volume, I 
take it we may find some examples of her better letters, shoitld we 
have occasion to include them. On second thought, perhaps I shall tell 
Madam -Hake about the removals on th assumption she may have some 
mater ic 1 that might be pertinent. 

And May p have the temerity to suggest that we might make 
a transcript of that section of little Miss A.'s letter, covering 
her refereuoe to the M adam, If memory serves, she begins said referenoe 
on page 2 (back of the 1st page), and runs it over for two or three 
» lines op page’ 3. It is precisely the thing I had hoped for and 
so characteristically expressed in little Miss A.'s own inimitable 
fashion that it ought to fit it perfectly in the Art Section, don't 
you think. Later, when th e mater of Illustrations are considered* this 
•-.i. ht be an item the publisher will want photostated, and accordingly 
I am entranced that the burden of the statement appears on a single 
j side of the page. 

All in ali, as it were, I thin^ we are unusually fortunate in 
laving eeoured the snapshots and the Art-state .ent, don't you think so. 
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I am writing a few letters to various people, asking if 
t 5 e L W S U } 6 GQre t0 v,rite raQ in some detail regarding their impressions 
of the u adam, - each request being for a statement on a limited 
subjeot. ffor example, a little later when the flood tide of summer 
has slackened, I shall drop a line to Lucy Morgan for a statement 
on her impressions of the Madam's interest in weaving and 
their mutual enthusiasms over "looming* both at M e i roee and « 

Penland. (2 "n's" or 1), 

And I shall ask Caroline ^ormon f or a symposium on the 
wadam s interest in rioters and gardening generally, and of Lillian 
Tricnell I shall request anilluminating account of the Madam's 

at gatlve L oulsiana Iris. 77hatrwith Mi ss Dormon as the stirrer-up 
o* Mil Jrluv.ers ox .Louisiana* and M rs# Trichell as former ^resident 
of tne Native Iris Society, their statements might cover carticulars 

you* things* 1 * ^ nQatls with that P hasQ of the Madam's interests, don't 

I momentarily have the Dormon scrapbook, brought over from the 
big hduse to ! ueca and in it I may find, -eventually, some stuff 
that will be nuotable. We shall see. 


In the Melrose Sorar,hnni^t.v,«Tfl j a a S0 ; ewhat exended poem 


Garden of Melrose" or some such, whioh^ if "memory 
I® shall ?Sir.°?2 P f! e \ la « 0n0r a 0f Si8t6r ^ “ iSS 2all y 01 SOm ® SUCh. 

* *;J1 shortl y r,nd . see if it is terrible enough to 

flatten out both the writer and the subject, and if so, it might 
be employed in the dishier section. J 

of . the ^o r ian letter should chance to be on Jfen or Penn land 

^ a single ? age ’ U rai S ht ** reproduced 
■ as moh 00,114 not 1 hope4 f ° r iiot 

« v «r i 5J^Il! 1 J Chiin8 - ,, ^? e 2 taril y t0 tVl ® Melrose-Madam scene, did you 

5i»i5S2! I9a J ?£ apter . in "&l d Louisiana" about Christmas 
at Melrose. I wonder if it would be suitable for filler if 

II w J°®7 3r . h ° ld the copyright would permit, and would some 

lend^f lav'or^ th * J * ada ® '* 8lr06 ° from r ' 2he Friend of Joe Gilmore 

+ > . Iu v *? w of a11 ' t he stuff written above, I shall withhold 
the insertions for the Pilgrimage artiole until tomorrow the 13 th 
joaea the, do™ tat thtald lit, to have ™ 2ppo™inUy ‘ 
th ! articl< * lf Possible. If not, I'll send the 
• alon e tomorrow regardless. I had rather expected Ora 

today but apprantly she couldn t make it. ?efexpas I shall find 
someone else'within the next 24 hours. 

5 hope ,ou are finding time to relax a littie. but in view nf 

£* KHgS Pp®^ i *"’® 8 thJie t iJ no°rush*on°any of®this stuff 

a -“ 


\ 
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Thursday, July 13th, IS50. 




Memorandum} 

Tour el gant epistle of Sunadaj to. hand in thisraorning *s 

post. 

I appreciate the encloeures, —all of them, —beginning .v 11Jx 
the card carrying the q- otation from *roberbs and continuing on 
through the tr nscriptious from the H adam s Diary and so on. 

I haven't had an opporunity to run through the latter, hu shall 
do so shortly, and more -shall I speak of that subject at a 
subsequent sitting. 

X can only marvol at your memory and thank you for your 
.mention of the several sketches about Cane R iver , Untchez, etc,^. 


which 1 hftfl but completely forgotten* I have no copy of finy of these 
ar.d have all but forgotten their contents. I am wondering if 
we may not be able to make use, of the article on thn Pane Elver 
country, either as a chapter in the Melrose Diary or in some 
current na, azine publication, assuming the 2il 0 rimage article 
might be accented. At least, 1 am wondering if it might not 
bemused as the basis for something or other in one or the other 
of such lines of endeavor, —the. soarpbook or an article for 
magazine publication by iteslef. furious that Caroline Ramsey never 
did acknowledge receipt of this item which I sent her years ago with 
r. view to using it in connection with some of her pictures. Perhaps 
we could stir up some pictures subsequently available for such a 
purpose, were it to be used for & magazine article. 

hold these items temporarily, if you plaee, and I shall 
contemplate the possibilities, as I trust you will, and we shall 
eventually see wh&t we shall see. 

’ 1 have envisioned a section of the Melrose Diary under the title 
of "Cane River Color I*ine" or some such,-for the mulatto business 
must be toyched upon, and'•will probably end up by being the 
major' seotion of the chapter having to do with Grandpere and his 
descendants. It still isn't clear in my mind how all this 
stuff ii going t be handled and still retain my orlgnal thought 
and present s earnest desire to keep the proposed item in the 
form of a scrapbook, but we shall work that out eventually, — 
one way or another. 

In today's post came the enclosed letter from Mrs. Trichell 
which is just as*much of a panio as she is but at the same time 


L 
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holds materi&l of value and orignality of expression that may 
well lend itself to just the type of stuff we are honing to 
injjude in our ourrent opus. In view of the rather heavy post and 
the fact that I didn't want Dr. ^nipayer to read most of it, I 
turned this item over to him for reading, and when we got to 
/one section, I asked him to underline one sentence in particular,- 
a thought which seems extremely favora le to the ^adam and generally 
illuminating for demonstrating one phase of her attitude toward 
people. I think you will agree with me that this underlined 
sentence is of value, and it is possible, had I an opportunity 
to re-read the whole thing, I might discover other sentences or 
paragraphs that might well lend themselves to quotation. 

1 have reponsed to Miss Lillian's letter, asking her if she 
would care to make a contribution to-the book in the form of a 
statement as to the Madam's interest in flowers, with a particular 
emphasis on jatjye Iris.. -Erratic as l*Iiss Lillian is, she may 
come forth with something grand, —or something of no value at 
all. But we shall sample and see.....don.t you think so. 

I am impelled to write to .Caroline Mormon tonight, too, asking 
hej: for a broadside on the Madam's propensities for planting. 

I never could agree with either the ^adam or Caroline on matters 
about gardening, for neither of them were gardeners, but rather 
were raisers of plants, which, you v/ill agree, is a horse of 
quite a different hue. After all, Briarwood today is more of a 
Briarpatch than anythin else, and ^elrose gardens, had the ^adam 
not been restrained by Ly]_ e and me, would have been more of 
a refined and crowded jungle of rare plants than anything 
vaguely suggesting a garden. H-ow pell do 1 recall the time, for 
example, then 100,000 Guernesy lily bulbs were ploughed up 
-rom their well ordered borders with a view to planting 
irish potatoes when the ^elrose vegetable gardens already 
covered more acres and embraced more vegetables that the half doezen 
vegetable.fardeners could keep up with. But Caroline's reputation 
both as a painter of private grounds and the Stat6 highways will 
lend lustre to the plant section and because her harum-scrarum 
methods mpre or less approximated the Madam's, may lend an 
authenticity to the subject.to hand that would be more impressive 
than anything contributed by anyone else on the subject. 

L n d thanks for transcribing the paragraph from Ora's letter. 

. ? re t0 include It as highly illuminating, too, if she doesn't 

rama, and I feel sure she will not. In any event, I shall ask her - 
permission to include it right away. It will r .probably go along 
nicely with the page from little %ss Alberta, sent to you yesterday. 

i have a couple of other ideas but shall spre you their con¬ 
sideration until the morrow, rou are so noble and so geuerious, I 
unoy. not how to say how rauoh admiration and a reciation wells up 
within me,... p 


Bastille Day, 1950. 


Memorandum; ■ 

You may^believe it or not, but to paraphrase the National 
Anthem, "la‘jour de.gloir6 est arrive", and for once at least, 

I am going to hit off a Memo without so much as even glancing 
in the direction of a scrapbook, let alone spslling out the word. 

A pin point drizzle began at first dawn, continuing pretty much 
all day. ^ little less moisture and the plantation-eould 
have worked for the plantation,; a little more and the plantation 
could have worked for us. 

Breed for the day from cotton culture, Peter and Log rigged 
up their tractors, cahing over the gear from cultivators to 
ploughs, with a view to having a go for us at Arenbourg. But 
the 6 foot length hay cut a week or so ago hadn't decomposed much and 
would have tangled up the ploughs a little, had we not discovered 
that the ground itself was too hard and dry for the ploughs 
themselves to make any impression. We accordingly returned the 
horseless vehicles to their stalls and busied ourselves mightily 
with rakes piling up the scattered hay in a couple of low places, 
and holding the thought the heaviness of the dew might increase suffi¬ 
ciently to soften up the ground a little. But the elements were 
too restrained and we got precisely no where with the mechanical 
equipement. I fold up my beard tonight, holding the thought 
a good shower between now and dawn may make it possible for ue 
to turn the terrace upside down on the morrow. 

And before quitting arenbourg, may I be permitted the nerve to 
iutimate that our humming bird feedin 0 bottle in that department 
was cracked at the base when a r,it or flying timber str ck it. 

Should these items not be expensive and should you be in the 
neighborhood where they are obtainable, I wonder if we might 
replace the present one. And if they are not too expensive, — 

I'm about to ride a free horse to death again, --I am wonderiu £ if 
it wouldn't be a pleasant gesture to send one to the Sterns of 
New u rler : ns and one to the Baldwins of Naco. But I pray you not 
to risk such expenditures, should tfce price be prohibitive and 
if their source is far removed from our usual pathways. 

I am glad to be able to report that the bottle on the front 
gallery at x ucca continues to do a land office business, and 
what with the butterfly lilies currently in flower, the number 
of customers standing in line for the eedinj bottle along about 
first dark is rerr.rkable and entrancing. 
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Dp tb the.present writing, I never have gotten around to 
explore the contents of the Ramsey letter which oame a couple of 
days ago by air mail. But I did explore the b ooiitents of a few 
others, including one from Rudolph. He mentioned expecting 
to view a movie later the same day, - "The Titan" . I*believe he said 
it was called, and, from his brief account oj? its advanoe notices, 
the thing is a cineomatic biography of Michel Ange. I shall 
ask him to tell me more.m-out the business, or perhaps you are 
acquainted with the item of which 1 have never heard a peep, if 
memory serves. 

I had hoped that Rollywood, following the one they did of 
Gaugin, —wasn’t it S&Bglasra while back, might follow up the 
one with a whole flook of others. Surely the Renaissance should 
provide a vast assortment of subjects .for somebody with a big 
brush like Oeoile D . de Mille, and the best part of it for him would 
be that once he had .reconstructed a Renaissance and stirred up 
a billion costumes, he could use them over ana over again for" 
no end of biog aphies swirling around da Vinci, Cellini and all 
the rest. 

Naturally you and 1 would like to see lime. Via:ee-Lebrun 
painting arie Antoinette at Versaille and ~nll the prinolings from 
Italy through Austria and Germany and Boland to St. Petersburg and 
bac.. to *arls to do the Bonapartes and thenoe to Georgian -England 
and nek again for a go at things under the Restoration and Louis 
Phillips. 

I started to hazar,d a guess that Audubon from Martinique to 
Montana and the the Labrador isletB to Dakota, with Louisiana 
thrown in for good measure, but there is no need letting a whimsey 
run away with me. 

I regret to report ray Reading machine is out of whack, - tubes 
Played out, I think, and just as "Prophet in the Wilderness" came to 
hand, fl&tur lly I shall be looking forward to getting the thing 
rigged up as soon as possible. And speaking of that reminds h£ me 
of your inquiry regarding Hina’s refernce to a record. Over 
the Shreveport Columbia station I recently heard a 15 minute rendition 
of Tschaikovski's Fantasia Overature to Komeo and Juliette, which I 
like. The announcer said it was obtainable for granifphones adjustable 
to 33 revolutions perminute. I believe that is the*speed of the 
Reading.“achine. I dropped a card to the station asking for 
particulars but never got a response. The broadcast had said these 
Columbia r cords for 33 revolutions were obtainable at some 
Shreveport shop but 1 didn't catoh the name, and so I asked Hina 
if she could .ive me the name of the same, but, as you notioe, she 
dldn t. I thought I might•sample one record to see if it would work, 
as 3d Rand tells me he thinks it would. I may be able to get him to’ 
borrow one for rne from an Alexandria station. I should like 
to say “Scrapbook" to defy my resolution, but I shall restain myself.... 


Sunday, July 16th, 19^0. 


Memor andum: 

Fundamettally a quiet week end but frought with remote thunderings 
bringing mere drizzles o£ rain; plantation blood lettingwith whloh 
I£ concerned myself only by physician and hospital arrangements by 
telephone- and reports from Shreveport of a domestic scuffle that 
only^fcintea at Sister quitting that city with her children to take 
up her residence at Melrose. 

To touch upon the latter first, I wasn't 0 reatly disturbed when 
some society belle telephoned J. R. from Shreveport. J. n . was 
in Greenville,. Miss. Then Dan was oalled and then.. Paynie, all on 
behalf of Sister who claimed her husband ha& refused to come home 
during: the past three days and that she was planning to leave him 
for if good". I recalled a like case when, on plea of exhaustion and 
desire for a rest, Sister persudaded her husband to go to IJ ew 
Orleans for a week end, that she might relax completely, what with 
no physician in the house and hence no patients in the office to 
distrub her. The husband, to satisfy the wife’s whim, undertook 
the Cresoent City week end requested, and therefore was slightly taken abc 
on learning that as soon as he had departed, she had rushed to the 
telephone to advise her family that her husband had suddenly and with 
no anprnnt reason deserted her. But that trick didn't work when 
the Madam put her foot down and said "nothing Doing" to her 
daughter's expressed determination to-take up her residence here. 

I assume-this is probably a similar case and will come to nothing, 

I hope.. 

I dined with H. and Celeste, after whioh all the Renrys 
departed for I know not where. R&lf an hour later, a youth named 
Buck Brown was slashed to the bone across his thigh to the bone. 

His frantic kin folk appealed to me,A plantation order, countersigned 
by a physician was wanting to get him into a hospital for a major 
sewing job. The Clout .erville doctor, I learned by telephone, was 
away for two weeks. ,J? hQ colored doctor, - Johnson, in town, could 
not be reached. The lady doctor was dinin. at ***agnolia and I 
didn t want to deiturb her In the end, however, I had to dis¬ 
tract her siesta, and by dint of much telephoning and searching for 
transportation, the exsanguinating patient got headed up th<? road and 
the hospital doors 60 rigged up as to fly open at his approach. 

As someone quite seriously observed to R., - an urban dweller 
from some place or other:*—"It must be wonderful living here in 
the country where nothing ever happens and all you have to do e is to 
sit on the gallery with a mint Julep in your hand and let the 
cotton grow." 
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Lite a bountiful dinner, half ruined by the tardiness of its 
serving, so cones to hand little Hiss Hamsey's air mail from 
Biloxi, —the first peep I have heard from her since early -lay, Lite 
Sdith nyat't Moore, sh% seems to thint that when she finally does 
get around to tate pen in hand, she can mate up for vast silences 
hy writing a hoot at a sitting, But to my way of thinting, they 
are both equally in error. After all a cistern full of water at a 
gulp is of dubious worth to a man too long denied a drop. But 
it must be admitted her paving stones afe of good intentions and she 
is certainly generous in her offer of her pictures for scrapboot use, 

I responded appreciatively to all. this, arid yet, somehow in the bach of 
my mind, I couidn't help wondering of what earthly use the films 
would be if they should eventually devolve upon me six months after 
the book, they are supposed to illustrate may have gone to press. 

And so with such trivia out of 'the way, may I turn to something 
more pleasant and noble, and by that I mean your grand letter in 
Saturday's post, together with the transcript you”so heroically 
contrived fiom Mies Nellie's manuscript. Frankly, I don't see 
how yob. did it, and I only regret I had not admonished you more 
particularly to let the thing slide, only trying to discover if there 
was any reference to things Eatchez, and IL-idam Bhippp and her old 
photo^ra. he in articular. But I am nevertheless enoh&n ed at 
some of the things you "unlocked* from the mysteries of her nomenclature. 
I air. particularly glad you were able to decipher the part about 
nr. Lemuel Gustine. A bachelor, he sold his Jil^ernees Plantation 
on the Pints Ridge Road to Hiss Nellie’s father in 1846. He and his 
three brothers w3re the outstanding physicians of Natchez in ante helium 
ti.es and his sistei, Rebecca, married William Minor, of old 
Bon 3staLan (Stephen) Minor of u oneord. Dr. Lemuel provided for 
his mulatto offspring and loft a large estate, much of which went 
to his sister, Including, I believe his several Louisiana plantations, 
'and his p rsonal effects. You have admired what is said to be 
' his likeness and that of his son in the portrait by Lion,. 

At long last and by a pretty lame horse, I ran through the 

Pilgrimage thing. In Spite of all the halts and fits and starts, 
it oitn t sotuid eo bad. It is possible I used one or two words 
repetitieusly, - perhaps the word "^uite" in the same sentence 
Somewhere' in the last half of the thing. And it is possible 
that the insert I sent for page one may have enunciated something 
about old houses appearing a little further along. But you 
will undoubtedly catch that and change it in any way you think 
beet. And if the 3ditor’ likes it well enough to print regardless, 
h? may alter it h little bn his own*hook. 

And so a week ends and a new one begins. If only you haven't 
let all my ad ances completely ruin what otherwise might have been 
a restful week end, there will be a load lifted from my senee of 
guilt for hav;ti£ thus put you through,... 


P o 


Monday, July 17th, 1950. 


Memorandums 


And so, what is. probably already an accomplished fact, might 
be a good idea. To witj- 

How would it be for the both of us to build up not one but 
two manuscripts, page by page, as our mutual efforts proceed, 

• I am keeping material in a sorapbook for my convenience, —an • 
unused one, tucking the data and pictures coming to hand In their 
approximate sections, -the colonial and ante bellum in the front, the 
oontempoary scene toward the end. As divisions begin to appear, 
these*can find their independent brackets and when illustrations 
come to hand, I shall try to have them developed in duplioate, 
so we both pay keep abreast with the general appearance of the 
growth, 

*11 such considerations came to mind today when your grand 
letter with the exhaustive reports of the census you so thoughtfully 
transcribed for me pn pink papers. Assuming you may have a deuplicate, 
this will perhpps go in the front of the scrapbook, and when 
opportunity presents itself for, me to^ concentrate on that 
section and p>iTticularly on, the census, I shall send along the 
assimilating sections. 



And thanks so much for running through the several items 
you did. I think we ought to include Aunt Beniamin's letter. ? 
or whoever the lady was, - her admonitions to her sen, —and this 
on the grounds that it was one of the Madam's favorite letters. 

*nd in the same group, —I hope to find several from different sources, 
is a letter from I*yle which was just the type of letter she 
enjoyed most, I am enclosing it in the accompanying envelope. 

From Dr. '.Yilkerson 1 s letter attached herewith, I get the 
impression he has in mind that I am planning to do a stereotyped 
book. My job will be to convince him that I an trying to turn 
out a sorapbook. It is .possible that the printing of such a volume 
would be prohibitive, but I don't know. At ^east I am hoping 
the letters and documents and pictures may do most of the talking, 
aqd that these, added to the various expressions penned by her 
friends in various fields, may prove sufficient in printed material, 
save for a couple of rounds I may do about Cane River Color Liue 
and a few other*pertinent details. But my hope is that the book 
may turn out to be not wordy but with lots of open spaces, . ud 
the best pages Qf the entire volume should be some bl>'nk ones 
entitled "My Own Impressions of Melrose" or whatever, by the 
pil-rim who patses this way who may want to make.fais own entries. 


I 
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I like .,our suggestion of "Leaves From the Melrose Guest Book". 

Tl. t may he a place where Dr. bilker son will think a flock of 
bio^.i phioal foot notes should he appended. The undoubtedly 
would help in one way, and yet in another, it might he 
as pleasant to leave it to the casual turner of the page to 
recollect or inpuire as to identities. After all, the whole 
concept of this volume is to get away from the endless 
fortified clap-trap th t usually goes into volumes brought out 
under University seals. After all, this is no attempt to 
get' each buckle and ruffle exact and qet down as did'the Renaissance 
portraitist, but rather an attempt to give an impression of a 
person and a place after the Impressionist school. Don t 

you think so.But to tell you the truth, ,just howrthe t .ing 

is going to pan out and what sort of difficulties I am going to 
, encounter selling the idea to such a conventional Brass as 
L. S. U. is the horse of another hue, _ to be mounted and managed 
when the appropriate time.arrives. - , 

And would you think, if used, Lyle's letter should be 
cluttered up with footnotes. The Scotts lived at, The Shades, one of 
Lyle's but not one of my favorite Louisiana houses. Miss 3va 
is still alive, but she never reads a book and so will never 
see this one. Ada Jack Carver Snell i s very much alive and 
the last I ' em, so is littl e ^iss ^ormon. but I think their 
names would not have to be.,omitted. • Be"rLaps in offering this 
letter as of the type the ^aflam liked best, —stating adequate 
reasons, - a fe tion, reference to h ole house, plane for 
impending holiday se* son, etc., --perhaps the whole piece could 
be clarified in a paragraph or two, obviating the need for 
footnotes. If y ou will run through Lyle, s letter, maintaining 
as far as possible the attitude.of the casual reader unacquainted 
with any o: the people mentioned, your reaction would be invaluable 
...in helping us determine how much it should be tampered-with and 
its references'amplified. 

In the envelope with Lyie'c letter J.s a page from my. 

o-'Q Journal "■ ich I anil along‘-simply for your own entertainment,_ 

Ifl'j! 11 pay. Tf catalogues the hours of a Sunday spent at ^elrose 
'1^ AM Seems to take a few slaps at the local religions set up that 

could not.got published in a Scrapbook of the type we are considering, 
s?.pa it, along regardless. Naturally I had forgotten over 
' r - 7 K enned ost of it, but after running through it, the 
IfrAS events came back to mid readily enough. Penned on a Sunday 
. . ln 1941 » 1 Aii* Struck. by the faot t o or three of the oharaoters 

v ^'^>®ttti{med are still neighbors, and I am so glad you ohanced to 
see two or three of them, making them a little more familiar. 

After all your labors on your "free" evening, how nice 
It is to know you had the piQBpeot of dining out and under oir- 
ermstanoes that 1 hope were over so favorable The local 
panorama, the nl 0 ht and the aquatic atmosphere, I sincerely h a 
■ ere all on the favornble side’ and that you O ot a little of the * 
lljdUEtry °- t ' r ‘ e nl Skt before so riohly entitled 


Tuesday, July 18th, 1950, 


* It's’a he. venly,night and because of it, I lingered 

lo er at Arenbourg than I realized. The .crescent moon dispells 
the -dark but isn't too brilliant to dim the major constellations 
which I have been contemplating in the South 'Jest at Arenbourg 
'and, after my return to *ucca, away in the Rorth beyond the 
glow-worm lacked bamboo. , 

A couple of my friends must have seen me passing the 
honkey tonk on my way home, for the bamboo parted just 
behind me and I had no difficulty at all in getting rid 
of an icey watermelon J. h. had .sent me earlier, and a cherry 
pie Blythe Rand brought me this afternoon. 

The day was cloudless but. with a heavy dew in the 
morning that soaked me once at Arenbourg aud once at %lrose. 

But after a busy day up until 2, I relaxed when Urs. Coombs 

and Blythe arried about five minutes apart, %s. Coombs to 

report that the crystal — whatever that is, - in my Reading 

Machine had cracked and would require a new one that would 

not be available for several days. Both ladies were 

nei_h’oors in Alexandria 25 years ago but today's meeting 

was the first time they had chanced to see each other since then. 

I was glad they were able to chat together for a few minutes while 
I hunted up some of Blythe! friends, lost somewhere in the 
garden. Mrs. Coombs had to go on her busy way and I knocked 
off long enough to ride over to the camp for a fruit punch 
and a slab of cake and plenty of chatter. Blythe asked es¬ 
pecially for news of you and again remarked how pretty you are. 

Celeste came over this morning to see both the 8 foot 
Dream lily, - usually styled the Bhilllslne lily, and to observe 
a horticultural phenomenon that developed on my front gallery 
yesterday. I v.as glad ^darn Rand and her ^uests oould see 
the oddity, too, for it is both unbelievable and altogether 
lovely. 

You will reoall the generous proportions of the elephant 
oars growing hard by the butterfly lilies. One especially 
large el phant ear, perhaps 5 feet long and 3 and a half feet 
wide spread its vast green shade horizontally above a 
sturdy butterfly lily some 6 or 7 feet above ground, 

A day or two ago the irreeistable force of the climbing 
lily encountered the ponderous Immovable body of the great 
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elephant ear. I shall never hear that expression of 
iranovahleness ana impossibility of resistance that I shall 
nol; thin|p of this particular oiroumstance It would 
seem the most natural thing in the world that either the 
elephant ear would alter its horizontal position sufficiently 
to let the lily slide along its surface, or that the lily 
might alter its vertical course sufficiently to fallow along 
in a horizontal parallel with the elephant ear. But that 
is precisely what did not transpire, and what with ssither ' 
giving an inch, the white points of perhaps 8 or 10 
lily buds pierced slap through the thick: surface of the 
elephant ear. Today the whole cluster burst into flower, - 
a whole bevy of beautifully white butterflies seemingly 
resting closely together, but quite separate from each other, 
in the very center of this vast expanse of solid green. It 
is really quite the lovliest thing you ever saw, but withal 
so seemingly contrived by human ingenuity that it really suggests 
a flock, of ivory butterflies pinned to a vast expanse of 
lush smooth green velvet. Because of the breadth and length of 
the elephant ear, one doesn't see the butterfly lily plant 
at all and the stem of the elephant ear, too, is hidden by 
the screen of its own leaf. The respecitve stems of both 
plants are sufficiently close together and the flowers to 
firmly affixed to the leaf through which they have 
perforated tha_t when a gentle breeze sets the great leaft 
stirring, the. lovely white cluster in its center sways in 
perfect unison, unmoved by the movement of the base on which 
they appear to rest. And of course this motion'of the great 
leave tends to further the illustion that the butterflies are 
in reality merely resting on its surface and uneffected by by 
t;:e swaying of the great surface on which it rests. 

I owe you an apology for having rattled■along•at such 
a great length about this unimportant matter, but I have 
had difficulty in restraining myself bcause of my enthusiasm 
for the beautiful effeot aooomplished by this mere chance 
in horticultural collision. 

Dr. t Knipmayer nearly fell out at the height of.the 
fhilllpine lily last Thursday and it has <_,rown almost a foot 
since then. will be entrance, however , when-he gets through 

looking at it and puzzles over the butterflies .clustered slap 
in the center of the elephant ear. 

.ny fir.st seoeetary grows more dilatory and nr second secretory 
is on the verge of striking .out to . join the ±xny. And so I 
am casting about for someone to fill in tho gap. There is a 
youth living 3'milee away in the little *iver area who comes 
out this way almost daily on his horse and, nu.rvelous to relate 
he cap read. So perhaps I shall be able to entice him into my ’ 
business. And, in closing, I was about to congratulate myself about 
not having used the word, but you will notice I mentioned it 
in the response to I>r. "ilkerson, herewith attached... 


ftednesay, July 19th, I960. 


Memorandum; 

How nice of you to eend me such a gay note, announoing that 
the Open Door arrived safely. I hope you didn't eet right down 
to transcribing it but are letting it ride along for a while, 
for there.is no rush at all about it. 

• • * • ' V 1 ' .V- *- •* * 

What with the plantation having- become so mechanized, there is 
no ordinary hay rake left in the country for milee. nowadays the 
processes from the cutting to the bouncing bales from the 
machine have left those of. us needing a mere rake quite out in 
the cold, as it were. And so * solved our Arenbourg problem of 
eliminating the Johnson grass, gumming up the ploughs, by. going back 
again today with a flock of youngsters, just at that age where'’ 
energy is oozing from every pore, - orisons how I have fogotten 
the spelling of that word, and for them the gathering of. the 
winrows and pitching great armfuls down the bank was sheer frolic, 
while it was serving a definite need on our side to clear the ground 
for the ploughs. 

I returned to z uccj. all a-drip but those who had done all the 
work seemed and looked as oool as something ju:t off-an ice cake. 

I cannot help wondering hov they do it. 


and 
at an 


'■Tomorrow e shall go b ck a c ain, for 1 was busy, this iternoon, 
in view of the blazing eun, I thought it just as well to grab 

as erin until another day rolled ’round. • 


Good news tr veling fast, as it does. I should not have been 
surprised when this afternoon Blythe Hand's cousin or some such passed 
this way, fortified with a camera nd intent on examining and reoordlng 
on film the henoaenon of t?"o els ,-hant. and th e >.» t.t.«r+Ty , The intensity 
the shade cast by the b nan* leaves.alon^ the front gallery, as 
you know, is not designed for good lighting in the business of 
inai: n.. snap shots, but 1 an hoping that some suggestion of the 
horticultural miracle mry be revealed, even though it be no more than 
an intensely vast field of shadow and th® explosion Of«snowy 
blossoms con ering in its midst, for even that lLttle hit will 
be sufficient to suggest to you hov. •remarkable the whole thing 
n pears. 
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My ol friondd, Kin^, Solocion, whose likeness you may recall 
in the photograph with ra t e wherein each of us thought the other 
was holcing tV.e flov.ers of the elenhant ear, but neither did, well, 
little King has joined the Army. Ee confided hi? intentions to me 
last week end but he didn*t want the white folks to know about his 
enlistment until it was effective. I knew him sinoe he was ten, and 
now that he has become a soldier, ray beard seems longer and longer. 

The supper table tonight, was L raeed by J . H., ■Sugene and I or me, 
iSugene allowed as how little had just telephoned regarding 

his enlistment ana observed that such a job wasn’t bad, - 
$75'.00 perraonth, with clothes, food and shelter. J. h. concurred. 

So did I, Hummmrammmmm...,, 

I'am wondering when my second secretary* will be taking to 
a runforra. It was his intention to join with Atttle King, but 
hie father‘s signature was recuired and the latter was whisked 
off to jail with four other negroes on the place for stealing 
cattle, and that threw Murrell’s plans out of joint. My guess 
is that thb cattle thieves w;il all be out of jail within a day or two, 
and ray prusuit of a new assistant will begin. If pursuit there 
rau-t be, I ho e the need for it will come before cotton opens, 
for hy then money will be easy and trying to compete with*cotton 
and oeoanes on ^elrose will be up hill going. 

The enclosure from Dora rgguests the rumor of his death, as 
passed along in Colorado to little ttiss Denholms, was great 
exagglrhfcddii verbal second hand message today from the wood carvin g 
school boy whose home is ?omewhere in the bittle - Red Rivers area. 
He~ana"The son of Beau Hack, my b.-rber, are, at the mature age 
of 13 or 14, being paid three dollars a day cutting grass 
on Shreveport lawns until late August, when they will return home 
to pick cotton. The youth sent word he was spending his evenings 
carving things out of wood which he would bring with him on 
his return and we shall arrange an,exhibit in. the African House to 
which I shall invitafacuity members of the oolored TYade School and 
later the Art Department from the college. As Huey Dong's eieter 
is the head of the latter, 1 suppose she will be out in front 
when that delegation arrives, I shall arrange to have 
Harrfr Smith , the Alexandria photographer who did many o% the 
shots in the Picayune article about the lladam present, for there 
are two or three i eras which must be photographed for the Plantation 
Scrapbook, —the Simon De^i QQ stencil and”so*on, and he might 
as well make it on the same day an educational "droop* may 
be recorded at the same time, . 

Well, so things turn, and I am hoping against hope 
that you a en't driving yourself unmercifully at "The'Open 
Door and such like. Please be considerate of you.,,,,. 


10 . 


>oI oi 


». 'it 


fhursday, July *0t>, UM. 


Memorandum i 


ttl 


fee 


As*- 


Surely 1 need not tell yem it ie good to hero your gift 
in today*• post* It must MM something i* th# nate*e of 
e gift — end e relief. — te yoir own good soil t< 
to road.those lines, struck off on the new gibbon* 


And when 1 have finished ea this machine tsaight. how muoh 
i. • ^mre *«Uaious is goingjio b4 ay cigarette en the gallery, 
beoaues ef your genirssity. jO - , *sea srii nl 


tl sv: 


at so 




X©. 


Sow good you are,,««,,,^«and how ni*e,„,«,«„ 


• • 


*j The faintness of mj old ribbo* lmprossod.itself on t ne 
the other day whan 1 nailed tbs original letter to Bf. 
filterson, • ©©nothing akin te ghest seribblinw, and the E j 
firmer nmeaslatuie on the dnplUete, thanks Jo a fairly 
asm esrbori. And I was pltaaod with the whole business, 
thinking, ns I di%, that it would ds the Bniragnity 
Press Direstor ns hem to struggle through wy ssmunisetion, 
while I hoped that the duplicate you received would bo 
strong enough to gienee through without effort#, j 

At drontourg today wo finally got the terrace pretty well 
bur shed off? so far as the stalwart masses sf J shnson grass-hay 
was concerned, r But we had labor roper fusions as a result ,- 
or oodplalnte from aesoolatss of the laborers. When My is 
hot end the dlsoontonto4 are inpatient for setts* te get 
to opening and it doosn t all t^rts of things “bust tut - , 
end today is wss some sf the youngster whs wentwd to start 
something by tolling their fellow .laborers, after they had been 
paid off, that they received two or thrwe tines as muoh for 
their efforts us did their hearers, ■ PS* the children, It was 
a game and if thair oompaalone oottld got one to sons to ask 
ms about it, they wots in the Tth ^euvea.tf glee, having a 
great, tine i* hooping and hollering mho* their ooapamisn- 
returns™ But while it affords no tnd of merriment tm l 
the ohildren, their perents, often having loss sense, get 
terribly dlstrossod about the ohaatlng of their offspring, end 
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!.li o 1 frieudd, HiSolomon, '"Lose likeness you ... .y recall 
in the nhotovrr.ph ith .e './.©rein Q- oh of us thought the other 
was holding the flowers of the elephant ear, hut neither did, '.ell, 
little King has joined tl e Army, fie confided his intentions to me 
last er end hut he didn't ' ant the white folks to knov; about his 
enlistment until it was effective. I knew him einoe he was ten, and 
non -that he has become a soldier, ray heard seems longer and longer. 

Tie supper table tonight; was raced by H. , J&ugene and I or me. 
fiugc.ie allowed as ho’., little had just telephoned regarding 

his enlistment and observed t at such a .job -.vasn't had, - 
$75.00 per month, it/, clothes, food and si.elter, J. H. concurred. 

So did i. Kummmmmi.mmm. 

I ara v.onder lug when my second secretary will he taking to 
a runform. It • as his i itention to join ’ ith ■‘-ittle King, hut 
is-father's signature was required and the latter was whisked 
off to jail with four other negroes on the place for stpaling 

cattle, .. that t rew Murrell’■: pjL ns out of joint. M v guess 

is that the cattle thieves will all he out of jail within a day or two, 

awl my prusuit of a new ass Mutant will begin. If pursuit there 
mu t. he, I ho o the need for it wi 1 come before cotton opens, 
for by then money ill he easy and trying to com ete with cotton 
; nd pecones on ^elrose "ill he up hill going. 

The enclosure from Dora sgguests the rumor of his death, as 
p seed ;..lo .... in Colorado to little Miss Lenholme, was great 
exag. Irhtedji verbal second hand message today from the wood carvin g 
school hoy whose home is somewhere in the Little - Rcd'^Rivers area. 
Ee~avId _ T.e won of Boau Hack, my h r .er, are, at the m, ture age 
of 13 or 14, be in, paid tiree dollars a day cutting ^rass 
on Shreveport lawns until late August, when they will return home 
to pick cotton. The youth seat word he was spending his evenings 
carvin g things out of wood which he would bring with him on 
His"return and we shall arrange an.exhibit in. the African House to 
which I sh: 11 invitefaculty members of the colored Trade ‘School and 
later the Art Department from the college. As Huey Long's sister 
is the head of the latter, I suppose she will he out in front 
when that delegation arrives, I shall arrange to have 
Harry Smith, the Alexandria photographer who did many of the 
shots in the Picayune article about the Hadam present, for there 
are two or three i erne which must be photographed for the Plantation 
Scrapbook, —the Simon "o fee stencil and so on, and he might 
as well make it on the same day $o an educational "droop" may 
be recorded at the same time. 

Well, so things turn, and I am hoping a, ainst hope 
that you a en't driving yourself unmercifully at "The Open 
Door" and such like. Please be considerate of you.. 
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Jhuraday, July 20 tp, 1910. 




Memorandum: . 

Surely 1 need not tell you it is good to havt your gift 
in today's poBt. It must seem something in the nature of 
a gift — and a relief, — to your own good self te be able 
to road those lines, atruok off on the new ribbon. 

And when I have'finished on this maqhine tonight, how nuoh 
more dolioious is going to bd ny oigarette on the gallery, 
just beoause of your generosity. 

How good you are..,....^.and how niee........ 

She faintness of my old ribbon impressed itself on * me 
the other day when 1 mailed the original letter to Dr. 

Milker son, • something akin to ghost scribbling, and the 
firmer nemenelatuie on the duplieate, thanks to a fairly 
new earbon. And I was pleased with the whole business, 
thinking, as I did, that it would do tho University 
Press Direstor no harm to struggle through my oomaunioation, 
while I hoped that tho duplicate you roooivod would be 
etrong enough to glanoo through without efforts. 

At Arenbourg today wo finally got tho terraoe pretty well 
burehed off,* so far as the stalwart masses sf Johnson grass-hay 
was oonoorned. But wo had labor ropereusions as a *«»nlt,- 
or complaints from associates of the laborers. When July ie 
hot and tho disoontented are impatient for ootten to get 
to opening and it doe an t all torts of things "bust out", 
and today is was some of tho youngster whs wanted to start 
something by telling their fellow ^ahorere, after they had been 
paid off, that they rooeived two or throe times as nuoh for 
their efforts at did their hearers. Per the children, it was 
a game and if thair oompaniena oeuld get one to come to aek 
mo about it, they wore in the Tth *eaven-sf glee, having a 
great time in heopliig and hollering .when their companion 
returned. But while it affords no end of merriment for 
tho ohildron, their parents, often having leas sense, get 
terribly distressed about tho cheating of their offspring, and 
bo July bells and the parents ataw and the only t filvg of which 
anyone is certain is that September will enventualiy roll 
' round end than eld and young alike will be up tftx to 
their hips in ootten and, eo long as cotton pioking lasts, 
the world will bo bright end gay, and the henkey tank neisey as 
of slnost any eld Saturday . 
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-fee many times have «• all started to look for something 
and have tho quoat Aogonorato into a top to bottom go at 
honoo ©loaning. I pload guilty to such sllllnaos thio 
afternoon when I otartod to look for a Kinsey okotoh and oen- 
oludod tho buolnoaa by putting a million things in ordar and 
finding ono or two thinga I had not bo aoarohing for. and 
aa muoh adrip from ahadod hoat as I would have boon had 1 
romainod in tho pan. 

■ . xrroz hoc • - ; ...... . /. a 

/.. issiravs.s'.a; 

y itT-TSa sase.-srs.s.-aiasrh. 


*. *. 

Thanks, too, for spooking of 1. J.'s roaotion to tho Pilgrimage 
thing. Hor roaotion is valuable for it shows I must hare boat ^ 
too far backward in attomptlon to avoid doing a travel ono about 
Melrose, whittling tho thing down to tho vanishing peliriT as 
J 8 S tT ! k# *P Pilgrim Problem rather than the Alrosa aoene 
in tho for* ground. Daily I expect Ora to pas thio way, and 
if she does. I'll have her scribble in a few linos at tho point 
suggested in your lottor. But Or a failing, —or tho F 

notorial alroady sent having sufflood, you oan lot tho thing 
olido along any old,time, although thoro is oortainly not rush, for 
I am sure it wouldn t bo published before January or .February and 
throe months interval between submitting and printing should bo 
ample. 


C Cccv. 
C*Xo v 


oolor of snow as lo hor dross, with a ohookod apron to sot off 


j in.tho isection, —»_Qass Jj&p or Oolor Pino, or whatever wo 
oaU it. I had thought «e migKtfTiaveto use tho painting 
•* an4»«»* *d«r this purpose,-but-I-had preferred to reserve it 

for the olroso portraits, Discovering thio likeness of 

**«*!*•■ Just th * P r *P«f illustration 
for it clearly illustrates absence of negroid characteristies in 
thio greadt grandadaughtor of Grandporo, and the'groat groat 
granddaughter of Mario Theresa Osin-Osin Metoyer. * S 
* . 

The Weather Bureau promises a low-of 7d tonight which 
persuades me I am likely tc sock shelter in shade tomorrow after- 
wh *n i shall ccntinno further explorations I shall 
try thought that I am supposed to bo looking for 

something other than disorder, and when stumbling over the 
latter, not so much as give it a second glance. 


b * S* P*»*. «^d yet 1 think I shall 
write little Miaa *uoy, asking if she would care to 
write something er-wthsr. She can bo turning tho matter 

*bon autumn arrives 

and ths *erth Carolina swirl begins veterin* out. 


{“** '«***+ OMfOlina swirl begins petering out, she will* 
h ? T * 4 .? aA “ # PP* rbaal ty to formulate in her mind what 
oho then may want to sot down on paper, don't you think so. 
Or would It bo wiser — 'and more considerate of hor — 
for mo to wait until October. 

», i-7' ■ . T , 

. *U &ilit J;.. ,1a re . | M | 

t 5 llB MM ^Pwtmont heads from tho 
Agriculture Department ore coming for a few days next 
month. 1 believe some relatives are scheduled a couple of ' 
weeks hence to xemain for a few days, so that what with 
ethos scheduled to pass by for tho day, it looks like 
wo shall not bo lonesome.. v ..«. 
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taiu Km Oaltst 
Xar >ry Hmntar 

Marl* Stanlay 

j ml anoans&iii 


lattar, Twa ameoaading flaoka af pilgrim a intarpsasd, hawarsr, 
and at shall bar* t# tamsh an aana af tha qmsationa yarn aeksd at 
suhssqmsnt sittings. 

, 

Bafaza laa.r lag Tha Opan D#*r, hawsrar, I win raiaa tha amaatian 
If yam da nat agraa with aa that it night ha a gaad Idas ta knap 
this tranaarihad natsrial mnfaldad temporarily, yam rataining 
tha tranaariwtian matil wa bars daaldad haw hast ta insarpsrata it 
in tba aoraphask Parhapa an lntradmatary paragraph ar paga nay ha 
in ui», Parhapa ana Idltar ar anathar will faal it adriaaahla ta 
idaatify aama af fha.pappla ar list tha hattar inawn basks af tha 
amthara whsaa namas appear. Maria Stanley, deceased, far azanpla 
wrata what the.Madan thamght an azaallant hash, *-*Wf Strain* ar 
aana amah titli. and, lf.namary serres, it had Mnathing ta da. 

• I haiiara, Jmat hafara ar Jmat 

aftar "Children af Strangeri*. 

Tha palmist yam inqmirad ahamt waa Sthal Kanfard Orand ar dr ant 
Mumfaxd, and had still anathar aana, taa t I heliere, haring haan 
marriad tbriee. 8ha had apant thzeefertmnes in parsanal charities. 

•T* xy * #Ay “ 4 Bar aan ( whsaa mama almdss nan nananl 

still liras in Baw lark, • am drama dtraat, * haliers. 

•letfmarolft xo xatfa^b^ ai o. nawo JmIE 

lyla narar tirad af rapaating and hafara tha Madam and 
Sister haw nad the lattar hsoams whan Mthel, U reading Sister'a 
Jh^Ra atatdd flatly that Slatar waa tha anltten inaga, ••net af 
har H athar f aa "later wanted ta ha tald, hmt af hat father. 

a* *: no • I ‘ * • t $l-:lr "■ . 13 i 

. . Bmt 1st ns hasten an ta thank yam far yamr fetndnasa in effering 

ta harm photegrapha and phatastats ngda leoally. In ana *er 
twa instances, this nay ha af tha greatest aaaistanaa. I bars 







judgement as te site* If there isn't much differenee la the prints, 
however, as te oests, I mean, * sheuld think the larger night hare 
a mere striking appeal te the publisher* 

I hare net had time te run through the ether items yeu ee 
kindly sent aleng but * de want te thank yeu fer them and I 
shall apeak ef them alee at a later sitting* It was kind ef 
yeu te make a transcript ef Lyle's letter from Baten Benge te 
me* I had fergetten it* I think «e may want te use it seme¬ 
time er ether. Hay * return the eriginal te yen, er weuld kn 
it be simpler fer yeu if I retained It here. And at this 
peint let me hasten to T add. that, sheuld all the impedimenta er 
an pertien ef it that 1 forward frem time to time create a 
space problem, and yeu ears to hare me store any er all ef it 
in an armeir here at Tuooa fer yeu, I shall be delighted te do 
se. As regards anything that has been t disposed ef fer 
any reason, don't regret such dispositions haring been made, fer 
mens ef these in themselves were ef vast value and the torrents ef 
additional stuff will fill up fll missing spaces readily enough. 

If the last Lyle letter deesn t come to tho.surface, den t 
bemoan its less either, for it^wasn t important and the ~ 
seme impressien that It created ean~be found in a desen ether 
and possbily even better items frem his wen pen. 

T«e ether points en unrelated matters, and ! am beund te 
call It a day* 

• • ! » 

We dined earlier than usual tonight* *• explaining te 
me that he pas leaving immediately for Shreveport te listen 
te no point whatsoever te antiphons! hymns by Herr Hr. unde Vrau Venk, 


Sunday, July SSrd, 1960. 


to stagger their arrivals and departures in such a way as te 

dove tall perfeotly frem 9t80 this morning until after 6 

tonight. The weather is hot and humid and as July invariably 

marks the season when enervation is at its maximum and nerve tension 

at its highest pitch, I find myself abept as crisp and 

energetic as an eld sopping dish rag* 

Perhaps it is the hot weather impelling everything in long 
pants te Join er try te Join the Amy, and the faet that 
my seoond secretary leaves in the morning undoubtedly adds a 
measure ef tirednosste ay momentary eutleek fer I never oared much 
fer fishing* in tho first place, and fishing fer secretaries 
has ne appeal at all fer me* 

Perhaps it is the present heat wave that gave such an unexpected 
twist to domestic relations in Shreveport. I have learned one 
er two aero dot ails regarding matters in that area, and while 
any thought ef patching up the business weuld seem cut ef the 
question in normal households under like circumstances, the 
fact that everything about the particular one is se unpredictable 
that even the impossible — I hope, may be effected* 

I believe the first inkling the wife had that anything was 
out ef joint was when she blandly ordered something from a store 
where she had an aleeunt, only te be told delivery eeuld net be 
made as her husband had stepped her credit* Then she discovered 
the telephone had been disconnected and the house phene number 
diverted te an apartment. Just taken cut in her hueband's name. 

She then consulted the family steng box where they kept about 


and the children and he te supply her with one hundred seventy 
dollars every two weeks en which she cannot possibly live, of ■ 

• According te present plans, shanndLAhe children and Hina 
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MoInneB art scheduled te spend several days here m this coming 
week, arriving about Wednesday er Thursday, I believe. That 
undoubtedly will be a three ring circus, but something one can 
stand alright if assured the eireus will eventually terminate and 
all the elowns and wild animals return te Winter quarters shortly 
thereafter. 

The bright spat in the picture is that the husband says it 
is impossible to live with such a woman while the woman says her 

SH b S 4 4 i b0r f* w J xlg \ phrlB 5 President, is a sen ef a biteh. 

The family, having always thrived an quarrels and reerinlnatlena, 

it would mean the pattern remains unbroken, and se long as 

^ke remains in tact, 1 assume the momentary separated parties 

an th * - 4Mt 

v r ' ;.1W £ ilD. Ji ;.)[■; ' 1. -• 3 - . 3 1:5 . i? '■* 

* y* u w ith all these details*so yen may have a comprehensive 

whltIvM # ift£ h Ji?!JJ n V*\ mp tbmB b# abI# t# eemprehSad P the better 
SSlI the mi immideate 

future. In the mean time, I am holding the thought that 
J* rain constantly during the impending visit, which will 
add to the boredom ef the visiters, for under the pleasantest 
atmospheric conditions, the country palls on the lady 1 think and 


ought te weigh heavily in the direetiw of making the glitter ef 
society life in town seem ever so ateeh mere attrestive. 

* • .- 

Dr. Band who came with.his niece end several young people, 
seemed better, 1 thought, than at any time I had seen him since 
last Winter. Bis appearance was a briec* on aTsyaf terSew? 

2 * 1*1 * # f* th# B|U1 4* were leaving and remained 

nuoh tee long Mr. Brew 7 s uncle was another visit or. He left 


y#ax * *** to take a job in the garage ef 

2: a Sr. * 


re ef 


sold from both atmospheric end human viewpoints. ** 

0,1 1 * tit of material having te 

■nrt»u ttles that. Chon further explored and 

*“* #ul, tedly provide mush additional data for the 
Scrapbook. ,One unexpected document is a sworn statement w td o 
if,f?? 1 ??* fhaving te de with^ 


"t.tes that 




Monday, July 24th, 1950. 


Memorandum] 

. ■ 

^he enclosure from Ora is nice. 1 am glad she doesn't mind us 
using the quotation from her letter regarding the Madam. 


I was a little Jotted by her demur in writing something about 
the M adam s scrapbooks. < frankly I thought I had asked her to write 
something-about the ^adam s interest in becks generally, explaining 
that i had written Mrs. Wagner who had catalogued to scrapbooks 
partially, te have a go at the particular field. My letter must 
have been laoking in olarity. 


ny second secretary departed for the wars today* and mheh ef 
my mail awaits the coming ef my first secretary later tonight, — I 

hope. ... t , 

, " 

And tomorrow is Primary Day in Louisiana, which is aoqually Blestiioi 
as you know, for the first time on record, there will be a polling 
place on Melrose, —in the new feoane House, hard by the store. 

Heretofore everyone from this section has gone to Mentkose but 
because ef the inorease in colored voters, a place here in the river 
bottoms has been previded so that people ef ;oeler may net feel intimidate* 
by the white trash living in the hilly seetien Just beyond Montrose. 

I believe 1W7 are reelstored for voting in this neighborhood, se 
the work ef the Board shouldn't be too arduous. 


The best news I have had today arrived in the interruption 
between this.paragraph and the foregoing. My secretary, ®e. 1, 
arrived and se I have been able te have a little shat with you, 
as ef Tuesday, last past. This letter : should have arrived on 
Saturday, of oouzse, but must have been delayed over the week end 
in Bayou ^atohes* for the postman was early on Saturday, loading 
me to believe the general thinnest of the post was due to his 
departure from that quarter before the T. and P, train had run. 

• , A 

first off. let me thank you again for having se thoughtfully 
provided me with.the ribbon which makes type writing ever se muoh 
easier, sines Ikdon't have te thump quite so hard and besides, 
the ink is ef sufficient darkness so that I oan tell at a 
glance if I have written on a page er net. ' 

•to-*.-'- ■ -- -' 7 ‘‘ L : 

And before I forget it, let mo speak ef the print you are 
having made ef .the Madam with her scrapbook. It is certainly 
kind of you to make the inquiries and put through the order. If 
you will kindly let me knew the charges, I shall be glad te 
ask the plantation to defray the same, and if it is Just as convenient 
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£2 RV*? lb**}* if y« would kup the fix* and the enlaxgem 

fdr the tine being, X shall send you sections sf the manuscript * 
fro* ti»e to tlao and piotureo to illustrate tho various P 
sections so that you *ay have a ooaploto lay out of tho work 
as it progress, thus being ablo to determine how things are 

Ulffi Lft* 11 k ** p •* th * illttitratl«*a that are hero 

until after Dr. filkorson has made his rounds, fro* hi* X *ay bo 

« * r rath . #r determine if ho secs eye-to-eye with 

m * 1X1 iS* J atttr •* »aking tho book, whon printod, suggest ¥ 
a scrapbook, and perhaps ho *ay bo able to supply uswith 
some of the reproduction work of tho snapshots, although, sinee 

iSt I iU thMa nay be Juwt as well 

•* *®P*o4ustion of tho snapshots, slnoo 
giT# M 1 ! h * 1. 8. U. had 

SnSmJt hl!^ h * ■5 Dtt>or i pt# will laata us frob to - 
submit it to “abtingo House for an opinion as to whether tho 

thing has any eonmerelal Talma before wo finally turn tho item over 
to h. a. u. 

"*i/ i f*+ tB 4. £ l£ 4 out fr# * ki *» toe, if *• S* D. oan publish 

the P oJi« 8 il! 1 V* p ! 0 J u0 i i0nB * ftB ftr • xa °P 1 *. two or throe pagoi 
from the Open Door Guest Book and so on, I suppose publishing 

»ay bo inrolvod in tho number of suoh differing types of 
dllfal 2£ d >,Sf BUOk »ith~ig.m, we oan tho bettor 


Tuesday, July 86th, 1960 


Memorandum t 


May I toll you that oron thought tho postman jumped ms 
on 1st olass mail today, he brought mo a foot square, but thin, 
earten whioh was a oonploto surprise, 

t * « 

To toll yoh the' truth, it newer dawned on mo until X had 
actually opened tho paokago that it might contain a phonograph 
record. And then whon I saw what tho paokago hold and then whon 
I discovered tho Tsohaikevoki opus within, *y enchantment know 
no bounds and again I had to ring up another staggering digit to 
all the happinesfi flowing to mo from you, 

▲ prolonged week end, including holidays on Monday and today 
has probably boon the reason why my Beading Machine has not 
boon returned. But with tomorrow's dawn,I shall begin worrying 
the State agency responsible for its repair, for naturally I 
am consumed with impatienoe to have a go at tho Borneo -and Juliette 
Overaturo forthwith and straight off, Xf tho machine is 
delivered to me on the morrow, howovo^, X am go ng to try to 
restrain ay self until tho close of day, ,Vhat with tho elegant 
moonlight nights wo are currently enjoying, X think it will bo 
swell to place tho machine on the back gallery and trying out 
your musical contribution under tho aegis of a mellow moon 
and billions of fire flies, , — • 

ETJtZilSS. 11 4 T ni-fani XIi* oaa *r laos-ixe ed oi-b tuod at 

I shall report on whatever suoooos attends this "fete 
musioale on ohampetro", and shpll regret only wo aren't absorbing 
tho delights together* 

following a particularly busy poraing in a half doson directions 
you oan pioturo my surprise whon, botwoon 18 and 1 noon, 

Sister, tho 6 children and Ilna blow in. Something had boon 
said, following J. h ,'s visit to Shreveport, that they might 
oome down in thb middle of tho wook, but X hadn't supposed tho 
middle would begin much before Wednesday* and had their plans 
boon changed, 1 shouldn't have boon at all surprised, » 

• . . . ^ TO 1 * ' J ■' 

But hero they wore, as nelsey as usual and I believe wo are 
to bo honored for at least 9 or 4 days, assuning wo survive. The 
first thing Sistef delegated a ina to do was to got in tho oar and 
go to tho nearest henkey-tonk to got some whiskey. But Una earns 
baok empty nandod, naturally, since today is flection Bay and 
no lioquor is being sold, and no henkey-1cnk oven open. 


2?! w& * by frans Blum in 1993, I believe, a 

[iO J5YT iT ” dT. ,JSO<I vCOa , v 

■lUdamo dubin-Roque, iyle and Souls Beqwe,” 

. hJS * ■” I,Ii " 4 *• tk 

„ * n I S n t ?* “ att ” ff the h»*Biag bird bottles, t hope you w 
go to.no rush and absolutely no trouble about sending, 1 ft e 
***! v I e 5 d , thl8 Suptombor of next Spring, so far as the 
and tho Baldwins go, that will bo plenty of ti*o, and if wo i 
got around to send tho’m at all, they will never bo tho wiser 

of Iri '**!*?“ • a J rl ‘W *» : 


lina seems to bo remarkably noble or stupid, X oan 1 t figure out whioh 
to bother with Hi. h* a* bag. 
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radio to 


L3 


With Sister'8 usual naviete, she assumed I knew nothing 
about domestic bombs bursting in air in the Shreveport area, and 
I let her rattle the whole thing off as long as she pleased. 

Some jplaee ,or other, perhaps she had brought some with her, she 
had suooeeded in getting an edge on, and the talk ran en endlessly, 
prospects for the future, the wisdom of suicide, the best steps 
to be taken in trying to effeot a reoonoilliatien, etc., etc., ad 
nauseum. She folded up her beard immediately en leaving the 
supper table while lina accepted Celeste's invitation to spend the 
evening yonder. Naturally 1 was delighted to close my own doer 
en that aide ef the world and open it en the quiet of the 
white garden where I have been sitting, for the past couple ef 
hours in eompany with the.Bark **uke and his brother, both of whom 
you have met. And mighty pleasant it was, toe, relaxing with 
people having the stability ef kind, hearts and a sense of humor. 

;): 40 i: 0 i '.0 fl li-.:- • *- • 3 0:.«i0A.7 - ' • 

Election Day at the local polling place went off eter 
so quietly. Shortly, i shall have to turn en my ra 
see hew far out ahead 8enator ^eng is running. 

^ast night I listened for a little while to some of the 
final campaign speeches whioh certainly were dull enough. I 
was struck by Senator bong's assurance to the eleotrerate that 
he steed for progress,-Old Ages tensions, etc., and that he 
would always oppose "Socialised Medeoine 4 , as had all his family in 
the past. Shis sounded so edd against the backdrop of 
reality* — thcbig Jharity Hospitals sponsored by the Longs and 
scattered over the State, net to .mention their participation 
in the health program, as headed in this Parish by Dr. 

Knijmeycr, with free clinics sprinkled ever every Parish in 
Louisiana. I don't knew what people mean when they use that 
trick word combination manufactured by the Ameriean Modioal 
Society, — Socialised Hedecino”, but whatever they have in mind, 
it is boumd~to be expansive and-all inclusive if it anywhere near 
approaches what Dam si ana has ta offer by way of frschospital- 
isation and general nedieal ears. 

• / A X 

■winging back to the presence of the disturbing influences 
currently let loose upon us, I am going to try tc get something 
positive out ef all the din and hubbub. Perhaps I shall be ^ 
abie to to concentrate with me cm a sketch for the end papers 

for Plantation Serapbeek Hina is a good artist, and it will P 
do me harm to try to get something cut ef all the confusion 
obtaining at the moment, but 1 reckon it will be a mieraole if I 
suooeed. . - f '-■> ' . 

Dut enough ef such speculation. Decides the hour grows late 
and Z would probably do well te give "Sleep, kind nurse ef man” 
t# A ? §1 *»•**••■, elnee tomorrow - 

\? e3ct ^ the ?® xt •i 11 Probably be enervating enough. 

But if the maqhine comes through and might oomos en. it Will 
be so pleasant to contemplate utter relaxation on the baok gallery 
thanks tq the oomforting strains issuing from the magical gift 7 

your generosity brought te hand this day.. * 

• - r I-. . > 


Vednesay, July 26th, It60. 




• 11 


Memorandums 

to 




Te hand not one but two elegant letters, together with 
their manifold enolesureB, testifying te the vast industry • 
to whioh you have devoted yourself tee arduously these more recent 
week ends. "We ain't get te oateh a train* the Madam used 
to say, in referring to an absence ef pressure, and I pray you 
te proceed en that tack, for the days in Manhattan are too busy and 
the weather tee sweltering for you te push yourself so hard. De 
please go slow. 

1 shall net collapse tonight te the tune ef Tsohaikovski, 
for my Beading M aohine hasn't come through as yet. I talked 
with Mrs. Coombs this morning by telephone regarding it and am 
hoping- to have luck before the week end. Her household is in 
a momentary flurry, it seems, what with her sen who is studying 
medeoine, has been called up with his Marine er Whatever unit, and 
deports en Priday for Paris Island for intensive training before 
heading out for the Paoifie. I always think it a pity when studies 
are thus interrupted, for too often, after service in the field, 
the student seems to find the life ef a scholar tee tame en his 
return. 

• '•J- ■ V « . ■■ 0 . ' .. 

mya I thank yeu for all the fascinating details you 
had for me regarding the Walter Whites. Turly you are extraordinary 
the way you can throw open deers en vast perspectives at the mere 
mention of a name. I had heard nothing at all about ail the points 
you covered and the details concerning the Whites in India. When 
I re-read the bock, these epilogues will make the whele business 
so muoh more interesting. 

: i:. . .5 ■ . 1 , , * 

And thanks, tee, for telling me ef your-viewing ef The 
Titan. You covered the details so interestingly that it was like 
hearing of quite a different work ef art from the one Rudolph 
touohed en. I had been particularly curious te learn something 
about the producer and several allied details which: yeu covered so 
completely for my delectation. • Surely there should be mere 
films like The Titan. And in using the word "film" reminds me 
that for my secretary, the word "film" seems te be-one of those 
triok ones, —I suppose almost everyone has such, which cannot 
be managed easily. The word appeared two or three times in 
your letter, and eaoh time he preneunood it as film”. 

• " • - - 

"The Prophet in the Wilderness" which I Am impatient to read 
has the sub-title of "The Africa of-Albert Sohweitse" and is by 
Hagedorn er some such. I take it te be the tame bock you 
were*so kind as te let me bsrrew some time back, and subsequently 
returned, the one containing the picture ef the Congo "African House 
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Thursday, July £7th, I960 


It would' bo difficult for me to describe the pitch at which 
we are temporally living. The raoket and hubbub is constant 
and the flow of alohelle beverages constant. And naturally the 
oeuntry is a vast bore for one never capable ef entertaining one's 
self, with the net result that the time and energy ef 
other people have to be Imposed upon during all the weeing 
hours. I am hoping tomorrow may see the end ef the current go- 
round, although one aan never guess who any scheduled* may be 
altered from second to seoond by the lightning like changes ef 
the erratic and inebriated mind, fees la a measure ef ; 


Memorandum t 

And so, if I had only been smarter, I might have saved all 
that talk about the Elephant and the Butterfly, and merely sent aleni 
the enclosed snapshot that would have explained all. 

• . * ea 

I guess the other encl08ures_speak for themselves. A week or 

— ■ ^ 0 f p ft p #I this 

it along tp (Georgetown. Hence 
arish. who. i take it. must 


quarrelsomeness wilh her children and an impulse to start 
arguments ever nothing at all with her companion, and you havo 
some sample of the brew that bubbles constantly in these parts. 

fortunately for our side, she indulges in the tendency to 
get going leisurely in the morning, and that affords me some 
opportunity to plan, if not completely carry through, a f.ew 
projects with Hina, who is certainly an accomplished artist. 

Early this morning, for example,' she and ? roughly sketched 
cut a working sheet for the end papers ef Plantation Scrapbook. 
Hina has done work ef this type for publishers and is well 
prepared therefore, both from an artis'tio andpraotieal point of 
view, to carry the thing through. She is taking the sketohes home 
with her and will transfer them to bristle board, using the 
proper inks, etc., and so return the same. 

i on j !»[.& ^ i ' c’ uHj X j urat hajk 

•<ri. balance of the day. when net distracted by all the harly- 


so age. I wrote the singl 
and folding in a butterfl; 

the opening salutation fr_ --„ «»__ 

have responded favorably te the treatment ef the "big bad Wolf". 

In spite ef all the hubbub going on today, 1 somehow get an 
opportunity to run through the Memorandum as ef Hevembor xyth, 19 
I had ne idea it could have been so bad. lou were certainly 
charitable when you remarked it might need some editing. Xditing 
it slap cut ef existence would be the oiily way to oorreet it, I 
think. I guess it's unfortunate for others that I can't glance 
through what I write for oould I dd so, surely many ef the 
out-going pieces of mail would never go. Although the particular 


burly, she devoted herself te doing a sketch sf the Ohapel 

in char seal. She will also take this home with £er and sketch in 

the blaok and white elements required. Haturally I regret that 

all this oaxrnot be accomplished here and now. but that is 

impossible and so one can but do the best one san. And the • « 

ohanoes are pretty goel I believe, that the work will be exeouted 

and sent baok alright. Iventually we shall, see whiohdwill be 

better for illustration for the Scrapbook, a 'flashlight 

picture ef the Chapel er this black and white sketch, and if 

the variety that the etching might lend is net required., we can 

use a snapshot. There will be one advantage ef the sketch, - somewhat 

in the **ddy Suydam manner, however, - for Hina has somehow oon- 

trived to get the salient features ef three walls ef the Ohapel, while 

a camera would probably be able te oover but two. 

In the midst' ef trying to effect some ef these things, we were 
constantly interrupted and personal friends of-Slater, who by ohanoe, 
passed this way, oontaoted her and added to ttfr Confusion. 

£u'Oi_o.l iniiiJ ‘I'tf j 1 Koirfw "aaecxiebl 1 » odd nL da ror ■ 

Well, so things turn momentarily. Personally I abhor troulbed 
waters, but if one is forced to be in the midst of them temporarily 
one might as well fish for whatver may be present, I suppose... 


to which they will never accustom themselves entirely, 
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friday, July 28th, IS60 


'Memorandum* A u 

How nioe to find your envelope ef amplitude in this nomine 1 a 
post, with your grand letter and the manuscript of Aunt Benjamin. 

And what 'a splendid suggestion regarding the Prudhemme letters. 
I an so glad you hate aeon Unolo baroi tee's houao — not to 
mention Uncle Phanor'a with ita nioo little avenue of oaks. 

X think everybody interested in old Louisiana, exoopt 
those possibly concentrating on slot machines or some suoh, are 
primarily concerned over the 'ante bellwn aspeota of the region. 

The letters you mention will undoubtedly supply sons diroot or 
indirect sidelights on pro Confederate War doings and will there¬ 
fore make excellent' filler, 

• _ : 

Somewhere among the loeal treaora" is a volume entitled 
l atohitoohea Lara or some suoh,-having most of itp contents 
“devoted to doings of the Trudhommos, Buarda, Bertaegs, Lanbroa, 
etc,, including some genoologioal notes, exerpts from private 
letters, eta,, and some of those, pasted along side the letters you 
mention ought to add some interesting details to what was 
going on in the suburbs of the Melrose metropolis. If memory 
serves, all the Lest an Diary is in the same bosk, and that wo shall 
serasoly be able to make much use of, but wo opn glanae over some 
of the other things and see what we ean make of them, I should 
bo able to find the book between now and about Tuesday, X should 
Imagine, and 1 shall send it along, keep it as lopg as you please, 
although eventually it should b o returned to the local roposil ory, 

Xf I can track down the item, and. I'm sure I .can, it will 
contain a most fashionable picture of lareisse Prudhemme and wife 
in the very front ef the bosk. She is wearing a costume so very 
much after the manner ef Oharlette of Mexico while lareiseo, seated 
leeks just about as messy as did all men in the costume effected at 
that era, X don't reckon we shall need to have it espied, but 
if for any reason we should, when having it printed, we should 
have an extra one made fof Madam Oleutier, perhaps, ainoe she 
would undoubtedly be fascinated to see this tintype of the former 
owners of her home. The Madam has often spoke ef the pioture to mo 
and how she obtained it. She visite'A the eld place just as the 
Prudhommes were leaving it. All the furniture had been removed, 
and Madame Baroisse had lingered on to attend to a few details 
when the Madam arrived. The Madam remarked upon the interesting 
looking traSh being swept out and asked if she might have the old 
newspapers and photographs which she was most graciously aooorded. 


on, lina and I' could discuss 


some final do tail a ef the proposed sketohes she is doing for the 
Scrapbook. She is certainly a gifted artist, —littleuiis A. 
declares her to be the most talented in Louisiana, and I have a 
feeling however she finishes mp the things, they will be fine. Let 
us hope circumstances distract her inte becoming a Bamsoy in the 

j - * m, r.ii >i-.' : -i • 

Vhen the Bands departed from Melrose, inviting Sisntor and lina 
?T er aJ 0 the °® m P. ««at an invitation to me, but naturally I demurre 
ff* export outfit itself finally go under full steam in a lortherly 
direction between T and 8 or perhaps 6 and 7, and the profundity 
of the peace now settling*over the place is all pervasive and 
invigorating. On parting, the final shout from the oar was: 

’■i'll ... you i»xt w..f, ~ 

^ - ■ • » W f , 

but hoping this was merely a friendly gesture and uttered with 
no expectation ef realisation, 

Jaab* etf c: u 

QMite by oh-anoe today, I stumbled ever the reason for 

?! !J e •augments ftem the Game Biver country. I 

th ! ■ 8 “ e raa »® n applies in ether sections ef the oountry 
■?t5**?* "HO 1 ** ■** 11 * 4 astonishingly. I was talking ** 

two ef the youths, scheduled to depart far the wars' next 
Thprsday.; One ef them said; . , • “ F 


hundred.dollars a month the Government will furnish us for 
schooling, we ean by us a fine ear." ' ^ T 

[ i#(f uo«X Sub tutLTL lUtt* illl* |W*w*** 

for the first time I considered the general education 
of veterans returning from service, and realised for thm* 


that nearly all ef them, with the exception ef Leg. had invested 
their monthly educational stipend 1m antiquated horseless carriages 
for so many, eld and young, a oar has become a symbol of success i 
even though one has me plaoe in particulir to geV the ear r 
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Sunday, July 30th, 1950, 


although the M adam said she felt quite sure the ^rudhoames all 
thought her out of her Bind, asking fer suoh sweepings. There 
was some conversation with Madsae Saroisso about the pietura of 
herself and husband, but she seened to set ao store hy it. It 
**?V Daguerreotype ef which she had other ooplea, and 
that this pietura whioh I reeall distinctly as being in the boek. 
la am enlargement ef the smaller itea taken in ante bellwn 
tines. 

I am so glad you mentioned the notation the Madaa made giving 
a aooount ef hew the copies af these letters, translated, 
came into her possession. I think it would be a splendid idea 
to lrofaos them by quote her diraatly, for that will keep her 


Memorandums 

U f * ’ • * t 043 

I found the volume I had been searching, - Nateh1toohe 
Lora, it seems to be called. 


I have run through the table of contents and discover 

it contains rather less* than 1 had remembered. 

■ *- « . • *" • * * * * 

It will go forward with this post. Ebep it as long as 
you please. 

I have oheoked a few items in the table of aontents, but 
more with a view to oalllng your attention to them than 
with any idea of reoommendatibn for oonsidering them as 
being possible material for our project. Your first im¬ 
pression as to their general appeal will suffioe to deoida 
if they should be considered. 1 haven't read any of them, 
rfhd so oannot speak with authority as to what they cover. 

I thought they might lend themselves in part to the ante 
bellum seotion of thb Scrapbook, for anything about this region 
oould be inserted there and still bear some relation to the 
voltune itself. 

• . • j v o a a aw w.i •> v.» 

The only other thing in the package is a spray from the 
bay tree growing in the garden in front of this house. 

1 thought you might like its pungent fragranoe, —if it hasn't 
all evaporated before reaohing your true hand. It is the 
leaf of this specie of the laurel family so popular with 
Leuisianana cooks for the seasoning of things roasted. 

I might paste a few on me, what with the intemperate _ 4 .. 

thermometer readings. 

The expression of hope as voioed in your letter 
reaohing me Friday seems to have born fruit, for on the 
following day my second secretary tells me he went to twon 
and took himself out of the servioe to whioh he expeoted 
to be oalled this ooming Thursday. I didn't know 
suoh slight of hand things could be aoooaplishsd by 
the mere twist of the wrist, and 1 asked no questions. 

I hope he la really as oompletely out before getting in as 


m y friends of ooler who had vanished from the local soene as soon 
as the sound of the three day tornado arrived, again put in their 
appearanoe, and although all of us, including Celesta, still 
proceed at an unnatural pass, still the calm after thi storm 
is promising, even though none ef us have as yet reoovefced from 

of # suoh rT *vi*it thftt lnTmriably obt * in « during bhd in the wake 

oxlsk J * .’i.-.w/a i al ao ys 

mp B matt » r Tor ay opinion that floored me by 
its stupidity. She said she thought she would suggested to the 1 
Estate that she be rented the big house for £ ♦to.00 a 
month, fo she oould retain or ohase out any servants she wnatsd 
2? }“ so that she night tell all the aeabers of the 

family to keep; out sf the big houBS, - that is everyone she doesn't 
like, whioh oovers all the a enrys except J. H. I couldn't 
believe she was serious at-first but then it dawned on no she was 
Sh. uui mj .plain which ,h. ilta't ,ut r.alljT hut “I Jot 
it anyway, and of course 1 pointed out that it wasn't likely the 
Estate would appreve such an arrangement, for in the first place 
th«7 .OUlta-t poeaihlj h.T, th. nJu.Bt i.tl.U Of “ati^ to. 
house and secondly they all oonBidered it their old *homo and as 
a place to visit from time to time. But she brushed suoh 
considerations aside and actually hot-foooted it to the store 
and laid down the proposition to d. f who of oourse dismissed 
J* f 8 ,'?* aUOh tOBlo ®J 0r y« i* quite digested with her and 
i a * t 2 1 io. m# 'v a ? ong oth#r that he had advised her she 

had better being trying to get ov with other people before long 
for sooner or later Bhc would have to realise that there are ^ 
other people in this world apart from herself. Ihat a stupid goose 

or in between in the # sJJapbook business, 0111861 ^ endlBBBl y on week on< 


•••••please 
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I shall 1 he expecting something from Madam Vagner before 
long, too. She Is one of those unsatisfactory corres¬ 
pondents like Bdith Wyatt Moore and Carolyn Ramsey, — 
seldom if ever writing a letter, bnt talcing a month off 
every few years to write a book. 

JaOOl |UUN yu TO I ,JPBOUTI« SIJ JO i ... 

I dined next door at 11:00. I believe J. R. was fixing 
to take off for somewhere, - more peoane conference, I suppose. 

Madam Band passed by Yuooa a few minutes after 1 had 
returned from dinner. She and the Doctor had been to the 
baptiwln' and 1 believe got a few snapshots. In spite of 
the heavy water particles haing in the air. She wanted to 
talk about hex conference with 8ister the other day, feeling 
that by the time Sister had returned here from the oamp, she had 
probably got the report of the conversation so mixed up, 
nobody would believe it. 1 told her that is what I thought 
the nicest thing about such^reports were, —nobody believed them 
considering the souree. 

I am looking forward to the morrow when I hope my 
Heading Maohine will put in its appearance. I have been 
without it but two or three weeks, and yet it seems 
longer. 1 might as well admit I am muohuless anxious 
to get the thing operating again for anything in the book 
line.,....it's the S sehaikevski Overature, to be play where 


a tue -BunttiLOTwu vtoihuoxw, to do px, 

and whenever I please that especially lmpells me to "hold 
the thought” but mightily. You, of oourse, are the only one 
effecting a-surprise for me in this Borneo and Juliette number 
and I am glad, for * shall love it the more.....* 

.JWi i\ .. W'U oUi iQvf i \ “ 

.i *S bus gaivlvxe aoewce J deux a 


I 
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Monday, July diet, 1960. 


• • 

Memorandum: 

And se it was a lovely day and I reoken I didn't have 
anything particular on the docket, and yet somehow'I seem sur¬ 
prised at what Aid appear. 

for at 11 this morning, while 1 was going a mile a 
minute on this machine, I thought I heard someone oall, and 
on responding. Lei I found Carolyn, Helen and Mrs. Russia on 
the ,baefc gallery. 

Carolyn left before 12, and what with general amenities all 
around, 1 didn't get much ohanoe to ohat with her 

But all three ladies seemtd entranced with their Gatlingburg 
jaunt, and I take it Carolyn must have doe quite a bit of camera 
work, while all threepampled some of the furniture and trash on 
sale, A assume, since their respeotive station wagons seemed 
pretty well packed. 

Mr8. *assio is of an earlier generation, in faot in some 
respeots she reminded me of the Madam. Her husbanA is President 
of some insurance company and I gathered that this trip must 
be something of an education for this probably conventional lady who 
has undoubtedly given much ef her'life to maintaining a lovely 
home, entertaining "the right people” etc., etc. But from 
this time forward, she will proba ly-view a quite different 
one frsn that to whioh she has been aooustomed for TO years baok, 
and having found a truer eense of values offered her more satiefaetion, 
I figure she is likely -to find rioher experiences immediately 
ahead, now that bridge parties and formal dinners will not suffice 
to satisfy her, evnn though it may oontinue to suit her former 
friends. 

Helen and Mrs. Rasaie. remained after Carolyn had left, and 
later in .the afternoon Helen got a few shots of Various landmarks 
in the neighborhood. Somehow it seems as though morning is about 
the only time to take meat pictures of this type in this neighborhood, 
so many of the plaoes ohanoe to face the rising sun. Ve ran by 
Olemenoe s house and thence up the river* on the opposite \ 
side, noting that Aubin-Roque• s house is really falling 

down, and we stopped off at the rraaoois Bobiaux home, sad 
that, tea, is alowly dying of neglect.• Ve alao dropped by Beaufort 
but didn't find anyone at hone, and that somehow rounded out the day. 


• • e • 


t 
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Tuesday, August 1st, 1960 


*rs. Coombs dropped by to report that Baton Bouge Is 
sloe on delivering the crystal for the Heading Maohine. and so I 
shall have to praotioe patienoe a littlTlonger lnsSaring 
the gaUery on the white garden with you and P. I Tsohaikovski. 

I think Jr8. ^oombs is inclined to be depressed about her 
son having to head out for the wars, feeling it may be diffioult for 
him to resume his medical studies when he gets baok from Korea 
eT#r » so 1 was glad the ladies were here, for they 
all could talk about Gatlingburg and Haehington and the like, and 
thus^brush away the little gleom-olouds that probably be-set 


Memorandum: 

Please don't do anything about it as yet, but in the 
baok of your mind you might- retain any impression that might 
register there by ehanes covering some ante bellwm Inventory, 

Don't you think it would be niee to include One in the 
Sorapbosk, I think it is always fascinating to run through 
the items on suoh a list, especially if ene stumbles over such 
odd expressions as "One old ditto", as I did ones in a Patches 
inventory, A new ohemise was;listed at so much, and was 
followed by an entry of "Ond old ditto" whioh I found delightful, 

I shall make inquiry in the Patohitoohes area, - Ora, 

Postell and the like, to see if they oan't find u& a Metoyer one, but 
if they should fail to do so within the next month, we might use 
any one yon might ohanoe to run aoross, styling it the inventory 
of a “etoyer contemporary. If memory serves, you menioned one 
as appearing in some of the old Patohitoohes reoords you examined 
at the liibrary some months baok. All 1 suggest is that you 
keep green the souroe*so that if we must, we may lay hold upon it. 

for onoe, everyone didn't pile up on the same day, and I'm 
glad the Texas contingent of yesterday oame yesterday and that 
W. D. Postell put in an appearance bright and early this morning, 
long before mail time and staid with me until noon. He is 
spending the month at the ^ambre camp almost across the road 
from Beaufort, 


the Ooombs horison momentarily, 

fortunately today's post wi 
to contact a secretary, and sti i 
including one from Mrs. Brandon 
until the morrow, 

t a fhI i* th * ladl#B viewing the "Art ixhibity" at Clemenoe's 

I h ° U v* 0 * th * the Spillway: 

I found "og s wife very muoh under the wedther, and sometime 

wil1 tajc#n ba#k t0 Shreveport 
Hospital where believe she had an ovarian operation a week 
ago. 

• '{ '• V- * ■ 

y9t ? tun ! d t0 th * •P«* d »ith whioh hospitals pronounoe 
their patients restored to health and turn them eut within a day or two 
regardless of the nature of their oomplaints. «efar as I 7 
*2 1#&rn », non ; Of these instutitons have quite oaught 

w-Mr" y*:- ™ —* •* —v *» 

* <. • 

Talk continues looally about the lady who lest the SlM.OO 

Y ^ i0UB "itoh doetors about the^arish 
have put the guilty finger on the finder, - a oousin of the leser 
but somehow the matter doesn t terminate there, and there is mush* 
discussion going on as what should be done next, having the 

^o^?vi Br 2i e8t * 4 to 1,8 oonsidered for some reason or* other 

possibiy because that would be so simple, but rather a more 
elaborate business seems to be in order. Tomorrow the husbsnd 

the h#ftd * ^ * or Qrleant, having 

Just received word from a kinsman in the Crescent City that there 

if f on $* r effect all kinds 

*•* Waek arts. I don't know what the 600 mile round 


oan make it.seem to be more or less a composite or an epitome of 
all Southern plantations. As a eitisen of fl ew Orleans, he feels 
that if improperly oontrived, it ought to appeal to lots ef 
visitors in that oity annually, and even might have an opportuni 
to sell in all metropolitan areas outside the South, He likes 
the idea of making the remarks ooverlng the individual items as 
brief as possible, giving an air of freshness to the volume by 
the sheer absenoe of talky assimilation, leaving it to the 
documents and piotures to exoite the reader's interest. 

The Texas ladies spoke of a favorable agent in *ew Y ork who 
has intimate connections with a arpor's. - a person stemming from 

aadk«iklAafeAf a —1 JLLLiL « x«. «. _ 


Texas, enthusiastic about selling the - South. They will be glad to 
put in a word fer us, should we deoide Harper might be sampled, 
Aooordin^ to .report, Harper i8 inclined to go in for photogrpahio 
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books at the moment, and this might be precisely along their 
thoroughfare, and particularly so if pushed by an age? 
popular with them. We oan mull this over in the weeks ahead 
Wiikersen* poBBlbility be * or# submitting the manusoript to Dr. 

In today's post oame one large photograph of the Madam at 
her loom, together with several smaller snapshots, Rudolph 
remarks on her interest in weaving, I shall send the wHo lo ^ " 

iith^S you . ah0rtly ; 1 h^-nk he has done very l!ll, 

with one slight omission or editing, eon pretty well be* 

Incorporated Just as is, I shall speak in more detail of this 

tn b !!f?? ly / h8n ’ a ** Br a WOBlc or tw# » 1 Bhsai hara had an op 
to get it and some other aocompanying data properly wrapped up! 

If Caroline ^ormon in the plant department and M r a, 

Wagner in the sorapbook keotion do half as well. *• ah.n 


Wednesday, August 2nd, 1110, 


Memorandum 

And so let's talk about the Sorapbook a little,,,.., 
sheaf of letters from Mary Dagget Lake 


I am sending them along in a day or two with fiudolph 

thx,< *« 


I have not read the Mary Lake contribution 
the pen of the Madam. It seems to me it might 
as well for a comparison of these with those. 
appearing in- the Carmolyte volume. If they be 
if they he duplicates, then you will already ha- 
their possible use, 1 

How would it bp to have a ohapter entitled 

•letters Cammie G. Henry Liked to Write" 
and 

•Letters Oammie G. henxy Liked to Raoaiv* < 


oest qualified, he says he is oasual but oagey. If 
only emulate him, don't you think so, * 

friend Postell mentioned,Dr. Mattas, He says M 
who,has done nedioal aritoies for publications in th 
is currently assisting the venerable doctor in Jurth 
monumental work on the History of Louisiana Medeoine, 
if the doaedr oan but survive a few more years, the 
be aohleved, and probably he printed in several voltu 
seir, and Will be a marvelous oontribwti on to t*. 


The more I contemplate the matter 
that we are on the right track when 
much in sorapbook form as possible 
being used as possibble. “ ‘ 

approval of the idea, of ooursq, bv. - ***** „„ 
feeling that if it oan be sold to the publishers 
will by its very brevity, i ** 


the more oonvinoed I am 
we try to keep the volume as 
. with as limited assimilation 
'• Jon have already indioated your 
of ooursp, but I refer to- it again, 

--- -- — .*»««■(, .the volume 

M*sr r 

h ° f ^ 0 L Qr ftB P iQt orial evidence in the g oontrast 

*»«*<>. - * ith «»• ^ame AubiHocSr 

Solor^Line rBpresenbin d th# “mlatto in the ohaptir on Oane Biver 

ato>.v W# «S r !ff? fglt a pi * tur « °* to illustrate that 
story, aha with Log s pioture appearing in that section or 
an adjoining one, the pioture - lh&y‘be doubly interesting. don't 


The error, of oourpe is that her death is set 
November IBth instead, of the 17th, ' 
out. «ould you think that would - 
who might insist on footnotes and 


explanations 
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Only recently have I learned that the average 
photographer takes poor pictures of negroes because most 
oaiqera enthusiasts do net realize that the multiplicity 
of colors in the negro's flesh requires all kinds of filters 
to bring the varying lights into proper foous or relation, - 
the one with the other. The absenoe of such pre-requisites 
produoes an effeot suggesting the skin of the subject 
is solid blaok, not unlike the dead blackness of 
oharooal, eradicating many of the interesting lines and more 
.. Jpj>.tle expressions and giving a completely false impression. I 
‘believe Helen has made a study of all this, so that her 
potential portraits may be particularly valuable and 
interesting* - 

t eoi 3 ' , 

I am enclosing a oouple of. letters from today s post. 

The one from Ora is partiiularly hilarious, in view of what my 
' secretary says is an error she maAe in hitting a lick at the 
digits in the dates. I am responding that the lady of whom she 
.... speaks i« J>ound to be a hard shell Baptist "baptised in 
1947 and married in 1747” or howefer the tiling goes* 

As for Miss Nellie’s letter, don't bother to transeribe 
it, please. Xy secretaries could get'-no where with it, and 
possibly you ean't. But if you oan, and X beg you not 
to struggle muoh with it, you might merely mention any 
point she may stress particularly. Otherwise, fx if she doesn't 
underline anything in particular, just let the whole thing go. - 
1 wrote her yesterday, prior to the receipt of this letter, and 
so she will not be expeoting one from me within the near future. 

Referring to Ora's letter again, 1 have responded telling 
her of the recommendation X made in writing to Rssae M&e a few 
years ago oonoerning the wisdom of having the State library house 
the private eolleotiqns of anoient maps and papers and documents 
dealing with early Louisiana, and the suggestion X made at the 
time, —in a prospeetus, - that this material be 
typed, ,photostated or mioro-flimes as the individual piece 
might merit, with a view to the State library branches 
in all the State Barishea being used as agencies of the Baton 
Rouge Bepository so that such research material might be 
made available through these braneh libraries to students 
who might know of their, existence through a complete oataloue 
of the same, and ability to borrow individual isms along the 
lines that ordinary books are kept in circulation. It 
seemed to me that this, idea, y apparently buried Rssae Mae's 
files might thus be brought to light, either ,n the current 
study being made in Baton Rouge to whioh Ora has been invited, 
or through the artiole she plans to write for a n autumn -Library 
Bulletin. Thus, by round-about means, perhaps, something will 
be effected after all. 




Thursday, August 3rd, 1950* 


Memorandums 


Monuments to your nobility as of Sunday last past 
to hand in this morning's post* “ *“ 


came 


Rven as you expressed yourself in your letter, so 
must I at this point-say I am inoapable of knowing where to 
begin saying thanks to you for all you do for me* 

And may I congratulate you on your excellent suggestion 
that Robina leek over the Dlaxr. holding red pencil in hand 
and striking out anything she felt might “be better left out afi 
print* Hot a child of the Madam ever knew she kept a Diary and 
I shall not mention it to anyone* Quite probably none of them 
will ever more than turn through the pages of the Scrapbook 
anyway, - exoept Joe, - and although CSleste and ?ranoes(Paynie's 
wife) may read the thing, whatever reaction cohoes in the family 
will be but second hand repercussion* 

« .* " 

I shudder at the amount of labor in volved in this 
transoription and the pile up of higher thermometer readings 
in the midst of your labors* You mention attacking the 
Open Door next* X pray you t go slow, and as for having 
it here when the Wilkersons c ome, that doesn't out any ioe 
at all* I think at this moment, at least, that X shall merely 
show them possible souroes of data and a few pictures of some of 
the buildings, but shall not go into any examination of 
individual documents at this initial fitting. If they 
were advancing money for the Job, that would'be quite a differ¬ 
ent matter of course, but sinoe it is a labor of love, they 
oan wait and see how the finished article looks, and they 
perhaps will never even see that in manuscript form, if we 
find Harper or Hastings or some suoh discovers some oommerioal vt 
virtue in the thing* 

I, sinoerely appreciate your kindness in going to all the 
trouble, to set me straight regarding the Qustine business. 

As you pointed out, there are errors in Ma&am (Justine's work, - 
quite a good deal of it, - both work and error, X believe. 

8he is certainly mistaken about Rebecca being the niece of the 
four Hatches doctors, for she was the only daughter in the 
family, having married old Stephen Minor's son, William J. Minor, 
and that is why hex bust by Lyon used to stand in Oakland, but 
only Heaven knows were it may be now. 1 should have spelled 
Lyon with an "s", - Lyons, - the Hatches seulptor and in no 
way related to our Lion. 
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It was tha mulatto ohild who reooivod tha Texas property, 
and he subsequently moved to Missouri, and it was his ohildren, 
as I understand it, who figured in the trial you mentioned, 
calling for settlement there to their Cherokee property. 

¥ r f , .* #aT J r was wonderful, a life long sufferer from some 
oriental dysentery that should hare enervated her oompletely. 
was remarkabie to have done all she did. She was equally 
baffling to me, in that she depended on so; many others to 
dig stuff up for her in ^atohes where all this business was 
bused, and yet, after Journeying as far as Melrose from her 
home in Texas, never did make the remaining 149 miles to 
p i aoe 8,14 reoords herself, even though she had 
sufficient energy to dress every night for dinner and all suoh 
nonsense while on the plantati on , 

•But let me get to two other pointsj - 

“ * he MiOlosure the pen of father Baumxartner 
to the Madam. It sedms to be pretty good, but i suggest—' 
you hold it in a separate Baumgartner folder a little, for I 
think may be able to task down some other things from his 
facile pen concerning u ane tt iver personalties and folk ways. 

in a trans , ori Ption of some of these, or 

exerpts from some of them, we may not require* the entire 
ietter enclosed herewith. Ilf's going to knock the looal 
mulatto gentry plumb flat, • these letters, and the Holy Qhosts 
are going to fume and figit, I suppose. The nicest thing 
about the current enclosure is the fact that father Baumgartner 

tn J°? ple of 4 n08 » ind I® at88 that he has no objeotio 

*°? P^lioatipn, - probably a rare 


thing in the handiwork of the clergy. We Vail decide as we 
advance if this lettet and subsequent ones I may discover will 
go under some chapter About the Melrose 8t. Augustin's 

® a twgory, —suoh a. oL. 


a aitfwent category, —suoh as Cane 
1 J? 1 ?? * ath8X *••■*«tner was a pretty good 
historian^ but like all historians, his work is subject to 

records tJ itSt° tl0n T a ? 4 ,? a J a ’ “J• P°®*«”ion, brigns other 

reoords to light. I think we don t need to pointout or even 

thlv *21? ii22 g ff t0 th88e polnt * »*•» "• quote his letters, for 
they are from his pen, and he is responsible, and besides, 
nobody will read the iorapbook for J.ts historic finer points. 

... J? 18 ? am ? *** under separate cover, I am sending 

the envelope JUBt as it oame to me from Budolph, with all 
its oontents, to whioh I have added one page of notes auk-ceat- 
ing threeaminor ohanges or additions that seem pertinent. 

I have merely sketohed the se*tbnees to be inserted, and leave it 
to your own ideas as to precisely hew these should be worded He 
will not mind the corrections and I shall advise,him of them*later 

daii 1 do44g ? njrtWa * ®ore than you have to thei. 

‘11 ™!«LowI I i f you# 1 81x411 eventually return the 

11 ““P 8 * 10 * 8 to Adolph, * ut ypu might kcqp them foTa while... 


I 



r 
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Friday, August 4th, I960. 


Memorandumi 

You will like the enclosures. There isn't anything 
particular in Bora's but he is obviously in a gay mood. Little 
King, sitting off in fort Biley, Kansas, where ever in the world 
that is,*is writing the best he can, poor ohild. The 
frequency of writing whioh he mentions seems startling, but 
is more them a mood of expression than a reality, I guess. He 
puts in the word "■tils”,' to indicate his intention at humor. 

I have often wondered where this custom started. Many of my 
oolored' friends in dictating letters, have automtleally 
thrown that word in at the end of a sentence. At first it 
seemed odd to me but now I am quite aooustomed to it. I take 
it that the word must be thrown in as a guarantee that 
' the reader will be assured the statement isn t supposed to 
be taken too seriously. 

It's odd how many people piled up ooniantly from day to day 
this week. I had tought I might esoaped being honored today, 
but I guess wrong. But fortunately ther* were no pilgrims, for 
it is altogether too hot for touring. 

Mrs. Coombs dropped in with clothing from her son's ward¬ 
robe. There are shirts, pants and shoes, some of which will be 
put into circulation immediately, and others held for Winter 
when ootton money has evaporate*. 

Arid before Mrs. Ooombs (interrupiton) — before 
Mrs. Ooombs left. Ora arrived, — quite unexpectedly. 8he wanted 
to talk with me about her impending visit to Baton Bougc, the 
purpose of whioh she mentioned in her letter of a day or so ago. 

We got nothing done so far as reading t anything went, but 

we did cover quite a bit of ground in Parish and State combinations, 

both family and pelitiehl. 

She said she had been keeping one ear to the ground for 
• possible tremors from the Wj.lIiyaon.reglon. Only ene point 
of interest oame through, - and she was not pesitlve about 
it, although it is her understanding that the L. 3. B. Press 
is two'years behind in its pakxk* publishing schedule. 

With manusoripds aooepted in 1948 not likely to appear until 
the winter of 1960 - 1961, there is some question as to when 
1960 - 1961 manuscripts mig&t hope to see printer's ink. 

Isn't it good to have thie slant, for it seems to me excellent 
munition'when ene wants to oontend with.the Director as to 
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dates of roleass and so on* 

• ' f : t 

Wo had no time to go into the Plantation Sorapbook. and 
I merely sketched out roughly to her as the general poans for 
the Table of Contents shapes up. She was floored to learn the 
Madam had ever kept a Diary and said she would rush out and hur 
a oopy of the book regardless, and that she felt heaps of 
people up and down the State would do the same thing for 
there probably has never been anything published in {he present 
oentury from the.diary of a plantation mistress. * P 

Well, we shall see. 

• « . ' 

. m mentdon tjjat ®£® thought Bolton had done some stuff 

on Marie .Theresa Coin-Coin Tume. Thomas Matoyer), without 
knowing who she was. She is under the impression the documents 
concerning her and other personalities of the Spanish or rather 

*?; en ! h °2i on f al p 0riod w « r « translated and incorporated in 
nis bock. Should you chance across anythin of the sort it 
might be worth while to keep *arie Therese Coin-Coin in mind. 

• 

How you hare ever found time to dip into the Spanish Reoords 

with m 2Li i tSI d fltSeJ°I I >. la8t >, l0tt J r * 1 oan,t ^agine, and particularly 
with all the stuff I have been tossing in your ‘direction by way 

l\ | ! ; 01 ®annsoripts. But it strikes me that you might run across a 

J,iav««/Ww pretty Inyenotry in -said papers, and if so, It will be nice to 

a ba em * loya i a ® indicated in a recent letter, 

should a good ^etoyer one not be looated among the Metoyer papers. 

Tomorrow morningCebests and Madam Regard skip down to 
Aiexandria. They will pick up theimdphew-grandchildren at noon 
but before doing so will call on the Mawrettes, Oharles 
l' !■' been disoahrged from the hospital, and he and I haring 

* - • hous ® ^ Alexandria. I shall be interested to have a 

^ . direst report regarding the status of that household and a 
guess as to how soon they will be venturing this far afield. 

J^ejaathor continues sultry, with much humidity, but no 

P“J io nlar area, although Bohattered showers all up 
and down the road. We are almost in a drought right here but P 

+v! an f B hea 7 y d ® w *» things oontinue to grow lustily* and 

the Axenbourg children seem to be particularly helthful in 
appearance. On Monday a patch, of grass oaught fire on the 

1 ?? t0 *•* 11 Ploughad again aoon, 

*2 tta MuL?£ &. 222!*. ' ra0i 4rom toe t.xraa. 

hris already started spilling its snowy oargo but it «?n 

lea>t fl4«. ..ally £^\ ortlag 

* • • . • . 
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Sunday, *ugust 6th, I960. 


Memorandum: 

Thirty millions of times would be insufficient to express 
the delights at Arenbourgh, following receipt of your greetings 
on its birthday yesterday. 

And may 1 say that the humming birds were mighty tickled, too, 
and want me to convey blessings on their behalf The Sterns 
and Baldwin branches of,the same feathered family will undoubtedly 
express their appreciation a little later, what with their* 
gifts gqing forward on the morrow. 

For no other reason that because it was Arenbouxg's birth¬ 
day, I made a round this morning to oommune a little with 
a friendly spirit that always seems to hover ever so intimately, 
and particularly so, following an intensification of the same because 
of honors conferred early in Jume. It was so pleasant on the 
terraoe a little after 6, and we made a heap of plans as to what 
would be undertaken next. 

We really oould stand some rain, but even in spite of 
that, things ar* looking lush and green. The orepe myrtles 
are particularly gay at the moment, and even the little 
one8 around the elephant traps are unfolding their alternating 
watermelon red and white sprays and dusters with hilarious 
abandon. The butterfly lilies, although in no instance 
especially placed to their own advantage, are also perfuming the 
air wonderfully, and, except for the weeds, you would find 
the place altogether enchanting on such an anniversary. 

Your particular Fortuni oape jasamine is bubbling over 
with new growth and a deep-deep oolor of green indicative that 
it is quite in tune with the Joy of living that spills out 
all over the place. One of the little oamelias doesn't look 
too pert, but if he doesn't make a go of it, we shall replace 
him with another when February or-^aroh puts in an appearance. 

The trumpet vine is a mass of blossoms and the palm, 
planted early in July, is already putting out new leaves. All 
in all, it was pleasant to be at Arenbourg this early morning, and 
what with it being the Sabbath, it was especially nice just to 
sit fox a while and oontemplate early June all over again. 
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The heat oontinues to disoourage few pilgrims, it 
would seem. The quota wasn't large, but it oame 
at precisely the wrong moment, just as I had figured 
out how I wanted to contrive a sentence that had 
been log jamming a lot of stuff that I thought would 
slide along fairly easily after the verbal dislodgement. 
It oouldn't have been toe goed, however, for the 
whole thing eluded ipe, but 1 shall probably oatoh up 
with it again on the .morrow; 

Ourious margins, this, don't you think so. 

Last night and again this noon, I heard Governor Long's address 
to the speoial session of the Legislature. It was brimming with 
political ohicanery, his poverty and suoh elap trap. As in the case 
of his address at the regular session in Kay, he seemed to have great 
difficulty getting out the words, and in the middle of the thing,- 
either for the theatrioal effeot or,for physical reasons, he turned 
over the balance to the Lieutenant Governor to complete. The Longs 
are oertainly flirting with the oolored ,vote and in the present speeoh 
he outlined plans for a sqhool he thinks may be a model for the 
nation, - an institution for oolorqd wayward girls where they 
can be taught a profession. He didn't say what the professions 
proposed would oover, but it would be easy enough to wise-oraok 
that it might Just possibly lnolude something that for them would 
be in the nature of a post graduate pursuit. 

Dr. Hand brought *llen over this afternoon and took some 
pictures that we may be able to use in the sorapbook, - 
the one of the Weaving House and the one of the oannon having 
little Alien in them, and 1 think especially that with the oannon might 
be particularly oharming. 

I deolined to return to the oamp with them, but oonoeded a 
point and crossed th* cotton patch a little later, just before sun 
down. I sat on our bench and I need scarcely need say in which 
direction my thought* turned. They have wired up the big cedar and 
the dootor played a heap of ZZ revolution reoords that went 
ever so palatably with the grand food and drinks, and the hour.- 
some uy Lombardo things. Big Crosby's Deep Purple recordings, etc. 

I spoke to him about Hose *oom with whioh he is unaoquainted. but 

he wants to try it, I 4idn t know it before he told me that 

£• a . f 8 havia « a struggle in the recording field with Oolumiba, 

H. 0. A. turning out disks that require 46 revolutions per minute 
as opposed to Columbia's 28. .1 wish Baton Douge would eventually 

mi S * ith ^ fieadin e “aohine for my impatience to try out 
the Tsohaikovski recording is reaching the frasiled stage. 

It was-first dark when I returned home. Some ebony would-be 
worshipers came and I liked the candles in your oandle holders and * 

S5T V.lltl 117 Uli08 ln " P ° rCaLlM basket^standing^efore 

‘'in made 


Monday, August 7th, 1960. 


Memorandum» 

Summer School seems to be out rather early for Pat, who 
oame home tonight about supper time. It appears that whatever 
the oollege, military training thing is, the students, if qualified, 
are being called into the Army as officers, - Lieutenants, I 
believe. This has an odd sound about it when paralleled with 
his oousin, little Stephen, a West Point graduate and veteran of 
a or a years of servioe in Europe, and Pat likely to start 
out with the same grade. 

t 

. 1 sa * Kadam Regard alone for a few minutes this morning. She 

told me Sister is passing this way on Thursday, leaving the ohildre 
here while she heads down the road for a visit with her unole at 
iiew Hoads. It seems she telephoned last night and talked for 
half an ho.ur or so with J. H. telling him that her husband 
now asks for a divorce. Ouridus, in a way, how we expect the 

7? * 8k * or the divoroe but instinctively take a seoond glanoe 
when it is the husband. 

rp, in Legislature, things oontinue their topsy-turvy way. 

The Governor today submitted a bill which will undoubtedly be * 
passed promptly by his "trained seals", calling for an eleotion 
wherein the people of the State are aek to vote favorably on an 
amendment to deger the 1960 State elections until another 4 years 
has rolled round. If this required an eleotion to eliminate 
an eleotion, I wonder why the regular one should not be held, 
exoept, of course, the machine is trying this bit of chicanery 
to give themselves an extra term without any x opposition 
politically at all. The Longs seem to be courting the oolored 
vote more assiduously than ever and, after all these years, roads 
long overdue in regions populated by negroes only, are up 
for extensive repair or complete new building. And do, at 
long last, the negro is likely to oome into his own with the 
ballot. And what the results will be will be interesting 
to observe. .Since Reconstruction much of the rural balloting 
has been in the hands of the hill-billies, unable to read or 
write, and ; now this is to be balanced by an equal or greater 
number of negroes in the same benighted -situation. It ought 
to be quite a Jigbefore enlightenment gets spread very wide or very 
deep, and in the enduit will be interesting to see whioh side 
calls the tunes. 
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And now, if you don't mind, let us talk a little 

* about ' 

Plantation Sorapbook, 

the Melrose of O&mmie G. henry. 

The title suggests nothing to the average reader, of 
course, as to the geographio situation of the plaoe. Plantation 
puts is South of the Mason-Dixon line, but that's about alb. 

And perhaps this is advantageous, sines, for popular appeal, 

• the field should be as broad as possible. Perhaps I hhve 
frequently mentioned before that the author, publisher and 
firends of "Wilfflowers of Louisiana" might have enjoyed wider 
nulling poweir in the sales department if the title had readj 

Wildflowers of the South" op some suoh. , 

But onoe the Sorapbook has.been plaoed in the hands of the 
reader, he will naturally want to know where the plaoe is. It 
seems odd to think of a Sorapbook having an Introduction or Forward 
and yet under the oiroumstanoes, I believe this will be imperative.’ 

Perhaps that artiole stirred up several years ago with a 
view to using it in connection with some of 0. Bsmsey's 
photographs might serve the purpqse. Frankly, I don't seem to 
remember muoh about it, other than some vague phrases sugRestinK 
the remoteness of Melrose,, . 

Off hand, I should guess that an Introduction to any book 
is usually written after the text has been completed, but as 
this particular volume is being oontrived along a pattern never 
before undertaken, if we get the cart before the horse, it 
will be neither out of line nor harmony with the methods pursued. 

Please don't bother to dig up this artiole, if you chance to 
have it, for there is lots of t time yet before we have to 
sleap in the last page which will, in this instanoe, be the first. 

I have run through the illustrations, - actual photographs 
thuB far assembled, and find there are about ZO odd for probable 
use. I envision about do more at least. I'm wonderinghow 
suoh a numberfits in to the printing oosts, eto. Perhaps a ohat 
with Dr. ffilkerson may give some hints as to how publishers 
generally might re-aot. And speaking of Dr. Wilkerson moves 
me to refer to the Overdyke letter enclosed. The book he did 
before Houses df florth Louisiana, as I reoall, has been in the 
han^s of A. s. U. Press since 1946. This seems to bear out 
Ora s information that the Press is running years behind. 

•..r»ot the bottles off to New u rleans and Waco, and' our new ones 
installed at Atenbourg. If a so nioeof you to make this oelabrations 
possible and the birthdays mean so much.,,.. 



Tuesday, August 8th, 1960. 


Memorandum! 

* •- t 

Yesterday and today the postman traveled light, and so 
I had better braoe myself against the morrow when he will probabl 
spill a sackful, whereupon all my two secretaries will go "under 
ground". 

• The enclosure from ^ina is of secondary interest, but 
suggests depression. The little 6 inch Martin that stood 
here in my widdow went forward to her, following her visit, 
in appreciation of her efforts in behalf of the end papers, 
ohapel and Yuooa. How nice if it will only give her 
inspiration to bring the three to a speedy conclusion, I hope. 

Olemenoe came to see me this morning. 1 oan't 
think why it never oooured to me before to inspire her to do 
some piotorial maps of ^elrose, I suppose she has never 
seen suoh a thing of any plaoe, and so we had to start 
from the ground up, as it were. She is quick to oatoh ideas, 
and was entranced at the prospeot of oontriving one. Ora 
had brought her a box of new paints the other day, and this seemed 
the perfect medium on which she might try he* hand anew. 

One of the fascinating elemnts in ! Olemenoe's mind is 
the speed with whioh she oatohes one thought or-another 
and the inability of her mind, apparantly, tograsp oertain 
others For instanoe, after half a oentury spend on the 
margin of Cane "iver at this bend of the river, she 
didn t seem ever to have grasped how the stream might 
look^when sketohed on paper, as from above. Just before 
she came, I had smoothed off some earth hard by the 
sun dial, and so on its unrippled surfaoe with a stiok, 

I sketohed out the river for her, starting at Arenboug, 
following around by Grandpere's Church, bringing it back 
to Melrose and thenoe down as far as her house, pointing 
out each twist and* turn in the direction of the river as 
in indicated them on the somewhat earthy map we were am king. 

She seemed as delighted as a ohild, and the whole ting 
turned out in her mind to be something more by way of 
preparations for making a mud pie than for clarifying a simple 
geographical pioture. She seemed entranced when I stuok 
twigs in the ground to indicate St. Augustin's Church, ^elrose, 
eto., and eventually we returned to the oool-of the baok 


I 
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gallery where she found a piece of paper and a pencil. 

. t But after a oouple of tries, she found it impossible to 

get down anything suggesting the oourse of the river, and 
finally she asked me if I would "mark" Cane, Little and Bed 
rivers for her and put a oross where the different ohurohes 
ought to be. B 0 w you know me and the inimitable maps 
that only I oan oontrive. But "mark" I did, on the 
bit8 of stationary we had at hand, on the oovers of a oouple 
of old shoe boxes, even on a handbill oalling for the 
, election of *ussel L ong, - and with it all, Ciemenoe was 
delighted. And so when I was about "mapped-out", she 
gathered up her pieces of waste gaper and her new box of 
paints, and headed down the road. Along about now by 
lamp light in the little cabin you have visited, you may be 
sure she is painting pictorial maps madly by lamp light 
and by tomorrow's dawn will probably have a dozen of them 
, pinned up to -dry and will probably be heading up the road 

, for me to "mark" some more. Ciemenoe is a sight, 

• < An interruption as between this paragraph and the above. 

Elam came to see me, — remember dam. The other evening, Just 
after adem Elam had returned home from the hosptial with a 
ne ? 5 ab y» flam's 2 or 3 year old boy got hold of some kerosene 
drank some, - they couldn’t guess how much. And so 
*' * he was rushed to the hospital where the coal oil department 

was taken care of but it was discovered that the ohild aotually 
. had pneumonia, and what with the exoitement of the new baby 
having Just arrived, nobody had noticed the older ohild was 

the usual y magical drugs and after a few days in 
the hospital, the ohild is alright again, and his papa 
dropped by to tell me so. What a pattern of sunshine and 
snadow with the contrasts so oonstant and common plaoe that we 
are bound to take them all as a matter of oourse. 

*• -And M now, momentarily before folding, I want to "think 

^ „ ££ i 0 ?? a little in reference to the Scrapbook. Don't you 

Se-ZctAf-Hfa. be fitting.to have a brief section on Yucca 

_° f Ool °r» using Grandpere, his sCn, his daughter, 

« the Black Swan and Father and Son I am trying to make 
L| „ ffl u.:{j *P ?i nd aB to the handling of these piotures. I could 
iawoU.do - do quite a lot with Grandpere and the BlaokcSwan, of oourse, 

Q 0(tea* anj u*ing lion as the focal point, do quite a bit with the 

t ._ fatber “ d Son itam » sloughing off the daughter and the son 

of Grandpere with a few manufactured sentences of no especial 
point. It seems to me something special should be done about 

fSlfLS 10 ??**! 1 not Bure if th *y ^ould be delt witth not 

v br J- el ° ha Pter as a group, or eaoh given 
a page. Woudn t it be nice knowing what a publisher could and 
. • would do with suohapiotorial and written stuff. But of this 

I shall ponder upon more, and now to fold, and things are so 
pleasant at Arenbourg, what with the birthday and all.... 


Wednesday. August 19th, I960. 


Memorandum: 

The postman brought your elegant letter of Friday this morning. 

It is good to know things are rooking along and I am 
particularly delighted to know that you are busying yourself 
with interior deoorating this week end,'- surely a hot enough 
time for doing nothing at all, - but I know the results will make 
you feel amply Justified In the expenditure of energies required. 

And so, thanks to the presenoe of a oouple of canvases, you will 
automatically move in this general direction, and it is pleasant 
to pioture you thus being prepared for the impending season when, 
a s the weather tapers off from cool to cold, your sanotuazy will 
find you more constantly there and surrouned by little souvenirs that 
will re-oreate a kingdom within the space of your immediate domaine. 

It was kind of you to say you thought the Memo of Bov. 18th, 
1948 to be useable. Naturally I didn't see anything untoward in 
what you said about it. The truth is that it struok me like my 
voioe did once, the first time * ever had it played baok to me from 
a recording. Frankly, my first impulse was to run and hide my head 
under the nearest sofa. The same sensation and impulse struck me 
when 1 read the Memo. Perhaps it could be fixed up a little, some 
things eliminated and a phrase or two added, if we should decide to 
use it to bring the Scrapbook to a dose. 

I have asked Bate Perkins to do her Memories of Melrose at 
.the turn of the 1900's when she came here to teaoh Stephen and J. H. 
A oard from her today states that she will do the thing and asks 

-- —', ~ about how many words she may use. I have responded, saying she oan 

VclUV'^ uw go slap ahead and if the thing runs into too many volumes, we 


oan altays alter the original plan and bring the thing out 
serially Surely "Le Journal d'une femme de oinquante ana" isn't 
extraordinary, but-for a person to remember SO years baok and be able 
to wrfte intelligently about it, well, that must be something 
else again 

The things she will not set down, episodes of those years, would 
be hair-raisers but couldn't very well get into print. But 
tnere will be other pointsi oomensurate with the general continuity 
of the other material being employed, and 1 think this impression 
fresh from the pen of a participant of life at M elrose in those 
years ought to be .engaging. 
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Thursday, August 10th, 1960, 


Memorandum: 

< w 1 WU91* * *W ^ 

‘ V -tr f I. C# J • 

x our grand letters of tke 6th and 8th to hand in 
morning s post, making me twice glad when "the postma 
a couple of times", „ 

To plunge right into the unpleasant things first 
say A oan imagine nothing worse that haring to spend 
on Staten Island, and in suoh a 


. _ . hubbub It's bad enough to 

think of spending suoh a Wenk-ish evening to begin with, but then 
to have such a raft of brats thrown in to boot, - well that takes the 
^ reolcon y° u h a y ® probably been fairly luoky in having seen 
Si^fV 0 ^ 016 than you have during the past few years. 

Certainly it must be a relief not to have to brush into Himalya any m 
often than you do. And that their eldest daughter should have 
insisted on taking over Greenwood is another thing. It's 
astonishing how when a person sets his mind to something, regardless 
of how others may be involved and inoonvenieneed, he odn drive 
slap through without batting an eyelash. I must be dumb for 
not only would I laok suo£ nerve but what is^probably worse, it would 
never oocur to me, supposing I lived in Hew *ork, to suddenly 
head out for flizzleville, Shio, with a view of or to approbating 
somebody s oamp for a vacation, - just regardless. But I suppose 
that s one way to suooess, if success is getting what you want, but 


The stalk of a butterfly lily had grown 8 feet, straight up, at 
the end of the front gallery, nearest the gate. You may reoall 
an elder bush grows there, too. This morning, following a slight 
rain last night, a cluster of butterflies unfolded at the top 
of the stalk whioh just by ohanoe happened to be nesting in 
the midst of four great olusters of blaok-blaok elder berries. 

If not quite so beautiful, it was just as striking in appearanoe as 
the elephant ear business, the waxen white buterfly lily blossoms 
set off in suoh striking contrast with or against and enoiroled and 
entwined by the blaok olusters of the elder berries. Two such 
unique combinations, all in one season, and within 6 feet of eaoh 
other seems almost too much, - a little bit like Ida Mazurette 
getting sympathy for breaking one leg and merely hilaririty 
for breaking the seoond a half hour later. 

• ". _ 

And did I mention the the great Orinoco bananaB on the 
front gallery are beginning to oome iijto flower, huge red 
blossoms that drop off one petal a day to form a tiny banana where 
the petal leaves the stem. It looks as though there might be 
a bumper orop this year, and my boudoir will be gay with strange 
deisgns and shadows when Hovember ooraes and the orop has been 
harvested and hung up to ripen. Mew Orleans people gasp at the 
height of the banana plants whioh are still growing, declaring 
those in the 0 r e 8O ent City never attain suoh ■ stature. I wonder if 
this oan be true, and if so, the reason, for the soil isn't 


for the soil isn't 
unusually fertile along the edge of the gallery, although the plants 
do get water from the ovs .hanging eaves. But oome to think of it, 
so do those along the store, and yet they aren't half so high in 
spite of the greater fertility of the soil, that space once having beei 
a lot for the farm animals. Well, however, it may be, Yucoa 
exudes vegetation this year, and I had better see that the moss doesn't 


and'little ^iss Lydia Lee of Lyme 


start growing on the old Underwood 
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One secretary failing me tonight, I did not get an opportunity 
tp run .through the duplicate pages of the Pilgrim artiole you attached 
to your letter of the 8th. How nioe that you were able to get it 
off to Collier's, and how nioe that you have in mind Header's Digest 
and Pagent as 2nd and 3rd choice. The thing could do quite 
a hit of bounoing about before reaching a deadline for pre¬ 
pilgrimage printing. Off hand it seems to me the : monthly issue is 
set up about 3 months in advanoe, so there should be ample opportunity 
for rejection slip hurddles between now and the hour when the 
presses start turning for January or February publication. 

• 

I reckon the Open Door will be ooming along in a day or so, 
but I g^sp to think of all the work it involved, all the labors on 
the ilgrimage artiole, all the other research you have been doing, 
not to mention “adison Avenue, the C 0 noourse<with a dash of Staten 
Island thrown in for good measure. I pray you not to wear yourself 
out, and under.no oiroumstanoes let anything in the Sorapbook line 
rob you of all your rest and relaxation. Pay no attention if I keep on 
sending stuff when you are already piled high withprevious shipments and 
a billion other things. Let s be sure not to let the thing get you 
worn out, for after all, no book on earth is worth an ounoe of 
strength which you require to maintain your own good health, 

I'm glad you found the Lake letters good 


i'm glad you found the Lake letters good. We oan use them in 
that section tentatively styled j"Letters Miss Cammie Like to Reoeive". 
oj; rather Letters She like to Write". 

in the group that oould go along with Lyle's is the enclosed from 
Raohel Field. I ran through-not quite all of it, and ever so quiokly 
, but it seems to me it is the type both the, Madam and the average 
reader would enjoy. . It seems to me the li'ttle account of Framington, - 
where her people lived, or was it Stookbridge to which she referred 
when describing the town, —that section might be especially appropri¬ 
ate in the Plantation Soarpbook, giving as* it does, a little reminder 
of the appearanoe of things in other seotions of the oountry. 

Unless I missed some phrase or sentenoe as I galloped through 
it, there are, but two plaoes where anything should be eliminated. 

. V 1 C - ' • 0 ‘ 

Firsts the phrase or sentenoe about doctor bills, and I believe that 
oanbe skipped without making any break in continuity. It had 
reference, no doubt, to her sister, a oase of arrested developement raent- 
aal.y. or some such. The other omission might be "typographical, when 
la ‘'lgnan'B name oould be dropped without anyone ever notioing it. 

Your inquiries regarding Hobina's acquaintance with the Diary is 
answered in the letter enclosed. A notation in the Diary, quoting 
the appropriate paragraph might be in order. ..And may I say thanks aged 
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. , Friday, August 11th, 1950. 


Memorandums , , . 

And here auother week has about played out, and where it has 
gone, I wouldn't be able to say. My only regret is that there 
has been sq muoh talk buzzing about my ears, and so little work done 
,on my own hook. 

The postman must hare started off on his rounds today before 
the trains had arrived at Bayou Hatches, for there was no 
1st class mail. That means a pile up for the week end, and 
catching a secretary between Friday night and Monday morning requires 
more luck than skill. , 

z . S o . T ... 0-.;. a. . o . .. . : :> .ft .'olroiL it 

, If I were a bit mqre resourceful, I might start ahafging 
pilgrims a f^e, - every person in each tour being required to read 
me at least one pags before starting out, and then I might be heading 
in the right direction. But even so, the condition in whioh some of 
them arrive convinces me that I probably wouldn't be able to make 
any sense out of what their aloholio voioes had-to uttsr. 

;; bo.io */£•..: d,_JA tto mori asa;A ©av ai • ... ar-s \lo c 

For the first time in ever so long, I had. the good luck to 
stumble on .to a broadcast last night that made good, listening to 
a program that wasn t all boogey-woogey or Bible slapping, it was 
the Mutual system, with Oeoile Brown of Mutual, and one reporter 
each from the i. Times and Herald Tribune interviewing. Mr. 

Wallaoe, late of the Progressive Party. It struok me as being 
oqmpletely unrehearsed and while the former V,ioe President parried 
the blows skillfully, I must say the questions pere pertinent and 
pressing. I believe this ia a new series scheduled for every Thursday 
night., with a different headliner of the week scheduled to be 
interviewed by a .different set of reporters each week. If the 
succeeding programs hold up to the initial standard, the thing 
ought to be refreshing and instructive, as well as entertaining. 

.-v ... oi moos 'nob' I .Aypoav UQ oI*uiO .erns^em bqu , loi al. avoid 3 
I was perfeotly enchanted this afternoon along about first 
dark when my old friend, the mocking bird, nesting in a neighboring 
crepe myrtle, flitted .down to the gallery pavement to have a go at 
the crumby Grandpa had left. Phis is the first time I had seen 
my old friend, and I was afraid he had gone the way of the quail, 
Cardinals, ohimney sweeps and mosquitoes. His re-appearanoe 
makes me wonder if perhaps some of our other feather friends haven't 
od oi i 1 og 31 bim .eldtaJ Jiiylcr no qlxi nie.idwoB sn3 arr; s <;b 

oJ sI1b!i roveii rtoi.iw 3xoaj iu sUlusor oiil , 
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the 


withdrawn rather than foldqd up completely, I hope. But 
if this may he true, it oertainly must have raised hob with their 
domestic arrangements, assuming that this is nesting time. 

One oan't help wondering what most go on in the bird's mind, 
all this ghastly dew business falling from on high in almost 
daily doses. This morning, for instance, at 4j40, there was 
a great roar to the ^orth of Yuooa, and as I glanoe up from the 
gallery, a big ,old death-dealingairplaoe shot slap through 
between the tops of the big peoane trees, and just abofe the 
sundial, leaving a great train of smoke in its wake, as it 
olimbed skyward to miss the Yuooa roof. At 4{40 .these mornings, 
day hasnt really opened all its” blinds, and the dark mass of 
the plane coming out of the shadowy tree tops with suoh a 
roar must have frightened the birds in the bamboo stiff. 

, • 

The plantation has just purchased a new spraying maohine for the 
peoane trees, supposedly able to spray 12 trees a minute, whioh is 
ridioulous, of course, beoause who oould even run to 12 trees in a 
minute, let alone half ting to spray them, but be that as it may, 
the same machine, hauled on a trailer by a tractor, is capable of 
spreading poison over ,ten rows of cotton on a single trip across the 
field, so 1 should imagine .this outfit may eventually give the plane 
a run for its money. 

.TOt. ' ' ' SL ■’ I:, 

The air was heavy with the dust from on high as I marched up the 
road to Arenbourg. We get the benefit of the aerial death smudge 
at Arenbourg, of oourse, and I guess it does no harm, and I must say 
the elimination of insects this year is remarkable, and, - let me 
pause to knock wood, I haven't run into any bses or their hives this 
summer. - . 

Back.at Yuooa, I had pilgrims arrive before ooffeee time, while 
I was in my bath, and I oontinued to be bothered by suooeeding 
groups until after 4 this afternoon. The consequence i*s that I aooomplsh- 
ed little work, but I did do a oouule fo pages on Qlem enoe whioh 
seemed to get going pretty well, from here on, I have only to do a 
little quoting from a oouple of newspapers and that will be that 
section for the Scrapbook, what with a oouple of pictures of her 
thrown in for good meusure. Ouriously enough, I don't seem to have 
a photograph of any of her handiwork, but some friends of the Worsleys 
who were here this summer took one or two shots, and I Shall ask them, - 

now that they have returned to California, - the friends, not the 

Worsleys, if 1 may have a glossy print of one of these, don't you 

, think so. , 

0: -• : !: ,:.eci.r. :u y. .5 \QS> ii0 ,8i. ' 

And now for a quiok tub and to bed. 1 have t^e pictures taken 

during the Southern trip on my night table, and it s going to be 
grand, enjoying the results of your handiwork whioh never fails to 
delight me...... 


arc* 
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Memorandumi 


Sunday, August 13th, 1960. 

:ei :a b, .. ,LU ui iL\ ,ea 
•; OTO .. Ofitt oO ol i meui 

. I o V . a: >» 

S xo jllifl S .-.I ouayoo - .booiiio* 


m 


t r 


ill 


* The weekoend has been awfully fcarm and for no apprant reason, 
I seem to have the sniffles. 


xai 


xro 



2- . 

Saturday's post was light. The enclosures aren't of any 
speoial interest. *In oontrast to his earlier one, this letter from 
Little King sdems to indicate quite an advance in his literary 
ladder. X tucked a oouple of niokles for stamps in my last letter 
to him, bringing forth this somewhat astonishing reference to 
"finance". 


:.o. 


lit: 
. Olf 


I made a listing of the'books the Madam read during her last 
year at Melrose. I think they should be shuffled around a little 
so the variation may he a little more striking. Whatever you think 
you be an interesting arrangement will suit me to a T. You 
will note I jotted down a sentence at the head of the page, but 
this was merely to indioate the nature of the list, as opposed 
to another X had just partially jotted down, covering certain 
scrapbook titles. X shall append to the list a suggest for 
the paragraph heading the list. To keep the volume as 
scrapbook-ish as possible, it seems to me the.paragraph or tWS. 
sufficient, for if people care to read the thing at all* it? 
will be^ for the list., .... 1 , 

*■ While it occurs to me, let me respond to your inquiry about 
the old log cabin, and whethef it should be eliminated from the 
Diary. I don't thizlk so *b£f must seem paradoxical sinoe 1 1 j 
recommended that reference to it in Rudolph's srtiole be omitted, and 
then proceed to leave it in in the »i%ry. Off hahd, it seemed to 
me that in Rudolph's letter .the item appeared too prominent, and 
somehow suggested thata soaroity of buildings in this area impelled 
its Importation from BaVajo Plantation up near Grand Boors, The 
way the matter was referred to in the Diary, however, didn't seem 
to imply quite the same thing, - henoe the seeming paradox., 


>rjemo 


;nfli 


X value these inquiries so much for it greatly assists me 
in keeping matters more olearly in mind, sinoe it is impossible 
for me' to re'-oheok on them, save by jfoux references now and then, 
and I hope you Will always continue to mention them as they 
oome to mind. A n ■: oj.4 4 ; 

Sunday was pleasantly free from pilgrims, thank heavens. J. H. 
went to’WloUis yesterday and so I dined with Celeste, M a dam Regard, 
the two grandchildren and Pat, and we really had a gay dinner. 
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Monday, August 14th, 1960 


Memorandum; 

How nioe, what with the postman ldsgoxging all sorts of 
mail today, and while I haven't done much about any of it, save 
your two letters with all the evidence of your nobility and handiwork, 
still, I find myself avidly awaiting the next go-round as usual. 

The Open Door oame through safely, too, but I haven't opened 
it tonight, saving'it until the morrow. Both seoretaries-Were 
in town'doing work for Dan, and in oonsequenoe thereof, one never 
did show up and Brew seemed weary with well doing on bis 
arrival, so D forced myself to be content with reading your two 
letters and the one from %. Steaxn (Stern, I guess), and 
will hold the other things, including the Door until the middle 
of the month, which, to my astonishment, seems to be but a few hours 
away. , 

And may I tell you how floored I, am by all the valuable things 
you had to cover in your letters and all the grand tranEoriptions. 

1 ran through nearly all of the latter and find them excellent. 

And*thanks no end for having adjusted the Budolph article, which 
looks grand, and you were so thoughtful to put in the word "formerly 
in front of the S. B. Smith titl* of yester year. 

And how noble of you, too, to think of Ora and ter send the 
special notw. I shall pass it along to her in a day or so, saying it 
is from one of her secret admirers from afar. 

. 

I am so glad to have such a comprehensive aooount of the 
volume on Spanish Dboumen a up to 1781. And it was so good of 
you to mention so many interesting things* The presence of but two 
mills in Louisiana at that period is an arresting baot, - Opalousas and 
Hatohitoohes, and parenthetically, I sqi surprised I oan spell the 
latter, for both of them are pretty nebular in my mind so far as 
their appearance in priAt may look* 

® l! ' ‘ t fJ{J ap s jjhioi) odw .U • 

Did I mention reoently that a geologist passing this way the 
other day was entranoe'd at finding the old mill stone forming St. 
-Giggin's Fountain's base, 'He fs returning for further study of it, 
.thinking it to be a g conglomerate stone found in but one locality 
where the Southern Apis dive abrputly into the Medeterrenean. I 


I'm glad I din't have to go to the Band oamp today, for they 

must have had a posse, all in all. And after dinner, they 

all, or some of them, went to Cognac where a baptising ctf £0 or 

30 oonverts has held along Cane Biver. On their return to 

this neighborhood, - Gognao is 8 miles or so toward Montgomery, some 
of them stopped by to see me, - Dr, Band and Ed, the Boltons, 
the Bradfords (no kin to Boark) , and so on. 


the BradfordB (no kin to Boark) 

They wore naturally tired out after so muoh boating, baptising 


and touring, and our oonver ation*wasn't muoju Dr, Band 
did have something amusing to tell about the oook, however, — 

He said she oame to work a while back, dressed up like Easter 
and Mrs. Band asked her the oocasion. The oook explained she 
"was a-fixin" to get married in the afternoon, Blythe"asked 
her to whom,- She replied oasually. 


to the papa of us-es little girl 


Surely it musthave in inspirational that Dr. Band brought 
me a quart of Four Boses. My head feels so stuffy, I think I shall 
drap a portion of the same about my tongue when I fold up my beard 
tonight. After all,'I dn't want to feel too stuffy tomorrow when 
a hundred or two oolored teachers are scheduled *f or an 
afternoon tour. This is usualy the tour I like best during the 
whole year, and I certainly don't want'to disappoint the ebony 
pilgrims# 

And speaking of whiskey, I wonder if you ever chanced to stumble 
over an item, non-aloholio, oalled Toddy. It seems to be a ohoaolate 
malted milk and comes in a tin oan, a 'little bigger around than a 
silver dollar and perhaps 6 or 7 inohes high. A year or so 
ago, somebody passing this way left some oraokers and things, all * 
in tin cans, and this particular item somehow got lost in the general 
shuffle. I was throwing out trash the other day and pitohed the 
Toddy into the trash burner, but rescued it by what impulse I know not 
1 tried it the other day and it is grand, just about one good big 
glass .full in a oan, I mention it, thinking you might hesitate 
momen arily ,as you survey the shelves in your favorite grooery 
store ? and your doubts may disolOVe as to its goodness, for it 
really is good. While I was drinking it, my thoughts were somehow 
oiroling about the newly deoorated boudoir and I found myself 
thinking how muoh you,- t>oo, might enjoy the same beverage, 
chilled out of the ioe box, on these warm nights. 

But the hour and the page converge on the time for folding 
and ao I shall grab at one of the Four Boses and leap.,.,. 
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EBBume th* on. mentioned in the 1774, - was it, - report had to 

t0Wn probably « Wouldl1 1 it be odd if it turned 
out that the Yuoca one was in existence then, and is one of the 
two meqtione^. It is my understanding that the plantations 

T a W0re OpQ “ 0d up wel1 before those in the Bermuda and 
flatchitoohes area, and if wheat was being attempted in this 

tS suggest*, before Indi6 ° 18 mentioned, it is quite 

ave bee ? 8i ! uat6d in the grain producing 
area whioh would be Yucca, no doubt. If thev vAm 4 inrnnvtiv,» ITr _ 

from Franoe in the kernel then tSe*min SdJuSSdiy wSldSaw il.n 
in town where the boats would discharge their ifaported raw. I 

for^this & was°a tSi£t°g?^™%S Mn °* ° f i ndi6 ° “ d ‘ th * attemnt at wheat, 
realised befool * * 8 ^ Tobaoo ° edge on Indigo whioh 1 hadn't 

it ’ mention sounds fine. I think I don't know 

p '• rlQ nd Postell says he has a Prudhomme inveotdry. - a Jean Bautist 

J b0lieT !» “ d may ba ™ a Metoyer one. l&tuxally J£ P 

I^in't beliave^A^n ** neaX h0me aB POBSj^ble, but 

1 don t believe the looal one should be used if another gives a 

more.eompiete or interesting picture of what was what in®those 

an error In'll 1 ask you lf 1 hav ®n't been making 
m error in referring to the letter of suohaexoellenoe as from 

thfi J 6n of 8,11111 » for somewhere way back in my’memory comes 

the name of Aunt Hopne, pronounced around here as "Aunt WhooL" 
tha Witoohes lore volume or fveHyb^s Sid* 
Louisiana may have some confirming data on this point. 

ha Y e be0n having a little pleasant weather, oomparativelv 
mild for raid summer Manhattan, and I am stf gladfor it ?eallv 

pt 9 ^-fhl 0 S H° h a breathin € spell in town where it never oools off 
tinned* srM ???*"* J 01111111 ! 16 to ^i 1 ir * the day time. I oon- 

»“frF ^ ri the 

stuffed InZ JEftt K.VTii^.ilc" “ *" 1 ° T " 

. 4 I accomplished littie or nothing today, but perhaps that 

is just as well under the oiroumstances for I didn't feel mnah 

tirass^hat^dorl t & ,«\t 

from L a it ®v,o < „ a~ 7Z 6 Zv * yea f» was here with some gentleman 
h ? is doi ?« a ting on the Free flegro of the *nte 
fiellum Houth, and naturally was entranced. I also took n?#r 
colored hosts from Grambling GoIIao-a on/ni. 9 took over the 

all around as they „„ tS*l2at^Si 
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Tuesday, August 16th, 1960. 


Hemorand mj * 

What an unexpected plaisir to reoeive your grand letter in today's 
post together with the translation of Madam Maroo s epistle. 
That’you 8 were able to wrory through that is a miraole and my secretary 
remarked he didn't see how it was humanly possible. 

What with all the grand items in yesterday's post, I didn't 
expect to reoeive another so soon, and so the surprise was oomplete. 

Isn't it a-pity that so many of Miss Uellie's friends appear to 
be having such a hard time. Perhaps misery loves oompany as the old 
adage deolares, but when writing to her I believe in keeping the 
popular inscription of many an old sun dial to the fores 


* - ., j. * 

"Others be-speak the clouds and showers, f 
1 <reoord the sunny hours." 


But '1 ^record the sunny hours. 

The Lord knows both lire. Moor* and Mary Rhodes must be supporting 
a heavv yoke but so is M a dam Brandon, and before I fold up my beard 
tonight, I am bound to write her a line or two that wont be too 
depressing I hope. 

I smiled to myself as her own depressed mood crashed through 
the line wherein she discovered that there might even be 80m ® bb1 ^ 
wrong with having butterfly lilies In such abundance. But perhaps 
she^oesn't like perfume. For me the fragranoe of their lo.vely flowers 
and such things as your Fortunis are never too intense f0 * m J» t 

it is difficult for me to pioture anyone having too many of them about. 

I'll send along Mrs. ^assay's letter whioh oame in today's 
post.-too. Did I mention before that she puts me in mind of the 
Madam a little, about the same age, I fanoy and of the same 
school but withal a oitiaen of the world. Her letter is kind but I 
don’t need her statue. Sooner or later I shall aogXe a bit more 
for-that unique old Metoyer Station of the Oross, still b8X %° n 
river, and'that will go ever so muoh more smoothly with the Chapel 

than a Waco Virgin, don't you think. 

X dado rq one olltt® 1 - J oaqi mind oxo* aaso • sewuww 

I*m so glad you mentioned your satisfaction with your new 
interior arrangements. Isn't it grand to have L. J. to oomprehend 
their full import, and in a way, I think it rather nioe no one else 
subscribes, for somehow that makes everything about it the more 
personal and satisfying. Bveryonoe in a jhile is somebody taotfully 
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pointing out to me that none are so blind as those who will not see, 
and how often do I mutter in my beard how perfeotly true is that 
statement and how luoky are we who don't have to lead the head¬ 
strong* blind' who are simply determined-not to glanoe at a perspeoitve 
on Paradise if it were suddenly made available, and heavne knows 
vestiges of Eden still linger on, primarily because of the 
handiwork, of people like little Miss Lydia Les. 

I haven't felt muoh like gardening today, although my sniffles an 
bark are deoidedly on the way out. Instead I did some tidying up 
here and there and among other things found what is probably 
a quite old Louisiana flistorioal Society Journal whioh I shall 
put in the mail, End olass, with this note. Just how you could 
ppssibiky find time to glanoe at the Contents listing, I can't 
imagine, but I'm sending it along regardless, hoping against hope that 
you will drop labors in the direotion of the Scrapbook long enough 
to relax a little every onoe in a frequent while. 


Memorandum:, 


Here is just an idea, - and what do you think.... ’ 

"Grandpere, Savaged and Restored" 

“ • • *■ C v v 0 ■ 

or some suoh title to aooompany two photographs of the portrait, 
the one enolosed and the other' of oontemporary taking. 

c - ■ 0 - w ( - * 

I stumbled over this snapshot today. It's a little 
elusive, perhaps, but they tell me that even in its present faded 
condition, one oan readily deteot some of the depredations 
oommitted by the Yankee soldiers who mutilated it when passing 
Melrose on their .way from Natchitoches to Alexandria. 

To your bright .eyes, do the slashes and hdles in the pioture 
seem obvious.- And do you think that if, for purpdses of illustration 
for the Sorapbook, the snapshot were enlarged, these would be doubly 
apparent, and particularly so when contrasted by an accompanying 
photograph, similar, say, to the one that appeared in the Picayune 
artiole in 1949. • * 


rao, wno nas always honored me with his confidence, imparted another 
item yesterday. His mother, Eugenia, has re-married, this time a 
m ^ n ,1* OH who has been living during the past two years in, — 
of all plaoes, —Venzuela. Pat says they haven't decided, - the newly 
weds, if they will return there or *ill take up their residence in 
Houston, --also of all plaoes, what with papa's Joe living but 40 miles 
from that Texas oity. The Houston move at least ought to make it 
more convenient for Pat to make a round when heading out to pay 
his annual respects to both parents. It seems to me he got pretty 
muoh cheated out of parents in childhood.' Pertfaps that is why he seems 
to find ^elrose about the only home he has ever known and why he 

is so considerate of me. Instinctively I thought of Pat when 

tbfl We fJi h 1 r ? 1 ^ St time * We were S° in S t0 supper one night, and 

the little g*irl Joined me on the briok walk on the way to the big 

house. Grasping my hand as we walked along she inquired quite oandidly 

"Are you really my uncle even though they say you aren't because you 
seem more like my uncle than the .others." ^ 

Now that's a hard nut to oraok and still step on nobody's toes. 

J mentio ? that Shreveport was calling Sister yesterday 

haven't; Rin™ lr °i+*< 1 8 i ad J° ?f* r we hatt 808n nothing of her and 
haven t sinoe. It is my understanding that her mother-in-law is in 

Perha P® ehe w111 attempt one of thoke dath-bed 
II I! I 1 !! 011 things whioh always seemed bo dramatic and probably 
worked a heap more harm than drama before their influenoe was finished. 

i Th ° l ittle moon has long sinoe slid behind the Montrose hills 

2?; * fl* “ wlth a *•» letters before I myself do some sUding ’ 
first over to 0 ]roni f o .1 ^®• 


And when the snapshot, if worth it, is enlarged, do you 
think the illustration would be more srtriking if the entire 
snapshot is shown or, by outting around the edges, merely reproduce 
the section of the pioture within the frame. 

It seems to me that we oould put in some extra data about 
Grandpere (1) and the Painter )£)'in thus using both reproductions. 

The part afcout Grandpere, —both reproductions appearing in the 
seotions on Yucca Portrait s loould deal primarily with his 
antecedents and barrer, while the mutilated portrait oould, for by line 
strews the history of the pioture, quoting from the Landsford letter 
about the artist, and brief mention of the hostory of the oanvas 
and how the Madam.aoquired it, had the smaller likeness painted to 
suit Madame Aubin Roque's fancy, and the restoration of the 
original and its installation in the house, Yuooa, where 
Grandpere was born. 

n *' ; 1 r w ... t * 

All this is an idea whioh 1 leave it to you to decide. 

In making your decision, of oourse, you will find the determining 
faotqr to be whether the mutilations will appear sufficiently clear 
in the enlarged form to make it interesting. So muoh for 
the use of the thing. Personally, I think it would be a good 
idea of have two or three glossy pictures made any way, - for your 
oopy of the Sorapbook, and so on, letting me have the bill whenever 
convenient to yourself. 
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■Of the enclosures, 'you will find Dor's hilarious and 
Robina’s informative. I oannot agree with the latter on one minor 
point, elimination of the names of the singers. Sven, as she 
points out, they all may be dead and gone by now, : I like to read 
the names of plantation people and having known other people who 
did, too, I don't think Robina'a. indifferenoe to them is universal. 

But I* shall not touoh on that sub'jeot when I write her and we oan 
easily slip them baok into the soript if we please. In transcribing 
some of the old Hatohea diaries and day books, how well do I remember 
how much more vibrant the whole volume used to seem when the names of 
the oolored people appeared, —and how delighted I was when I ran 
across* a name of Hnmkx "Honse shoe Fanny", a ohioken minder 
who was always getting herself put in the stooks. 


be 


In a separate envelope I am sending a rougfct pketeh of what seems 
sufficient to oover Glemenoe’s ease. I have called her Clementine 
throughout beoause the Item oarried it thus. The snapshot 
enolosed with the artiole is by Helen Baldwin. Although small in its 
present state, it seems to me it is.good. What do you think. There 
are others, - one outside her oabin^ one, one olose-up and so on* Some 
people who were here 'with the Worsleys too^ a poiture ctf the painting 
on wood in the'Theodore Rousseau manner, and threatened to me send 
a glossy print of it. It would be nioe Ijo have a,full page reproduction 
of her handiwork, I should think, tfe shall ponder the matter and 
see what othere beoome available, after which I shall send same 
along. The one enolosed in the artiole in the accompanying envelope 
is the only one I haVe, - that is.' * have but this single print, al¬ 
though if we should misplaoe it, I have ^io doht we could worry 
Helen into printing us another, if she could ever find the ori ginal 
film, * 


, r r * . . :x x, f.v i *- ©•* • J. 

And in the same mail, - I am sending a scrapbook about 
Meliaae. I wanted your opinion aa. to its'oontenia. It oertainly 
has a heap of stuff in it. The array of quilts seems impressive, 
but will and should we plan on putting, them in the Scrapbook. They 
are manifold in design and do represent a heap of the Madam’s labor 
in the needle and thread department. And thpn there axe other 
pictures, and a heap of papers and things. You will notice 
one somewhat hilarious sketch oi Madame Aubin Roque by Lyle 

I suppose this paokage may reach you about a week from today, 
and when it reaohes you, as it contains nothing else save stuff 
entered by the Madam, you will feel quite free to let it stay in 
its container until such time aa the .decks are olear, - if ever, and 
you have a moment for such'browsing, if that be possible. 

I hope you wfll take weeks to consider if any of the stuff should 
be used, and what. Please don't Jump into it, for there is no 
ruBh -about returning the same before months have elapsed. Forgive 
all this ohatter, please and I’ll try tp do differently next time....,, 


v ' > ■' « >■ « 

«. Thursday, August 17th, 1960. 

. no as 


MemornauMmt 

_ I — , ‘ f * f 1 J ii'* iU OJ 

- .This is going to be a hodge-podge lertterr because I shall 
, leap from thought to .thought -as it oomes to mind, relative to 
details qonaerning the Sorapbook, as -they were mentioned in your 
perfectly grand, letter of Sunday which reaohed me today. 

K • ' « 

And what a grand letter...and so many words expressing 

thoughts, so identical to my own that it almost seemed as though 
something I had written was being read baok to me. Really 
monumental was early June. 

Frist off, in response to your inquiry regarding the keeping 
of the Lake-Gustine letters in separate categories or in separate 
groups, in order to avoid questions of time, ohronolgy*, etc. 

Q _ /y. X »- -« - - - U .* • . * • ' 

We axe so lacking in good letters written by the Madam that 
I had even thought we might dump all the Lake ones, - that is, 
the letters the Madam wrote to Lady Lake, under a heading that 
wo'uld suggest these letter were typical and many of those written 
to la Lake were offered for the readers’ eonsideration, somehow 
contriving to let the reader suppose that since some or them did 
not aotually oall her by name in the salutation, one might assume 
they were to different people. There are so many letters from 
other people, written to the Madam, that if we aren’t careful, 
we. shall greatly overbalance those written by those reoeived. 

Oome Ito think of it, I don’t see that this matters much. Off 
hand, without giving it much thought, I supposed we migfct do a 
correspondence ^eotion, with a little paragraph remarking the 
Madam's propensity for letter writing, stat# the primary and secondary 
reasons, - her interest and affeotion for people, and her desire 
to keep in touoh with what went on in the world of interesting 
people. Then, merely state that here are some samples of 

"Letters Miss Oammie Was Want to Write" 

and jOT^ea? no 

"Letters Miss Oammie Like to Reoeivo.” 

"tl-iS 0i t®** 0* ® ** .8JXS3 

It seemed to me that if identifying the people were required, 
it might be done by a footnote and not by a lot of talk before 
the letters were set forth, one slap after another. What do tou think 
of all tbis. ... 

The remark about Mi B8 Sally's religion ought to stand, I think. 


i 
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The matter of the gambling official whose wife set aside his 
winnings to effeot a divoroe should be kept, but, as these people 
are still subjeots of scandal, it might be as wall to substitute 
•for the word "Cloutierville" some suoh phrase as "in a nearby town" 
or "in a neighboring community ** on Cane River". That would 
certainly let out any ohanoe of a legal protest. 


ffriday, August 18th, 1960. 








As to la Justine's numbering of the “adarn's sons, they aotually 
were Stephen, J. H., Payne,-Issao, Joe, Robert and Dan, - and 
f-co about in that order, I believe. Isaaa, named for Isaac Erwin, the Mada i 
' grandfather, of oourse, died of influenza in 1918, the same year 
the Madam's husband died. Robert, I believe, is still living 
in the Asylum at Pineville, la,, having been physically and mentally 
deformed at birth,. His name, jw^s omitted in all the %dam's obituary 
notices, although still alive. He must be about 40. Parenthetically, 
the mere reading of the names as enumerated above gives one pause to 
oonsider the tempermental instability characterizing the progression. 

h „You inquire about la Gustine’s reference'to a proposed book. 

Lad . She wrote it. It was the same format as "Natehitoohes Lore" 
but thioker. It'had a splendid assortment of photographs. Perhaps, 
the latter appealed to somebody, either in Shreveport or Texas 
although that seems unlikely. Still I was unable to locate it 
' in the big house immediately following November 18th, 1948. 

I oontinue to keep it in mind and perahps I shall discover it some 
day but I doubt it, as several people have given me a hand in the 
matter, people like Dr, *and, and thus far, the searoh has brought 
forth nothing. 

t . 

I marvel at your remarkable oapaotiy to re-create Lyle's 

* letters from the entries made in your little black book, - and 

• after all these years. His style ! was so t urilike the run-of-the-mill 
^compositions that being able to set them down in one set of 

symbols and then, after such a long interval, being able to 
re-oapture them, represents something filling me with wonder 
ana admiration. He always let too mnay months or years elapse between 
letters, but 1 when he did get around to put pen to paper it 
must be admitted he turned out something uuique. . * 

And passing from the sublime to the ridiculous, I am enclosing 
a letter you were kind enough to share with me. I reckon it isn't 
of muoh moment, but I should have sent it back ages ago. And while 
on the subject of the writer of said letter, I might say that during 
her visit here a few weeks ago, no one made any mention of your 
presenoe in these parts. It T s so easy to skip information when 
listening to those whose mind is forever busy onmafcing itself the 
storm oenter of every old oult-landish harum-scarum whim that 
Jitters about in the mind like Mexican Jumping beans, - and 

hUS 1 ? t£ St a $° Ut 5? faX * i* supper tonight, J. .H, S aid he had 
? 8 ° m Report, but if the mother-in-law of Sister 

out or aaDt th9 rlght per80n t0 ta00l£ her 


Memorandum! * ' . 

^our grand letter of Monday, enolosin the fcrsley trans¬ 
cription, arrived in this morning’s post. Also oame with it the 
fat envelope containing the Cane River’s Children of Strangers, 

May I pin still another oak leal with clusters on you for all 
your nobility and industry. When I merely contemplate what it means 
merely to dig up suoh items, so long buried in the past, I blush 

with embarrassment a* the thought of just searching for the thing involves 

'* 3 » /• 'S 0.. • ■ . v* ■» % 

I have not opened the fat envelope or any of the. letters coming 
to hand except yours of Monday, - what with a orowded day and 
only a few moments with the secretaries, all of whom with the 
rest of the river for miles are up on the Jojreous Coast, having 
a frolic at "So-say-shun . ^ . 

O -s 10 ■ 

Is't it wonderful how the Diary seems to dovetail with some 
of the other points we contemplate using, and I was particularly 
struck by this phenomenon in the seotion you quoted from it in 
i , r./today’s letter. Sometimes the conoept of the Scrapbook tends to 
' grow dim as gjj itQm of interest; and especially at times when 
too muoh oonoentration on other things makes "book-writing" peem 

•- >so secondary in importance. Then, at other times, when things are 

better in balance and letters such as youfs arriving today, reaoh me, 
and then a r e-examination "of the project looks not so bad. 

Yours of today Was so important, for it was a breath of 
fresh air at the close of a day wherein atmopshere and people alike 
made it among the stuffier I oan recall. 

At Arenbourg early this morning I got things going in the 
right direction, but once baok home an Alexandria telephone 
from M rs . Hoi Oman, asking if she might see mq tended to ge.t things 
liad o,ut in the wrong direction. 

:0 .".01 ' efc ; ° “ ‘ ~ *. n 10 . Oifi I” 

Just as I put the receiver baok on the phone, a pair of arms 
' t s shads eoriid 

enoiroled my neok. It was flister. She and hei noisey pffspring had 
arrived quite unannounced after spending' several days with her uncle 
in Hew Roads.- That Wurtelle widow, by the way. has remartied and oon/ 


tines to live on her plantation in the 


■■vi 

Road 


s area. 


Sister said the Wenks had called her on Monday, asking her 
to retun immediately to Shreveport, what with the grievous condition 
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her mother-in-law was in, but 
dreaming of cutting short her 
poor exouse as that, 

1 told Sister I would be 
oiroumstances, inclined to pe: 
dilly-dallying around here fo' 
particularly noisey dinner, S ] 


Sunday, August 20th, 1960 


Memorandum: 

Such a strange week, end, with only the continued sniffles 
and bark to oonvinoe me the pattern remains the same even though 
the details seem so odd, < 

Take for example, the oase of Madam hake of Fort Worth whose 
letter, arriving in Saturday's post, will go forward to you in the 
same post with this, I responded with' a line of condolence on 
Saturday afternoon, sending the letter to town by Eugene to 
mail it from "atchitoches. 

Picture my surprise when a servant brought me a message from 
the big house at noon today, saying two lady friends of mine were t 

It was Madam hake and her sister. 


to ?esi°L 0ng f ° r ? ing the head of tSfSe W&nt 
. • 

was “av; t o4°?o 8 4sf“o!omS 0rt i y f Sa & 

:n.g arsre »rS jS£F”-“ 

vacation in the-Paducah king .P lans to spend ne3 

he termed n Goin*%ro^ha? f* ** a S ea to 8 ethar I reckor 
in June". 8 m bad to worse » - Melrose in 4 ay ar 


there awaiting to see me 

I had already penned her a second letter to follow the one of 
condolence, taking up the matter of the use of her letters. I 
was glad of this personal contact to accomplish the thing. She 
said when writing to me she had felt some people might feel 
she was seeking publicity by permitting the use of the letters but 
when .h pointed out to her that by permitting them to be printed she 
wa§ making a distinot contribution 'to the portrait of the m adarn we 
are trying c to create, she readily saw the light and, her sister 
conouring, said she. would leave it entirely to me to use any part 
or all of them and their -entire oontents if 1 felt they would in 
. any way help. It was nice to settle that point so promptly 
and to our own satisfaction. 

But returning to Saturday's post, let me say how enchanted I 
was to have your grand letter and to take a quick glanoe at the 
swell job of Gane River s Children of Strangers,• Your 
spelling of "lie" in the Brevelle business shows your oharaoteris 
thoughtfulness and-eurdition. That seems to be one of those words 
which is, forever' getting spelled in two different ways, and I 
have no dpubt that Father Baumgartner s spelling is correot. After 
all h© hailed from Zurich, Switzerland, where his family still 
lives, and x reckon old Zurich is as likely to spell Louisiana 
names in their original fashion if any one might, what with 




ffe** Holloman read me a'oop 

?f 8 Irta?J? 9St ; lt was * tthbolie 
if additional artioles ootfld be 

people of color, her - 

raoial animosity existing in the 

and negro and how suitable this 

Imagine, fhere was one line tha 

m L n ^L qa i t6 ™ a *P 9a tedly made ifs appa. 

in^frmvF S a plo i ure of Eranoois Mignon 
in front of a portrait of a'- - 

three shades, white 


a letter just posted to the 
y bad. They had asked her 
VQci -- i© d from this area about 

a det &iled outline of the 
°ane River country between mulatto 
a be for articles for the Digest, 
rtioularly impressed me, for 
appearanoe as from out of nowhere. 
-*£«««» his arms around a negro, standing 
mil«tt ft Hite planter with his mulatto son, the ^ 
q i • ™ la «° and blaok, making a verv ntrUMno- 

bj r ail this h e?an°th dit S rS ° f th ® ijegr ° Di g 0 st^ust 
mindSfc *!iit identit y “*y be a little 
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spelling being toward the last of the printed word I lingered over 
stuck in my mind. 

And may I say ho y glad I am you had the good luck to hear a 
8ufnpo8iu5n onf Tolstoy s War arid Peaoe, I should so much have enjo 
sitting in on that one with you. Every time I hear the name menti' 
these days, 1 laugh to myself, 
asked Br. Butli 
Brothers Karamazov 


Monday, August £lst, I960 


. recalling that a year or so ago I 
er for an opinion on one or two points on iiostievski's 
—;7, and he responded by a few bangs at War and peace. 

Personally I think the book too long in the War part. Tolsoty 
seemed to go at the military aspects of the ^apoleonio fiasco in 
Hussia with as much detail as Sir Walter Soott went into particulars 
about a orusader s trappings, - jmd the whole business bores me. But 
in the Peace part, iolstoy really glows, for he had that same gift 
that little ^aroel was to demonstrate so much more exhaustively later 
and when the novelist Tolstoy sticks to the boudofr and salon he 
is grand, I think, and duller than d*sh water when he flounders 
out of the novelist olass into the military camp. 

The letteer from ^iss Aeliie is much like her old self. Poor 
dear, she is certainly having more than her share of things to contend 
with. I hope she maintains her determination to head back for 
Natchez this autumn. Years ago the oonstant social buzz in 
Atlanta used to wear her out. It must be even worse now that she 
is older and has more handicaps. If she can just find herself an 
apartment in ^atohez where she oan dose her door at willand be 
alone as much as she pleases, I shall be the happier for her. 

•j.. J a SQ atenoe about/ary and her bitterness, ..it is interesting 
5 tis S 4 t® lliQ p refers to ary s employer as "that Jew". *or "that Jew" 
is *ilfred <*uisenberg,~or however the name is spelled, and a 
brother of Dr. Ered, Virginia ^oore'.s husband, who performed the jm 
eye Operation on “rs. Brandon gratis. "That,Jew", by the way, has 
courted Amanda Phipps for years, ^iss "ellie s fziend -manda who 


Memorandum: 

Alright, and just to be different, don't you think, we ought 
to talk scrapbook a little. » 

In the same post with this Memo, I am sending 'a few letters 
which may be of use to us. I haven't read' but a portion of two of them. 
I am not sure we would want to use any of the Anne Parrish one, but 
if we should, we might omit the reference to me, - for certain, - and 
1 leave it to you if we should or should not mention Josiah* If 
you think the letter of sufficient interest, - it will be soant at best 
I might send* a transcript of the same, with the omissions you deem best 
removed, after which 1 shall send it to Goergetown, asking the lady 


I think, you will agree with me that'the appearanoe of the 
pages from Eddy Suydam are as artistio in their way as are h 
sketches, I read but one paragraph of a single page wherein h 
ated the names of a few writers he had hoped to visit but had 
to delay the go-round. I thought this might be a pleasant fla 
know nothing about the balanoe of the letter. 

As for -the others, I have read a line 
8 mething of interest. 

Please don't feel rushed about any of this stuff, and feel free 
to keep it :just-as long as you please for there is not rush at all about 
.returning them, - this year or next, will be all the same. 

II he two 1864 letters in Frenoh are both traBlated, I believe. 
Perhaps we may use them in oonneotion with a page about General 
Banks Cane Biver march. I haven't definitely established the exaot 
oiroumstanoes proceeding the writing of these letters, lfhe 

family name is- that of mulatto planters here abouts. I take it 
this man and the others he mentions, were impressed by the 
Yankees and put to work in a -aamp in the Alexandria neighborhood. 

Hie hilarious reference to the negro suggests his dislike of them, 
and the fact that they are not among the laborers, pre-supposes it 
must have, been these planters*that were set to wrrk by their 
captors.— Looal mulattoes had signed legal documents, setting forth 
to the Confederate powers*prior to the advent of the Yankees, that 
their grandmother, Agnes M e toyer, wife of Grandpere, had been a slave, ai 
as they were her descendants, - offsprings of a slave, were not liabel 
to military servioe. The tone of the letters, dislike of their aitimtim 


but trust they may hold 
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obvious homesiokness and recommendations regarding the oare of t 
animals and little ducks and their love for the family give a gl 
one seldom runs across in the usual papers of the period. If I 
succeed in determining for certain that they were mulatto penned 
shall stress that point, of oourse, but if not, I shall contrive 
sentence that will enable the reader to guess for himself if the 
conoern white or oolored people. ' 

nviQ a Th ®. le J ter 4 ! ro ?J Nina soing forward in this letter or an aoc. 
one speaks for itself. You notice I continue to exoeil as a man 
even if she finds I. put ^lrose on two sides of the river. I ha^ 
done her a most speoial *e-draft, checking the same with Pat and 
Eugene to be sure my buildings are bn the proper sides of the rei 
rivers and, for good measure, have even added an Indian mound fo: 

r tu ^. ly d0es stand West 

of little mid way between St. “ary s and St. Augustine's Churchei 

v Ring's letter seems sufficiently brie*. The word vot 

h n ve difficulty with is supposed to be "item". I told him he mi# 
continue to do as formerly while in civilian-life - feel cult? « 

T n wmii i ? e n t ^ S M OU ? 0 + ? S ar ?®P° 8itor y f0 * any unspent oash/and tl 
I would open his letters before the secretary arrived alwavs so 

no one locally would know about the contents, and'he ooul^alwSe 
to dollars as "items". I notice he thereupoA referld to the stS 

;:iri s.iii'ii SMr * 88 ,uite oi9aiir that <— 
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Tuesday, August 22nd, 1950. 


Memorandums < 

, Your- grand letter of Thursday, so< delightful and «o full 

• of, news, I find my spirit® sailing high even though the 

physioal self oontinues sort of droopy. Tomorrow the Rands are 
< suppoeed to;come this way, Thursday will be Knipmeyer, of course, 
and any old day might be Worsley Day, should the meandering 
course of my oold keep going. Frankly I doubt df this thing which 
seems to me making the rounds in this area is much of a cold but 
probably one of those periodio ofrms of influenta, for while the 
sniffle and bark sections suggest a cold the enervation doesn't 
, remain seated in the head or throat but seems to spread equally all 

, through the system, and, to ljote an old plantation mistress, 

, "I ain't worth the killin'." 

Because of all the hqrly-burly aneL do-nothing-ness of the 
past week or two, ^ haven t lifted my copies of Life from my desk 
where I have them awaiting a once over, and accordingly I am ever 
so indebted to you for mentioning the artioles you did, for I had 
heard of none of them, nor of Elsie de w ollf's death. I shall 
look with considerable interest at the artioles, for some of the 
. people I remember and of oourse the Haailles-Maintenon business 
is particularly up in front in my interests. The-flight of 
time blots*'out many of the finer geneologioal points from my 
memory but enough of the original framework remains in my memory 
. to reoall Mme. de ^aintenon's bequest of her estafcte to her kin follfc, 
the Noailles, and how young LaFayette married into the family and 
so on and so forth. It,is heartening to know,«- as I had wondered 
from time to time, that Maintenon, the estate, appears to have oome 

.through the last war intact, 

» 

And so old South Amerioa is again a-stir. Heavenly day, what 
a flock of road-runners that t^ibe tured out to be. Let us both 
hold the thought that you may not be honored before they all get 
within ear-shot of the sohool bell and that each suooeeding 
vacation period for them doesn-'t spell out a visitation by them on 
you. , - 

The mention of Watkins Glenn, of course, brought up a lot of 
things in my memory, - the mention of it in A Olouded Star, the 
visit through the u lenn M x, Belle and I made along about 1936 
and so on. j-It's too muoh of a Jaunt for a week end trip but it is 
lovely country for a summer's vacation, I should imagine. I have 
often wondered how the Glenn looks in winter time, but I reckon 
itjnust.be closed at that season, - a gigantic Inferno of rooks and 
snow and ioe seems difficult to imagine. 
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You will find much of interest in your evening with Agatha and 
naturally I shall he delighted with news from the Rhineland. In a 
way, and I wonder why I say it, I hope Anita didn't talk, for it 
really doesn't matter, either way, hut I just sort of h pe she didn't. 

And so your neighbors are Catskilling again this summer for the 
benefit of the dog. how familiar this sound applied to the General. 

By the way, I neglected to say that -fat informed me he attended a 
rather elaborate funeral for the General's dog in Baton Rouge last 
month, conorete vault, new blankets for the coffin, new harness and all 
an Egyptian Rharoah might' think up, complete with flowers, and loj 
no sooner had the intermwment be made that the house' and garden had 
to be forsaken as the property, a rent thing, was sold* and so, 
one may assume, this Baton Rouge oanine Valley of the Rings is slated 
for oblivion, too. 

^.nd thanks for acquainting me with the contents of the Rake 
letters. 1 leave it to your own good judgement as to what 
we shall use. I suppose, after fudging the stuff sent yesterday, 
t pluss some additional material that ( might chance to come to hand, you 
will be able to determine the balance better. Let me hasten to 
assure you that in view of Sunday's conference with la Lake, everything 
in the letters oan be used in utter disregard of her over modesty ex¬ 
pressed in her earlier letter.. I am not surprised you found 
the Caromlyte book more as a backdrop for lp Gustine preening her 
own feathers that painting a picture of the Madam. That would be 
true to form for la “iistine, as near as I can make out. 

Prlend Rostelll was here. Last year, after returning fr om the 
camp at Bermuda., you will recall he had to undergo an operation. 

This year, as soon as they arrived, his wife had to be taken to town 
for the same kind. Wasn't that odd. 

He ran through the Cane River Children of Strangers with me. 

He really seemed to like it. I find that pages.4 and 6 will have 
to be altered, t for when I worte them, I hadn't &isoovered Marie Therese 
'■’oin-Coin, and so had her son, Augustin, build the buildings which she 
in reality must have erected. That will be easily contrived, and I 
shall try to do it so only those two pages will have to be 
re-written. The Jones part seems a little long to me but I guess 
I shall leave it, but immediately following them, I shall introduce 
a page or two about the Madam's advent and what a twist she gave 
things in the Cane River country. This will introduce both Marie Iherese 
and the M a dam in this artiole; whioh ma^ be alright for the opening 
gun and as she will be introduced about page 13, the pages between 
4 and 6 and 13 will not have to be re-done. 

Carolyn's note came today. If you would oare to make note 
of the agent-she mentions, we might eventually consult with him when 
the omlette appears ready for bringing to the attention of someone 
like Harper's, Hone of this prooeedure is rigid and you will feel 
fre® to act in any way you please. I merely hand along the address for 
your convenince in case you should decide to use one....... 
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Tuesday, August 22nd, 1950. 


Memorandum: 

Would you mind awfully if I dropped you another 
little note before folding up my beard. 

At the outset, let me assure you it will contain nothing 
of the slightest importance, and so if time presses, you oan 
toss this into the trash basket,' and you will have missed 
nothing. 

It's late and I am tired but somehow, after having 
finished a staok of mail, I feel like ohatting a little 
more before stretohing myself out and calling it a day. 

Luoy Morgan's letter is nice and so is Rudolph's. 

Lora'8 is a concentration of trivia whioh you will reoognize 
as just the type of thing she loves to spin out every onoe 
in a while. 

t 

Little did she suspect when she penned it how muoh the 
one word in the pieoe would set my memories flying all over 
the place, for Sevres, as you know, nestles between Madame de 
Pompadour's devastated lovliest property of'the 18th century, 
Bellevue, and St. Cloud just on the other side. 

Sever agin shall I read the biography of Mme. de Pompadour 
by Williams, and so shall never find out if I was right in 
liking it so much so many years ago. I suppose there 
was something in it about Bellevue, and hOw the chimneys failed 
to function properly when Louis XV hnd the C our t oame over 
from Versailles or Marly or Ohoisey or where ever for the 
house warming. " • 

• — ■ - — .• — * ■ —• ■ * “ 

And I suppose I never again shall read Sir Walter Soott’s 

« 

"The startled niades from their shades, 

-With broken urns withdrew, 

Bewailing the deserted pride 
And wreok of ftweet St. Cloud". 

But I have the latter in a little book of Soott's poems 
here and eventually we shall read that one together, don't you 
think so. 


I 
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Wednesday, August 23rd, 1960. 


And last week did I regale you with endless talk about 
the First i'iano "‘uartet that oomes eaoh Monday night over 
several ■National stations at 9:30 our time at night, - 
10:30 or 11:30 your time, I suppose. 

I listened last night, - Chopin, Wagner, Shubert, Debussy 
and so on, and the promise for next Monday seems to make me 
equally eager to listen. 

And while the 40 fingers were so magnifioiently doing 
Clair de lune last night, I found myself wondering if 
Debussy ditt muoh letter writing that ever got published, 
and if any of his biographers ever had muoh to say about 
his aotivities while in the household of Tsohaikovski's 
"beloved Friend , for, if memory serves, Debussy undertook 
putting musio ifltfo the souls of some of Frau von Meek's 
grandohildren over a period of time while* she and the 
ohildren were sojourning in Western Europe. 

It must be the "m" In the Melrose and von Meek that 
impells me to opine how wonderful that the first should have 
had two suoh remarkable women in its history and that the 
latter should have been so olosely assooiated with two such 
remarkably gifted oomposers. Of course there is old Frau 
Cosima but somehow or other her romances never seemed to me 
half so remarkable as her counterpart 'from Mosoow, for who in 
the world ever heard of anything so extraordinary as her devottio 
to little old Deter illyovitoh whom she never saw although 
they were forever livingon the same property or within arms 
reach, so to sfceak. 

* After Hollywood gets through doing the A1 Jolson life 
stories, they might undertake a might musical on the 
Tsohaikovski theme, and if the audienoes back in my day used to 
think outward Bound and "berkeley Square" were mystsriy 
stories, as I have heard them styled quite-seriously by dumb 
theatre-goers, what ini the world would they make out of the 
remarkable friendship that brought forth Tsohaikovski's 
8th, - with the film indicating clearly enough that these 
warm friends never laid eyes on eaoh other, 

•Veil, there ought to be a law against so much talk, and 
there probahy is, and so 1 shall start, at this late date, by 
respecting'it. But it has been nice ohat ing with you regardless, 
and perhap8 my Heading ^aohine may be coming through before 

long and if so, I shall be thinking these things and not 
worrying you save 'telepathetioally. 


Memorandum 


It so terribly dry, I have been touting water at Arenbourg 
for the children. And so I'm tired tonight, but it's the 
healthy kind of tiredness we don't mind, and definitely my ailment 
about whioh I have been oomplaining so endlessly of late has turned 
the corner. There is really something exhilerating, I find, in sensing 
that one can really get back into the harness again. 

A soant mail today brought little other than the enclosure, and 
that, is of no particular interest. It does strike me the lady 
is taking her time about running through the Diary but 
naturally nobody in this world would oonoentrate on such business 
as does little Mies Lee of Lyme. And, you'll admit, there is 
but one of those, 

, I saw J. H. at supper. He and Pat have been going over 
the pecane orchards, having trees felled where too dose together, 
for a pecane tree wi 1 not produce if an adjoining one touches it. 

J. H. can fly all over the hemisphere and up and down the road 
for days on end and never manifest the slightest sign of 
tiredness, but let him spend a day in the field, slap on the 
plantation, and he oonoedes the point that he is exhausted, a faot 
he would no more admit following road-running than that he might 
jump over the moon. * 

He told me he had a card from Sister today. She wants to 
bring the ohildren down for three days or so next week, what with 
Shreveport school registration starting on Dabor Day. I'll be 
enchanted when Dabor Day arrives, that's one thing to look forward to 
will keen anticipation, * 

_Marie Theresa I.letto>er f - what do you think about using that 

name exclusively in anything we write about the lady. I have been 
thinking the matter over and have about concluded that name will 
best serve all purposes. We have been able to trace the lady in 
the reoords by the diminunitive Coin-Coin in that spelling and 
the Baumgartner rendition. But sinoe the teat will be in English an 
sinoe many a.reader would assume the word, Goin-Ooin might be pronouno 
as in English, and a majority of readers will know .English only, 
the tendency before we know it will be to give the name a twist that 
will suggest the words of a Salvation Army gal, shaking a cup and 
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soreaming for donations. Therefore if no ooinage is suggested, 
the ; name Marie Therese Metoyer will be the one affixed to her 
in the mind of the average reader and before we get through with 
her, she will be one of the names of whiah oolored and white people 
like may well be proud and eventually she may emerge as the most remar 
able negress in Amerioan history. 

In trying to re-oonstruot her life honestly and oorreotly, 
it has seemed to me the most important date we have for this purpose 
is not the 1756 emancipation but. rather 1787, the year her last 
ohild was born. I think, we might assume she oould not have been 
more than from 45 to 50 in 1787, This would establish her birth 
around 1740. 

'She therefore must have been young when brought from Africa, 
making it the more remarkable t;.at she should have -remember the / 
architecture of her home and the details of construction. I /7 
suppose this might havp been at the age of 16 or 16. Her 
service in the 5c. Denis family on this line of reason would have been 
ox brief duration and her ohild born in slavery an event taking 
plaoe within the year of. her arrival in America. Do you reckon 
v ,? r perhaps one of the sevpral-.younger St. Denis boys 

begot the child and that it was for this reason their mother 
emancipated her. Of one thing we oan be quj.te oertain, the 
manumition was not made for years of faithful servioe. - a reason 
so often given in the old days. 

And what of the years between her emancipation, 1758 and 
ga of h ® r Metoyer twins in 1768. Had s^e spent that decade 

down this way developing her property and that developement in 
itself recommended the lady to the consideration of Thomas 
MAT.rmAT A • , *-* ng here under_Spanish rule and perhaps not 

:h to obtain grants on his own account. 

of a 600 or 700 aores grant she held in the 

in colonial history. And yet this wasbut'or 

, . -- r - •—y, what with all the 

FJo P !.fi ieS -. P r 8Sine tc \ her children and being confirmed to them by 

L nfi J! fifl AT A 1 Unifflrnmd wf " 


Thursday, August 24th, 1950 


Memorandum: • 

4nd so tonight you are dining with Agatha, for your 
grand letter, together with the Inventory and the Book List 
arrived in this morning's post, giving me a glimpse of your situa¬ 
tion along about now. K hope everything is going along like 
silk and that you are .learning lots of first hand impressions of 
how things turn beyond the blue. « 

. Madam Hand dropped by this morning at 10:30 while the 
fcnipmayers were here, inviting me to the camp for luoh with 
four guests whom she brought up for the day. I declined but 
passed by around 3:30 to say howdy and have a oouple of tall 
drinks with a fruit Juice base. I seem so avid for liquids I 
swallow everything in sight that isn t a solid, feeling the better 
for the doing. 

I am impressed by the faot that you, too, find 12 of the 
books in the “adam's group on your own shelves. I haven't 
had an opportunity-to run through the arrangement you have 
laid out but 1 think the method you mentioned is splendid and 
the list will in no way be altered. « 

“* . • t 

You will be foroed to smile at the note from Dr. Miller. 

Isn't it odd that she should imagine I might readily run through an 
artiole to voioe an opinion, sinoe many a time in years gone by, she 
herself has been preseed into servioe to assist me in reading 
letters of secondary importance. I assume the article she refers 
to is not of her own contriving but rather one about writing 
that has appeared in a reoent publication. What I am hoping to do 
is to find the thing recorded and so have a go at it through 
that medium. Amazing, it seems to me, how many routes there 
may be to arrive at a given terminus. * « 3 


crta ° 0U £v 6 i 0f a 600 01 700 aoreB grant she held in the 

*I 9r 8 ®?! i0 ?. That a yong negress should have possessed a single 

aore seems utterly unique t— cclcnixl hixtc— . - - 

grant, and her holdings must have been vast 

vf I /\ r. — J > ... - • 

the federal Government, 

" ^ ~ “ t * v . V J 

That she was a remarkable character 
even more remarkable that suoh a youthf 
savage beasts and vast forests should no 
oleared and planted them is equally stag D ,*^ 
like tale in.all the annals of colonization. . 
be the faots, logically deduoed from the known 
Do you find any flaws and yet, finding none, o. 
a business. Surely all the negro papers and 
ou ht to be featuring Marie Therese Metoyer - 
faot hasn t dawned on Mrs. a ol oman.. 


these facts attest. How 


There were one or two other pieoes from today's post 
that I may send along but they are of no particular interest 
merely little leaflets to let you know the trend of the wind, 
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Perhaps I mentioned last night, perhaps not, that the General 
and his wife are scheduled to oome this week end for Saturday and 
Sunday. ,Bow this is going to dove-tail with Wenk aspirations, I 
oan't imagine, for one thing is oertain Sister will not oome 
if she thingfcs the General is here. J. told me at 
supper he hadn't advised Sister as yet regarding next week, 
iirs. Hand told me that her daughter and her family plan to spend 
the ooraing week at the camp. As Frances ^and Jack's husband, 
"hitfield, is “adam Wenk's attorney for the.divorce, Sister 
and Whitfiled ought to find much business to discuss, but as 
Prances r and Sister don't hit it off worth a cent, a fly might 
readily develope in that ointment. 

I find myself getting impatient to see how Kina's 
end papers are going to turn out. ^ddly enough, the thought 
of her handiwork, as between this paragraph and the above, impelled 
me to ask myself why nobody, so far as I know, has ever done one 
of t ose Souvenir_Plate8.with a pictorial map on it. What do 
you think about such an idea. I $m talking about those dishes which 
people are .forever collecting from some historic town or another, 
usually embracing the principal buildings or landmarks in a 
manner vaguely recalling Toil* de Jouy. I think a Souvenir 
Plate o| the Cane Biver country would be gay, and ever so much more 
simplified that the usual Souvenir Plate .type. We might 
oall it the Plantation Plate or the -Melrose Plate or the Cane Biver 
Plate an$ a h$ap of people I know would like one or a half dozen 
for himself and a flook of them for gifts. Por a Plantation 
Plate, the design, —I hope, — for the end papers might be 
curled up around the oorners and pressed into service. Por a 
Cane ^iver one, it might be night to have ^ielrose centering the 
plate, with the zig-zagging river outting diagonally aoross the 
china from upper left left) where the Joyeous Coast would 
be identified by the house of Unole -^aroisse or Uncle - , 

Phanor, and the lower right of the oirole decorated by a little 
avenue of live oaks at Magnolia. Eli Mahier would be just the 
person for fiddling with suoh an idea. Strange Dora never speaks of 
her, but perhaps I shall drop her a line through Dora regardless. T 
The otily drawback about Eli is that she is of the Moore persuasion,- 
writing a book about a year after she has received a oouple of 
letters from her.correspondent, sad for me .that is killing to 
oontaot, —so mucjh withers and dies in between times. 

There is some kind of a frolio going on at the honkey-tonk 
and 'I'm hoping against hope that -o’riend Brew may tear himself 
away from the gay lights long enough to pass this way and run throug 
the invenotry wit me. I f el sure it is going to be just the 
right thing.—■‘-'o hope your tonight's dinner has beon so pleasant.... 


svcr 
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of 


Friday, August 26th, I960, 


Memorandum: 

• • 

The political pot got up a little steam recently, the report 
reaching me today, but of it I will speak l^ter, for while I think 
of it, I want to refer momentarily to th$ Scrapbook. 

I think we ought to reproduce Lyle's first impressi on of 
Melrose, as pfinted in the Picayune, —should you run adf^rss it in 
the Melros'e Volume resently forwarded, - perhaps last week. 

I have the printed artiole in an album, but the date does not 
aocompany the dipping and I assume it may be in tyie volume you have. 

If so, I should think it might begin well down the artiole, either 
with an aocount of his progress along the river ro^d, or even 
farther along when he remarks something about a turn In the road and 
here we are at our destination, Melrose, - or some suoh. , 

* If you do not chanoe to run across' the artiole, I shall send the 
album later and we shall hope to determine the preoise date at some 
future time. * 

So muoh for that. 

•.. » - - t 

As indicated in yesterday's Memo or perhaps an earlier one, 
the General was"scheduled to spend the week end here. This 
morning a message came saying he couldn't make.it. It seemed odd 
he should be coming the week end before the D a bor Day holiday and when 
I remarked upon this, Celeste confided to me in the greatest seoreoy 
that the reason for his coming was based on a desire to look over the 
situation at thd oollege. # It seems the Presidency of said institution 
has been served up to him'on a silver platter by the politicians, 
and he apparently considered the possibility. But now that he has 
wired J. that he cannot get up this way this week end, one can but 
speculate if that means'he has deoided definitely against aooepting the 
post, - or, on the other hand, if he has deoided, regardless of what 
he might find, he will aooept. I believe an appointment has to tie 
made this week, or at least one would suppose so, since the incumbent 
■^resident departs on August 31st, and oollege opens right after 
Labor -^ay. I shall of course let you know when the affair seems 
concluded. 
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At 2 this afternoon, Friend Eostell arrived. He has been ooming 
in the morning to avoid ^is Enthusiasm, but as I assured him she had 
been instructed never to pass this way without telephoning me in 
advance, he, felt quite seoure. w e ran over several historical items 
and I list the ownership of Melrose at this point, from his data, 
so we may have a reoord for reference. Of course the original 
greantee is supposedly Marie Therese (Coin-0oin( ^etoyer. The 
Federal Government oonfiremd 


Sunday, August 27th, 1950 


Memorandum: ' 

e *' “ 

Adn so let's begin with Saturday, whioh, thanks to the 
post, was grand, for it brought your grand letter with enclosures 
and another item, long awaited, the heading M a ohine. 

# c 

And so last night, what with a full moon flooding the 

White Garden, my baok gallery was' redolent with Tsohaikovski. 

( * * 

The reoord* seems to funotion perfectly and I shall 
always be glad I had the self control to withould trying it out 


Louis M e toyer (who died in 1832) 

Jean Baptiste Louis Metoyer (a son( succeeded, 

Theophile Metoyer (apparantly a son of J. B. Louis) ; Metoyer) 

Hippolyte Hertzog • 

Jose Hepry 

John Hampton Eenry. « 

Estate of J. H, Henry, bringin it up to date. 

One thing to be noted concerning the above, and one thing to 
be speculated upon; - first, Louis (father) and J, B. Louis (son) 
usually were referred to :by people and in documents simply as "Louis", 
making identities jUBt as dear as mud; 

1 • v) < 

and secondly, - we only know Melrose was built in 1833, - and since 
it Required more than a year to prepare materials and ootfstruot a house 
of its type, wouldn't it be interesting to know if Louis, father, living 
at Yuooa, was engaged in building the new house at the time of his 
death, .the building cnmpleted by J. B. Louis, or, if Louis died 
and only afterward J. B. Louis undertook the new residence. 

i 

Engaged as we were in these reflections, we were interrupted by a 
knock on the door. It was Mrs. Holoman, of course.* I was between 
her in front of me and friend Bostell behind me as I opened the door. 

She apologized for not telephoning, introduced a photographer and 
aooepted my admonitions with careless grace. I told her I .as in oon- 
ferenoe and oould see her in an hour and a half. My object was two¬ 
fold, for that would give me an opportunityt b to oonolude the 
Postell business, —we had just entered on his intention to photograph 
all the old papers in the G 0U rt house, giving us the Coin-^oin data, 
and secondly, it would give the sun to get around to the taok of Yucca 
where the photographer oould take some piotures. *nd so that's the 
way the balanoe of the day turned out.• I hope the photgraphs of 
Yucoa in shnshine will turn out nioely. He also took the gallery full 
length, the Ghapel.and the door in my boudoir, showing the great keys 
on the,door knop, the grandfather olook, the blunderbus over the 
door with accompanying powder horn and the Audubon print whioh 
I substitued oij the wall where the Black Swan usually hangS, thinking 
we would be using her separately. • I also had him‘take a photograph 


until the hour had oome whioh early_June once and for all established 
as the perfect one for me beside St. Giggin's fountain. 

But I need not expatiate on the seating which you know so 
well, nor need I mention the aotual recording of the Overature 
with whioh you are equally familiar. You will understand perfectly, 
too, that I sensed a benediction of peaoe throughout the 
musicals, the superlative in oontentraent that comes only with 
the realization that the spirit of a kindred companion, those 
physioally absent is in reality omrii-present. It was 
as near perfection as it could have been and for the whole delight¬ 
ful evening I am solely indebted to no other person that little 
Miss Lee of Lyme. 

I ha en't seen a secretary today, to my regret, for I 
wanted to run through your letter again before responding, but 
I shall take up some points at a subsequent sitting instead. 

I appreciate your cooperation in speaking of the abrupt 
ending of the Gi QmQ noe artiole. 1 trust you will always advise 
me when anything seemB out of Joint in the' text or in any way 
subject to remedy. 

If memory serves, the final article I quoted regarding the 
Primitives, ended up with some suoh sentenoe as "It must be 
fun living on Cane River". 

As this was being diotated to me, th4 t ought struckome 
that it might not be a bad'idea to terminate tjhe artiole 
as quiokly as possible after that remark, and so I merely 
jotted down the word Epilogue, and added: "It i», — 
thanks to people ;like Mss *<jmraie and Giementine Eunter. " 

and Just let the thing end thus. But your immediate reaction 
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TO Tills method is important, and it is possible 
•I phrased the sentence a little differently, it 
been more clear that following the somewhat *ost- 
word, pilogue, therebye suggesting someing imp 
to be appended, I merely repeated the thought o 
sentence of the review, as a kind of confirmati^ 
in the u ane Biver country. 

Obviously 'something must be added to round 
other than the final quote from the newspaper, 
or two seems to be needed, you might'let me knoi 


Monday, August 28th, 1950 


Memorandum 


How i,rand to find your Thursday letter in today's post, 
together with the transoript about Primatives. I'm so glad you 
like the little skit, and I am hoping to be able to add 
two more characters, if they turn out to be as interesting as 
reports lead on to believe. 

t “ “ ^ 

In your letter you mention the possible spelling of 
"lie" or "Isle", and when friend Pestell was here the other day 
we considered the matter from point of view of the records. He 
found the word spelled in both ways, suggesting the keeper of 
the ante be Hum records must have had a mind like mind that 
seldom spells the same word twice alike, even when used in the 
same sentence. It's t a cruious thing that the Hatohitoohes 
reoords were still kept in the French language only, perhaps 
50 years after Louisiana became American. Wouldn't it be 
interesting to know if the German settlements in Pennsylvania 
or Ohio or the Swedish or Norwegian counties in Minnesota and 
Wisconsin also retained their mother tongue for the official 
reoordss for suoh an extended period, following their incorporation 
into Statehood. 


But 1 ^hink of it, let me mention here that 

if there should be a skip of a few days if correspondence, 
will not be too corss with the postman, for i't may be due 
whimsey on my part. My cold is definitely on the mend but 

iB nS?* 1 * 0 **! 0 * S ^ Ch a P rolon € ed session, I seem to la 
pep. The ^ands have fussed at me so 1 
stay with them for a few days 
for a build up, r H 
social amenities while having 
Haturally I shall l. .11 

it eventually appear that _ _ 

might put me back into better physical 


should they invite me, thus accomplishing thT * 

J some extra vitamins thrown at me. 
avoid^suoh an outing if possible, but should 
• a couple of^days with them down yonder 
, Z -"“’."form, I shall surprise them 
y saying Yes And if I should do so, the 
incoming mail in a special box for me in the 
rything will be quite intaot until my return, 
n not as a probability but merely, just in 
ngly neglect this'maohine for 2 or 3 days 
he reason for the little skip. ’ 

the possiblity of a quiet week end, and 1 
ali f Qd * As for,the MeirogQ scrapbook recently 
if storage spaoe isn t too pressing, don't worry 
ng-its return, this year or next ii all - y 
regards reproducing M. and Mme. Barolsse, I guess 
ght, there isn t muoh point, since it might be 
am the oyeous-^oast into the volume we contemnlate 


Since the balance of the Baumgartner letter head is in 
English, 1 see no reason why all of it shouldn't be, but I 
don T t propose to go into a symposium about retailing original 
spellings in American names of places, for if we suddenly converted 
Los *ngeles into tfifce Angels that would seem odd, and if 
we don’t eventually, convert some of the Indian names of communities 
into .English equivelants, I shall never be able to write them 
for laok of knowing how to spell them. 

I intended returning: the picture of v lemenoe you so kindly 
sent along for my inspection I think it-good, and 1 especially 
like the arms and hands, but I reokon the one you have of her 
engaged in painting may tell more of a story for the scrapbook, 
don't you think. 

It seems to me my cold:is better although thd high aoidity 
tends to linger on. What with a flock of Hands, Knipmeyers and 
Worseleys to be encountered within the next'oouple of days, that, 
too, will be gone into, and I shall report accordingly. 

. My plans for an "all Tsohaikovski 1 ' program on 
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the gallery last night went awry. Shortly before finishing 
my Memo to you, the eleotrioity faded, I assumed it would 
'be but momentary and went ahead with ray plans. But 
1 had the pleasure of sharing the beauties of the night with 
Grandpa and without any filling in by good old -Peter Illyovitoh, 
for it was after midnight before the ourrent was restored and 
I had long since folded up my beard. It seems a limb from 
a big tree at Magnolia had crashed, bieaking the high power line, 
a<nd oddly enough there wasn't a breath of air stirring. 

I Intended asking you befor,e if Albert Sohweitzer is still 
living. I liked the Hagedorn bopk, "Prophet in the Wilderness", 
even though I found two ppges 11 and -12 but no page 9 and 10 . 

I am so glad Swhweitzer, Zweig and Holland knew each other, for 
life must have seemed ever so much more oomprei'.ensible with 
such kindred souls. I have thought about the importance 
of one individual knowing another and seemingly how rare that is. 
Whenever I read something about suoh a philosopher as Sweitzer 
and his theory that man must eventually think his way through, - 
I am a little startled at the number of people I know who don't 
seem to think muoh to begin with, and what they do concentrate on 
a pears to be, in spite of their contaots with the printed page and 
others who think, quite without anything beyond what stirs the brain 
of the beast But fortunately all brains don t follow the same 
pattern or it would be a dull world, but sometimes it seems if a 
few more brains functioned or could function a little bit more 
along other than sheer mundane lines, the world mi 6 ht be a heap 
happier. This whole silly business of .brankrupting ourselves 
financial merely to keep up with the Kremlin, and one positive 
way to avoid suoh vast expenditures, I should think, would be to 
hurry up and organize an international police force under the 
United Nations, stook-piling ammunitions in strategic spots all 
over the world and thus avoid having to pull and haul billions 
of worth of munitions and boys half way aoross the globe every 
time Uncle Joe twitohes an eyebrow. 

I know nothing of Sohweitzer's theologioal theories but his 
religion, wrapped up in his phrase, "Reverenoe for Life" sounds 
alrigltpost oard from Sister, inadvertently thown out with 
some advertising trash, says Hina has sold her Shreveport home, 
whioh mfeans, 1 reokon, she wilj. be heading out for Texas soon. 


Monday, August 28th,. 1960 


Memor andum; , 

This is some sort of a post soript to the Memo I wrote 
Just before having a round with Beter Illyovitoh on the 
back gallery. It was ^11 so wonderful and all so redolent 
of your kindness to me that I feel impelled to drop this 
little thank you note again, ~it has all been so delightful, 
n . tfflifdSittRl bedu&lle 

And as I let my mind ponder about as the Overature was 
playing, it oooured to me there were two or three things in 
ygur next to the last letter whioh I wanted to respond to but 
haven't as yet. 

Contrary to one remark about the picture of M. et Mme. 
Narcisse Brudhorame, I do think we ought to have it 
photographed some time when convenient, even though we shall 
not probably use it in the ourrent opus. It would be 
nice for your record, too. It is perfectly alright to 
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Tuesday, August 29th, I960 


Memorandum: * 

.o v'Cl DOXOOax 8 x v « . »,o.( k> ■ . 

The enolosure suggests v-e are to he honored on the morrow, 
since nobody showed up today. 

When here last time, Sister asked me* to have Glemence make 
a Gobelin similar to the one on my back, gallery. She left 
$10.00 for the job. I wonder how much time she thinks it takes 
to make a patter, out out the Bame and piece together such an 
item. Naturally 1 haven't even brought up the matter to Glemence 
as yet and shall eventually return the $10.00, saying it is 
"no-go". 

O • « 

Do you take it from this letter that Mina plans to aooompny 
the Wenks. It is heartening to know the sketches are nearing 
the finishing point. Mina will do a grand job, I am oertain, and 
whatever we use of them ought to add a pleasant note to our 
current efforts. 

Friend Postell came to visit me today, - his final call, I 
suppose, sinpe he plans to depart on Thursday. He reported one 
great disappointment to him —and to us. His secretary was 
instructed to forward h^m h iB photostat maohine whioh he hoped 
to use in recording all the documents in the Matchitoohes Court House 
covering the colonial period oopies of whioh were to'be given us. 
Well, the secretary oarried*6ut instruotions, but directed the 
Rhirmant to Mississippi rather than Louisiana, and so we shall not 


wirtten for it some time.baok. Murrell is fairly free from 
being effected by punotuation marks, and it is quite probable 
he failed to mention them. But I shall oheck on the matter 
and make the proper notations when I return the same to you, 
should I secure additional data for that section, - Primitives. 

• *- ■ ■- 1 v •' ■ 

It is quite possible, too, that in my original manusoript, 

I .was misleading in that Epilogue business, thus giving 
you the impression that the shortest Epilogue read: 

"It is .fun thanks to i^iss ^ammie and Clementine Hunter”, 
whereas I should, have written: 

"It is, ——thanks to “iss Cammie, etc." 

S0O ? nd thou ght, and I am naturally no authority on 
the printed word and the impression it oreates, —it probably 
would have been better to eliminate the word "Epilogue” 
entirely, and merely put in the sentenoe, hard.on the heels 
of the ^ the quoted article from The Item. 

I shall certainly be glad when this coming* week end no 
longer oonfuses the local social oalendar. By then the 
potential Wenks will have oome and gone, and, so will the 
Wilkersons, too, I suppose, if memory serves, they were oontemplat 
ing spending a day here in August, I shall be just as 
happy if they put off that visit until later in the season, 
thus giving us an opportunity to get our own efforts further in 
shape, and at the same time avoid for themselves the 
ohanoe of getting encumbered with the Wenks. 

e iJ v* »’ *'* 

But the hour Jogs along and i had better prepare 
to fold, at the same time giving you an opportunity to do 
something other than wading endlessly through all'this 
talk. I'm going to .read a page from Prescott's Conquest of 
Mexioo, and then rest my eyes.. * 








Francois Mignon Papers, #H-3889 


4381 


Wednesday, August 30 


Memo randum s 


What a day - and withal not bad, inspite of the inevitable 
hubbub and hurly burly. 


I reckon it must be the unusual stimulant that seems to have 
pepped me up considerably. 

However«that may be and for however long, it is pleasant 
to be able to report the end papers are here,togetherwith the black and 
white sketches of the Chapel. They are quite nice, and thus anothei/step 
is made forward in our current line of endeavor. 


part, as signified by the material she oompiled for Uatohitoohes 
Lore, her sorapbooks, eto. When added to this her various other lini 
oa endeavor, planting, weaving, oorrespondenoe, the raising of a 
family, unending entertainment ibf visitors and house guests, per¬ 
sonal attention tovarious people of oolor, not to mention the humdrum 
of domest.io management, and one is floored by the sheer bulk of 
the thing as it piles up before one. 

And the strangest pert of it all is the fact that with but one 
or two exceptions, among whom you I consider as one, the world 
will never know, —not even those in personal oontaot with her during 
her life, how gigantio was all this concentration of accomplishments. 
And you are one of the exceptions because you have the mental 
and cultural oapactty to comprehend how much in energy^and impulse 
was represented by a single volume of her oompiled researoh, and 
being able to ? appreciate a single js unit, you can readily multifply 
the same by 100 or by 1,000, But this understanding was within 
the grasp of but few others, and so the magnitude, for example, of 
her scrapbooks, registered in the minds of most people was merely 
an impressive pile of big books that, in their minds, implied no more 
labor that would the piling up of a few ’hundred Manhattan telephone 
books on the part of some subscriber. 

Kane's ooQoept of her in his chapter in Plantation Parade 
diifers from aotuality about as muoh as a Helen Hokinson oartoon 
of a mother and daughter differs from da Vinai's study of at. Anne 
and the Virgin. - 

The truth is, I suppose, that an aotual portrait of the 
Madam, setting forth her reall heroia aaaomoliRhments. would 


Whitfield Jack came fcycbarly this morning, inviting me to have 
lunch with them at the Rand camp. Blythe came up and I joined them about 
1 o'clock. We had a pleasant sitting and on my return I found the Wenks 
had arrived, Sister and the 3 offspring, but Nina had not come with them, but had 
sent the drawings. 


And as though this weren't enough excitement, the great calla-lily- 
like blossoms of the Elephant e ars began unfolding. I am delighted they 
made it before Knipmayer Day , for the -kindly doctor will be entranced when 
he discovers them on his arrival tomorrow. And above them some 10 or 12 feet, 
another big old Orinoco banana has begun unfolding its rich red leatherette 
petals, and that particular spectacle also enchants the physician. 

Sister had a fit when she saw the Elephant Bars, forthese 
blossoms are the first she had ever seen and she very graciously inquired 
as to why it was none ever blossomed in Nother's day but seemed to be 
bursting out in gobs at this late date. 

I guess the.enclosures aren't of any special interest, but I 
send them along regardless. I assume Robina has been so busy she hasn't 
had an opportunity to go into the A'iary, but now with the promise of 
return to normalcy in her office, I suppose she will turn to that shortly,— 

I hope. There certainly isn't any rush about it, I guess, and yet it is always 
nice to know I can give them back to your true hands 

But in view of all such dbings you may readily imagine that the 
day, usually cluttered up with pilgrims and work-a-day sort of things, seems ever 
so much over-loaded as of the moment. 


Whil4 I think of it, and perhaps this is important for the floral 
section of our Scrapbook, there may be a picture,- snapshot - of the Madam 
in the garden, in the Melrose scrapbook which reached you last Thursday. 

As I recall, there used to be one in thatbook - one of her working at the 
cannas with her clippers, I believe. In the event that you should find 
that or any other, wherein she is gardening, don't you think it would be 
afine idea to have it reproduced to go along with little Miss Demon's 
article and that of little Miss Lillian's. 


sleep as an energy reserve against the racket 'of the morrow when 
I suppose, old w hreveport will again honor us...... 


I believe L.S.U. begins its Winter semester about the middle of 
September. I shall accordingly hold Nina's illustrations for a while, on 
the assunption the Wilkerson's may be passing this way. These might present 
some opportunity for discussion regarding technical details of printing,etc 
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which might be of service to us in preparing the final manuscript for presentation 
to the publisher. 

I believe the type of reproduction done by your local Kodak house 
will always be superior to anything of the type undertaken down this way. 

The 8 by 10 glossy prints here cost a dollar each, which I presume is fairly 
reasonable. But that is of secondary importance in viewof the fine workman¬ 
ship you will be able to secure, plus the fact that nobody in Manhattan would 
know or care what the films are, whereas anything done in this area--Alexandria — 
would automatically become available to Misenthusiasm who seems to know all the 
photographers and apparently keeps an eye open for evexything from this area. 

I can't imagine what she would do with them, but at thesame time, I should never ha\e 
dreamed she would have even mentioned the matter she did to the Negro Digest, 
and so it is undoubtedly better to keep as many from coming within her reach 
as possible. 

By chance at luncheon today I mentioned Mary Daggett Lake to Mrs.Rand 
and said I thought some of MissCammie's letters to her were excellent. Blythe said 
she had a few writterrher , rather short, and one of fchem^emarking upon the 
importance of preserving some old house or other. She responded affirmatively 
tib my request for using it and said she would try to get it to me by Sunday,or 
during the middle of the coming week. If it is any good at all, I reckon we 
might use it, with the Gustine-Lake itemg^o lend variety or at least to gbn 
fchwmxiwx circumvent the limitations of the letters she wrote to counterbalance 
those she liked to receive. I shall send it along as soon as it comes to hand. 

No Peter Ilyovitch concert tonight , what with sleep coming down 
on me, to quote Peter Ilyovitch Baptiste. A couple of interruptions has 
probably made this letter pretty hodge-podge, but I hope you can make it out 
alright.... 




Wednesday, August 30th, 1960. 

While I think of it, and perhaps this is important for 
the floral section of our Scrapbook, there may be a piotuxe, - snap¬ 
shot, - of the Madam in the garden, in the Melrose scrapbook which 
last Thursday. As I reoall, there used to be on in 
that book, —one of her working at the oannas with her dippers, I 
beli4W.t kdtyhe -ev<8P$ dtfKe Adhere in she 

would be a fine idea to have it 

reproduced to go along with little Miss Dormon s artiole and that 
of lfitl^^PSte ttfclElS&ihk#. the unusual stimulant,. that seems to 
have pepped me up considerably. 

I believe L. S. U. begins its Winter semestre about the 
middft>"tfF«tfe]ft#$bS#y ^ fpltfHftWHfcratlons 

to us in preparing the final manusoript for presentation to 
the came by early this morning, inviting me to 

have luch with them at the ^and camp. Blythe oame up and I 
joinedi t|^#fcsm$h<J- a^feiqBO<*«£ Kodao 

o»o®Jfe ^to%Sw&Wfe AfcffeAaken 

iWe*W* ct&Rar each, 

dtffffgffgB.presume is fairly reasonable. But that is of secondary 
irapof^S* » 0 WfrtJ*sti£i»ak to secure, 

would 

' WnQ«h*l#9iWffiV^know 
do with 

have even mentioned the matter she did to the Hegrp Dgest, and so it 
is unJ&flfowijMbft#* ^9^^%#«an^^<^ed#M^gWfcirfo»e^h#^3h as 
are tne first she hail ever seen and she very graciously 
inquired *as to why it was none ever blossomed in Mother's day but 
seemecte^0cS)«ni#r#^il^i4S^<)d-nt®^ i%^4-Jfcd#ct«MA^«iagget •‘'ake to 
Mrs. Rand and said I thought some■of Miss Gammie's letters to her were 
exoeSl«S«^8 tttftMiotef&xtSWe W4& & ri4tff>i»8ttoei>u4hort, 

t“&4®gr3t#£fCA&#3fpon ih*s»ffi«r bo*b& i>MP7 old 

?tic£*\ising 

tfcp sffdPn^^gdoihgeg^iffBit^rnoreidgsy ip to ^f^ai^ffe^upwaftif&Sg the 
mm .***« —IJ te>PPa a$^Po«®gtf airf.y l8fte<k<«ywe 

ipted»»r# tettwy 6x o«n least to 
g4FPoik&Wftit )a 0fce tsuHPNftfflH# fcpnfoe letters she wrote to counterbalance 
those she liked to reoeive, I shall send it along as soon as it oomes 
to h&Sct i» view of all suoh doings, you may readily imagine 
that WuRq&WtfltiptPC# grpar^a-day sort 

couple 

of interruptions has probably made this letter pretty hodge-podge, 
but I hope you oan make it out alright....** 


I 
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Memorandum: 


. 


00 


iiuo .a 


Your elegant Tat letter to hand in today's post; - your 
letter of Sunday , oontaining the snapshots, transoriptions of 
letters, and so on, I have read the letter, but have not had an 
opportunity to run through the letters, I attaoh a duplioate of 
a.letter I mailed Mrs. M 0 ore this morning, dhe apparantly has 
scratched me off her list, but I wrote her regardless, feeling 
thq m adara might have written her a particularly interesting letter 
at some time or other, - one that might reveal both the M a dam s 
encouragement of ^s. “lore's historical efforts and at the same 
time reveal her own interest in things ante bellum. 

~ f 

It now appears tu me we have about all the letters to the 
Madam that we' shall be able to use if we keep the section on her 
oorresponedneoe in balanoe with the other seotions. Of course 
it will be more extensive by h* pages than such a seotion as the 
Oane hiver-Primitives, but even so, we shall soon find ourselves able 
to select and reject oqrtain letters, perhaps, —now that we seem 
to have quite a variety to ohoose from, 

I. think. I shall probably-be able to get . Caroline* Mormon' s consent 
to print the letters you mention. She is such a fuss^ bag it will 
take some labor on my part, for at first she will adamantly refuse. 

But I reokon I and wring it out of her eventually, *ou may reoall 
she was so ridiculous as to refuse to let lyle mention Briarwood in 
the -Louisiana State Guide,-a stupid action on her part, sinoe naturall 
there were comparatively few places, as against the whole of Louisiana 
thus mentioned and it would have been so benefioial to her 
and the property as an historical reoord and even from a sheer financial 
viewpoint in years to come. .' . ... 

The Baoheller letter sounds grand, and 1 thiiik we should use it, 
too, and by all means, I heartily approve of all the others, too, 
an4 1 am quite sure Miss Nellie wont mind including hers, I haven t 
a doubt some of the Madam's oorrespondenoe with ^adam ^oore would be 
perfeot, but what with -the other items to hand, we wont have to 
break down and weap if she, - as she probably will, ignore my note of 
today to her* . - 

1 4 TjJ 0 J..U 

You, frankly, are mistaken.on one oint:' - to wit, that you have 
already mentioned too often how muoh you wish we might compare note 
together ana especially on the gallery under the auspioes of the 
moon. I think the desire for good things cannot be reiterated too 
often, for often by just suoh means are miracles realised. In short, 
let us both continue to hold the thought. 
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And we have no^reaohed a point where I think we must oome to 
a definite understanding as to where the original foundations in the 
form of the manusoript in its original and most ooraplete form is to he 
situated as it approaohes maturity. If you don't mind, I should 
like to have all th6 illustrations and originals at your finger tips. 

Your own good judgement as to arrangement and final form are so identioal 
with my own, that in itself is sufficient to make the deoision and 
secondly, sinoe we want to submit the thing for consideration to 
M anhattan publishers first, it seems to me better that it 
should all be in your hands as much as possible. For in many 
instances, although we shall continue to build in duplicate as 
far as possible, there will be a lot of original stuff, suoh as 
Nina s illustration^, the end papers, and sq on that will not be in 
duplicate, and therefore it seems to me better that they all be kept 
under your wing, if that' will not inoonvenienoe you too muoh, so 
that at any time as t*he work progresses and we feel it opportune 
to submit it to an agent or a publisher for recommendations, it 
may be done without having to await Qnole Sam's transmission 
?, he from here to there. I shall accordingly hold 

the Molnness items, for instance, until I receive your approval of 
this suggestion, after which I shall send them along to you, together 
with any other material coming to hand, —and in case of piotures 
where there are no duplicates, I shall send these odiginal's too. 

Let's also oonsider one matter for fairly final consideration! - 
Mow many piotures can we use of Clmenoe eon w e- us er, - would you thine 2. 
If so ,1 should thinJLone might be the one of her takaxax taken while 
*?7 n " tae 9ne oorain k baokuto me from you today. I think 

pUtS her ’ in the readers mind as a painter. Perhaps 
the other, if we oan use a seoond, might be of one of her 

*5* °? 8 ln th * "^oiore Sou88.au” manner, 
a oopy of whioh I believe I can seoure, either through the.Worsley 
California friends, or by having it photographed here. The 
snapshot of ^lemenoe painting is by Himeey and I have Ao hopes at all 
the negative on thit, so I reokon we m?ght Is wtil 

nid 3 P l ai te d f ^x lhw i t h, naturally we both 

are undoubtedly hoping all the illustrations may be full page. 

This, sooner or later, is going to require a deoision on the part 

fJrthM°fI^ t ir 6 ^til the thing has assumed a little 

m aBSMptSn P 1 1 thlok " 9 "^Sht proc.d on suoh 

. 

if'wnSffiJS 7 m * tarial you as‘long as you please, and 

if spaoe gets bulky and you want to return some of it temporarily 

p ;2« n « ntl y. quite free to do so. I'm glad you likld 

sr iat ° th * 

SSr-KaStSfSgirsss? 

* nd S 9 ondl y» .1 seem ever so much better and 6 

o y ° ld tira \7 is 2 r * sadly wanting during the past oouple 
of weeks. Hope you are atle to say you are alright, too..... P 


Friday, September 1st, 1960. 


Jo 


it 


Memorandum; 


Jn« 


oo 


I think it is going to be quite nioe when Tuesday, whioh 
is bound to, actually rolls 'round. 

Too many interruptions, too much hubbub to aooomplish muoh 
until then, i guess. Anyway, I don't seem to be booking the 
tide muoh with all the week-enders about. 

Lora seems to be feeling alright, as indicated by the enclosure. 
I have reoeived four letters referring to the Montesquiou-Noailles 
article in Life. What with your mind and mine running as they do, 
it seemed so natural you should have spoken of the pieoe. But it 
comes as a surprise that Lora should have read it with interest, 
sinoe he doesn t usually manifest much interest in suoh subjects. I 
■ laughed when her puzzled over St;" Walter Soott's poem I had qoted 
that makes St. Cloud and blew rhyme. I wish I had thought of that 
example at one of Dr. Butler's gatherings when the discussion came up 
as to prounoing foreign words in the Enligh manner. I reoall that 
afternoon so well. It was devoted to Ibsen, aid how we got around 
to talking about pronunciations, I don't remember. But I 
do reoolleot how Lr. Butler, who 1 speaks French fluently, reooramended 
that when speaking English, one ought'to pronounoe French words 
in-the English fashion and not carry over the French pronunciation at 
all, and how he laughed, at the close of the discussion, when I 
invited him to join me later in town at any old "oaf for a oup of 
coffee. . - v . * . ., ' 

Lr. Knipmeyer likes to read such aftioles and when this 
one appeared in Life, I set it aside for a go at it when a Thursday 
would offer an opportunity. But ohanoe prevented us from 
reading it this week and last, so T shall hold the thought we may 
get to it next week. 

*• t * 

Did you by any ohanoe read the artiole Dr. Miller mentioned,- 
Shirtsleeve English, in the August Reader's Digest. Dr. Miller's 
oopy arrived yesterday morning and I pressed Dr. ICnipmeyer into 
servioe so I might gige Dr. Miner my opinion of the thing 
forthwith. - 

I liked the artiole and subscribed to its premise readily 
enough, although T was a little surprised Lr. filler found it 
so remarkable. The faot that*I*dldn t may be due in part to the 
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Sunday, September 3rd, 1960 


fact that I read that hoot, - "We Who Speak English" 6 months or 


a year ago,- and the burden of the message In that book was along 
the same lines as the artiale, I'm not sure the message in the 
article was intended for everyone, - at least I hope it wasn't. 


Memorandum 


How nice to find your Tuesday letter in Saturday ,( s post. 

• * 

Your letter with the Rachel field enclosure, - yours of the 15th, 
came through safely. I suppose it must have arrived on the 19th 
or the 21st, for the life of me, I oannot imagine why I did not 
ack owledge its reoeipt. Perhaps my cold was at its peak at 
the time or perhaps, if it reached me on a Saturday, a dozen 
personalities trooped in between its reading on Saturday morning and 
my response, or rather my failure to respond, as of Stinday night, 

• V — ^ ± IS 1. — 'J 

In any event, I apologize for the anxiety my silence conerning it 
occasioned, I think it is such a splendid idea to oheok on these 
matters promptly, thus assuring eaoh other that everything is 
being transmitted smoothly, I shall always remark upon it from 
this terminus, should a question arise, and I am always glad if 
you will do the same. In regard to the possibility of anything 
I send being lost, either on its way to you or on its way baok, 

I beg you not to let it worry you. These transactions are 
entirely as between you and me and in case something or other 
comes up missing, we can•compensate our losses with the - realization 
that we oouldn't have taken it to heaven with us any way. 

But actually the item is question oarae to hand alright, and I 
am so glad to re-read your letter of the 15th,- • ‘It was so much like 
having a session together undisturbed on the gallery which is the 
most stimulating experience for me. Then, too, the mention of 
your re-arrangements on the domestic scene makes me hope the 
photos you took came out at least a little ’to your liking, and 
even though they may not be clear at all, I should be enchanted to 
see a likeness of the general arrangement, for then I shall 
the better envision your situation when writing from there, just 
as you, in turn, have some idea of my vantage point whenever 
I take Underwood in hand to chat a bit with you; 

I f fw , ~ . r .1 

With the week end half over, the weather must be •oonceeded as 
having been remarkably favorable for me thus far. It has been 
in the oool-ish 70's with a rain on Friday night and a prolonged down¬ 
pour on Saturday night and well into Sunday, The *renbourg children 
are bound to have benefited greatly, while I, on the same taak, 
have been able to .ooncentrate more on matters of interest, what 
with few pilgrimB braving the rain in the highway and the water 
in the gardens, ' 


guess is somewhere between 100 and 160 
moving in the right direction. 
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Franoes Rand ^aok dropped in Saturday afternoon. She 
and her husband and gone to Alexandria Friday when the rains oarae, 
and she brought baok a 'paok.et of letters her Mother sent for our 
consideration, —letters penned by the Madam to her, and she 
says we oan use any old thing in them we want. I shall send them 
under separate cover on the morrow or next day. Ho one pays the 
slightest attention to A a bor Hay on the plantation, but perhaps 
Dnole a am's postal messenger may not pick, up 2nd class paokages 
on Monday,, so if the Rand letters are a day or two or three behind 
thib note, you will not be worried by their dilatory progress. 

In a Saturday oonolave, the State politioans seleoted an 
Aoting President for the local oollege, —some man fpr years 
associated with the instiatuion', having some ti e or other in 
the past having a held down the same post during an interim, I 
assume a permanent Prefeident will be seleoted sometime later, but 
it appears, as I had assumed, that the General will continue to 
•demur the offer of the crown. 

The VVenks pulled out after dinner today, For th§ most 
part, it was a quieter visit than usual but tinctured, nevertheless, 
with a hubbub that would have made a similar racket on the part of 
any other visitors something to be remembered for generations. 

Relative to nothing at all at dinner, --^ister and I dining alone , 
she suddenly inquired; 

"Oh, have you heard from Mrs. F...Hid she have a nioe 

trip. ” 

"Ah, yes," was my oasual response. "She said she really had 

a wortderful time.“nd would you mind passing.me the fried chicken.... 

Which way do you rdally like chioken prepared best." 

■“nd so we wefe off on another tack, and never did come baok 
to the starting point. 

With August gone arid no peep from the Wilkersons, do you 
reokon we have been spdred the honor of a day's entertainment, — 

I hope. But of course oollege doesn't resume operations ^ntil 
about the middle, so I suppose there is a ohanoe the W.'s may 
prolong their *uguet rain oheok for another oouple of weeks, - 
I hope not. 

U , v V I * 

Miss Kate Perkins, too, was threatening to pass -this 
way for a day to two before sohool opens, but as High Schools 
begin functioning on 'the morrow, I reokon she will soaroely 
make it. I should be ever £o glad to see her, but I find 
recompense in the realization that if there aren't too many 
people about, I oan thu#p this maohine lots more s.teadily, 

“nd now for a little musioale, a page or two of reading, and so to bed.., 
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* * Monday, September 4th, 1960. 


Memorandum; .’ v ' , ■ 

. a ere it is still-Lyle's birth day, even though A 

believe I dated yesterday's Memo the 4th, too. 1 

But regardless-of that your grand letter of Saturday, f tf|v4) 

< together with the fat assortment of enclosures, oame to hand - ' 

in the morning's mail. * 

w hat a grand letter, everything about it, and a million 
thanks for everything in it and for the enclosures, the latter not 
having been run through. 

* Tf the Bachelier letter is still with you you couldn't possibly 

make "bud" out of "bone" oould you. That is t^e only word having to 
do iyith a-form of grafting proce’ss I oan think of, and that probably 
isn t it. It is used as a verb, as you know, when referring to the 
probess of taking a bud tfrom one type of fruit tree and Bet into the 
bark of. another. But let us not worry about that point. Possibly 
he did y use the word "bone", 

<y • ,fX a * nO iTOlV OX) Ovf OGO^O-/ * U&.l* 

, And how nioe of- you to tell me all the news. The Qffenbaok 

- t business with the Fontainebleau soenes sounds wonderful. We oould 
, certainly stand lots of that type'of "flim", as my secretary continues 
to,style it. I appreciate your enumeration of some of the names, — 
for some characters I recognized, although I had almost forgotten them. 

. And I am enohanted to know that your evening with Agatha 
turned out so delightfully. The last time I saw her she was wearing 
a black tailored suit and she wasn't precisely stream lined, although 
I thought her figure substantial and pleasing, 

* 

And Jiow nioe that she was able to be with our mutual friend, 
and how good to have a first hand impression of a third party, for 
with that ,in mind, we may the better understand and sympathize with 
poor Anita. Lt is enough for her to have had suoh a difficult 
background in the past dozen years. And I suppose that added to this 
is the present oiroumstanoe of her health, trying at best at the 
moment, so that the sum tofcal of both considerations are unusually 
trying, I shall be so glad to Join with you in "holding the thought". 

T ' n " 

I am glad you mentioned the letter she sent me at Christmas 
time. I have it somewhere, so carefully set aside that I cannot 
put hand .to it. I made an heroic-effort to traok-it down the 
first week in June but to no avail. I know it is safe and that 


I 
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x snail explore the matter of the Metoyer geneology, although 
I have ahout come to the oonolusion that in the end we may 
employ that with other data in a Pane ^lver hook , what with 
the "elross data beginning to bulge in spots already. 

1th the weather'delightfully cool, and oomparative 
quiet aside from little matters to attend to for the 
colored folks in soriow, I am hoping to be able to 
devote a little time to writing eaoh day this week. At 
the moment 1 am mentally floundering around regarding 
the use of "Pane River’s Children of Strangers*, whioh seems 
to be a pretty,good forward. I have marked it.up a little, 
as indicated in an earlier communication, inserting a notations 
where the M adam is to make her bow and so.forth, But in 
prying that plaoe open for an insert, I realise, too, that when 
I wrote that article, I knew nothing about "arie Theresa Metoyer, 
and therefore an opening would have to be made for her two. 

/ r r 

These considerations have led me to the conclusion that 
I may be able to let the "Children of Stranger's" article 
stand about as it is, .’ This means that I ought to write 
a separate thing, — ipore or less biographioal, about the 
two ladies. I haven t figured out exaotly how this would fit 
in, if the article mentioned above is used in the beginning, 
hut 1 11 figure that out alright. As I see the thing taking 
shape, it occurs to me that the original intention to put 

< will have to be altered, 
igers artiole, the book should 
;u»es, eto,, and all about 
ito., letters and all, and 
ible, put jFaooa and the 
: Photographically, the 
will balanoe very neatly with 
house, and so perhaps the thing 
arrangement, even though 


any moment I am likely to disoover it, and when i do, I shall send it 
along as you Buggest. It is high time I dropped her a note, - 
only I hope 1 oan find the paper in question, so carefully preserved, 
before actually take Underwood in hand. 

Isn't it interesting to have news directly from beyond the 
Iron Curtain, Surely this seems to confirm all the horrors of what 
every report seems to state or imply. I suppose, as you suggest, 
it is the yonger generation that is being oonoentrated upon by 
Uncle Joe , *and the fanatiaisra accordingly is likely to reach 
the same pitoh it did under the Raai's Sometimes it would seem 
as though such a program would inevitably lead to the same oonolusion 
so far as peace is concerned. -°ut of course there are many elements 
in the present stew that differ from’the other, and may the present 
one be less potent 

o i. . «3- , * 

, * I 10 l 0arn that you were able to disoover a notation 

about the Wil liam s oio^r aphy of "me. de Pompadour. And how 
pleasant is the thought we may TuriTthr ough 'acouple of chapters joinl 

° n t 5® t ® r i ace at Arenbourg. W is the pleasantest 
prospect oan contemplate. * 

And how splendidly thoughtful 
to refer to the Landsford l etter. 

I have the original in my file 
on the morrow when I propose t. „„ 
and Son portrait and that of Grandpere, 
there was something about that 
the.one who did Grandpere, I 

1 be able to * ut ~ sii;\nTtV 

° Ut t0 b0 su 6'Sestively elusive, asAnita's, 
oonBult you on a poiAt or two. In the mean time, my 
blessings on you for having so thoughtfully reassured me/ 

For no good reason,<1 must have negleoted to wind my olook at 
tne accustomed hour last night with the result that the last two 

Sf *eSl“2 ed JV*’ * P0inted t0 16 mina ^es lit ore tie ° 

80hedulQd to SO on the air. Accordingly 

nnrt *S! d oW? thi + ^yp® writ 0r to the radio, as between this paragraph 
and the above, oatohing only the last two numbers, - The Rew World P 
Symphony and that Perpetual Motion thing of J Strauss t nm 
sure that either composition is a favO?i?e of mSe but tleTvT. 
rendered so raagnifLoiently that I loved them regardless. Surely 

that program is nm nf t.Vio _ t * oureiy 


you are in being ab.le 
id it, I believe 
and I shall have to hunt it up 
do some work on both the Father 
and, if memory serves, 
artist in the same letter, too, - 
shall consult my file tomorrow, and 

but 

then I 


open with the big house, - muoh pi 
the Madam, her various activities, 
then, reversing the ohronologioal 
Afrioan house at Ythe end‘of the bo 
photographs, numerically, of Yucca 
the number of photographs of the b: 
will tip the scales ni'oely in suoh a 
the story mores backward pictorially 

My thought 1 b 'that probably the Editor, will feel the average 
reader will be interested in the big house and its mistress first 
nil, and therefore the ante bellum building with its pre** 
ponderanae of data' will' demand first plaoe. 

s On reoeipt of the enclosures from Misenthusiasm, I tried to 
reaoh her by telephone bu failed. shall establish oontaot with 
Her in the morning, forbiding her to-use any photographs of 
portraits without my express consent.' I shall use her photographer 
t is coming 8unday for a couple of shots of the big house, - 
Btove a& d adjoining desk oarrying the books 
the adam read curing her last year, the mantle pieoe in the dining 

°v n I :r ?' V i? e by so » e meanB to oatoh the white marble slab 
in the briok floor, - "Melrose, 1832. 

' * - *> 

out enoha nted to know "Ravaged Grandpere oame 

nioely. Isn^t all this fun, even though it is ha?d work^on 

P°cr v- . 
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cecr 



Regarding omission of "Olive operation" t - you did right. 

Regarding Parrish letter referring to Peterson: - your 
handling of the matter is perfeat, and the reoonstroted 
sentence spelndid. 

Regading any mention of Sister: - 1 agiee wholly with you, - 
it is alright to let her name appear when it does so in an 
unimportant, or passing fashion, 

0 • i- t 

... Tuesday, September 5th, 1960. 


Memorandum: ( 

f t *** t 

Forgive the rather ourious'way I have tossed the above 
notations into this letter. As I read your letter of 
Wednesday, last past, it seemed to me I might well make 
the notations as 1 proaeeded so that I might be sure not to 
forget to mention any of them. 

iSvery suggestion you make meets with my heartiest approval, 

And may I hasten to say how grateful 1 am*to you for your 
nobility-in handling these matters so adroitly. In regard 
to any referenoe to’Sister, I reokon it would be a good idea 
if her name oan appear at least onoe, 

, And may I rush on to tell you how much I am touohed by 
your note of Thursday, oomfng to hand in the same post, - 
written On receipt'Of my note indicating 1'might skip to 
Alexandria for a day or two. Fortunately I seen! to have 
, ridden out that storm. I assume the influenza or whatever, while 
seemingly pretty evenly spread throughout ray system, did tend 
to center .a bit in the kidneys. At any rate, the urine seemed 
hot-hot and carried a oloudy appearanoe. I was foroed to 
flatten out for -several days which tended to oorreot everything, 
but I am taking a penicillin shot, - the Dord knoww how that is 
spelled, - just to be sure whatever lingers on of the oold is 
therebye thoroughly erradloated. My temperature seems to have 
disappeared almost completely, too, but just to dispose of the 
whole business, I shall take a shot or two regardless. In the 
mean time, I now seem back on my feet alright and have no doubt 
I shall oontinue to forge ahead from here onward. 

And thanks, too, for fixing up the J?arrish letter so skilfully. 

I shall write Georgetown tonight, asking permission to use the 
letter, and I have no dou t it will be readily granted. 

Two or three.unexpected "jam-ups" ooming a < out mail 
time prevented me from sending-the Rand letters.' Ihey will go 
forward shortly. Sam Peace's mother, —Aunt'Maiins, died this 
morning, and two or three unexpected requests for moral support 
had to take preoedenoe over my normal routine. 





c 


Wednesday, September 6th, 1960. 


Memorandum: 

I shall not oover h^lff 
elegant letter of Saturday, 
points, I shall not recall 

My thanks, billions of them, for all the most interesting 
observations you have to make on a whole flock of subjects. But 
before going into any of them individually, let me hasten to 
make this suggestions: « 

If t you are not too greatly inoonvenienoed by keeping them to 
hand, wouldn't it be wise for .you to keep all illustrations. and 
anything we might possibly want photostated , together with *alL_ 

'first oopiaa of the roftnu^cript , so that you may have - them conveniently 
to hand when the work gets to the point where we oan submit it to 
an agent or publisher for consideration, recommendations, etc. In 
cases where we shall want duplicate pictures, as Grandpere's ravaged self 
I should think it wise to have a couple enlargments made at a time, 
but if there seems to be one better than the other in such instances, 
you keep the better, so that, the best foot may be put forwarded when 
the material comes up for consideration. I shall be hearing from you 
xKBft regarding permission to send the end paper sketch shortly, and 
if you don't mind having it along with the other plunger, it would be 
nice to know it is all together in your folio. 

I am entranced with youJifascinating aoeount of the 1864 letters. 

I shall see someone on the morrow, —one of the Llorenzs, who will be 
$ble to tell'me if Clement Diorenz was a mulatto,'-*thus seeming to 
determine the racial status of the writer of the letter, I was 
delighted over "fame" for "fqmme" and "Yan Key" for-Yankee. And 
as I red your reference, to his herse, ^-spelled "euoher" or some such, 

I found myself wondering if this oould be some of the same phonetio 
spelling of the writer's individual way of spelling "Yucoa" which 
might have been given the horse for-a .riarfie, beoause ef origin. 

I didn't know about the Dominique Mqtoyer photo of the pioture in oi. 
A Dominique .-owned Arenboug aF~ one tibia. ‘Mfhppps we ought to be 
particularly interested in him, -and where do you suppose that 
portrait is now and did you say it was dated 1836. 

The portrait of G randpere's wife, taken when leaning up 
against the bars at the window of my bedroom giving on the 
front gallery, has nioe coloring but is pretty faded.— I meant to 
say, too, regarding getting the boy out of what I take to be a oon- 


fJV 

I want to in this note, - for your 
last past, brings up so many interesting 
all of them at a single sitting. 


I 
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oentration oamp, that local mulattoes belonged the the Parish Guard, 
a quasi military-civil organization, set up in some Southern States, 
perhaps all, to safeguard the community, often functioning in both a 
judicial and executive oapaoity, with power of life and death in 
their hands. Miss HeJ-lie^s papa was one in Adams u ounty, and perhaps 
Clement llorenz was one along this bend of the river. 

As regards the piotures sent by Rudolph, I agree with them that 
only the one of the Madam at the loom is of interest to us for the 
present purpose and I believe we should have a glossy print made of 
it. And that makes me confess I never did understand why all 
pictures for reproduction have to be glossy but so it seems to be, 

t t 

I agree with you that it would be a good idea to include the quilts 
in oxie form or another. -They give eraphafeis to the domestic (feminine) 
inte sts in a volume dealing quite a lot with lass "needle and thread" 
business. Mite you, I oan't think, how these oould best be oontrived for 
inclusion. * had hoped all piotures might be full page, but in this 
instanoe, perhaps a flock of them oould be oompressed on to a single 
sheet and be the more striking for their concentration and the pattern 
they might make by being joined. If, on the other hand, you think the 
photographs of one or two of them, if possible with the ^acbam appearing 
them, are of sufficient artistio merit or domestic suggestion, then 
they, too, might be 'rated a whole, page each. It is such details, of 
course, that will be helpful when we oan find out if suoh illustrations 
are going to be alright ,so far as production cost of the book is 
cohoerrfed. 


Wednesday, September 6th, 1960 
later. 


Memorandum: * * 

Of course I negleoted to respond to your excellent suggestion 
regarding the inclusion of .Josephine Monette i n the Sorapbook. 

I should imagine the picture you mention of her with some 
of her ohildren would be splendid. As we shall mention the 
three phases of Yuooa, —oolonial residence, slave hospital and 
restored residence, it might be nioe to inolude two piotures of 
YHoda, „_one suggesting its oolonial and contemporary appearanoe, 
and a second pioture of it during its middle period, —if you 
think the oil painting you have would suitably photograph for suoh 
a purpose. It was during its middle period, as you know, that 
Josephine raised her broood, —9 children in all, I believe, occupy¬ 
ing that seotion of Yuooa which is now my bath room. At the 
time she was living in that room. Uncle Israel and Aunt Jajqe 
were oooupying what is 'now rdy boudoir. You mentioned a 
pioture of Uncle Israel. If you think it would reproduce nicely, 
we might inolude it, too. And if the bell shows, I oan tell the 
tale of how Aunt u ammie fed him with her own hand during his 
latter years and ginned up his. jaww with her gold breast pin when 
he died, __the whole Josephine - Israel business being grouped 
under Yuooa m its middle period. 

If I remember oorreotly, the earlier snapshot of Josephine whioh 
you have, is more or less a mother and ohild picture with nothing 
suggestive of plantation about it. I take it this one you just 
mentioned, - the one with the 4‘ohildren, may be more plantation-1sh, 
I leave it to your good judegemnt to deoide, 

• In the matter of .reproducing your oil of Yuooa. I leave 
that to your fe ood judgement also, for you oan readily determine if 
it will look quite different when reduoed to blaok and white, — 
different, that is to say, from the photo we shall probably use of 
Yuooa, taken from the opposite side of the house. Off hand, I should 
imagine the difference might be strikingly different and interesting, 
but there is no need of going to great trouble about including it, 
if you feel it wouldn't photograph very well, 

I ibi n i 


Perhaps the ^enry Tyler letter should be included to suggest the 
range of the Madam s correspondence. It was, for ^nry Jyle that the 
Madam asked you to-buy hpr an inexpensive edition of "Gone w ith The "ind 
He died last year, - •• 

I has interrupted toward the bottom of the last page, and may 
have put in a line or two in the final paragraph having no relation 
to what went before, I intended saying that I had in mind using 
about 6 reproductions for the,Yuooa portrait group. The two ohildren 
of Grandpere,_-the son (1) and the dghter (1) of whose identity I 
am not certain dt the moment, and therefore without muoh comment re¬ 
garding them. But with a paragraph, a page or more about the others, — 
Grandpere, Father and Son, The Black Swan. 

• '’I ’ c 

And about Olemenoe ^don t you think ti would be wise to 
uae just two illustratidn37 —one of her sitting down painting and 
one’ of her at her "exhiblty . u r would you think a flock of piotures of 
her, —I don't think so off-hand, - as in the manner possible for the 
quilt arrangement. Am I right in thinking one excellent large illustrat 
is more striking and more interesting than a flock of little ones giving 
more details. Caroline took the ^lemenoe piotures, I believe, and we 
oan't count on *her films. Just select whioh ever you think better. 




it would be an excellent idea to quote from the 
newspaper obituary of Josephine, As I reoall.the reporter apparantly 
jotted down what I said to him over the telephone when I reported 
her death but sinoe scrapbooks, among other things, are designed 
to carry dippings, a direct quotation might seem in order from 
the press. 
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I believe-1 am acquainted with the aooo nts of Melrose 
as were written by that youth for the Tensas Gazette or whatever. 
They didn t seem suitable to me. I shall get someone to dictate 
the seotion of the article Lyle wrote giving his first impression 
of Melrose and the Madam for the Picayune. This piece is pasted 
in an old Album and, unfortunately, does not carry the name of the 
paper or the date. I figure it must have been in the Spring of 
1919. I think: the Pioayune has never been catalogued, but I 
may find some way to determine the date. 


« .. CUM ■ 

Secretary Brew tapped on ray window between this line and the 
above, having seen ray light on his way home from the honkey- 
--- tonic, I reckon, 1 had him diotate two pages of the three 
comprising the Saxon artiole on Melrose, so that with luok, I 
ought to <be able to get the third page knocked off at the 
next sitting so the same may go forward in my next. 

• ' V . , - * .-•» / ’ a kim F ,*?' % 

I want to thanks you, too, for letting me know about 
the Hweitzer vi-sit to Colorado of whloh I knew nothing, of 
course. I don't know why 1 am so delighted to know that he 
finally did make his *merioan trip,even though it was ever so 
brief. I guess the reason for my satisfaction is based on 
the fact that I hoped in the United States he might find a mani¬ 
fest tion of appreciation for all he has lived for, even as he 
appears to have found in Sweden. And what do you think of 
the man. Prom what little X know of him, I find myself refreshed 
in having run aoross another soul who is so big as to be 
concerned with humanity and not with nationality, whioh is 
always an inspiration. With so many people all wrapped up in 
what other people wear for outside garments; it is inspriing 
when one encounters a larger being devoted exclusively to 
deeper considerations, such as the heart and soul. I take 
it Albert Sohweitzer is one of these. 

Pat returned from the Rio Grande country tonight. He 
said his Mother and his new-stepfather are to live in Houston, 
where Eugenia will teaoh sohool. His step fathdr has been 
living in Vanzuela during the past couple of yeprs. Prom what 
he told Pat, the latter gathered Lemooraoy hasn t really got to 
going full tilt down that way as yet. He understood the 
turn over of the Government down there a few months bakd 
was due in large measure to oil companies operating there. 

He got the impression-most oitizens of that country felt 
more financially secure if they kept their reserves in banks 
outside the oountry. Naturally I was all ei,rs but said nothing, 
but thought of you and of your own'possible reflections on such 
matters. 


eeci 

_ • -» 

l* ; ^cJ-4mV 


|\V>'JvV>V X-t »-w -U 

• r | -.fr.-f. iC-V.) 

, i Thursday, September 7th, 1960. 

, , 

J * ^ 

Memorandum: 


I hope you wont mind if later tonight I-drop Helen a note 
in whioh, as a matter of courtesy to her, I shall give her your 
address. < 

• - • 

I shall enolose her -hilarious letter, packed with many 
points of substantial stuff. Perhaps you might read it 
at this point as it will afford you a understanding of the 

1 

Alright,-now that you have read it, —and I hope 

laughed as muoh as I did over her duok problem, let us con¬ 
sider her reference to The Houston Tost. * 

1 

I shall write her, advising that you have the manusoript 
of the Pilgrimage artiole which you will send direotly to her. 

Her address is 

1 

Mrs. Prank Baldwin, 

News - Tribune, Times * Herald, 

Waco, Texas. 


. Por I assume by the time this letter reaches you, the 

manusoript may have been returned by Coronet. 

• 

• Pat tells me Houston has a population of about 760,000 
and its Sunday edition, I assume, supplies both the urban and 
a large surrounding region, which perhaps accounts for its high 
- payments for articles, although, like Helen, I oan't imagine 
any newspaper handing out such large suras for articles. Still, 
it is possible they may pay well if they strive for particular 
slants on various subjeots. In view of of their possible 
interest in dishing up material of probable interest to 
, looal residents who may travel over Louisiana way, —and, strage 
to say, Houston people do have a oamp here on Melrose, —it might 
not be a bad idea to change the title of the artiloe fronx .. 

Spring Pilgrimage, to "Southern Pilgrimage, - on the deceiving And 


I shall write n e ien asking her, as a Texas resident, to 
oonsider this matter, and to substitue any other words or 
phrases that might seem to make the article seem a little more 
exclusively designed for Houston consumption. 

S. 

1 

1 


I 










1 



1 
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It seems to me Helen, Carolyij, Lydia and I are eventually 
going to hdve many a friendly gathering all together, and it seem 
to me, quite aside from the business to hand, the present 
matter provides an exoellent opportunity for a personal 
oontaot to be established. Again I repeat, — I hope you don't 
mind. 

I think: you will be astonished, as was I, at the surprising 
bull's eye she hit in mentioning things which might be in¬ 
cluded in the manuscript. She has seen the Smma article, but that 
is all.' When the material has ( developed a little further, 
we oan communicate with harper’s or whoever, as a try. Off hand, 

I don't .recall the Laughlin publishers of his "Ghosts Along 
the* Wss’i°ss’fp’pi . That item was certainly photographic alright. 

It i§. interesting that Carolyn recommended an agent and Helen does 
not. Frankly that is a subject I netfer felt settled about in my 
owri mind. 


Friday, September 8th, 1960 


Llemorand urns 


The postman ring twice this morning, bringing me 
your two letters of Sunday, with enclosures, together with 
several other pieces of first lcass mail. 

My secretary arrived tonight at ten minutes before 8. 

We ran through your two letters, coming to a full stop 
before taking up the enclosures and the other mail. 

Sa Majeste, avqo Mme. de Montespan, etait arrive a huit heure 
pour rester icij —ohez moi, jusquau dix heures. 

All in all, the day has been rather hurly-burly, with 
a brief sitting with Celeste and ^aaara Hegard before they 
took off for a frolio in a outh Louisiana scheduled to 
last until Monday. And then there wore pilgrims and one 
or two people to oontaot on little geneologioal points I wanted 
to clear up, and so the day played out. 

I am so anxious to get into your translations and trans¬ 
criptions of the A. S. i>upre letters. Unquestionaly they are 
from the pen of "a muratto, ftiid 1 sEall pin down the raoial thing 
shortly. All the persons named in the letters whom I know about 
are mulattoes, too. I think your conclusions regarding the 
identical nature of one named in the i>upre letter, to appear 
80 years later in the Baumgartner letter iB fascinating, and 
again I must congratulate you on your keeneas of perception 
in figuring it out. 

After doing s me work at Arenbourg, I walked over for a 
little chat with our neighbor, Alfred -Llorenz, who lives, as 
you know, just to the North of Arenbourg. He says Clement 
Llorenz was some kin of his, a gjreat unole, as he reoallB. He 
says dement's family sometime after the war moved to 
Horth .Louisiana, and he doesn't remember about Clement's death, 
but remembers the funeral of-his son, Albert Llorenz, whose 
boay was brought back to lie Brevelle for burial in 3t. Augustin's 
grave yard. Albert's funeral left a profound impression 
on our neighbor because of the difficulty the family had 
in effecting interrment. It seems Albert's body had been 
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shipped here not only in an iron ooffin hut the latter encased 
in an iron box to boot. The iron within iron, naturally 
totalled a weight that was almo t unmanageable for there was 
no available machinery to hoist the burden, and it was almost 
impossible for enough men to get within reaah of the thing so 
that all could lay hold on it at the same time, ^y taking down 
a portion of the oemetary fence and baoking the truok into 
the graveyard at a point not too far from the prepared grave, 
the huge metal mass was somehow pushed down a wooden ramp 
especially ooristruoted from the end of the truok to the 
grave, and trus was burial eventually effeoted. So muoh 
for the end of Albert, son of dement, and while it' has nothing 
to do with the 1864 lettep, I pass it along regardless, 
thinking yo^ would find it interesting, as do I. 

^ith researoh apd conversations with people knowing 
something of the doings in Civil War times, I*try to 
re-oapture custom and praotioe obtaining at the time to 
account for $he presence of A. S. bupre and his associates in 
the Alexandria area. Uo one seems to have heard of planters 
being impressed or is it empressed into labor gangs, and yet 
,off hand the .letter seems to suggest,suoh was the situation 
in his own case, ihe "Yan Keys marched along Cane ^iver 
in the Spring and as these letters date from September, one 
m ght assume the summer had been spent at enforoed labor. 

That this one or that were employed on a boat would suggest they 
were also working under Federal supervision, either in 
transporting supplies from down the river, possibly Hew Orleans 
or perhaps engaged in working on making a ohennel ust to 

of Alexandria where the rapids which give the parish 
of Kapides it name, tended ,to discourage shipping at suoh 
times of the year as the river was touching a seasonal low. 

July. August and September ware usually the months when 
Hed *iver reaohed its lowest ebb before the autumnal rains 
provided sufficient draft for the larger vessels to carry away 
to ootton. I shall be glad when on the morrow I oan run 
through these letters again and keep an eye open for some 
tell tale word or phrase that may throw some light on the matter. 

And thanks no end for giving me the splendid quotations 
covering ^leipenoe. "Painting by heart" is such a lovely 
and original phrase* we petainly must^get in in somehow. 

I haven t had an opportunity to run through the Bosenwald 
oorrespendenoe covering the same subjeot, but shall druing 
the next day or t so. 

•^ome small proof prints of photos taken a couple of 
weeks back came to hand today without comment. They are all 
unsatisfactory, and so I shall try again on Sunday, hoping 
against hope that fi elen may come before too long and take some 
really good ones for us. And now must b fold for the 
moment. 
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Sunday, September 10th, 1960. 


Memorandum: 

“ t '** 1 a - . 

This Memo isn't going to be any good, and you will miss 
nothing if you toss it into the trash slap off. 

Physioally 1 am feeling fine, but the week end has been 
so busy with matters of no consequence that I am already 
wool gathering before beginning our little chat. 

Yesterday was sufficiently long in itself, not so much at 
the end as the beginning., At 3:46 someone tapped on my door, — 

Sa M ajeste. It seems ^me. de ^ontespan had left her porte-monnaie 
on my sofa the night before and oar keys were needed. Sa ^ajeste 
was gay.ly ruffled. So waB 1 but my merriment got the better of 
me, and ijilthogh I tried folding up my beard after his departure, 

I couldn t sleep and so decided to be-sitr myself regardless. 

This morning 1 had pilgrims and all afternoon that scatter-brained 
Holloman worn n and a photographer. ' I think I got a few piotures 
for our Scrapbook, —but of such things, one never knows, of course, 
until the proofs appear. 

• v k. L 1 1* r f 

By going to bed early Saturday night, * did get some reading 
done, finishing that Qivil n ar thing, — "Woman rt ith a Sword " 
whioh blandly makes that struggle's sue essfuly oonolusion Hinge ex¬ 
clusively on the doings of one little lady, called Miss Carroll of 
Maryland. the end the hewe doesn fl t get the heroine, which may 
ao.ount for'the movies not having dofie the thing as yet, although 
in th® past movie magnates have been none to alter the last pige of 
one story to please their patrons, so perhaps that isn't the reason 
for the Sword “ady not fliokiring on the films. Then, too, it may 
be that after "Gone With the'^ind" the movie makers are in a mind 
to k put on another costume picture this soon, for costume 
pictuoes have vogues, as 1 understand it, and only appear 
every so often when everybody then makes nothing"else but. 

hext I am having*a go at a thing called "Great Teachers" . and 
from the names rattled off in the Table of Contents, 1 don toseemtoo 
have heard of half of them, even though t^e^first two are familiar, - 
John Stuart bills' papa and little ^iss ullivan who made life 
worth living for a elen teller. u f the doBens of teacher I had 
tq weather from ohildhood to maturity in a whole variety 4f institution! 
I h oan think of but one or two who were any good so far as beating 
somthing into my head was concerned, and I guess if T ever did learn 

anything at all, it was more in spite of so-oalled teachers than because 

ox oiiQni* * -i 






I 
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Monday, September 11th, 1950 


I wonder if you chanced to hear the U.S. 3. program tonigl 
"Edward, My Son" with Oharles ^aughton and la belle Russel. Li 
anything George-Arli^s touohed-, so anything “*r. Laughton inter] 
delights me. I hadn t heard until announced on the program 
that 0. ■ b aughton is going on or resuming a tour which, I gathe: 
is a one*man show, perhaps in dialogues not unlike the one-man 
ing show of Chevalier which you saw a year or so back. I belie 
the announcer said it is oalled; "An Evening With Laughton", - 
and naturally * thought of you and felt sure you would relish 
an evening with Laughton, should he make his bow in Manhattan. 

Returning momentarily to today's photographic business, 

I want to let you know what items we struck: 

t 

The franklin Stove in the Madam's room 

The fireplace in the Winter dining room, taking in, I hope, 
the marble slab, - "Melrose 1833". 

The Lafayette Apron 

In the African nouse, L 0 g standing before the portrait of Smma 
The Yucca sundial 


Memorandum: 

As there was no first class mail on Saturday, today's 
cup was brimming, and best of all, your letters of Tuesday and 
Wednesday, both safe to hand. ' 9//7JV 


I have had two successive sittings with two successive 
secretaries, "for it never rains but it tfours", and I should have 
been jus as happy to have but one secretary to read your two 
letters, but since things shaped up differently, I ran through 
several other items as well, and left the balance for another 
day, although those from a single source would have been sufficient 

so shall plunge' into whatever comes to'mind as 
mentioned in-your two letters, as soon as I express my appreciation 
to you for. acquainting me so metioulously about the contents of 
the scrapbook contents. 

first off, “‘ary Bell Modeller, daughter of a former Mayor 
of Shreveport, is dead, so we don't have to get her permission 
to use anything she wrote, and 1 guess the Picayune copyright 
must be run out by now, * shall ask about that. But don't 
you think her article pounds good, perhaps following a page or 
two after that of I'yle s first impression of the plaoe, as 

Or would the other artiole 


TheBidet, showing its 3 parts, standing before the Louisiana map 
The Robert McAlpin cotton stencil. 

If the photographic work on the latter comes out well, I 
think the lattbr composition ought to be quite interesting. 

I pasted white paper on the baak.of the oopper stenoil, thus 
bringing out the cut out lettering in strong relief. I placed 
the stencil itself in a horizontal position, resting on a white 
cabinet against the paneling in the living room here at Yucca. 

I gathered 1 some cotton bolls, some open, some closed, leaving them 
on the stems, and these I placed to the left of the stenoil and 
above it. While to the right I stood the doil, representing a colored 
preaoher. The Robert McAlpin- s imon Legree stenohil with a figurine 
suggesting Uncle A om, plus the cotton bolls to remind one of the use 
for which the stehoil was contrived, —all seems to me more or less 
harmonious as-to subject matter, and, I hope, will embrace something 
more as a picture than the mere reproduction of the flat metallic 
pieoe of ante bellum plantation gear. 

I have thought of you so frequently this week end, hoping 
you weren't too jammed up with people and outside goings-on, 
and that you got a little measure of relaxation all for you.... 


forwarded to you about^last Thursday, 
you mentioned by some man whose name eludes me be better for 
giving'a somewhat,detailed report of the plaoe, as the logical 
follow up of Lyle s article. 

° _ ' 

Lyle's artiole which 1 had dictated to me didn t sound exaotly 
as I remember it, but it still seems to me to be go8d for giving 
an impression of the place and the aotivitiy of the ^adam. 

t 

And while I think of it, Jjhe sketch of Madame ..ubin Roque 
that seems to be signed "I, 3. was not*, as you naturally 
assumed, by little Mias Irma Sp Willard, but rather by the pen of 
none other than Lyle himself, —at least that is what the 
Madam toibd me. 


My only reason for assuming there was a picture of the 
Madam cutting cannas in the scrapbook was due to a statement by 
Sister last week who offered to go to the back gallery and 
produce it for me from said volume, but I got her off that track 
easily enough. She probably' had the picture oonfuBed with some 
other. 
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I have noted your request to hold up shipment of stuff 

• for a while until half of South “merioa gets put. I haven't 
muohuto send at the moment and shall be glad of the interim 
when 1 oan add the new piotures which have just been taken and 
which oan be sent along in the same batoh. There will be 
two pictures whioh Marion Post took for the department of 

, Agriculture which I sl^all also send at the same time I send 
Nina's sketoh of the °hapel interior. These photgraphs, taken 
in 1940, are of the wash house, fortunately with olothes on the 
line, and a wonderful portrait of Joe Roque, Celine's husband, 
the latter to be used as an example of a splendid mulatto type. 
These pictures, quite the contrary to our usual problem, are 
rather over sized than under, and will requi're reduoing. But 
we oan insert them with our illustrations, if you think best, 
awqiting decisions by the publisher, ^nder sized piotures 
too often fail to convey prosper impressions, I think, while 
oversized ones will balance the scales in the opposi'de direction, 

I hope. These two photgraphs, - glossy, are perhaps 18 inches by 

24 inches, or some suoh and are really remarkably fine. 

( 

I pause momentarily to glance at my clock and dete mine 
if it is running, for 1 don't want to oheat myself on the 
First Piano Quartet the way-I did last week, —but 1 still have 
ample time, *> ' 

t * 

■That Harold Case number and the bag you mentioned describing 
Lyle, pi;s his 180 pounds are both sights. And the history of 
Yucda as revealed by ^r. Case refleots Just about what 
one might expeot, for you know Lyle lived and died and most of 
the living Renrys still exist, even as did the Madam until 
T had done some researoh on my own hook, —to wit, that 
they were* satisfied to let Yucoa drift along as a former slave 
hospital, none of them ever gushing baok the pages of history to 
determine that originally it was the oolonial residence before it 
was a slave hospital, it is true, of course, that onoe or twice, 
perhaps in the Revolution and perhaps in 1870, Versailles was 

• a veteran's hospital, but wouldn t it seem odd if the world were 

oontent to palm the plaoe off as°a former hospital, and just 

let it go at that. * 

, .. . 

I guess i had better get nelen to "strike" a ploture of 
the famous table cloth when 'she comes, for that seems to have 
figured in so many things written about the* plaoe that an 
ill'.stration might be in order. 

I'm alright and thank you for your recommendations regarding 
an outing I 8haJ,l take the suggestion under advisement, which 
means ev&ntually of course. More on the morrow and may you, too, 
be able to tune in on the Siartet without too many disoordant notes 
flying about...... 


Tuesday, September ]£th, 1960. 


Memorandum: l ' ' 

A second time this week, the postman rang twice, dnd'thanks 
billions for your grand letters of Wednesday and ‘-Thursday last 
past, the air mail and the regular one arriving at the same 
. time. 

I sincerely appreciate your kindness in,sharing the 
details concerning the mental problem with me. On the i.asis of 
the wife's letter, and; if needed, an additional deposition from 
the sister, I should think, ought to make veteran aid readily 
available. Without knowing anything about Governement red tape, 
my guess is that application should be instituted by the wife to the 
veteran-organization nearest Illion. Vaguely it seems to me there 
is a veteran's hospital in the Elmira area, and perhaps that 
. institution could be made use of in the present case, so that 

comparative proximity of the family oould be effected, for visiting, 
eta., although x believe during the early period of mental treatment, 
visiting by members of the family is discouraged. I suppose 
Ilion is 75 or 100 miles South or rather North of Elmira which would 
make it comparatively easy, I suppose, for the wife to establish 
contaot with that plaoe. It would seem to me oiroumstanoes*are 
now shaping up so that something positive may be undertaken, and 
for everyone's sake, and particularly W. himself, his sister and 
wife, may shortly experience the relief from worry that should go 
along with a successful effort to get everything headed down the 
right furough on the way baok to restore health and happiness. <1 
.shall oontinue to "hold the thought and shall be genuinely interested 
to learn how things turn. 9 

* •* “ 

And thanks billions for all details regarding the Ebony business. 
Off hand, I should love to know if Ebony and Negro Digest are 
publications honestly devoted to the welfare of and improvement of 
racial relations, as some negro newspapers must be, although some 
do exist, I am told', in one case of whioh * have been told, where 
the negro part- is merely a faoade set up by and behind whioh certain 
Merchants of V Qn i 0 e" operate with a view of fishing profitably in 
raoial waters they wilfully muddy for greater oiroulation and higher 
accompanying advertising rate*. But that is merely an idle wish that 
one dreams of but never realized. 

I think your‘suggestion fine regarding the possible use of 
the Bosenwald p ros peotus as the'basis of an artiole. I think 
I oouio. .get LrT'XhTpmeyer to read the thing to me some Thursday 
morning and, as a result, 1 might by some miracle do some patching 
to the thing to bring it up to publication standards. There 
is but one fly in this ointment, —the faot that “‘rs. Holoman 
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had in mind to do some kind of a Cane "iver thing for the publication, 
and it was regarding that that she wrote that letter in whioh she 
bounaed me forth in suoh <an extraordinary fashion. 

dither accompanying this letter or shortly, I shall pen a 
rought draft for your inspection, addressed to the individual who 
signed the ^oloman letter, —I suppose I sent a oopy of that communication 
to you. l shall state a couple of things quite frankly, assume 
the publisher of no wish on my part'to enfringe on M rs. Holoman's 
provinoe, but setting forth the oiroumstanoes surrounding her flyer 
into the Cane iver oo ntry and my own acquaintance with thq same. 

I think the portrait in whioh I appear with Grandpere might be 
used readily enough, the one in whioh I am standing along side. 

S0e n Q f* * Q P*°fuotion of this, I am sure, as .it appeared 
in the Miss Gamraie Still Dives At Melrsod" artiole whioh she^ 
sent them. « * 

rae ^ J too f t « at lf the Houston Post might be 
interested in Cane River s Ohildren of Strangers", too, and if not, 
it might be submitted -to the Ebony-Digest outfit for consideration. 

haniri advent of the °°Py of Ebony you mentioned as 

bening on the way. As you so neatly pointed out. that paragraph 

y ?L q 2° t i a ° er ?5 i ? ly bounoQS ela P into my boudoir. But who in 
J£ e !J ld oould ba T e contrived suoh a thing. I can't believe 
Mrs. Hoioman would do so, but one never knows. And while I think 
?vL U i h ® ha8 _ alr8ad y written Hegro Digest, asking they give her 
the pen name, "Agnes Riaharde" for anything they publish by her. 
noRitT™ t0 gr9a ^ len Sth to explain she oooupies a prominent, sooial 

secret I kno^n* 0 ™®* Wl® 5 her id0ntit y regarding raoial matters 
t *!!!?•« 1 know of no exalted social position she oooupies and 
l, for one, aon t have to oonoeal my interest in raoial relations. 

Hifost-Hbony business should 'turn out satisfactory, there 
J ^ n tio19 wr J: ttan about the annual pilgrimages made by people 
unusSal 1 should imagine suoh an article might be of 

B i t0 r0aders °* the digest, and would probably end up, 
d f by no ®? d of visitors of oolor, sinoe, so far, there P 

operated ^ ot 5 er , than Melros0 » Privately, owAed and 

dfnn tf'nl J? a J permit people of color to make tours. I might 
drop ti.at hint in ray letter to the Digest when I write. 

t v Y °ujnention the Rand letters as not having arrived as vet 
“ft!? t Jorwarlel them up to now,-but s all $ so shortly, I 
Htht lUm I momentarily, thinking the gang-up of South America 

bit i than ^™f?f f0rBard i irae » to S 0 ther with a flook of photographs 
but shall any ait your nod before putting them in the mail. ’ 

«»A«+S®Jt 8 ? e 4 and * 0gard a 9 tack from their round of parties in 

South Louisiana, "bien tickle ov<* the frolic and busy as btes 

preparing parties - locally for thr balance of this week "The fialdR 
are white for the harvest" and the femail Seroes fiddle mill /..... 


eor* 
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Wednesday, Setperaber 13th,'60. 


« 





• • • • • 


t 


Memorandum: 




To hand your grand letter, together with the enclosures from 
the Memorandum. ( C\ ^ )£? ^ 

c Quut S W r - & • 

It is good to know^hofo things are shaping up in 
your nieghobrhood, even though the presenoe of house guests in 
the offing, plus the inevitable stepping up of the.business whirl 
inaicates busy-busy days ahead. 


t , k V 1 • ■ - 

May the week end, as half anticipated, turn out to be 
comparatively restful, and almost any ohange, following the 
days prior to the opening of school, eto., will seem novel and 
new,, i reckon. 


1 concur with you 100 per oent regarding the handling of 
the matter currently confronting the girl friend. It seems 
as though a golden opportunity was muffed. Surely some kind of 
settlement of the impending problem should be undertaken without 
delay, and it does seem as though joint action on the part of 

sister and wife might be the most effective 

• 4 ' , 

In all this hurly-bUfly, I hope you grab off every moment of 
relaxation-you can, if, indded, any at all are within your grasp. 

I shall understand perfectly if vast silenoes develops from Manhattan, 
and I pray you not to undertake correspondence until things get 
a littie more ship-shape once more. 

Under separate oover I am sneding what came from Robina today. 
Erora what she writes, I gather you and she conour in what should 
have been taken out of the Diary. You wi 1 use your own judgement 
in accepting all or in pdrt as to her suggestions, regarding 
the elimination of any words or phrases. You and D-agree, for example 
that in the case of the names of the singers, all should be left in. 

I don't know how I never chanced to mention to Robina that you 
were copying the Mfary, perhaps because I avoided ever mention¬ 
ing the ^iary to her until comparatively recently, and when I 
,did so, A merely said that * was thinking of including it in 
the Sorapbook. It seems odd it doesn't seem to have occured 
to her that having the item in her possession for editing, it 
afforded an excellent opportunity to doing some of the transoription 

,0.i « c 


I 
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she has several times kindly offered to do. I reokon her reoent 
spurt in turning out greater volumes of day-to-day business items 
eliminated consideration or thought of less subtle ohores. 

And with Hobina's material, I am enolosing a letter from 
iELS^japore, together with a couple of letter from the Madam 
to her. I haven't had an opportunity to read the Madam's 
letters, but assume from their length, they aren't muoh. I 
shall write "urs. oore tonight, asking her to run through 
s me of the other-letters-she has to see if she oan stumble over 
some reference to the history of Natchez'or some of its old 
houses or families or some suah, reoommending that she eliminate 
any references that would not seem to lend themselves to print. 

I think,we ought t o include one of t he'^adarn 1 s lattara to M yH . 

‘Mooie, even though it fee of scant interest, iox Mrs. “oore will 
take great pride in being represented in the collection, and as 
Town Grier for the volume as a result, will be of considerable 
effect on keeping interest bright in the book, onoe it is 
published, so far as popular demand may be oreated in any seotion of 
Mississippi where "hrs. “oore ohanoes to find herself, 

w An d mya * congratulate you on your suggestion regarding 
Melrose .Vignettes. 

I should think these might be selected from any old time, ooverine 
any period that holds anything of interest and suitable for 
giving glimpses of plantation life. Perhaps the one about 
the ^hurobL_£air, —was that 1941, - sent you a few weeks baok, 
might be edited a bit and pressed into servioe, for I think 
few people have muoh conoept of doings'by the country Gatholio 
Ghuroh as manifested by carryings-on by the nuns, etc., at this 
bend of Wine “iver, and such details might interest some readers. 

Today s post was so heavy, I didn't get an opportunity to 
run through the two sample Vignettes you attaohed to "your 
letter, but shall be able to do so'on the morrow, and 
shall report-further on the same. 

•r * 

«. .< think we have ample time to searoh for these in comparative 
leisure and to edit them properly, for in submitting the book 
for suggestions to an Editor, we oan easily include a couple of 
sample Vignettes, with a notation that so many additional pages 
in the same vein will be included in the final manusoript 
don t you think so. • * * 

. . Much more to refer to, but I had better fold this up for now 
and "oontinue-on" at tomorrow's sitting. ]) 0 , please, 

aS 9 f sil y as Possible, reserving every moment you oan 
vast y ?ho o W ? r8St and observation of good health, and the more 
vast the silence of the post becomes, the better * shall approve 


)\»> 



/■ 


Thursday, September 14th, 1960. 


Memorandum: 

Under ordinary .airoumstanoes, you should reoeive at least 
two letters in this post, the M-ary and pos ibly th e Rand l etters. 

The postman somehow got ahead of sohedule this morning and 
had n\ade his rounds an hour in advanoe. Net result, —no out-going 
mail. 

t 

Of the enclosures, you.will find the *nne Parrish one hilarious. 
Off those going into our file, I guess hers and Helen's take the onke. 

.Regarding the two letter of the Madam to “‘rs. Moore, there 1 b 
no rush about transcribing them, —if, indeed, they should turn out 
to be worth transcribing. When they are finished, however, A think 
it might not be a bad idea to return them to her., for her friend, 
Amanda Phipps had such a long wait for her. photographs, a should 
like to pake a gesture of promptness in the present inetanoe. 

• 

But there is no rush about any of this, but i raenion the matter 
so, if convenient to you, they might be returned to me in a regular 
course of correspondence, attanohed to.your letter, and i shall 
'send them off to her accordingly. 

In referring to the Parrish letter, P might remark that 
she did not return the duplicate transcript of her letter which 
- had forwarded,for hqr approval or disapproval, but as we have 

j_t i /v 1 1 q mA a a a A 


X I>u.u XUivvaxuwvA, XV* - *-~ “--ex 

the original, the duplicate will not be missed. 

I also intended saying in the letter accompanying Mrs. Brandon's 
/ letter, that if you want to paste the Brandon note regarding 
J the relationship of the rt ailes and the Carroll families in your 
oopy of a "Woman With A Sword", —and 1 don't know i*f you have a 
oopy,-- please feel quite free to do so. 

The oopy of ft~hnny came safely to hand in today's early post, 
and what with it being Knipmeyer ‘day, I-was lucky enough to get 
several items read, including the one you so thoughtfully oalled 
mv attention to. I cannot imagine how this reference got into the 
article. Perhaps it was based on "Friends of Joe Gitonore" information, 
although as I have never read that-book in its entirety, I wouldn t 
know if much is said in there about the. portraits. It 
oocured to me, after starting a letter to the publishers of 
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Ebony and The Hegro Digest that it might be just as well to look over 
tl\a Ros^nwald prospectus with a view to whipping it into shape before 
communicating with the magazines. Then, should they turn on the Green 
Light, we shall have something which can be submitted promptly, - 
which seems to ipe desireable, since too long a time lag in making 
response wouldn t be so good. I shall eventually speak of this 
matter, including the orig inal letter to the publishers, before long. 

I think we might plantation stationary for the original communication 
but should any favorable business ensue, we might handle it 
through your good offices, - assuming half of South Amerioa may have 
departed prior to that time. 

X read a page or. two last night before folding up, —from 
“Great Teachers. a rra ged by Peterson. In it I found quite a few 
failiar names, and many quite unknown. Dr. Agassiz, or however the nara» 
was spelled, has quite a space* I,t was to him that B. L. G. 

Wailes was exchanging data in ,the 1850's, following the Wailes 
publication of his Geographical History of Mississippi or whatever 
it was called. The article or chapter shortly before this one 
about the harvard sciepti-st frad to do with some Columbia teachers 
of note, apd my beard grew longer as I somehow merged the two periods 
together, recalling how B. L. C. had had much to say about Dr. A. . 
in his Diary and how I have in the past touched onsome of 
ray ancient acquaintances in the philosophical field, - Edmonds, 

Montagu, and so on. 

Oh, yes, and I ran through the t MelroseVignettes you were so 
nice as to transcribe. “I soarcely,reoognized my own child", but 
feel that they could be rigged up just a little and included in 
the Sorapbook if you feel that they m ght give a pantation-ish 
touch to the piece. ( I shall, when other mail isn't too heavy, 
ask my Secretary to run through them with me, pencil in hand, 
and by doing ( a couple of little t ings, suoh, for example, as 
changing a word here and there where the same ope has been used 
the one slap on the heels of the other, and so on. As you 
know, an interruption or some such, often breaks into my sentences, 
arid when 1 return, I don't reoall just what word I have $ used 
immediately before, — hence the unending repetlon that too frequently 
appears. ' — , 

If you weren't resting your eyes on Monday night at the dose 
of the ■“'irst Biane iluartet program, you heard them announce that 
beginnin this Friday, tl^e program will go on the air every Friday 
night at 11s30, your time, until further potioe. 

The weather heerenbouts continues favorable for .cotton pioking, 
and what with plantation people and folks from town all strumming 
on cotton stalks like,angels playing harps, the ootton continues to 
roll 


Friday, September 15th, 1950 


Memorandum: t i ’ 

‘‘hat an uriexpeoted plaisir to have the postm*trf hand me 
a anhattan letter this morning. Yours of Monday came 
safely to hand, and the surprise element was due to my 
failure to anticipate a two way conversation during such busy times 
in your immediate neighborhood. , 

v. V In sam9 post came five Photographs f rom the Alexandria 
photographer. I shall sendTKese along shortly. They are of Yucca 
the £ucca_Gallery, the boudoir dor with the m oht, gun and Audubon".’ 

the window and stairway ofthe^sj^dlfl, and ^T^iver-with-- 

£ -JtShUstlps 8teepl e__x efleoj:e d in the water, I think 
they-are goofl. 'They are 8" by 8", a rather odd size, but 

think they will be alright. The reason for two of them being 
square, - the Yucoa boudoir door and the Studio staircase - is 
because the width of eaoh is equal to the height and since there was 
a limit to the vantage p<?int from which the oamera could be plaoed 
tne proportions had to take on che squareness the prints present, 
o" 3 ;i8 ,rtn S9 . of the other three pictures, these can be re-printed in 
TO ~a if you find that adviseable. Just let me know what 
yeu think when they reaoh your true hand. So far as I can tell, howev 
they seem to be alright from a mere oasual glance. 

In reference to' your inquiry regarding the health department, 
am glad to say that l seem baok to normaloy but Dr. Kriipmeyere plans 
to bring one more rourid of penioillim nest week, —on the theory. 

* lf a llttle is good, a lot is dandy. I appreciate 

your thoughtfulness ih having returned to this subjeot and sharing 
your confidence with me in regard to your own experience. What a 
pity your attaok had to come at a time when the clouds were already so 

Sf v ppre v s iy e# ~ nd th P 8 ® W9ra the da y s before the wonder drugs, 
too, which probably meant the difficulties of contending with the 
malady were ten times as prolonged and trying. I have noted 
your recommendations regarding plenty of liquids, and these I oontinue 
to puruse, - a kind of water treatment, as it were, although the 
necessity for such seems to have long sinoe departed. My secretary 
mi«*ead the word, bringing forth the somewhat surprising' statement 
on® should consume as muoh lioquor as possible, —a recommended 
warml that S0ra80Ue like Lyle would ra0 sf certainly have approved most 


a Manhattan letter this morning. Y 0 urs of Monday a 
safely to hand, and the surprise element was due to 
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W i S2; !! 9 ? 11 enclosures, you will note that friend Postell 
G nnfl carrying on a rapid correspondence about 

to be h ° m0S and their approximate situations 

sent him - a^ ? prospective map. In yesterday's post, I 
d hat a pity you eouldn't see it, —one of ray 
inimitable maps, covering both banks of the river from the * 

?^dd B to°t a he Eo addl "8 *™ « three mOre house s%or hi. 

co aaa to the 20 odd he has already affixed, 

interest 0C ^rT t ?>,?\ t ? at v e y? ntUally thls ma P may ba of exceeding 
if"? v ’ f d i think 1 shall drop him a line tonight auge-estim? 
that by using two different colors or if that doesn't se^ ^ 
practicable, by add printing some names and writing others t'-e 
for ?? ° f ^ P^oes so named may be readily recognized -f^ed 
, nrio t f‘° se stlld standing, black for those destroyed, or’if it is 

for tinse n t a int 0 l n r ave P J inted let i er V°^ th0Se e«Kt r kS script 18 

idea. : h t haVe dis aPPeared. "on't you think, this & good 


„ ^ Ur ^ack in my mind slumbers the * possibilitv that 

“ y a Qane^iver^ook^ight be contrive^ l^gely 

splendid*'hUth ««* &T ^ nat WQ a 16 now contriving^ould be 

a ®, 811 it9m of interest to the pilgrim and 
as a record for the average reader, 

w . r u ietinguised ante bellum homes, but usually these 

lr °" 



Sunday, September 17th, 1960, 


Memorandum: 

c 

How nice to have your letter of Monday last past in 
the mail of Saturday last past* « 

t ; . . j 3 X> • * - 

• I hasten to urge you not to make a search for the 1758 
emancipation of Marie Theresa. I, too, have searohed for 
the copy of the dooument but find it not. rerhaps that 
magioai date is something I stirred up in my own mindi, confusing 
the transfer of slaves, among whi-ch, she was one, with the date 
of her freedom papers. Were we doing a history, factual and 
iron-clad, the precise moment of her emancipation might of 
course be imperative. But as our ourrent opus is primarily 

a piotorial and word picture of a place and a couple of 
personalities, and not a source book, we can readily cover the 
Marie Therese matter by merely througing in some such phrase as; 

"Marie Therese first appears in the Louisiana colonial records 
when she is listed in the transfer of slaves, as covered by the 
will of the widow of St. iienis or whoever in 1758, and 
her nextxalix ahpearance is set down in property transfers and 
the birth records of her children........or some such. 

We oan sprinkle,in another few dates further along- when 
we get to'the purchase she made of he* daughter for ^00.00 

• and her grandson, Joseph, of whioh we have data to hand. 

« ‘ * y t 

The enclosure from ijeborah sounds alright, and so we shall 
have one statement about books from the Louisiana State Librarian 
whether la belle Wagner comes aroorss with a different type of the 
same subjeot, and I have written "rs. Wagner a prodding letter, and 
proba ly we shall have a tome from her eventually. Leoborah s 
reference to 3am Jones stems from what 1 remarked in my letter to 
£ s sae Mae regarding the bouquets tossed in 'her direction by 
Sam Jones the other night over the radio, and how he sang her 
praises and those of the bookmobile ,i — a tune that sounded so 
startlingly different from his attitude of a few years back when, 
as Governor, he aame within a inch of vetoing all funds of 
the library Joramission and, declared at the time he had never 
even heard of the bookmobile. 

Under separate cover, and within the next day or two, some 
photographs will go forward for your consideration,'- and, I 
hope, delectation. To eaoh I am attaehing*a-few particulars about 
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each, but 


tre^re^dmAhf^V* s $ eaki ^» 1 find m yself somewhat up a 
® o ^ b ? rdin f 4 . t ^ 0 nuraber °f words accompanying eaoh. Per aos 

?° d0Qld ’ between us just how the publisher will 
be persuaded to treat this material, puoiisner will 


Monday, September 18th, 1960 


h« Anti L 0 ?7if iOn J h ! handling of this matter, it might 
be done in either of two ways: - to wit 

p I 9fe fL ed ‘ ful1 pa S® reproduotion slap to the edge 
°^ t ^ Q J pa ® 0 * bhe oaption ooverlng eaoh illustration nn 
adjoining page, facing tha picture, if this is aLt J £ 
picture will require rather more data than I have set forth, 


Memorandum; 

It's humid and a bit hazy tonight, following a little shower 
this afternoon, but a blur in the western sky indicates the new 
moon is up and doing as locally Summer sails languidly ahead with 
no apparent thought of a possible impending Autumn. I might 
say the same thing for the fine banana plants along the front gallerv 
too, for a couple of them quite unexpectedly startld putSS out 
fine blossoms this morning, just as though a frost is^ever 8 
to be considered-before mid November before the little bananas have 
much to offer by way of growth. ' 

t o O » W ?i 1, 3 S °/ t ^ S00S, J , and 1 guess 1 fail0d bo mentioned yesterday that 
2 uests t that a i d didn T + a ^f? W minutes, but, as usual, they had so many 
\ J - I did ? b get ^ opportunity to talk much with them. And 
the pictures ^r. Rand took several weeks ago for me - of the little 
cannon, the weaving fcouse and so on. ..noJS of°thSZi m?Ls were 
mentioned either, although there was talk about having- movies at 

t Gamp nex J ; e ! k 0nd ’ '“ raovies of bhe August baptism’s, 

aooompanled by sound recordings made while those religious 

!S f!«!t«! 0fr9 T SOln f ° n ; No ® onder studies of ot^non and log houses 
are forgoteen, I reckon I would, too, were I fiddling with a b 

Wit h sound, --but I’m hot. *nd so ± reokol ? shall have 
to entioe an Alexandria photographer up this-way again as soon as 

X 0 cili • 

I A reeK^ a tif 8 ° f pdGtures? 1 got a few off to you this. morning, 
and i reckon they may have reached you already or may perhaps take 
an extra day to reaoh your true hand. y P P 0 

You will readily recognize those of reoent vintage, and I shall 
be interested to have your candid opinion as to their merits for tho 

, S ^ di f^ d J5® L S l£ bla » a pp ! ar comparatively faint as contrasted 
,l ema ! They W0re baken years baok before the 
present horticultural screen had about completely blotted them out 

fjL a L! h ^°S“ Qra l0 nse goes. As a record, they are of value, and 
a ! evidence of the remarkable accumulation of buildings in the gardens 
of Melrose, they may have their plaoe ‘in our volume. But perhaps 
we shall have to await final gathering together of gj.1 the P other illusti 
tions before we decide to use these or not. 

• 

18 s °m®bhing extraordinary about the contrast between 
the prosaic appearance of The *tudio as a building and the strikinglv 

be & brought^out 1 ^!^^^ 111 ! P tai ^ Gase » b ?t if y 0u think that contrast oaLot 

m WlU l0Sl ’ Ulte fra8 diso “ 4 


•r‘““ luo vaiue or each illustration is lessened 

f U tag b end 1 2Jnf l * Wh ° le * pag ® v, ' iith not hing more than 
f tag end sentences appearing at the bottom of the page. 

^ t +v, ray 4 » ld ? a would b ® preferably for full page illustrati nns 
on the faoing page. But if this doesn't seem feasible W 

m^o.v!+ GOram ^? half pag ® Pi°bure, half page text. What ' 
ought on this matter. You oan judge better of 

fc ^®. 8t f g ® of bhe game, for if quite a lot of data is 

kt ?- 

8 P eakdn * °f bhe "oblnsky data cov- 
atem toches arohives. Brace . voursblf ami-'vibf t 

th.t Should the’-ieixosi Capbi^ffo^i at 1 “ 

seems to me a Gane River pictorial-historic item miaht 

uuving wnere ever possible the word ^elrose, don't 
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J touched on the matter of the oaptions in yesterday's letter. 

You will have already noticed I attaohad these to the pictures, 
more for your own consideration of the subject matter and as a tenta¬ 
tive statement for eaoh illustration than with a view to anything 
that would not stand a heap of editing. Perhaps the flock, of 
names of artists I included in the caption of the Artist's Corner 
seemed muoh too much. Except for *ddy ^uydam, however, all are living 
and it seemed to me as I jotted them down, they or their friends 
would be happy about their mention, (forgot la Le Vargas is 
dead but she has a billion kin folks around.) 

The plantation stationary was tossed into the package'at 

the- last moment, ^ou may have no need for it, but this seemed a 

good opportunity ttf-send it along regardless. 11 

• 

I divided ray morning between Arenbuurg and Underwood. 

The present humid period seems to be inducing growth'among both 
weeds and cultivated things, and in the latter group your -fortuni 
.continues to expand with marvelous abandon. I concentrate 
‘primarily- qnweeds now hastening to go to seed, with gre?iter sense than 
the bananas at first thought, but on seoond pondering, perhaps 
the banana, too, is impelled by the same impulse. I concentrated 
pretty much today on a flook of broom that somehow or other got 
started in the neighborhood of the elephant traps. It is said that 
T. Jefferson, ^squire, of “ l ontioello, Imported the first boom from 
Scotland, but that importation^ I, fear,„.so far as I am concerned 
turned out to be of dubious* delight. 

*nd skipping from boom to henry Tyler, which is really quite a 
jump,-i really must congratulate you On having selected that letter 
from his pen, to be inoluded in the Letters Miss Oammie Liked to 
Reoeive. * think it wonderfully typioal of letters in general penned 
with difficulty by our friends in the Tyler bracket of learning, and 
it seeing to me it adds just the proper note, especially when sandwiched 
in between a couple examples of greater literary facility. 

Currently I am threading my way most cautiously along a painfully 
contrived statement of glimpse-giving paragraphs about Melrose and 
the Madam, I try not to touoh on things included in the Onae River 
Children of Strangers artioie, -• that's one thing, _ so we may 
inolude that artioie, too. And at the same time, I peck away at the 
ourrent thing with a view of selling the book itsfclf to the 
publishers, tying to $ tuck in some good reasons why the plaoe 
and personality is extraordinary. 

Lid I mention I lost traak of the Friday night Four Piano Quartet, 
all of North and South Korea and world doings generally when my radio 
collapsed on Thursday night. -It's really wonderful how the world keeps 
right on turning even when the newsoaBter have been but completely elimina 

ed.....,,, - 


Tuesday, September 19th, 1950. 


Memorandum: 

No 1st, class mail yesterday, lots and lots of it today, and 
bes|; of all, your two grand letters of Thursday and Friday last 
past, t < 

And may I hasten to congratulate you on your nice,letter 
to uelen. I thought it so nice of you to mention Mexioo, t thus giving 
her an opportunity to strike a kindred note slap off. It will 
be fun seeing how she feels about the business. 

v flanks much for all the detail's about goings-on in and about 
Manhattan. 1 had heard some reference to the S. S. Liberte, but never 
realized it was a former bateau whioh we* both had used under another 
name. t is good to have Egon's reaotion to proceedings and the 
impression he had of the outfit. It sounds as though it may have been 
refurbished into something terrific and I thought it sufficiently 
modern to satisfy my 20th century sense of living as it was in the 
old days. Row well do I remember the first impression the lie de 
1 ranee made on me when it made its initial bow. I went to some kind 
of a reception at the time of her maiden voyage and wasn t enchanted. 
Later I crossed on her and was aomplete aonvinoed that my original 
impression had been oorreot. I am not quite sure just what I 
like best in the way of interior decorating on a big liner but I 
guess something in the nature of a conservative hotel lobby suits 
me best for mightier vessels, for after all, modern contrivances pretty 

WQl l in8 S at9B 0ne from rauoh feQ,lin g of the sea, and generally speaking 
an Atlantic crossing on the bigger boats is little le^s than a 
week out in a floating hotel as between here and there, so perhaps the 
conservative hotel feeling is as practicable as any. 

, t 1 9111 6lad you foun< *«the Melrose artioie Lyle wrote alright. I 
think your suggestion regarding the insertion of his name up in front 
!L a f h ? r ^ he 8nd to be a L .ood one. I am glad, too, that you are 

keeping the transcription, and I can dash off a little introduction any 
time. All that you have labored on so magnificiently has been the 
foundation aid frame work, and we oan put the "mud mixed with deer hair" 
in between as the general lines become clear. « 

n I am currently laboring on what will probably turn out to be 
the opening gun , so to speak. Just for fun and to give it a 
bracket temporarily, 1 have headed it "Melrose a?d the Madam". 


'.j haven't,gonevery far with it, but so far, so-gpod, l'gue 
though haven t had any of it read baok as yet. But I propose 


ss, altho 
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Wednesday, September 20th, 1960 


Memorandum: 

First off, - and so I may not forget it, may I say that I 
think the Enterprise article abou£ Josephine Monette seems to be the 
better of the two, I recognize, however, that in all these matters, 
being so close to them, your judgement with its accompanying exoellenoe 
of perspective, is much betterthan mine, 

*nd second, I am sending under separate cover a mailing tube 
different subjeot: , 


containing four 

1st; the two sheets of drawings of the African House, exeouted by 

the Historic Buildings Survey, I believe they carry in printed 
form all details covering subject matter as toagenoy executing them 
and for whom,eto, They somehow give a stamp of authenticity 
to the building and it seems to me at least one should be 
included in the Scrapbook, - and, if the publisher concurs, both, 

/2nd: Nina’s drawing of tjie original St, Augustin's Ohuroh, 

Ji v -• 0 ^- ** * ' ' 

3rd: St, Mary’s-on-the-Bayou, , * 

t w 

4th: - Nina’s Drawing of the f>hap®l. 

t 

‘I have attached captions to eaoh of Nina’s pictures, I 
think the Afrioan House blueprints, carrying data as printed, need 
no captions, 

I shall send the End Paper sketoh in a few days. It is on 
bristleboard and therefore must be sent flat, I'suppose the 
group of photographs, -.cotton stencil and so on, should behere 
within a few days, l thought I would send the End Paper and the 
photographs in the same paokage, and by spaoing the shipments a few 
days apart, their arrival will make them easier to oontend with, ooming 
at separate times, don't you think so* « ■ * 

The captions attached to ^ina's drawings are tentative, of oourae. 

I thought they would Ijelp identify the piotures and at the same time 
provide material which may be out down or expanded to satisfy whioh 
ever necewsity we enoounter as the volume takes shape. 

Then, too, it ooours to me that if some unexpected twist should 
develops, .whereby it might seem desireable to submit them, '- the 
photographs, sketches, and t typed material for a preliminary ”onoe-over" 
by a possible publisher, the data covering the piotures, although 
tentative, would be desireable. 


how the set up is here as regards the Shreveport contingent and so on and 
eo forth. If, in the long run, after your own expert sense of a 


fitness of things as shuffled the various photographs 
together and the whole thing has been rejected by New 
we might then send the tiling to Helen, who, after giv 
oan.make recommendations or not, and then the trim? I 
directly to 1. 3. U. ^ 

I f 

Today has been vastly broken in to and I am not i 
about what I haven't aoooraplished. Mrs, Gordon "ando! 
after 9 this morning, just as T returned from *renboiu 
couple of friends with t.er. They had ohatted with Bl; 
home, and she had sent them a bo me with a message as! 
with them at the camp at noon. I declined but aooept 
to h^ve a round of ooffeee with them at 1:30, as. I ha< 
Puny s house anyway, I was home by 2, in an uncerta: 
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AVid how, having done so ranch talking, raay I hasten on to 
thank you for the surprise air mail in today's post, containing 
the yellow pages from Dora's past correspondence, 

a ow remarkable you are to have thus been able to put your finger 
on such items, and to have thought of me so promptly. 

With ootton roiling madly, I shall not be able to jig-saw 
it into the article about ^lemenpe for a few days, but when I have 
had such an opportunity, I shall r-turn it to you forthwith. 

1 think I ought to apologize to you for having seemingly dwaddled 
so ong about getting off the ^and letters and the ^dnness sketches 
to you Somehow I got the ; imcression that during the on¬ 
slaught of the South American section, you would be so tied down with 
a heap of things that it would be aesireable to burden you as little 
as possible *with suoh matters, but I reckon I must have bungled the 
business somewhat, giving the impr ssion I was sending them from 
day to day, - and then never sending- them. .Well, be that as it may, I 
have a feeling you will understand my impulses were kindly even 
though they turned out to be just ,so many paving stones for the hot place. 

Going baokato the Moljmess drawings, _ I am not sure we : shall want 

to use *all three. The one of the Ohapel, - if the. Chapel is to be 

illustrated, must be used, sinoe a nameria oannot get in* both ; the 
cross, the saint and other details, what with the limitations of space 
denying the oamera adquate diptanoe. In the case of thi« particular 
sketoh, I think we mig t have it photographed for the reoord. I hesitated 
about having it done here, thinking it would be just as well not to put 
it within reaoh of that strangp Holoman woman. 

If I oan get a good photograph of St. Gary's, —and I doubt if I 
can, - I should prefer to use a photograph, but what with the mailing 
tube heading in your direction and believing in playing safe so fax 
as having the thing to hand in your folio,-if needed, it seemed best 

to include it. As for the original St. Augustin's Ohuroh, I am not 

sure that is imperative, either, unless it £e in contrast to the exoelient 
photo of tne present .structure as vaguely revealed in the contemporary 
shot. But it is better, toq, that that be in your folio, just in case. 
a 6® ,18tu f Q °* appreciation and unselfishness, we ought to eventually 

re £ ur “ thara t0 the artist when the matter of the book is settled 
but ldt us hope sne oonveys ownership to us, for I think you will 
concur with me in finding the Chapel one particularly satisfying as 
to just what it is, a sp.endid piece of contemporary artistry. 

And ’JVlwi2 6 you + a ^ in g* yo** air mail, may L at the same 
■ I the greatest pride experienced in years, direct your 

attention to the enclosed Post.ell item, oalldng your eepeoial consideration 
abou * ^ famous and inimitable maps, of which he has recently 
nnd two examples. It s tne first time anyone except your own good self coul 
figure them out, so naturally I'm all puffed up........... 6 0ul 
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Thursday, September £lstj 1950. 


Memorandum: , 

From the date, I ,take it that it must be the first da^ of 
something or other but the thermometer suggests we raay have perhaps 
reaohed the full tide of summer heat. It seems a little odd, 
what with "Oitober's bright blue weather” scheduled for 9 days 
hence. 

« t 

" ' And may I gallop on to say your Air Mail came through nicely 
this morning, slap on the heels of yesterday's notations regarding 
Glemence, which, as you s, thoughtfully anticipated, were here 
in ample time for going over at a Knipmeyer sitting. It's 
good material and I know we shall be able to work it in nicely. 

The registered items .will be coming to hand in a day or 
two, and thanks for the two little extra notes tucked in to your 
letter, - and wasn't it gay, the story of the bestowal of the honor 
by a man named Blaok who was white on the man named White who was 
black. 

And may I pin a cluster of oak leaves with many citations on you 
for mentioning the panther episode by Dr. Ghase as he_passed through 
this neighborhood. You are extraordinary. Frankly, I had been 
thinking about the episode, but determined not to mention it, in 
view of all the labor it might entail, tracking the beast down, so 
to speak, •“•nd thus again you have anticipated my though s, or 
more piobably you have read them from afar. 

The reason A had been thinking about the Ghase item was due to 
the thought that occured to me the other day that it might‘be 
interesting to have a pioture of the wooden bars at the windows in my 
boudoir, which, a3 you know, were originally built into the 
openings of this house, —all openings, including doors, for the 
sole purpose of keeping predatory animals out. Your reference to 
tne episode clinches my determination to get some photographs of 
the construction of the Yucca unit, and the Ghase memoirs will 
be the perfeot medium for explaining the presenoe of this odd 
arohiteotural feature. 

And while on the subject of the Scrapbook, -wand am I ever 
"off it", I might observe that the material grows more and more 
pictorial as time goes on. Today I have rounded up ten good pictures 
taken by ^iss Post in 1940. I shall write oaptions for them and 
attaoh them to the piotures, to go forward with the'other photos 
wuth accompanying oaptions when I send Hina's pictorial map. 

This group inoludes several excellent studies of mulatto types, 
the like of which‘have never appeared in print, and are studies 
among other personalities, of ^enry a ertzog, referred to by Rudolph as 


I 
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the Madam's loom builder. These photographs are about 12" by 18" 
and need not, I think., be reduced in size until after the Editor- 
has had an opportunity of looking at them and deciding if they 
should be included, for all 1 know, the publishers may have 
means of reducing or enlarging certain pictures to the appropriate 
size, but as 1 probably mentioned before, 1 rather favor' submitting 
too large rather than too small i lustrations on the theory that 
the larger ones usually are more striking and appealing than 
those in rainature. 

In this group of piotures, too, is one of the old store, - 
so typically ante bellum plantation, showing people lolling on 
the gallery, - the old buildig hard by the front gate, and there 
is a splendid one of the wash house, with its roof in the 
Chinese manher, and one of the baok wing of the big house with 
is nice, tod. 


we undertook the present tans, it soemed as though we 
weren t going to have many pictures. i t now begins to look'as 
though we might have more than ample. -But it is better to have 
some to discard than a want of them, don't you think. 

^ • 

The mail today was faily heavy. You will love the gay note 
in the King Solomon epistle. As for the Maomillian note from 
Gladys Sharpe, I take it this must have been tossed off after she 
had received a push from n elen. The Latham she mentions is an 
old friend of L la s, and it is possible that the 5th Avenue 
portal might swing-a little wider because of that and because of 
the Latham-aaxon friendship dating over a period of years. Any way, we 
shall'at least have this little address to hand, should we finally 
decide we might drop the thing in the mail at Grand °entral to be 
carried down to 5th ■“venue when the thing approaches the toiling 
point, ^ 

t seems to me that the last few Thursdays have been particularly 
hurly-burly and today was no exception, for while'everythin.- ran along 
ever so pleasantly, the interruptions were so timed as to disoourage 

much effective progress in things I wanted to attack. I oouldnt 

resist a couple of hours at Arenbourg this morning, it was so - 
delicious there between 5:45 and 8. But it was the cool part of the 
day and a splendid ozone blowing up from the surfaoe of the river 
tj:at was invigorating. I saw the people across the fenoe for a couple 

of moments at 9,. There seem to be lots of sooialitems on the 

oaiendar but I paid no attention to the details, excepfcng those which 
might eixect my program, as for example., the impatienoe to get to 
llew iberia for several days around the. 30th when the Sugar ^estival is 
‘lunoing in the streets, and the ^ord knows what all. 
nd tnen there tne Knipraeyers and Taffy's baby had to be buried, and 
some delightful people from ew A ork, and so on. I must beg your 
forgiveness for all this tittle-tattle which has no excuse except to 
give you a hint as to how Thursdays are,want to unroll. But your letter 
made everything about the aay worth while, and a billion thanks again.... 
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ffriday, September 22nd, 1950. 


Henirabdum; 


And so may I tell you that the nice fat envelope 
came to hand, Registered, in this morning's post,, and 
while neither pf ray wandering secretaries have turned 
up this evening, - what with cotton rolling, they must 
be jionkey-tonking at the moment, I still have the 
pleasure of the grand portrait of Madame de Pompadour 
which I can enjoy without any assitance on their part. 


What a strange margin. 

Knowing of my admiration for that lady, you w 
bo told‘how enchanted I am to have such a fine likeness of her 
which I have gracing my bookcase, along the shelf just above 
my pictorial "Tel" of Marly. Somewhere or other I once ready of 
a remarakbly beautiful lace gown she onoe wore at Marly, so perhaps 
her present situation is homelike to her, and as for myself, x am 
'delighted. 


9 


M, ^ (Ww- 
11 scarcely need 


^nd may I tell you how a little bell in my memory was struok 
today, - recalling your kindness last year about this time, if 
memory serves my calendar correctly, when you advised me that 
one novelist, named Kain, was doing a book about the Red ^iver 
campaign of General Banks. 

Well, I naturally thought of you instantly when in responding 
to a tap on my door, 1 found none other than Mr. Kain, - if that 
is the way he spells hia name, "hut regardless of the spelling, 
there he stood. *nd in manner and appearanoe he was no harnet T., 
either, but rather vaguely suggestive of the late Bavid Relasoo, - 
dark suit, white hair and a very pleasing voioe. ^y guess is that 
he is perhaps in his mid 60's. It seems he is just getting 
around to do his field work, and this was his first visit to 
the Dane fl iver country. ( (, hat a lot of oanes we re getting into 
this page). 

Well, ..anyhoo, it seeps he had been but soantly welcomed by 
the clerk at the store and it was only through Aurellia that 
he contacted me. I was to. learn later that he fared little better 
at Magnolia. 

■°ut naturally ^ was glad to welooroe the man and broke the ice 
by laughingly remarking that in spite of his name, he was welcome, 
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although another person bearing a similar sounding "handle" 

was personna non grata in these parts. His response was immediate, 

and brief: 

i • f 

I have hoard so many unpleasant things of all sorts of things 
about-'ray name sake', - I am almost embarrassed to pronounce 
mine for fear of the hearer being mistaken in the identity." 

before we got through with our sitting, Mr. Kain deoided he 
wanted to put Yucca in his book, as the Army passes along this way. 

He hadn't realized before that Banks had passed directly by the 
door , t having supposed that ho t traveled aLong Bed Biver in his 
retreat from B a tohitoohes to Alexandria. 

. c "" f 

kb was as gracious as could be and seemed glad to let me 
know anything he had covered in the banks operations around 
Alexandria. I didn t mention letters, naturally, but I did make 
inquiry about the length of banks' stay in that place. He told me 
the Union Army quitted Alexandria on May 15, —sooner than I had 
supposed. I asked him about military operations in that area for 
the balance of 1864, for 1 thought it would be nice to find out what 
was cooking there in,September and October when our A. S. Duore 
letters were being penned. He told me that following the Yankee 
withdrawal, the Confederates in the Alexandira neighborhood 
immediately set to work building two.big forts to dominate the 
river, one on the Alexandria side and one on the Pineville. It 
probably was in the construction of one of these forst, i assume, that 
our Mr. "upre was engaged when penning his letters home. 

I asked if men were impressed for this service, but Mr. Kain 
thought not. ut he said there was a heap of chicanery that went on 
that so etimes got Southerners into work gangs withouth the 
men in charge being mindful of the status of the people being employed. 
It seems that bush-whackers or hill biLies, - and the Lord knows'Gorham 
and Montrose must have had their share, would frequently follow the 
passage of the Union Army, and passing as Government officials of 
the Confederacy, order men to prooeed to the .nearest oity to work 
on t such things as fortifications, ,The planter would sometimes 
, present himself for work at the specified plaoe without explaining 
how he felt impelled to place himself in such a position,- and 
tiie officials in pharge of the project would put such people 
to work immediately, and that sometimes weeks or months would 
elapse before it was discovered that .the men originally posing as 
officials when calling at the plantation had in reality been charlatans 
who merely wanted to get rid of the men for a few days- so that they 
could better raid the plaoe, drive off the stook and, if possible, 
plunder the residence and out-buildings.. Berhaps this- explains in 
part the take care of my little ducks" and have some of the 
Horens family "take care of my horse "/ 1 

** • 

It was a profitable and pleasant meeting for me, and later 
I learned indireotly he told someone in the Magnolia area, where 
,he was not received, that he ever so muoh honed to express himself 
later for or by way of appreciation for his time at Melrose. And 
so, you see, your clipping served to bridge another gap as between 
Melrose and Manhattan, and I Tad ad 


Memorandum: 

Your ni 
transcripts, 

^ay I 3 ay thank you for all, and most especially for your 
grand letter, giving me a little glimpse of how things swirl in 
your neighborhood, "hat a pity you had to miss the First- Bianon 
Quartet urogram, and-let me pause for a moment to'feel sorry for 
myself, for now, after jockeying that excellent item around for 
a while, they .have, as you may have heard, put it slap in the most 
unfavorable hour of the week, *- 6:30 on Saturday evenings, - an 
hour, in spite of time differences as between Melrose and Manhattan, 
that will make it impossible for me to catch, and even for you, 

I can well imagine that it may fall at a most unseasonable hour. 

One nice thing about it when presented even rather late at night, 
one at least could enjoy it without the clatter of impending supper 
dishes, hard on the heels of the exhaustion that comes with every 
Saturday afternoon in town. But beating- one's head 'against a stone 
wall is altogether silly, and so 1 shall desist after these first few 
knowks. < 

You ask about the "save" in the Madam's letter wherein she refers 
to Lyle and the State Guides. I reckon this must refer to a hitoh in 
the National program when, if memory serves, and it may not correotly, 
there was a ohange in polioy due to the cutting down of funds by 
Congress that made it necessary for the individual States to assume 
more financial responsibility to carry out the Writers Brojeot to a 
successful conclusion. It seems to me that Lyle, as regional head, 
had to find someone who would pay all expenses except salaries, - 
office rent, stationary and so on, I believe it was then that 
through pressure put on Louisiana, — and possibly some other States, 
that Essae Mae, for this unit, succeeded in getting State 
appropriations for carrying on the work with funds advanoed by the 
Library Commission. This accounts for the letter by Essae Mae as 
reproduced, if I remember correotly, in some lor possibly all of 
.the Louisiana Guides when they were first brought out. I don't 
seem to remember if other States were wheeled into line by the same 
or parallel means, and it is possible that the four guides mentioned 
had to do with other books the Louisiana project was working on, - 
including, no doubt, the one on Lew Orleans, for * believe there was 
one, and, --horror of horrors, possibly Gumbo-Ya-Ya, too. 

And so you heard the rendition of our Overature, too, and how nic 
for about the same time, I was having a round of the same piece on 
our baojt gallery, and somehow feeling not quite alone in ray enjoyment. 


Sunday, September 24th, 1950. 


# ■ 

.6 Moore let' 


e letter, together with the Mooie letters and the 
arrived safely in Saturday's'post. 


/ 


was tick 
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I ..as so 6 lad I went to "Ghuroh" this morning on the 
terrace at Arenbourg. The river was all silve the sky blue 
with the peace of a delicious dawn permeating our little universe. 

• ’ ; : 

For the balance of the i&Mj, it, has been Grand Central at 
commuter time, for from 9s30 this morning until now (9:30), 

1 haven't been alone a second and pilgrims, making the most of 
the fine weather, were busy all afternoon, one set treading on 
the heels of another. It would be interesting to know 

from how many States different ones came, - and I recall 
South Carolina, California, Nebraska, Florida, Oklahoma, xexas, 
Mississippi, Kentucky and Idaho, as I pushed the last group out 
at first dark, the Gordon Randolphs drove in, saying that 
they had come to pick me up to go over to the camp where 
the Rands were showing a movie of the baptisin' and other local 
scenes, - Clemence busy at her paint pots and such like. 

A screen had been set up on the fence, separating the 
1 wn from the dotton patch, the audience facing the Fast, toward 
* the gin. I suppose there we : re perhaps 100 or 150 o£ our 
friends quietly seated on benches and in rows further in front 
on the grasd. Gordon was the operator of the machine, and 
while the audience waited for him to arrive with me, Lr. Rand 
had entertained the audeience with gay records, mostly of negro 
folk tunes and spirituals, a big old moon was rising over the 
gin, drapped just enough with filmy clouds to cut its maximum 
brilliance. After each record, the appreciative audience, from 
whom not a peep had been heard, would applaud politely. Then 
the movie started and the silence continued profoundly until 
the first convert had been ducked beneath the'surface of Little 
River and began flopping. Then the audience went into gales of 
laughter and hilarious'noises, and from that point on the audable 
response to the appearance of each familiar face on the screen was 
merry and exhilarating. 

I suppose this is the first time any white people on the 
river hafe ever invited the colored folks to a movie covering their 
own activities and news of it will jar but prpbably not dent 
the Prudhomme-Cloutier-Iiertzog plantations while the white folks 
in those quarters will look askanoe at the Melrose doings which they 
never understood anyway, while the colored people living 
beyond the confines of this bend in Gone River will be a 
little envious of their friends and kin folk living on a 
plantation where such gestures of good will are manifest. 

Celeste and Madam Regard drove to Ijhe camp with the 
Randolphs, too, and after the baptisin' picture was over, J. H. 

arrived from town while some bayou pictures were being shown. 

For . . s bdnefit, the bajjtiBin picture was shown a .second time 

nmch to'the delight of the colored folks who seemed to get double’ 
the pleasure out of the second go-round, and at its conclusion 
•the applause was doubled in enthusiasm. And now i fold, sleepy 
enough, and hoping your day was more' solitary.. 



4428 


• • < "■ 

Monday, September k5th, 1950. 


Memorandum: 



A cool mass of air rolled in sometime between midnight 
and dawn, dropping- the thermometer to 60 and exuding 
an energy for, gardening that might have had a mighty effect 
on my inclinations for gardening, had not an upset stomach 
slowed me up a little. Perhaps the oool weather will 
last for a couple of days and the "tummy" trouble not that 
long so chat I can swing my poe mightily on the morrow. 

She sky is cloudless in these parts tonight and the 
atmosphere unusually clear, making a perfeot set up for 
.viewing the current ellipse which apears to me to be 
almost total at this writing. I accompanied my secretary as 
far as the gate tonight, and chatted for a moment with two 
simple souls from kittle River way who told me they had heard 
there was to be a shadow over the moon shortly, - "collectin' 
a heap, of water that would shut off the light" and within 
the next 24 hours the stuff would be spilled all over us, so 
there wont be muoh cotton picking for a day or two. Let 
there he so much as a good heavy dew between now and Wednesday, 
and they will be convinced that the old water drawing 
concept is unquestionably fundamental. 


Earlier this evening, when attempting to set my clock against 
radio time, I was shocked to hear of the death of Eugene 
O'Neil, J r. I listened to a oouple susequent news oasts of 
15 minute duration each, and the matter wasn't mentioned. 

Next to one Alexander bcorby, Eugene O'Neil', Jr.,'s performances 
on Talking,Rooks was my favorite, I appreciated his clarity of 
voice and the steady, unhurried pace he unfailingly maintained, 
the essays and philosophical things he did being particularly 
well performed. Perhaps you have heard hi m , too, on "Ingitation 
to Learning" . It seems to me it must have been along about 
1946 I last-heard him on that program, and Xenophon or some 
other classic was the subject under discussion. I guess 
the last thing I read through his lips was "The *merioan Frontier" 
by Frederick Jackson Turner, or some such. It seems oud in a way- 
how one grows accustomed to readers to the point that they 
seem almost like personal acquaintances and one senses the 
passing of a friend in O'Neil's death, whereas in reality 1 never 
saw the man in my life. . 


f 









RS. ffn-JOOJ _ in the Southern Historical Collection 

Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


From the FRANCOIS HIGNON r APEI 

University of North Carolina Library 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: I 


At the movies last night, Mrs. ^and told me she had 
dined with -iary B Lambdin in Shreveport on Thursday and 
that the latter hoped to make a jaunt into the ^ane *iver country 
now that, the .heat is lessening and the countryside will shortly 
be putting on its seasonal pagent of gay color combination. 

I believe “ary was traveling with Joe ^vans of Concordia who 
was giving some lectures on bulbs to several Shreveport 
groups. You will recall it was Joe -vans who became personaa 
non grata with itthe Madam when the daughters of both ladies were 
room mates at L. S. U. and Sister was approaching the time when 
she was to be bounced for outrageous doings. Both Llary and 
Blythe always liked Joe and 1 always have gone on the assumption 
that she is* alright. One in 1946 and once in 1947 she passed 
this way, calling on the Madam for an hour, but each time it 
happened that she arrived just after I had left the big house and 
departed just before 1 returned, sp 1 never have met the lady. 

Little Miss Mormon never liked Joe but it was never quite 
clear to me lust what the reason for her dislike might have been. 


Tuesday, September 26th, 1950 


I guess was that there might have been an element of professional 
jealousy in the b siness, and, L suppose 1 got that idea because 
Lvle was forever telling '■'aroline she was a "weed snob , having 

V _ . . . . < ^ . 1 . i .. J. „ »1 : _ M^ 4- V. _ 4- r\ A rv n TTQYI 


succeeded in kidding herself into believing that 0 0 d had given 
her special jurisdiction over the Kingdom of Wild Flowers 
as her own exclusive provinoe. I guess Caroline's fulminations 
against-Jpe were the more impressive because Caroline scarcely 
ever has time to give much space to human beings, what with 
all her enthusiasms usualy swirling around ornithological and 
horticultural personalities. 

another conversation at the movies amused me. When 
we were a out to leave, Blythe invited us to come to dinner at 
the camp one Bunday, especially did she hope J. would accept for 
once in his life, ne told her, he should love to make it some 
time, and she forthwith sug c ested next Sudaday, which certainly 
would be ideal, in one v.ay, since the local ladies will be on 
a frolic in 1 South Louisiana over, the week end and J. a. aud I will 
be alone. But the wife let,out a wail, sayin 5 she hoped Blythe 
would withdraw the invitation for this Bunday, since she always 


it should, as you assumed 


and I am waiting to send some others in the same package 





OKU 


' 
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'ft 


with them. As I shall try dashing off some captions for saoh, 
aad as I am still jmoertain when the photos themselves may 
reach me, it will probably be at least a week before I head 
them out in your direction, 

My bead having been a little woozey of late, I am 
not sure if made much reference to the three or four fine 
portraits of mulatto types that * am sending. As one of 
the individuals is none other than Henry Herztog {but not 
spelled precisely as I have contrived it), I shall not 
name the people in the captions but shall rather refer to 
them .individually as to the type of plantation work they 
perform, for half the A 'arish would be in an uproar if the name 
hertzog, the mulatto, appeared in the book. I think, however, 
ohat by naming the individuals such as,, in henry's case, 
as the carpenter and loom maker”, the caption will be sufficient 

r J?2 ren ??, i ^ made t0 a builder of looms in Rudolph's article 
the' identity will be adequate. „ ’ 

shadow you and I thought was of the earth over the moon 
last night was in reality nothing but the water, as reported 
by local rural sages, and to confirm the point, it has 
drizzled all day long and is still gently pattering on the 
banana leaves like a muffled cannonade. An hour after the 
morning post had arrived, and I had examined the contents of 

^° lQin 8 bhe "and letters you had so deftly tied up with 
oneir yellow ribbom, Maqara Rand herself appeared with four 
w S w ° n y t b Qi ?’ way to the camp, and thus' 1 was able to hand 
t 'C* 1 ; forthwith, ihey had stopped off to invite me 
to lunch but wh.it with one thing and another, I deolined. 
f a Caddied yesterday, I wanted to make up for lost time 
aS P ° Bl J lQ ana besides l thought banquets were not 

e SS ?o^le SP of d^s! r pUttUlS ”‘ yS8l£ ° n re4u0e4 raMolls lor ' 

anA t0 °: 1 mB hoping the rain might let up at any moment 

S8t US S °' mQ ootton hulls hauled to Arenbourg for 
rSn ° f ° U ? P et T ohildren for the winter. But the 

«?? I.* ld and 80 I -shall have to attempt that 

exploit at some other auspicious moment. Before the 

friend?!? 80rae ah reveport friends arrived, - 

TS * 8 * " and. so the morn ng turned out a 

hodge-podge regardless. 

^ T hank heavens all the •■'outh Americans are fairly well distribute 

hniif v O l0t U v ? 0pe there ma y be ever so long a stretoh before 
holidays or whatever toss them back into your midet again 

Ho woilaer a cold should nave caught up with you what^with nil 
the hurly-burly swirling around ?our calenda? of late S 1 

l0tS 0f care 0f y0U and mar heaven prevent me from 

raSs are llZ/rXL T*** 1 ™' aad ° f a11 ti!:!8s - ^en such de- 
"S Blow pUaSf. 544484 °° y0Ur Mulders flrom lap and near. J,., 
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Wednesday, September 27th, 1960, 



Memorandum: 

I oannot tell you how indebted I am to Wu for your 
thoughtfulness in sending the Ifonday air mail that reached my 
true hand this morning. 

Ouriously enough, the thing for which I feel most appreciative 
is the unwritten message, for although you didn t so much as 
make a peep about the state of your health, I naturally assume 
that shince you made it to 908, you must be but definitely on 
the mend. May the good work continue and may y ou take every 
precaution to safegard what is most important to me. Please, 
please don t ever let all the stuff I toss at you get into your 
perruque. health and. conservation of it is the all important 
thing, let the manuscript fall where it may, just so long 
as the health continues to hold. 

It's grand to know the week end was.-comparatively quiet, and 
foay there be lots of them slap ahead. I’ll bet everybody we know 
thinks there"is something woefully out of joint with<our 
respective brains, seemingly always finding delight in what 
for them appears to be solitude, which in reality, so far as we are 
concerned, is nothing short of a hubbub of people and 
events galloping through our moments not distraoted by 
intruders and road runners. < 

While it occurs to me, let me hasten to oonour with 
you regarding" the wisdom of omitting the line about "loving the 
lime light" from the "and letters, - the reference te Friend Miller. 
This was one of those phrases, penned in a moment of men al 
instability, and has no basis of turth whatsoever. Frankly it 
is an excellent "straw in the wind," indicating a -condition that 
few if any sensed as existing. Ho one will ever imagine, and 
fortunately I have almost forgotten the vast totals of suoh quirks 
that came to the surface during the 1940’s that had to be 
grappled with immediately on their appearanoe* treated as humor.rus 
gaieties intended as playful whimseies, and then eliminated from 
the mind by laughing them away sympathetically. It was suoh 
manif stations appearing during my afesenoe on occasion for a week 
or so that confronted me on my return, making- each absence the 
more hazardous for the lady's peace of mind and the solidity of 
friendships whioh, if not set aright with adrointness and speed, 
ended by suoh serious damage to relationships of long standing that 
life time associations were broken for ever. Forgive me if the above 
paragraph is vaguely ohaotio .in .construction, I have never spoken 
of this problem to anyone before and only you can guess the 


I 




\ 
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mental strain attendant upon such oircumstanoes Sister, the 
mulatto ^enry ^ertzog ana the negro Sara -^rown were especially adept 
in starring up' these mental«raal formations. I can ,ot' but 
smile inwardly when I think how one or two members of the family had 
(have) told me how much they appreciate what I did for their 
Mother, for never will bH they so much as dream of the battles 
fought in behalf of their ^other's pe; ce of mind and their own 
pleasant relations with her during t ose years 1 they naturally took 
as matters of course. 


Thursday, September 28th, 1950 


Memorandum: 

I wish 1 knew how to spell "klotch-bosse", for I should 
love to pin’it rm Mrs , aria a Wagner . And what impells me 

to be thus moved wITI be abundantly revealed by her letter, 
arriving in'today’s post, which I pass along to you, either 
in this envelope or an accompanying one. 

If you don't die of exhaustion wading through the first 
two or three pages, you will automatically be revived by the 
material covered by the middle and balance of the letter. 

She takes a book to inquire precisely what type of 
erudite, detailed, and ponderous material we want, and then ends 
up by pretty much covering everything uesired in this epistle whiohij. 
to her way of thinking is but the briefest of inquiries. 

I shall ackhowledge her letter tonigh,t and try to 
set her straight. Let us hope that within a comparatively 
short time, she may wiite another book of lesser bulk, devoted 
exclusively to the matter in hahd, but if not, it seems to 
me we have just about what'we want any way, and, in a pinoh, 
we oan just lift out whole sentences and paragraphs, tuoking 
them under an appropriate title ancl opening sentenpe, and letting 
the thing speak for itself. I reokon some suoh sentenoe as 


But enough of all this, and I mention it merely because I 
was so s ruck by the splendid example the phrase offered, as it 
was penned to a friend of i> r . Minor, so clearly does it demonstrate 
precisely the situation as it obtained uring those years. 

But now to qther and pleasanter things. If you haven’t 
already explored the same, n*ay I invited your attention to 
Friend Postell s letter. 

The historical data it contains is so vital to any understanding 
of the local set up that a copy of this letter, it seems to me, ought 
to be in all scrapbooks about Melrose. I shall first off write 
another caption, for the picture (photogrpah( sent you recently 
of St. ^ruustln’s reflected, on the surface of Cane Hiver, Purely 
the 1829 date should be mentioned and the name of Father 
Jeafl _Baptist Blanc , brother of Bishop Blano of hew Orleans, who 
blessed or consecrated.the 0/furch~in that year. (I might 
remark, in passing, that in reading the letter, my secretary invaribly 
pronounced the consecration phrase as "concentrated the ohuroh") 
whioh is just fine, and goes nicely with his films as ’’films". 

But while I kept my facial muscles under control on the 
oonsecration seotion, I just let .myself roll on the floor when 
wo got to the part where in 1806 the name of "Marguerite's" 
husband so unexpectedly popped on to the soene. IJaturally , 

I thoughtof how the two of us would have roared in unison .when it 
became evident that although Mr. Jefferson's purchase of Louisiana 
in 1803 had eliminated this neighborhood as any "coin de France", the 
name of one propri tor at least lingered on in 1806. Good 

old Pierre, (not Antoine), how mused he would be with ail this 
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This missed Saturday's out-going 
Oct. 2nd, '60. 


spite of an ankle in a plaster cast, brought on by a slip on the 

Hew °rl3aus pavements, - a handicap which did not prevent her from 

driving her fine new Qldsraobile, or some such. She is now 

with the or is the Louisiana Art Commission but the dual 

purpose of her visit was not concerned with Art. She 

first of all wanted to inquire of J. H. if he would rent the big 

house for a month or two to her millionaire mother-in-3,aw, 

who has the whimsey to flit from *nrk avenue or Chevy ''base or 

where .ever to abide a while in Louisiana. The elder Madam 

Willard would be entranced to send a crew in advance to effect 

whatever conveniences she might specify, and with her aavent 

would appear a staff of servants to boot. In fine, she 

would be glad- to put everything in perfeot arrangement, instituting 

whatever reparis or auditions or 'whatever might be required to suit 

her every need and wish, and she would maintain a flock, of 

servants, the only thing asked of 'J. fi. being that he would 

accord her this right. Can you imagine. 

■»ell, after a negative response, she sked for a conference 
with. me. *>he wants to share some notes with he from the .colonial 
.papers and thinks I can set her straight on some people of the 
old days about whom 1 may have heard the ^adam speak. I shall 
be glad to go through these with her. She has said I could have 
any l want, and of course T shall want them all, 3he plans to 
return on or about C 0 tober 11th, for’a prolonged sitting, - 
meaning most of a day, I suppose. She has' a sister, la belle 
■‘■'unklemann, — what« a name, - living in town. She is a nice 
person and really has a stack^of Cane * v iver and ^atchituohes lore 
up her sleeve, but, as you know, is just as unstable as she can 
be. Her son, after graduating from Annapolis, is now in the 
Korea area. I suppose he is the elder Milliard's only grandchild, 
and so probably cannot avoid millions if he survives his 
grandmother, -nd Irma, as always, will naturally continue to flit 
about the world just as unpredioatable as a blind dog in a 
meat house. « 


Caroline Mormon spells the last sylable with an "o", 

I learned that by telling myself, after a few wails from her 
that the Mormons never "Ah” but forever "Oh". 


Friday, September §9th, 1950 


Memorandum 


"hat a fine fat post the mp.il man tussled with today, and 
best of all your two fat envelopes. * * 

A ow nice of you to present me with the dull finished 
enlargement of Aunt Cammip. It seems to me it ought to 
be just the checker for the book section of the scrapbook. * 
shall tuck it in my scrapbook of immoveables, for there seem to 
be some gaps in the book I have been keeping,on the big house. 

I think 1 shall have an opportunity shortly to run through 
the duplicates you so kindly sent along, - the one from the Dallas 
paper which we must use by all means, and the other from the pen 
of “^ary.Belle MoKeller. Since this is a scrapbook we are workiig 
on, don t you think we might include the MoKeller opus, too, 
just ousting out anything you find repetitous, - probably spelled 
rather oddly. Your own excellent judgement in such matters will 
suit me to a T, and will be better than mine anyway, sinoe 
you have the advantage of a perspective qf which, because of my 
situation I am entirely wanting. 

You ask about the Journal, and, I .don't mind telling you 
its existence was only a secret sinoe it was oontrived for the eyes 
of but one reader, - and I doubt if T need name the individual. 
Unfortunately it was swept away i n the 1945 flood, and 1 say 
unfortunately not because it had any interest but merely beoause I 
had compiled it from day to day, feeling instinctively, as-I did that 
the chasm that yawned in,1939 forward for a somewhat prolonged 
period might eventually be bridged and that it might amuse you 
sometime in the’ future to plod through those early impressions of my 
local Surroundings. But I did not continue the Journal after contaot 
had been established, for in reality, our little evening ohats formed 
a Journal in themselves, providing you with a moving pioture of 
daily doings so that no reoord was therefor needed. In view of 
travels to Mississippi I used to make in the,early 1940's, it seemed 
to *e best not to keep the Journal hero, and so, for safety's sake, 

I put it where the floods floated it off into oblivion. The ting 

began on'the lower level of the Pennsylvania station and was a 

day to day business from'that point forward. But at least 

darnett T. Kane didti t rifle it and nobody else, and now that 

we can busy ourselveS with contemporary doings, the early '40's don't 

count. _ 


I have been thinking of the Postell information regarding 
the July 16th, 1829 business, - the building of St. Augustin's, 

I mean, and the provisions for the same in land and money as- 
contributed by Augustin and Louis; Of course Louis of ^elrose, 
having died in 1832, 5 years prior to the painting of Grandpere's 
picture, was-definitely out of the running when that oil was 
stirred up. I must say it would have been more fortunate if 
the portrait could have included both brothers, and each pointing 
to the Wruroh, and not just Grandpere alone. 

Reverting to the Soraperyao Willard visit, I neglected to say 
our conversation was out short by the unexpected arrival of 
some "isoonsin and Indiana newspaper people who had journey far t 
a glanou at ^elrose. As ■‘■rma's visit was primarily intended for 
a real estate rig , and to make an appointment withme for a 

WS9k8 h0HOe ’ 3he *°°o*<lingly pulled out and that 
was that, w ereunon at this mi t. r 
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Of other incoming mail, the Hharp-Maomiiaian letter 
speaks for itself. 

« _ * 

1 shall attach an outline of a proposed letter to 
Mr. -Latha m for your convenience, should you""bare"to~establish 
contact with that gentleman and at any old time in the 
future. I don't know Mr. -Latham, but * have heard Lyle speak 
of him so often, it almost seems to me i do. I believe ^ary 
Rhodes used to mention him, too. If memory serves, I believe 
he was once a Macmillan.scout in these parts and saw 
Lyle frequently in Lew Orleans. I am wondering off hand 
why Macmillan didn't publish Saxon books but perhaps Macmillan 
doesn t go in for Southern books. I wouldn't know." 

° A. 

In any eyent, it is possible we might want to nibble at 
them a little, and so the proposed approach letter will be 
attached to this Memo, and if you want to put it on 
plan a cion satationary and sign my name to it, you are urged 
to proceed at any 'time the situation seems auspicious without 
bothering to advise me in advanoe, 

, I suppose it might be well to have th e end papers and another 
Jba toh_of photographs t o hand before consulting the gentleman or 
any one else.The ones taken here two weeks ago haven't come 
to harjd as yet. I am somewhat foolishly trying to remember 
what eaoh .covered, with a view to stirring up captions without 
having them before me. Just as soon as they do reach me, I shall 
send the whole shooting match, together with the larger ones 
referred to recently, —mulatto types, eto., and thus armed, I 
reckon preliminary explorations might be a little oloser to hand. 

"* « • 

Of .the other enclosures, both f rom negroes . I thought you 
would enjoy, although they aren't important. Lhe Reverend' 

was the presiding diety at the at. Augustine baptisings 
whioh the «ands reoorded in film. Lon t you like "P. M? 

^or t;.e initial^ of a dark preaoher's name, I am sorry to say his 
name really ien t Eost Meridiam or even for funerals, Post Mortem 
but merely Eorapey, and Pompey, to my way of thinking if a mighty 
fine mime for a nggro, preacher regardless. 

At gupper tonight, «*. H. mentioned thatfiister telephoned 
him'last night, asking him to come up, - it was after 9, 

: to give her,sympathy. It seems L r . ft Qn k had been to visit his 
family and the children were upset. Imagine. Well, he told her 
he could run up this morning early, it's only a 200 mile round 
trip, but being .in the midst of ginning, he couldn't get away 
at the moment she telephoned. He further reooramended she come 
down her Monday for Sympathy. He looked at me and grinned, and 
I said n 0 th ng doing, - she ain't no kin of mine and E done run 
out of that commodity so far aB she is concerned, don t you think 
soi.,,. - . 


1 n ' Mill 






/My 
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Sunday, October 1st, 1960 


Memorandum 


The fat enclosures', as you may have already noticed, 
is the quotation from behind the pulpit of St . ^ary’s-on-the- 
Bayou. If memory serves, we ended the tentative caption 
for "The sketch Una did, leaving the final lines to be 
filled wi th this quotation. 

It has been a hurly-burly week end,'but in spite of 
that, I did manage to get a few things done, - mostly cpations 
for pictures already to hand that are to accompany the ones 
from Alexandria, - if an when, they ever come. 

Saturday morning I had a couple of lovely ladies from 
Knasas ^tiy, Mesdames ^ar riman and Df-vi a. I have a feeling 
we shall be hearing from them, they enjoyed their little visit 
so much. Ivlme. de ^ontesoarifl! etait ici ohez moi apres deneuner, - 
deux heurs" a sept heure et demi. G-’e3t bein inoorydble,* mais 
elle etiat avec Sa *“ajeste chez lui heir au soir, apres 
diner a la grande mat son avec le raitron et moi. 'La £ petite 
domestique de R& M a jeste trouve tous'ca etonante. Moi aussi. 

Ge <ooir a six heure s et demia* *^a ‘“ajeste, ^e. a Q Monte span et 
moi avons faites uh voyage a la petite riviere. A cause de 
travaille, j’ai fait mes excuses pour souper ohez Sa ^ajeste. 
Quelle affaires alors, et la Maine continue a "frolicker" au sud 
de la Louisianne*. 11 ' 


, The Rands came this afternoon between 3 and 6, - at least 
Dr. -«and, his daughter, Frances “ c.. and a oouple of Shreveport 
friends of hers. D r . A and named me his manager to oonsult 
with the *everend ^ompey ^illie; I think it very kind of 
nr. A and to offer to-present the show at St. Augustine's or 
St. Mfixy'g y/ednesday night to suit the Reverend'6 eon- 
venienoe, suggesting that the Reverend, if he cared; to, — migh 
oharge admission and thus net the ohuroh some profit, ab I 
write these lines, however, it just occurs to me that Dittle 
River has no eleotricity, _ a fact Dr. Rand, I am sure, didn’t 
take into consideration, and 1 guess that will hold up the 
movies out yonder for a while. But‘I think I shall use that 
inconvenience as a wedge to drive through the wiring of that 
community, - a blessing that has been long over due. and 
perhaps this will provide precisely the motivating push to put 
the thing over. 
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A lady from -Baton Rouge who gets up this way once in a 
while, passed this Why on Saturday afternoon, calling on 
friends in the anight) or hood, as a gesture of good will, she 
brought long something fur my delectation, - not as a gift 
but as a loan. If you guessed a million years, you would 
never hit at such an un elieveable oubject, - an ele_o_tf J.o 
typewriter. Row if you don't mind, I need an eleotric typewriter 
fully as mu3h as Grandpa needs a pocketbook, and I shall 
use the machine jus exactly as much as Grandpa will use the 
pocketbook he doesn't even possess. as a gesture of 
politeness I knocked off a few sentences whill the lady 
was here, but fortunately a dhzen people from various oamps 
in this vicinity, invited, I suspeot, by J. R. without my 
knowledge, began blowing in, and from then on everything was 
hurly burly until supper time, after which I said goodnight 
to all and folded up my beard. I have already parked 
the electric in an armoir in the room opposite the ‘•'hapel on 
the back gallery, and there it will remain until the lady decides, 
if ever, she wants it back. 

I guess I forgot to mention 0 n Friday night that at Supper, 

— « J. n ., in his usual, casual way, remarked; 

"Oh, by the way, all the folks are coming down to see you 
next week. The Louisiana Junior Chambers of Commerce, oonverg- 
• ing on Natchitoches this coming week end, want to visit the 

old plantation.' They want to come on Friday afternoon, October 

\7th. " 

Well, that's a pretty kettle of fish, and besides I shiuld 
like to know if'•they are coming on Friday, the 6th, or Saturday 
the 7th,_ but J. -“. assured me that it was Friday, the 7th, which is 
certinly inaicatie of what kind of a week end he was contemplating. 

I believe the convention is a 3 day business, Thursday through °atudah 
and I hope it is Saturday, the 7th, the “helrose thing is scheduled, 
for that means there wont'‘be so many, since half of them will have 
headed bElar for home before Saturday. 

« I< called ^r. Rand's attention to another pehnomenon on the 
. front"gallery this afternoon, after flooring the Kansas Gity 

pilgrims with it yesterday. big old bunch of bananas have 
* • unexplainnbly started unfolding the lovlies blossoms, one each at 

the end of eaoh^banana. w obody ever seems to have heard of suoh 
—a thing and I most certain never did. Sometimes the pear trees, 
a ter blossoming in the Spring and putting out fruit in the 
summer< put out another set of blossoms in the fall, but 
these appear on the branches and not on the end of the fruit. 

■But here the thing unfolds. —A blossom on 'the stem, bunches of 
bananas on the stem, and a whole flook of other blossoms slap on 
the end of each banana. What a curious lot of things transpire 
on that front gallery. Rope i can get a pioturee of this latest 
twist in horticultural-handsprings of 1950. 


Monday, October 2nd, 1960. 


Memorandum: ••/ 

The persimmons go forward to you in the same post with 
this Mem or andum": 

I packed the fruit rather loose, thinking it might travel 
better, but a paper sack is on the t,op so you may put the fruit 
in it and throw the square box and packing trash away in the first 
ask can you enco'unter. There are two little paper sacks in the 
same package, the kLaraer one containing the narcissus , embedded in 
dampened cotton hulls to keep them from drying ouTTTido much, and 
the smaller sack containing three hyaohinthe bulbs, left in soil 
to keep them from drying out too mucfTHlSUi'“ ,,wmm 

As you know, these bulbs will make more sturdy stems if permitted 
to grow where it is fairly cool. They thrive in these parts unless 
a severe frost sets them bac£. I think they should begin growing 
atx right away in your latitude, although the radio spoke yester¬ 
day of a thermometer reading of 88 in your neighborhood which was 
probably in the 90's on the street,, but suoh flights into summer 
propably will not last long. 

My morning and afternoon was convulsed by the advent of that 
Ghreveport number. She brought me many garments from Rina, 
most of which are too small for me, but they will do ever so nicely 
for some of my friends. 

^ince -l have never been able to tell when £!&£££ was telling the 
'truth, I don t ^ut much stook in anything she says. She was quite 
sober for a Wonder and rattled along at a great rate, saying among 
other things that because of the peculiarity of Louisiana laws, she 
coulan t hope to get any "matrimony" out of her husband. (Smile) 

r *■* , r ■ 

And then with the alimony out of the way, she went on to 
explain her other financial difficulties and said she was signing 
away her rights to the Estate to prevent her husband from being 
able to attach anything. She told me she was stopping in town 
on her way baak home, stopping off to sign away her claims, whioh 
cortainly seems unexpected and landing her, - if true, right where 
I'always expeoted she would end up, but never did ray imagination 
penetrate suoh a ourious route. She says it is impossible to live 
on the $300.00 a month she is currently receiving from her 
husband and fs bound to have the few thousand her part in the 
Rstate will fetoh her. I advised nothing except when she said J. R. 
rocom: ended she take a small house in Ratohitoohes, whereupon I 
stuck out my neok sufficiently to sing the praises of Shreveport. 
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I got in a few good lioks at arenbourg early this morning. 

It was pleasantly oool until 8 o’clock., and I had planned to devote 
the balance of the day on this machine, but after the tempest in a 
teapot blew in, - and finally blew out around 2, I decided I 
would do better to return to Arenbourg than attempt anything 
else. Tie^.vinews had tangled up some of the Gardener's Garfier, 
and by snipping the vines, the big old plumes, bent over by 
the weight of the tangle, straightened up automatically when 
released, and now are waving proudly on high, looking more than 
ever like the great fans depicted by Gustave Dore in his Bible 
illustrations of Pharoh's Court. 

Except for a flock of unteresting stuff, today's post held nothing 
save the enclosure. I guess it is of no particular-interest but it 

i*\ keeps you abreast with things. You will recall Joe Avails is the lady 
who got no thanks for trying to contact the mother of a girl who was 
a room mate of her own daughter, with a view to saving Sister from 
getting bounced out of S. U., but received saant thnaks for 
her efforts, and in the end, circumstances proved that the lady's 
preuiotions were correot and with Lyle covering the retreat, Sister 
ended up by getting bounced regardless. LyleSs account of 
the final fling that caused Sister to be expelled was one of the most 
vulgar and effectively done things he ever retailed to me. I 
may have mentioned it beffore, how Sister, already on probation 
attended a dance in one of the University buildings, and etting 
high early in the evening, .absented herself from the party and 
sought seclusion in the office of the "ean of Women where she proceeded 
to sit down in the Lean's imposing leather chair and vomit all over 
the -^ean s desk. .According' to Lyle's version of college life, this 
was one ef ^ister s least objectionable doings, but somehow it always 
seemed to me a high point in something or other. 

The red Guernsey lilies encircling the African house are 
particularly lovely today, what with rayriades of ordinary yellow 
butterflies weaving zig-zag sunbeams in and out above the great 
censse elipse. Without knowing anything about it, I have always 
assumed these butterflies have something to do with the oaterpillers 
that used to desoend on the ootton leaves about this time of the 
year, - or earlier, and perhaps they are,.although we have no 
oaterpillers any mo^e. It seems those insects are migratory, coming 
from Mexico in early summer.and arriving at this point along 
in late July or early August in-the old days. But now the 
Federal Government sprays the border with D. D. T. about the 
time the migration is due to get under way and so forestalls 
the advance before it gets well under way on this side of the 

• Rio Grande. For harvesting ootton with a mechanioal picker the 
leaves must be disposed of before the raaohine starts, and that is 

* now accomplished by some kind of aoid distributed by air planes. I'm 
glad we don t have a mechan cal picker, - the little feathered 
friends have had a Lard enough season with the anti-boll weevil 

spray... .. . / _—- 


I4M 
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Tuesday, October 3rd, 1960. 


Memorandum: 

Thirty billion times would not suffice to re-tell you how 
enchanted Arenbourg and P am with all the nice t' ings oomlng to hand 
by Registered ^ail today i 

Arenbourg was much on my-mind, — or ear, — as I headed 
for the Post Office this morning. I had been tidying up around the 
luxuriant box-(yew) on the terrace when, Lol shay we say, a big 
old hornet sailed out of the'thing and gave me a clip on the ear. 

The latter at present enchences ray beauty no end, with something 
resembling a cauliflower sticking out on the rigjit side Of my head. 

I had been dreaming dreams before folding up my beard last night, - 
contemplating things for this season s planting at Arenbourg, and 
again may I say io! the birthday party was all in the making, and 
I had never dreamed of it when talking things over'with our little 
•floral friends at sun up. There is always an impulse to make such 
plans as the full heat of summer eases off and times become auspicious 
for such business. I shall'continue to contemplate the catalogues 
and do some of my planning out loud in a subsequent letter. 

Your letters of Tuesday, ’Wednesday and Thursday, all rolled into 
one, were a joy to my soul and while P shall probably ia forget 
to mention half the thin s you inquired about, 1 shall hit at them 
as they flit through my mind, regardless of the loss of coherence, 
should 1 be speaking of other things as they come to the mental 
sufraoe; « 

You inquire about the factor employed by the publishers in 
reproducing illustrations. The film is not required, but rather 
a glossy print only. I never did understand why'the thing had to 
be glossy, but so it'is, and that'is all P know about it. -But the 
film is not required. ’ * 

« 1 

I shall be looking forward with infinite pleasure to reoeipt of 
the photographs you are forwarding, and I suppose they will be 
here on Saturday. P shall look these over and return them to you 
when P forward the photographs I am hoping to have to hand before 
long, plus those whioh P have already tussled with ih making captions. 

The Alexandria,.photographer must be dwaddling, for the ones I was lookin, 
for from day to day haven't arrived yet. But as he is scheduled to 
be up this way Saturday or Sunday,. P am sure they will arrive either 
before that date or he will bring them with him. 
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You ask about my o nce(oonoept) as to what format the 
Scrapbook should take. I agree with you that it should at least be 
ns large as the Gilmore opus. The reason why it seems important to 
me to drum up a publisher in advance, if possible, is so we may 
decide on some size or other, - or acdept the dictates of the Editor, 
for in that way the f nal arrangements oovering preparation of material 
may be the more readily oontrived. As the t ing takes 
shape in my mind, it seems to me the book wouldn't have to be very 
thick but might make up in length and breadth what it laoks in 
thickness.^ If, as you suggest, we use full page piotures, with 
an accompanying text facing each, then the so-oalled captions 
could be a little longer and carry more details, and all heap of 
the stuff that would otherwise go into the text oould be broken up 
into jiages facing the pictures, — which I should like best, 

Vaguely in my mind the thing begins to suggest some such arrangement 
as to contents 

The first half or three quarters of the book devoted to Melrose 
aftd the Madam, with a kind of introductory text on whioh 1 am currently 
struggling, but keeping it down to 15 or 20 pages at most. Then 
would come a photo of the big house with a page of particulars, Then 
would follow two or three pages of related buildings, - The Studio, 
the Log “abin, leaving n-ouse, etc,, all with a page of text faoing them. 
Then might come the Diary, Then Rudolphs' piece, Caroline Mormon's 
article with photos in each, - the Madam Weaving, the M a dam gardening 
in her perruque, eto., and the Wagner business with the scrapbook 
illustration. This would just abbut oover the first seotion of 
the book, except for the Letters which T forgot to mention, - perhaps 
after the Wagner'article, or any other place that seerad adviseable, 

t 

Then would come the second part of the book, centering about 
Yucoa and the -frioan House. This seotion might be started off 
with the 1 Gane River|s Children of Strangers article, for word bulk, 
and the rest following in picture form with faoing text. The 
story of ifimma, with the picture of l<5g standing by the pioture 
would appear in this section, particulars,‘either in caption or in 
a couple page spread of words, covering about 3 or s6 of the Yucca 
portraits, Josephine _ M 0 nette, ^lemenoe and her doings, and everything 
we want to toss in about the colonial period and ante bellum years, 

— everything prior to "unt “aramie’s bow. 

J « 

How does this strike you. Of course this' would make the thing 
backwards, onronologioally speaking, but since the emphasis and 
greater wrritten material is on the Madam and the publio likes the 
personal appeal 6f the individual story, it seems to me that Melrose 
and the adam should cdme first, with Yucca following after, 

.So much mcfre to talk about and yet I see I am running toward the 
end of this page. I shall attempt a rough "table of “entente" as 

^r r V US £! Bti 2 n ’ but merQly a suggestion, to which you might 

add and subtruot and re-arrange as seems best, with a view to 

including it ,ith the manuscript if or scmJnrUnd.scccd,.... 




Ulr®. 


Wednesday, Ootober 4th, 1950. 


)\St ; o 


Memorandum: 

Yesterday was 
so the cake must • be p 


1 s birthday'and today is Madam Regard's 
1 piling up high next door, -- * 


t 

a . -The local radio station broadcast a quarter hour of 
.< “taphen Foster melodies this morning, including My Old 
Kentucky home, in Madam Regard's honor, fdr she is a native 

? nd 1 guess she must have ha 3 a nice day. 
nd Ii thiS ™ or ? in § and was Invited to accompany her 

n 9 a rausicale this afternoon in her honor, but I 

don't yod tSSfso^dmnir the ° lR “ eI “ thlB tyfmriteI 

That (Smile) business is just about breaking me down. I had 

JbbJ G0UplQ of , love otters for local swains during the 

past 24 hours, - one last night about 9 and the other this 

? quar Jf r of 5 »' and both of them used the same 
fi 9 0f i lflD9S ^ 1 bave long pondered on this custom of 
tn word » J and oan t ever remember having run aoross 

[I iL ??p-ht r f 0 i S ? Onde S O ! 1 9VQr QX Pl° red * Perhaps I wasn t looking 
tue right folio. But naturally I am wondering if it is exclusively 
a local useage, and if so, who and how started, exclusively 

t " • 

vvhd l Q on the subjeot of writing stuff, I also was asked 
toaay to write a note to the local St. Mathew's School, giving 

8 and dat9S of birth of the Parents of a^ 

? h 1 n^v hild ^ 1 « Vil?S wlth Sam Brown and wife, the child being 

a half brother of Sam s spouse. 6 

o ‘ • 

The mother of the child is dead and her vitatfcfl. statistics 

vofi U i 1 T' n0Wn, x but the P art ioulars about the father were 
available, and, astonishing they'were, I quote; 

• 

"Dear Teacher, 

• + 1 . boy ' s papa is Ambrose Peaoe. He was borned 

the 30^h day of September, 1829." ' 

4.uf;f ore the two fina l digits, I paused to'inquire 

ip tnere couldn t be some error but was assured that the date 

so e x°wfo? a 0l; ^ a ?/ Br ? B , ie " bad J^Bt "told 'em off" this morning. And 

Sri tkat a 181 yea * 014 ™“ 
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I think, we should use Prinoess £:i anitariura correspondence, and 
I reckon we should write ior her permission to do so shortly. As 
you know*, letters remhin the property of the writer until the latter 
dies, after which its ownership passes to the individual to whom 
it was written, or his heirs. This point always seemed a hit 
"round about", but is probably about as good a handling of the 
matter as could be contrived, in view of all theconsiderations 
covering suoh matters. » _ 

I believe the ruling is comparatively reoent, following a 
decision made by BritishiOourts in the 1930's perhaps. The 
matter came up for settlement when the heirs of iSllen Terry, the 
English actress, proposed publishing their mother's "love letters 
and epistles she had reeeiived from various eminent lovers in her 
time, including none other than George Bernard Shaw. That 
gentleman didn t want his love letters to Madam Terry published, 
and .thus, - anfi perhaps for the first time, - the. matter came 
up for Gourt decision. 

J >. ♦ • 

/ 1 somebody would do an article for headers Digest on the 

* ownership, oustody and control of correspondence, I believe 
OijmiA Lthere are more halters attached to letters t)ian any other form of 
■ personal property. For example an individual writes a letter 
n J ; and it is his to do with as he pleases. But onoe he drops it 
* » I in the mail box he thereupon looses'all t rights to possession and 

j has no right to pick it out of the box or intersopt it while it is 
in the custody of'the Post u ffice • u epartraent who ijust, without 
vast formality intervening, deliver the item to the person to 
whom it is addressed. The lattef, on receiving it from the 
Postal official f enjoys exclusive custody henceforth and may not 
be forced to give it back to the writer. But still the writer 
is the legal owner and thus enjoys the exclusive rights to any 
disposition that may be made of it, and so can deny the 
right of publication on the part of the individual in whose oustody 
it rests. The heirs of the individual to whom it was addressed may, 
if so minded, retain possession of the item and can or but oan claim 
sole ownership for publication purposes only fifter the death 
of the writer of the letter, ~nd, naturally, in the case of G. B. S. 
he just isn't ever going to die. 

I sent Madam Marco the little snapshot of the gallery which 
came irom the embryo film from which the enlageraent was made. Prom 
her enclosed letter, 1 take it she enjoyed seeing it. Her astonishing 
interest in things is a constant Source of inpiration, don't you 
think. Bhe mentions not having heard of the Whiskey Rebellion, but 
perhaps her school-books referred to it as Shay's Rebellion as it 
is sometimes called, when mentioned in difficulties be-setting 
George Washington s administration. I had forgotten old Wilkinson's 
wire was a Biddle, Really, somebody ought to do that family as 
Janes ±. Adame did the Adams'Family, a poor letter, scribbled 
wnile awaiting a secretary who never showed up. Well, perhaps better 
luck on the morrow. (Smile). 
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C I °l'ljD 


Thursday,' October 5th, 1950. 


Memorandum: 

To begin with, would you mind expanding your chest to its 
maximum while I prepare to pin on oitations uncounted and 
accompanying oak leaf clusters without end. 

« « 

After all, your letter of the , 29th_ has come to hand and 
contents noted. And I shall forget to Respond* to h&f the observations 
contained therein, what with all the admiration for your hanidwork 
that consumes me. ' .. - 

t f t • 

And ih today's post comes the sorapbook, together with the 
splendid enlargements, 1 — all safe and unwrinkled. I have not as 
yet had an opportunity to examine the individual notes attached to 
the enlargements but I Shall get to them shortly. In -the mean 

time, they are gracing my somewhat over sized" bed, along with a 
flock of enlargements reaching me 'today, too, - the ones from 
Alexandria, on which 1 have been stirring up captions. The 
whole shooting' trap will eventually be put to rights and 
sent forward a few days hence. 

I think 1 mentioned that the 'postman had a stroke the other day 
and remains in'the hospital. In consequence thereof,' the mails 
have been in the nature of the much advertised Italian trains prior 
to their autooratio operation by the late but not lamented 
Benito Mussolini. The substitute postman makes his rounds every day, 
and everything arrives in good order, but the time schedule has 
gone completely, out of whaak. It has been 9 a.m. that the 
mails were want to oome, but now if they get here at 5 p.m., 
we consider ourselves lucky. And a 3 p.m. train that 'used to take 
the out-going stuff still takes it at that hour, but, I conclude, 
about 24 hours later than before. I mention these facts slap off, 
so that if confusion reigns at your terminus, so far as slowness is con 
earned, you wi‘11 understand and rest assured that all goes well, 
albeit laggardly. 

. ' • «'• * l i) i . ^ 

I find the material you oopjied concerning 1864 Uatohitoches and 
the arrival of the Yankees splendid, and equally so the particulars 
regarding the 1744 Invenotry. "Red brocaded shirt with silver . 
fringe bottom' r , --wnat a business, and what a picture that 
all presents. I think you are wonderful to have caught all this 
and transcribed the same, but my wonder and admiration are mixed 
with dubious thoughts about the way you are putting yourself through. 
Please, please, please.your health comes first, and please 


f 












T 
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Note: - Grandpere's and Louis' ^oraan ^athollo Ohuroh on Cane Elver 
at Melrose is St. Augustin's (without the «).. On the other hand, 
the oolored (negro) Baptist Churoh of Melrose on Little River 1 b 
S t. Augustine's, with an "e") . 1 / 4449 


, u. 

' •* f • 

Friday, October 6th, 1960. 





Memorandum: ^ , . 

To hand your le-tter, read to me as of Uotober 4<h, out 
which is proha ly tha^ trt. what with the mails being so hy sixes 
and sevens. It is the item enclosing copies of captions. 

C *' * J \ 

A billion interruptions while reading this letter, and the 
final absconding-of my’secretary, whom 1 couldn’t blame, makes it 
uncertain if I shall be able to clarify the one-about my boudoir door, 
•but if it isn’t attached to this letteu, it will be in an accompanying 
envelope and a succeeding one. < 

You can drop the Qassellmann name entirely. Harry Smith is f 
using it for some of his work but, as I have just t learned, doesn t 
mind if his Smith name is used in this.material. 

I am glad you found the log cabin with the soaring African 
roof so entrancing. I thought it good, but that was merely 
a thought without assurance, what with one thing and another. 

Keep everything by way of raatieral just as long as you 
please, so it will be handy by, if the publisher requires a second 
look at the stuff. * D 

And thanks, too, for mentioning the "oorn" - "Wheat" business. 

If you will be so good as to adjust the thing to read as the 
document does, I shall be ever so in ebted to you. As you 
have often noted in the past, that "oorn" - "wheat" business is forever 
a stumbling block in Amerioan history. I guess it started over 
tne word "maize", whioh.in Europe meant weath and something else 
in the Jiraerioan-oolonies where people talked of ^Indian maize 
whieh was oorn. And then just to make things ever so simple,- 
there was a vast to-do in the early 1800's when England went to 
work on what Barlement was pleased to style "the ^orn Law8 , 
which, in reality, had nothing at all to do with oorn, as we under¬ 
stand the word, but dealt exclusively with wheat whioh is called 
oorn in England, and long before I had ever reached that stage 
in my education, I was so hopelessly confused about what people 
really.meant when they spoke of "oorn , that I never have untangled 
myself at thj-S late date, and so-must'.have used one word when 1 
should, of course, used the other. 

’While Louisiana isn't famous for its wheat, I supposed it may well 
have raised it during the colonial period, but since the 1770 census 
or some other, speaks’of .a thousand muleB in the H a tohitoahes, I 
assume corn must have been raised, too, sinoe oorn and mules seem to 



don't wear yourself out, - there are so many things in the years 
ahead' we wa*nt to pull through. 

If we find we need filler for the Yucca section of our book 
I should think the Invenotry papers, plus other documents aoming 
to hand, might be grouped into a section entitled something like 

"SIDE LljGhTS QU THE HATCH! TOGHS COUNTRY OF MARIE TnERESE MRTOYSS 

our minds open on such a possibility, for it 
that* inventory stuff, and it may supply just the 
as we proceed, we discover we are lacking one 


Let 1 s keep; 

is grand stuff, 
proper note, if, 
convincing chord 

As for the .1864 Unlon_ quotation, that is wonderful in a flock 
of ways. Perhaos we shall - want to emply it, aTs filler, too, i 
slapping it in beside the Dupre letters or some such. It is a 
fascinating example of Yankee propaganda, among other things, and 
is as old and* as modern as a Goeble s machine functioning at full 
capacity. I hadn't realized it before, but from this report of 1864, 
it sounds as though the Federal Army moved North from Alexandria to 
take Natchitoches. I assume this preoeeded the battle of 
Mansfield up 'Shreveport way, and that probably the *rmy of Banks 
then retreated "south again, - Grande Ecore, Natchitoches, Oloutiervil 
Monette"s Ferry (skirmish there) and thence to Alexandria, when 
the last named was burned. n Qr etofoxe I had supposed the Banks ~rmy 
moved only Southward, but from this it would seem to suggest they fir 
moved up and then moved down, although it. is possible that in moving 
Northward, they followed Bed ^iver and not Uane, and thus skipped 
Melrose on the way up and so, in reality, actually passed this way 
but once, on the way down. 

Thanks to your bright eyes, this manusoript offers fascinating 
reading as a potential sedtion in the ourre^t opus. Let's keep 
in on file menally, and in the event we don t use it in the present 
instance, it will make equally pertinent material for a volume on 
the Cane Hiver Country,’ or Natohitonhes or whatever. I am 
"bien tickle" sfbout the whole thing. 

You ask about a title for the ^adam's Diary. It might 
Suggest more co pleteness and less abridgement if we avoid using 
the word excerpt", don t you think, now about: 


"Few people, perhaps but two, ever realized! that -*iss Cammie 
kept .a Diary. Every day of her life bubbled over Viith such a 
profusion of physical and mental aotiv'ities ti.at it never seemed to 
occur to any one that she would think of taking time out to 
jot down her daily doings. Miss Gam IV Was in her 60's Vihen her 
energies reached their maximum oapatity.. Accordingly, it is 
random pages from her i>iary for that period that are reproduced here 
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Sunday, October 8th, 1950 


Memorandum: 

Galina diad at 11:30 tonight and so Arenbroug looses its nearest 
neighbor on the opposite back, of the river, and Heaven must be 
in a flurry at this moment, dusting off a seat about as 
close to God as anyone will ever occupy. 

And so, at a later hour than usual, I realize the pleasantest 
moment of the day when I can onat a little with you before 
drawing my curtains and calling day done. 

Saturday's post was heavy, and best of all a nice fat 
let ter - "from' you which, along with the other t ings, B haven't, 
had an opportunity to run through as yet. The secretaries 
were b sy in the morning, I had the Junior Ohamers of Gommeroe 
in the afternoon, et apres c a, l a Monte span. 

What with a couple little odds and ends to be attended to this 
morning, a didn't get to this machine before Bd Hand and some 
of his friends arrived to invite me to the camp for dinner, 
which I, of course, declined. But they linger here until 

_it was time for me to break, bread aoross the fence. On my • 

return, to *ucca I found ^rs. nolloman and flairv ^mith awaiting me, 
and 1 plun t ed slap into "photographic stuff. I didn t take many 
pictures, but each of tose I did take seemed to require much 
. time. Perhaps we shall use but two or three of them, but 

WrtO' they may contribute something to the book. ne had great 

difficulty in taking a Olemence mastergieoe which I tought 
should be included, as much for her story of the picture as for the 
aesign, although the later is alright. A nd I'thought we ought 
to have a picture of the wooden bars still remaining in the 
windoww giving on the ^outh galieryT 'I tried to rig up something 
that would give a little life to such a dull subject, and 
believe we succeeded. I also thought 1 had better get a shot 
at the cannon, since the Hand lik.ness of the same doesn't seem 
to come to hand as yet, and then, too^ I tought it would be 
nice to have a picture of the desk in the Madam's room, as 
an illustration"facing the list of hooks wmcn you nave already 
contrived, as running aoross the top of the desk. 

• - 

Pil rims arrived before the omith-Holloman contingent had 
departed and before the pilgrims had gone, i*r.'hand arrived 
witn a flock of people. Ee^rought me an elegant supper from 
Madam Hand, - which I haven t tasted as yet, and probably shall not, 







^ l o/^n, 
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but it turned out that I had to aooompiiy Dr. Sand and his guests 
back: to the camp to see Mrs. Hand about something or other 
which wasn't clear to mo at the time, but whioh got no clearer 
after ray visit. Perhaps she merely wanted to talk, with me on 
general subjects to get back into the swing of things, anyway 
we left her guests and sat alone out under the cedars and chatted 
about her mother who isn't so well and about a dozen people 
of mutual aoquaintnace. 


Monday, Ootober 9th, 1950 


Memorandum: , 

The postman outdid himself today by arriving at 2 o'clock 
instead of 4 or 6, as opposed to 9 a.ra. deliveries of 
the regular mailman who remains in the bed as a result of his 
stroke. The nicest thing about the "early" arrival was 
not the time element but the fact that he brought me your 
grand letter. )ul -&JLcU^ & 

It was so good of you to acquaint me with what goes on in 
the metropolitan theatre, and I am so glad you had an opportunity 
to see such interesting doings at Carnegie. .Surely HuthSt . 
henis^is remarkable, thus maintaining first place in the 
rSETmof the Dance in spite of her 70 years. I have often 
thought one of the gre»t compensations of Art to the artist, and 
especially in the field, of the i 'heatre, that age seems to 
increase the popularity of the individual proportionately 
with the flight of the years, —so radically the opposite 
of the fate of oldsters in Business. Perhaps the actor 
is proof-positive that practice tends to make perfeot, or is it, 
perhaps, that the audience tends to eduoate itself in matters 
of appreciation with the farailarity that developes for one 
personality or another and so comes to realize and recognize 
the talents of the individual which mi 0 ht be brushed aside 
unnoticed, were the personality of the indiv.dualunknown to 
the audience. 

On another tack, X am reminded, too, as I read your 
aocount of la, belle at. Denis'gifts, - I am reminded, 1 intneded 
saying, of an impressive list ,of theatre people with greatest 
box office pulling power in the 1930's. With a few notable 
fcoeptions/- Garbo, h e trich, etc., the most popular personalities 
were*the very young, - Shirley Templ6, etc., and the definitely 


hr. Hand brought me home and C Q i es te hailed me to have supper 
with her and Madam He'gard. ^ut X declined. Sam ^eace was 
waiting for me on my gallery' when I finally got to Yucca at 
first dark, ^e wanted to talk about some of his marital 
probleams, and we disolved them in a glass of wine, i'hen, as 
Sama left, Celine's great grand nephew appeared, saying that 
"Nan", as he calls her, who had had a mild stroke on Friday, wasn't 
doing so good, would X‘go over. I would. The poor dear was 
unconscious, and it . s evident she wouldn't last long. 

I feel so sorry for poor old Job, her husband, now in his 
90's, I guess', although 7 years Celine's junior. He had always 
loved her so aearly, now that she was ueaa, he wanted ever so raue£ 
to be close-close to < her for the last t'ime. But the bed was 
so high, ne coulan t’get close enough to her corpse to see it well, 
and he coul n t find anything to crawl up on to satisfy his 
wish to hold her once more in xiis arms, and his shakey, rheumatic 
old legs would support him to stand long by the bed. It' was 
all 'so pitful and not a soul in the place to think of poor old 
Joe, what with all the tears being sx.ed over Celine. 'it seemed 
so imperative that Joe should amke it, and make it he did, nis 
worn old body across the foot and side of the hig old bed, his 
fra e convulsed with grief asa he pressed his face.down against 
Celine's cooling hand and wept like a child. I don t know 
t ere could have been anyone in the room not crying? for my own 
eyes were to misty to fcave told,. Jaad.l .even ofcred to glance about. 

t 

And so Celine, departing from a oirole of friends whp 
loved her much, has moved on to greater glory, her pathway lighted 
by a constellation of good-ddeed stars whose brilliance is unsurpassed 
by any gone before, already she has undoubtedly been greeted by 
those already preoeeding her, and, if my guess is right, sue 
will not have to wait long before welcoming‘^ood old Joe who 
will not tarry long behind, now ^ that, sjie has gone bn before. 

But the hour grows late and X h.'iu getter breatt off for now. 

I regret I forwarded the caption for my boudoir door without 
having gone ovoY it a second time. X think I oould malte the 
papargraph about the door.way, - and especially the gun above it 
much less oluasey, Xf y 0 u would oar.e to return it, I shall be 
glad to have another g6 at it. In the opening sentence, too, 

HI d m ? pftTr 4- V +■ 4* Vi« A -Q . -A . If — r n a. • < _ „ ■ . 
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October 10th, 1960 


And thanks, tool*, for giving me such a comprehensive aocount 
of S out he r n ^xnosure. I a sure it will serve mo well, as did 
your ‘excellent account of The Wisteria frees which interested me 
so much and provided me withso much better understanding of 
what was being said when passing pilgrims mentioned the play. 

Wasn't it interesting that certain lines of the play brought 
to mind the Pilgrimage article itself. And you, in turn, 
in giving some of the details, recalled to ray own mind a quirk, 
of certain pilgrims that I had forgotten, - a rather rare re- 
netion, due one tnat comes to the surface once in a great while. 
The manifestation was best expressed by the wife of"a Dallas 
banker who was brought here to look over Melrose last 
Srping. There were six people in the party, a banker and his 
wife from Natchitoches who are friends and who love Melrose for 
what its stands. The two Dallas bankers and their wives were 
invited to make the tour by their Natchitoches hosts who had 
asked me about doing so months in adyance. The Louisiana 
husband and wife, long familiar wit what Melrose stands for, 
exuded delight with all they saw, but the : Dallas couples 
tended to be rather frigid and Slav to respond to anything 
much. In the midst of things, the wife of one of the Dallas 
gentlemen broke in on my rig-a-marole, saying: 


Memorandum: 

Miss Laramie loved to tell about the time, during the 1920's, 
when she had her fingers in a dozen pies all at once, old Miss 
Leiudivine said late one afternooo: ' 

"Daughter, t'he reason you don't accomplish more is because 
you don't plan your days ahead." 

And so the Madam, well aware of the probable eventualities, 
sat down with her Mother, and together they laid out plans for 
the entire day to follow. 

Game the day, came a hundred unexpected circumstances and 
about as many unbidden people. And so that day came to a close, to 
and both ladies, embracing each other in merriment, laughed as they 
considered their schedule, formulated the day before, and realized 
they hadn't been able to undertake a single, solitary item on the 


The Natchitoches host and hostess were covered with 
confusion but I bridged thediffioulty byassuming I thought 
she was being playful and said 1 would wrap up Jane *'iver and 
send it along, too, as a lanyap. A few minuses later 
while the two ladies remained on the inside of the African house 
and the rest of us were on tne outside, observing the curious 
construction of the building, the voice o,f one of the ladies 
seeped through the iron -bars of the sarall window. The one had 
apparantl'y admonished the other, whereupon the other defensively 
countered with: ' 


Well, so far, as I, am concerned, I dji't see any reason 
why I-should allow myself to be dragged through an old place 
like this just to look at antiques. After all, I think itB- 
a waste of time to look at anything I want if I can't buy it 
for myself." 

If God would only stenoil the cost on a sunset and hang 
a price tag on the Evening,^tar........... 

J-t was so kind of you to send along a clipping for ^ugene 
O'Neil, r., obituary. I am putting it in my Thursday morning 
folio. ‘How can,! begin to thank you for all the million 
things you do in preparing a table before me".. 











RS# ffH-5003 in the Southern Historical Collection 

Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


From the fRANCOlS rll 6N0N r APEI 

University of North Carolina Library 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: I 


Either in this letter or under separate cover, I shall enclose 
one or two nieces of correspondence of no special interest hut which 
I always like to share. The one from ^rs. lavis made me 
realize it might he nice, if the photo turueo out nicely, to have 
a few small pictures of the Chapel that could occasionally he 
sent to on6 person or another 


Wednesday, October 11th, 1950 


Memorandum 


from time to time, - I suppose 
the ordinary film size would he fine, - whatever that is, 
by '3, or some such, jusc something that could lj;e tucked in with 
an ordinary letter. : 7 “ mgm 

r.erhaps a dozen or so might do nicely, and if-'they are inclined to 
he rather high in nrice in Manhattan, y 0 u might .send the film and 
I could have ^arry Smith “knock, off a few for me. Oddly enough, 
the ^hapel seems to appeal to people who are primarily interested 
in the ante helium aspects of Melrose, and in view of what 
Mrs. h n vis has to-say*about her reaction, what Mr. Stern had to 
say, and so on, it seems to me-it might he nice to he able to 
send them long the likeness of the sketch, assuming the it 
came out satisfactory. But 1 pray you noG to burden yourself with 
all this business if circumstances at your local photographic 
shop'are difficult, for the whole idea is but a whimsey on my 
part, and time doesn't enter into consideration of the business 
and under no cireumst nces do x want to add additional burdens to 
the billion items already balancing on your shoulders. 

In a recent’letter, you were so kinu as to express interest 
in the balanoe of the air '‘alter acott poem about St. Cloud. 

.Don't bother to look it up, if you haven't already; “It usually 
doesn't appear, I think; i n his collected wor^s. Haver in 
ray life did I ever know anyone’who had ever heard of it. I 
stumbled across it in a little old hook in our library and 
loved the poem, I suppose, because I loved St. Cloud. It 
v?as written, I think, in 1614 when Scott was-in Paris at the 
time the combined forces of -Britain. Prussia and Russia had 
occupied the place during ^apeoleons first downfall. I guess 
nobody ever liked it much, since it-never got into many collections 
of his works, but it does seem a little odd that no one with 
whom I ever talked, including ^r. Butler, knew auything about 
it. At the first opportunity, I shall find the little volume and 
send it aiong, for I have a feeling you will like St. Cloud. too. 

Within the next two or three days, I shall send along some 
of the photogrphs with attached captions, together with the 
flat sketch on cardboard that Hina maae for the end papers. I 
had hoped to send all the photographs outstanding, tut as I 
am still waiting for some, perhaps it will he just ae well to send 
these few along, thus providing you with succeeding shipments, 
which will undoubtedly he just as easy to handle, and I'll follow 
up this shipment with another shortly. Locally the weather is 
all bright, blue and beautiful and may you he able to say as much 
for your own i mediate surroundings. 


And so there sat three of us in St 
at^Zeline's funeral, - three of 
Catholic, a Protestant and a Jew 
liked^that alright, and although 
forgotten the corpse and fainted, had 
Joe Levy (Miss iStte 
have been fine, too 
Heaven 


2 inches 

" l 

If such reproductions don't cost much in Hew York 
erhaps a dozen or so might do nioely 


:ustin s Church. 
e same paw, - a 
Zeline would have 
na mourners would have 
. a Hegro joined Celeste 
's broti.er) and me, still that would 
, , - » and Zeline would have looked down from 

, chuckl'ed a little and nodded her approval. 

It was a beautiful morning. 

The Church was filled to oapacit 
us three. Th&re were lots"of h 


or some such 


warm and all blue and gold. 

, - all muiattoes except 
-hes in arms W;.o livened things us 
whines. Rather Callahan, once 
of -Duquesne, oelebrated the Mass. My mind wondered hack to 
Mr. Bachelier and Rather Becker saying Mass at that funeral. 

hLr^St u vnf Guri ? us Parallel: - the,one priest I ever 
r * f Jaohl f er oaH a rogue saying his funeral service, 

priest or human being I .ever heard Zeline speak of 
t ' S J? ing ' 5 er final service. But in neither case did 
it seem to matter, for both scarcely seemed .present or the object 
Ox the 6 atnering, having passed from’one glory on earth to 
a greater one on high. 

v,ande . red throughout, what with none of the doings 
torihit>h°^ V0 t m ^ relationship to the memory of the person 
the oharada was being conducted. I thought of those 
two books that appeared in. Rrance or Germany, or oossihly both 

0if 8 - ’WJSUS.SS! II kumoIm S S. 

LuH.IL aaT Ror all the hokus-pokus of the 

I doSht iTi?^^? m ?vf G ” tailll y h ave left Zeline cold, and 
if there 1 ™™ J anything to anyone in the audience, -even 
forgotten ? P r9sent who mi S ht have understood the 

doefn't f* WOn ? eX ! d " hy int he world the Ohuroh 

iSttv.VS* in its skirt and put the business into 
JJJ° tha ? t S e .°° muni °ant8 oan understand what is being 
f ? 0d raUst stand flnglish as well as poor 

atin. But then it occured to me that n«rh»nn 


friend, ana I was hack 
morning services, more 
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this Wednesday morning bell ringing and holy smoke didn’t 
make much difference either way, so far as Zeline was con¬ 
cerned, for most certainly she had taken he rightful place 
in heaven last Sunday night at the hour she quited her 
friends on Jane Hiver. 

As for the balance of the day, I felt determined that 
Arenbourg deserved some of te attention denied it yesterday, 
and so I spent the major portion of the afternoon in that 
section, reserving tonight for work on the Underwood, for x 
,J. and Celeste have gone to 'Alexandria where fiinglin^s 
circus is holdiig .forth as it .meanders in'a somewhat circuitous 
rou e tow rd its Winter home in Florida, and once in a while 
during the waking hours between 9 and midnight, I shall mosey 
past Madam Regard’s habitation for no other reason than to 
let the lady spieep in greater peace 1 , perhaps, knowing that 
tjie silent Uightwatoh passes her way without' troubling to 
awaken the neighborhood by screaming "All’s well" or whatever 
those disturbers of t the peace in the old days used to proclaim 
every 60 minutes from dusk ’til dawn. 

And speaking of one thing reminds me of another, - which 
I may or may not have mentioned in recent sittings, for one 
thing, passports, used a year or two ago by la fillinghast 
and friend, have recently been renewed and I hearcl" talks of 
Paris and heaven knows what all for subsequent use before 
1960 plays out. Paris in December seems a little odd for 
an intial visit but then for some people one time is as good as 
another. *nd in the same vein a Saturday visitor of last week and 
the week before asked me if i wouldn't like a quantity of 
paint with a view to giving a coat te all the chairs, benches, etc.,* 
on the gallery facing the white garden. I demurred, expressing 
a preference for the natural wood, fHankly thunderstruck 
at the thought of daubing them up in gay modernistic hues. Perhaps 
the sugar pot in a dull silvery aluminum paint, sitting on a 
sickly lavendar painted rail i stone might be striking. - or 
would one say killing. Vail, anyway, I ain't going to paint. 

s t 

You will find the Overdyke letter as hilariously paraxdooial 
as I did; - to wit Hurry and got your book out and in the 
midst of making the effort, may I drag in 60 people for 
a tour, I shall write him I sm forced to receive the new 
faoulty members of the local oollege 3 methime within the 
month, and he oan drag his road runners at the same time, 
and thus permit me to oonoentrate ray distraatioii 0 h the same 
afternoon. I am disappointed with his synopsis of Graudpere’s 
inventory and while I shall be glad to assit him with particulars 
about the old .house, built for the grandfather of the mulatto 
^liry Sertzqg, - bearing the same name", I ahal 1 refer him to 
the Parish priest for a "synopsis'' Of the Church records, don't 
you think so. 


ij 
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Pane River Souvenir _ 

Persimmons from Melrose 

larger paper sack, 

—narcissus from Arenbourg 

Smaller paper sack, 

—3 hyacinthes from Gr ndpere’s garden. 


L 
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Thursday, October 12th, 1950. 


- 501 


Memorandum; ' 

« 

It is .obvious that beginning Su'nda, , the 15th, and for 
the ensuing week, we have to roll up our sleeves and go to 
work., for I saw a Government poster tacked up bn the Post 
Office today, proclaiming the week, of October 15th as 
National Letter Writing Week., and everyone is urged not to let 
the 7 days go by without writing a letter. 

Inthe morning I must remember to ask the clerk if he hasn't 
an extra one which I can fold up neatly and place in an evenlope, 
addressing the same to one 0. Samsey and one 0. Lormon, 
both elusive as' sprites and notoriously poor at pen- 
pushiagd speaking of letters impells me to refer to the 
enclosure from Georgetown, it the same' time I forwarded the 
bulbs to 908, I se.nt a few to Georgetown, too, - a couple of 
the tiny hyacinth bulbs from Grandpere's garden, and some 
narcissus, not from Arenbourg as to you, but from Y cca for her, 
since they were from the same bed that flowered here when Joe 
was dwelling under this roof. »nd now it turns out that the 
lady never knew this place as Yucca, which probably isn't so 
odd, since nobody in those yeurs ever concerned themselves with 
tie original status of the place. I thought the Yucoa busness 
both as an early impression on the baby's mind and her discovery 
of old Abraham's handiwork a coincidence. What'she doesn't know, 
living in Connecticut, is the further coincidence that the 
same family she mentioned not only lived in Holloand for a while, 
to escape the rigors of the religious wars of the 1500's, but 
that early in the 1600's, some of them r turned to the 
"old country", as Mr. -Oaohelier used to call it, while others 
hazarded the sea, and landed, of all places, slap in Connecticut. 
Wasn t that odd. 

But what as always seemed a little more remarkable to me 
wa£ the faot that a little later, one member of the clan still in 
the "old country", headed out with old Prontenao to Quebaa . and 
Accompanied him through thd raid winter snows in nis campaign into 
what was latef to'beoome New York State, and somehow during the 
Amerioan sojourn, got tangled up with a daughter of the 
Connecticut branch that was some kin or other, thus uniting 
the Yucca painting strain with the'more military minded branch, and 
effecting a union ti.arwe so often associate with the Prudhommes 
and the like who would have done just as well had they not stuok 
so close to the sa e family tree. 
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Mrs. Vernon Cloutier 
Beaufort Plantation, 
Natohez, Louisiana. 




Friday, Oatober ,2lth, 1950 


■ It required the greatest fortitude on ray part to "stay put" 
this morning from 5 until 10, hammering away at this keyboard 
inste- d of marohing up the road to have a go at the iirenbourg 
pre-planting preparations. I seem to have picked up a 
vague stuffiness in the head, - for colds seem to be making 
their rounds, and what I aotually accomplished on the Underwood 
wasn't of much moment, I fear, but * shall cheok on that at 
my next sitting with one or the other of the meandering 
secretaries. But after I had discharged the Knipraeyer amenities, 
1 couldn t resist to delve and dig in the soil a bit', and 
in spite of the 85 degrees by afternoon, I gat quite a few 
tilings done, although I must -say I did quite a bit of dwaddling 
on my own hook. • 

I had a telephone fro m Ora at supper time. I hadn't 
heard from her in quite a while and she wanted to report from 
her- siok bed that she really wasn't so fcad, but merely sagging 
from the exoitoraent of school getting under way and from 
ft heavy chest cold, plus the strange drugs given her to counter¬ 
act the same. But even as Celeste braved her ailment to 
go to the circus', so Ora plans to disregard the sick chamber and 
head out for some kind of a football game in hew Orleans this 
week end. And the* killin, part of it is that suoh jaunts seem 
to cure some people on the verge of illness or even with sickness 
already upon them. 1 never could oomprehend such physiaal 
reaction to physical stimulent, what with my own slothful nature 
forever wanting to stay put when I am below par, and having scant 
urge to travel much further afield when bursting with vigor. 

I suppose the ma:vel of medecine is that everyonce in a white 
Science stumbles over something like asporin that seems to 
suit the needs of all individuals, for surely tr.ere seem to 
be might few impulses to return to health that follow identical 
or even parallel patterns, and in ray own case, I know perfectly 
well that it would never occur to 1 me to make a hundred mile round 
trip to a oircus or a 600 mile round trip to'a football game to 
cure the sniffles. But as the famous ^rs; kelly of Chicago 
remarked on kissing the cow; 

"There's no accounting for taste" — and cure-alls, 

< • ^ 

Brora the Wagner enclosure, we may gather, I suppose, that 
old Kansas will start perking any moment, if, indeed, she hasn't 
already. Apparently my last letter to her c nveyed the desired 
impulse, and A shall acknowledge the present one with another 
pep note to spur her on, whioh I might make in triplicate, I guess 

sending one copy each to J. Dormon and -l. Triohell. Well, let 

me get at that right now, and thus save you from further dullness. 


Memorandum 


May I tell you that your elegant package with photographs and 
letter and transcript came in today's post and that I am tickled 
from top to toe. 

I think you are to receive many oitatibns with oak leaf clusters 
for the excellence of your photography, and I think your idea 
of sending a likeness of the Unapel to JSina and of M. et Mme. ^aroisse 
Prudhomme'i excellent. But I think the gensture of the latter to Beth, 
coming from y.ur true hand, as a surprise party, following your 
call at Beaufort one day last June would be stunning, although the 
lady might never write to acknowledge the same, as she seems that way 
about writing. Once, years and y&ars ago, as I recall, Beth tried 
to get a likeness of m. et M mQ , JJarc^sse from the Madam but the latter 
being out of sorts at the time, didn t effdot the matter. Personally 
I think she would be entranced at having the likeness, but whether she 
should'b© or not, it seems to me the picture ought to be in Beaufort, 

And so I leave the matter to your own decision, to bd acted upon at any 
old time . ou might feel the impulse; - if any. Sometimes it seems 
wise to hold such items for trading purposes, but in the present 
instance I have no inclination for suoh business, although I never 
was given mw of he: old coats of arms , and she never did let the 
Had am and me see heT~oTd Brudhorame 'geneology. But none of that, in my 
opinion, counts. The thing is, as I see it, that the photo raphod 
should be at the ante-bellum home of the harcisse Prudhoraraes, and 
the gift, coming to Beth from suoh an unexpected quarter, ought to 
afford her such a pleasure on its reoeipt, and in speaking of it a 
billion times in days to come when visitors have it called to their 
attention and you are named 'as the surprising donor. 

As for Hina, I am qite out of touch with her, and I should have 
written ever so far back. But each day I have half felt^ she might 
pa: s this way, without proclaiming her intentions in Shreveport. She 
gave me an address of 1240 Third street, Corpus Christi, Te^as, but 
^ister gave me another address subsequently, and that I don t seem to 
remember. But I shall drop a card to 1240 - 3rd, asking if-she is 
there, and shall then write her. 

■ , 1 •• •• . L"" S > '• * 

_you have already received Anne Parrish's letter auvsing of the rec 


oeipt of the persimmons, and as a larger box went forwaid to you on 

the same day, you will concur with me in bel&iving that your 

ship ent mu t have dwaddled along the way. If the paokage is 

lost, it would be of no moment, for more Areubourg narcissus can be sent, 

although the persimmons have about played out, so far as being in a state 

for shipping, but if something had to be lost, thank heaven it was 
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a paoa ge such as this, being purely sentimental, and not one of 
photographs and pictures and things that couldn't be replaced and 
might be «of permanent Value. 


You ask. about Helen. I haven't heard from her since the 
last letter I passed along to you.- I figured she must be waiting 
to hear from Houston before taking pen in hand. 'Or perhaps she already 
. has received a "Ho Tnank You" from that quarter and accordingly has 
felt inclined to put off breaking tne sad news as long as possible. 

If she only knew how galvanized we are against’depressions arriving with 
rejectiongx slips. 

Hut here in the same post with your letter of inquiry about ^elen, 
comes this equally unexpected letter from Qarolyn . herewith enclosed. 
Today is Friday, and I don't recall the date of her letter, but 
it is too late for me to get a letter of response to her that could 
be delivered before early next week. It seems to be slightly confusin 
to me, - what she has to say, but I guess it means she is passing this 
way this week end or'next, and that she ife coming with nelen and 
Lucille and husband, or is coming wit Helen alone, or perhaps 
is coming all by herself. She fegrets having consumed her vacation 
of 3 eaks without establishing contact with u elrose, but I don't 
regret it, for I have been too busy to bother'with anything but - 
stuff to hand, ana besides, — I didn t even remember, - if , indeed, I 
ever knew, that she was fixing to have a vacation. 

I'm glad : you found the hatham letter alright. And don't you 
worry about "my associate", for nobody in this world could-so nobly 
* tos? the manuscriprt and photographs at lower 6th avenue. And besides, 
don t ever establish direct oontact with Editor's if you find tne oontaot 
in the slightest way objectionable, for you must never subject yourself 
to thaft, but r-ther just send the stuff my messenger and let the iSditor 
return the same to ytfii with appropriate comments. But if you should 
like to chat a bit with the Editor, and since you do know the subject 
better than* anyone, X am sure it would afford any gentleman or lady 
a spocial pleasure to know you and to talk about old Louisiana a bit, 
regardless of'w ether the manuscript and pictures are of any commeric 1 
appeal. * " 


. I have hesitated about sending along the package of nhotoa-raniiR 
with the end paper illustmt^n this week, the mails have been so oonfusinj 
during the substitute postman s regime. But I shall send the package this 
coming week r.gardless. I think you might tentatively include your 
copy of "Cane «iver s Children of Strangers" along with the photographs 
of Cane *iver types* - includied in the piotres being sent, and 
explain to the editor, if I dwaddle too'long, that the part about 
Melrose and the Iladara will be of about the same nature and extent as 
the U aue ‘iver artiole and will bo forth coming shortly. There is 
no rush about any of this business of submitting the script to ^atham 
or anyone, but I mention the possibility, so you may be guided accordingly. 

should a rare opportunity of absences and contact \the one in your immeidl 
vicinity, the other from down 5th avenue- way) make the time seem 
especially convenient for you in advance of receipt of final paperipapars 

your letter and tne picures, they are all so nice. 


I am so happy to have 


Sunday, October 15th, 1950. 


Memorandum; , ' 

Hot a lick on this typewriter until this 1 moment, 
which is,long past dark. Ho.hum..... 

Instead of getting up early and hooking myself to 
the old Underwood, I foolishly got up early and marched up the 
road to Arenbourg. The rest of the story is obvious, what 
with the weather fine and interruptions before I arose from 
my 9,o'clock bath, 

■dinner across the fence, and your friend. Irm aoraperyac 
Willard, floating in just as we sat down. She wanted to 
consult with me about the operation of her Depa rtment of Art 
which sfre seems t o head for the State of -Louisiana^ and 
accordingly followed me to Yucoa after dinner.But our 
conference was brief, what with half of Michigan barging 
in shortly after our arrival, followed by some Colorado numbers, 
on whose heels followed hr.Hand, bearing a huge supper tray 
and asking me if I w ruld show him where dwells the Reverend 
Gillie. It was 4 p.m., and I would. After all, it was in 
g' good"cause, for Dr . Hand proposes to show the baptisin' 
pictures in a Baptist ^hurch with a view of charging a small 
fee for the benefit of the Reverend Gillie's flock. The 
Reverend, was wonderful, his expression that of a complacent turtle, 
obviously puzzled at this new manifestation on the part of white 
people, filling him with wonder about the Hand suggestion, 
but somehow, apparently because he knew me, accepting the 
proposition as honest and disinterested, although still 
amazed that such things, after all these years, should actually 


The Reverened lives up 'the road not too far from 
Red Rivernot too far from the Montgomery ferry. He introduced 
us to a neighbor. I understood him to say the man's name 
Was "Holy. Djiisy", but it turned out' to be Harvey Davis, 
which is alright, but not' nearly so exciting. 

Back at ^elros'e, tne doctor wanted me to drop by the camp to 
get a clipping he had for me. Most o'f the crowd had gone. We 
Had a highball, sitting on the gallery above the water. The 
surface of the river was like a tarnished mirror, what with 
the first stars begining to reflect in its smooth surface, 

the sve’lt likeness of the new cresoent moon, hanging low 
over' the Montrose hills. I thought now muoh you would 
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would have loved the peace and the 18th century provincial 
atmosphere, 

jsurin, our ride, Hr, Rand had told me several interesting 
things. u ne was that bam Jones, while Governor, had appointed 
him a member of the 12 man State Board of health . When 
Long went into office, Lr. Hand promptly sent in his resignation, 
the only member of the Board who did, Promptly Govern Long 
fired the 11 members who hadn't resigned, and telap- oned 
Lr. &and, asking him why he had resigned, nr. Rand told him 
that he had resigned beoause he had been appointed by 
a political-power opposed to tne jQong roach ne, that he 
himself had not voted for Long and did not care to function 
on a Board he understood would be expected to bow to the judgement 
of others than their own viewpoint.. Gov. Long told him that 
was just the kind of people he wanted on the Board, and asked 
him to continue to sit so long as he felt free to exercise his 
independent judgement. *nd so Lr. Rand remains, and 1 suppose 
there is some advantage in being on the inside, but sometimes 
voting negatively while the other 11 vote in the affirmative. 

Back to Irma, she saw the portraits of the Cane &iver types 
spread out on my bed. She found them splendid. She 
asked me'if 1 knew the Cyeigers (Basement Bookshop) who were 
re-publishing Lyle's books. I said I didn't. She"said she 
was having lunch with me ths week and asked if she might 
mention the ^elrose book to them. I told her she might, 
explaining to them that she knew nothing about any 
commitments or plans I might have, which she doesn't, of course. 
She was enraptured at the prospect of the: publication. I 
wonder, in, a pinch, if her enthusiasm might counter-balance 
any adverse ^ane opinions. 

The paucity of secretarial assistance h s impelled me to 
strike out at another approach to the opening pages of the 
Scarpbook, but I shall omit reference to the new idea until 
my next sitting when I may be able to send along a sample. 
Momentarily I toy with the idea of having the p first printed 
page devoted exclusively to the Madam 1 s obituary, reproduced, say, 
from the Shreveport Times , which, 1 believe, you hold. 

This wouldonrry out the scrapbook feeling and give the casual 
reader a brief account of the lady's oareer., Then, with a 
picture in between, would aome what I- am pleased momentarily to 
entitle: "Melrose Time-Table /'giving a 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
account of a day in the Madam's life, at plantation mistress, 
breaking the thing into paragraphs, marked off by the several 
hours of the day. I have reaohed, 10 a.m., and am hoping 
a break tomorrow may enable me to round out the day. Then I'll 
send it along for your consideration, wdt appropriate notes. 

f * ‘ * * ■ .. ,' 1 . i . v \ • . • 

^ enjoying, the Blessed ^artin and M. et Mine ^aroisse 
so .u-oh. They are oertainly lovely reproductions. 
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Monday, Ootober 16th, 1950. 


Memorandum: . 

I had such a nice time at Areribourg this morning, 
tucking big old basketfuls of- cotton trash and hulls about 
the footsies" of the Portunis, gaandifloras and camellias. 

This-is similar to the stuff the ^renbourg narcissus were 
packed in, which may, or may not mean anything, since it is 
possible the .package has never reached you. It is splendid 
for most of tne. ^renbourg items, and particu arly now during 
this exceedingly dry period, for it tends to retain the moisture 
that drains down nightly from the leaves of the plants. And 
at the same time it is a fine fertilizer, soaking gradually into 
the ground to enrioh the soil when Spring feeding time rolls 
'mound. • — < 

I am. having Peter and -^og take us several truch loads to 
■arenbourg so there may be an ample coverage for the roots 
of the crepe myrtles, nandinas, pears and persimmons, not 
to mention the* "tiny mimosas. 

. _ •> 

I feel ever so noble when eventually, I force myself to 
.march baok to< Xucca and the Underwood, for that operation 
requires vast fortitude when the alternative of fussing around 
at Arenbourg supplies such a definite exouse for remaining in 
that neighborhood. But I don t try doing much outside in the 
mid-day sun, for the thermometer continues to "hoover" between 
85 and 90, although it plumsts to the 50's during the«night. 

This alternating heat and chill of course produced a heavy dew 
nightly, and thus the s absence of rain doesn't matter so much. 

The _oisterns - of drinking water have long sinoe bee n empti ed, 
and we are hauling drinking water from town in big oia~lJOgallon 
glass bottles. 

.On the home front, the laggaxdly postman arrives and departs 
at such ourious hours that ooramunicatioBS TYOTn here must reaoh 
you on quite a different sohedule. The regular postman made 
hie round in such a time limit as to get out-going 1 mail to 
the railroad in time to oatoh a 3 p.m; train, traveling either 
toward Mew Orleans or Shreveport, 1 know not which. But 
r believe it was a mail train, and so now everything must be 
departing from k 12 to 24 hours later, sinoe he sometimes doesn't 
leave here before 3 or 4 o'clock in the afternoon. Maturally 
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I have accordingly been able to formulate but the vaguest notion 
as' to vfh'eri might be be'st to send the photographs so they would 
reach you at the most convenient time, as indicated in your recent 
letter, 

A batch has gone forward today, tog-ether, with the en d paper 
sketolu In view of the lost persimmonpackage, it seemed to 
me well to insure the present package for a hundred dollars, - just 
to' encourage g;nr eater care, I made the thing just as small 
as possible, the thickness being not greater than a magazine, 
life or Saturday livening ^ost. It probably measure about 
18 by 24 inches, I hope it will not be difficult to manage. 

The pho'tos are flying around "fancy free, for wi.at with 1 
the clips attaching the captions to each, I thought if 
distributed over the sur'face of the cardboard of the 
sketch, they would be less likely to crease and crack the surface 
of the individual print. The package will go forward at 
the same time this letter does and will arrive at the 
appropriate time, — let us hope, I had a large envelope for 
the portraits of the Lane * k iver types but at the last moment 
misplaced it, and so just let them slide along, equally 
"foot loose". 

I have no duplicates' of the cautions, ^ut in one or two 
instances have I been able"to have them read back to me. 

There are many errors and several will have to be edited, I 
presume But I' send them along as they are, - regardless, thinking 
it is better that ^ou have the ictures to hand and some notion 
of the captions, so that they may be to hand, m spite of the 
need for editing, when the time seems appropriate for tossing 
them at “*r. ■‘‘athara or in whatever direction. I believe I 
included the-picture of Madame Aubin-Roque, Benny and Lyle in the 
shipment, I suppose thi's~"brie may have to~be ate-photogr.fi hed 
to obtain a glossy print, *nd I don’t recall if 1 jotted down 
precisely what the ^adam wrote on the back of the pioture, 
which needs to be added to tne caption, including Franz and Mary 
Blum's name as photo raphers. I believe I also loft attached 
a slip of paper giving particulars about Madame Aubin-Roque. 

Mrs. Holloman is vastly interested in Lenny's granddaughter at 
the moment, hoping to do a magazine story about her, and naturally 
would b be elated if she knew this item existed, and for 
that reason it seemed better not to ask Harry Smith to execut it. 

*s heretofore, I have noted, at the beginning of eaoh caption 
the plaoe, A either Mgirose or Yucca, where eaoh pioture seems 
most related, ho feel perfectly free to use your own judgement in 
making any alterations as to placing the things for your' 
sense of interest'is much freer of warp than mine, so close to the 
things.* Onoe I had thought it might be nice to scatter the 
mulattoes through the ,Qhildren of Grangers article, but i am not 
sure. It is an interesting collection, probably never before 
assemlbed. Forgive this mighty dull comraunic tion,... 


Tuesday, Ootober 17th, 1960. 


Memorandumi 


A heavy, mail today which I may and may not get around to explore 
within the next 24 hours, but I don’t care, for I°h a ve read you? 
elegant letter of , Friday.last past 11 together with the announcement 
concerning ^adam Roosevelt's broadcasts, and I am completely satis- 

< • i • 

I'm glad the package, "at long last" reached your true hand. It 
was certainiy long enough on the road. It is surprising the persimmons 
hadn,t all gone to glory during the interim. I reckon the ones that 
didn-t start oozing will start ripening any old time. 

I laughed at your aoco^nt of your planting operations, for 
m the case of the pebbles, you got your "cart before the horse", so to 
speak. I believe the point of pebbles is that in the bottom of-the 
pot, they -wi^l provide room for excess mositure so the roots of tie 
plant will not decay ..from too constant moisture. But I'll bet 
your brood will grow just as lustily if the pebbles remain on top 
and particularly so. if there be a hole in the bottom of the pot 
My. so some of the water, - excess, - will run out. 

LjjL , 1 thlnfc you were so right in disdaining the advise of your 
seed man. It seemed to me all the bulbs with few exceptions 
had started growing a little. Putting them in the ioe box under such 
circumstances, \ think, would have chilled them unm.rcifully if 
not disasterously. It is true that while dormant * some plants thrife 
on an ipterim of cold, - lilacs, for example and peonies. For all 

bulbs might do better down here if a cold snap intervened between 
the time of their flowering and the following year's re-birth. But 
down this way the bulbs begin putting out flowers in November, and 
continue blooming through January and February, so that theii leaves and 
usually their blossoms are at their height during the ooldest season 
of the year. The leaves begin dying down in 4y or June and thev 
sleep throughout the summer heat, and thriving on it, apprantly, since 
by the ensuing November they are all up and doing again. I am sorry 
I had so few hyacinths to send. There-are more all over the plaoe 
but could, under existing circumstances, traok down but 6, the 
larger 3 of which 1 sont you and the others to *nne. . The always 
surprise me for producing suoh an imposing blossom from Such a wee-tine 

™ n ? ay 1 8 v y ^ QnchantQd 1 a ra that you and the girl friend are both 
going to have a hand in trying- to bring forth an in-door garden. Do 
let me he-r how your respective efforts sucoeed. 
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* With' ohhraoteristi'a "beating of the saoop", you advise 
me regarding the appearanoe of The Blaok Swan in the Negro Digest. 

Do I understand you to say the business is already in general 
circulation. Naturally I should have had this news from Alexandria, 
since Mrs. ^olloman was supposed to advise me when the t ing was 
or had appeared. ’Well, perhaps she will eventually. I suppose 
authorship is listed unaer the name of whatever the pen name was that 
she selected. I have'forgotten, it has, been so long since I heard. 

I want to return, momentarily to the subject, touched upon 
in last night's Memo., - the Time-Tab le. In spite of hurly-burly, 

I have gone forwardwith the thing today, and shall probably be able 
to put it in the mail in a day or two. Bvery so vaguely, I begin 
to sense how da Vinci must have writhed when the idea of flying- 
dawned in his mind but not the ability to take wings. As the 
Time-Table progresses, the idea grows apace, and I am expanding each 
hour to include little sidelights on the Madam and the pattern 
of plantation life during her prime. ( But the interruptions and my 
■inability to glance back, at what I have written and to substitute 
words for the chance ones thrown in but temporarily, —well 
as in the present.instance of this sentence, I loose trade of 
mv subiectand verb, and the thing is a fine mess. But still 


Wednesday, October 18th, 1950. 


Memorandum 


and aatudav la3t past , together 
or poem and all, came through 

n wondering how it is that 

everything 
Just 

I*am indifferent to how it 


Your a rand letter of Frida , 
transcripts covering Open : 

in today's = I jOx.. ■■ -- 

local shoedule of the postman so topsy-turvy, < 

i to oarry throughas formerly 
maintained,-1--- 


promptly in today's pest, 
with the 1-1 “ 

except the persimmons seems 
so long as the schedule is i 
works. 

I must pin a large cluster of oak leaves on.your person for 
the masterful paragraph in your-letter, speculating on tne 
written admonition in the Solomon letters tosmile. ** ,, 

secretary ran through the entire passage without^ver sensing its 
import. For one thing, as in the case of flims , the Dody 
of P water you mentioned was read as "Shakespeare Bay and certainly 
there is nothing about that suggesting either ^olomon or aryl d. 

But sneaking of bodyies of water, I must-report, and 
especially on beholf of the -renbourg children, that a pin¬ 
point mist began formin g about first aart fSht 

after increasing to a slow drizzle, has continued all nioUt 
and i all day, and the Weather Bureau promises it will con¬ 
tinue throughout tonight and much of tomorrow. I suppose 
ih?s must SI some fringe of the hurricanes twisting things around 
in the Gulf, for the Florida one, now moved to Georg a, must be 
too far to the Fast to effect local conditions. As between ^tle 
Rock and "ew Orleans, the current moisture has centered most profusely 
nvp.r central Louisiana, with< Alexandria wetted down to tne. tune of 


interesting, and a place for setting down some of the points that 
o ouldn t be Inserted m other plages. i s.uppose, - but it Is 
merely°a guess,""I may have to expand the opening hours to conform 
in space to the' ones of greater space "as -t'h'p day advances. You 
will bb able to judge this better than I. If a solitary soul were 
about to run ipvar the thing with me, I could rig it up in a jiffy, 
but'there isn t anyone, and so there is no point in wring hands over 
that. If smart, we may be able to work it out this way*. - when 
you have read the thing through, it might be possible to 
double spaoe the thing on separate pages, - a separ ate hour being 
attaofle"d~Tg~eaoh succeeding letter from you. This semming brevity might 
enable me to keep my secretary's’"padiTes nailed to the floor" long 
enough to‘make corrections, Ferhaps I shall think of some other 
means, but I offer this one as a suggestion while 1 think of it, and 
shall'dish up other one&, should.be come to mind at subsequent 
sittings. 

' • 

But let me get on to hatching ray eggs instead of making so much 
racket about sitting on them or rather setting. 

Y 0 ur letter fills me with the u reatest inspiration to drive 
ahead, for somehow* it seems to put you slap along side and 
I know the balance of the evening will sail i along as smooth as 
silk. Again my thanks and my blessings...... 


lllo incher in the last 24 hours7"wTFF the drizzle still gding on. 

1 suppose we are recipients of most of this ?inoe, you might j 
Alexandria is but a suburb of Arenbourg, aon t you think so and 

The thinness with which the water descends from on high, givos 
the parched earth its maximum opportunity of absorbing it without 
T_„-v P n f 4 t running awav. I felt a twinge of conscience on Monday 
S so Sh “mi piddling ■ abouAith tho ootton hulls at 

Arenbourg, but now it is good to know the fortuninis and raaganolias 
and all have this coverage, for it will retain the ijjistu: r ® ... 
now falling, and we shall not have to give thought to the children 
getting- thristy from here on through the balance of the autmn and 

winter. 






0\~M> 
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a striking thing about the poem you so kindly sent along from 
the Open Door'is the statement that there is no key, for this 
is precisely the case, as you know, at ^elrosel TTre ember 
some uninitiated ‘“elrosean asking the" ^aaan , 'as she was starting 
out for -Natchez or St. ■‘■'rancisville if she didn't indend looking 
the front door. 

"My land, no," was her response. "When I cam to Melrose 
in the Gay '§0's I never saw a door key, and there c ertain ly hasn't 
been one added since 1 first set up housekeeping." Osijoc 

Only little "Sweet Alberta Ben Bolt" ever did anything 
about security measures in the little end room she occupied next 
to yours But, — and to her vast disappointment, I suspect,-- 
nobody ever fiddled with her nice new shiney bolts 3he had dragged 
slap through from ^ew Orleans. I have spoken of this business 
befroee, and what was the magical figure she trumped up as 
an incentive for murder and robbery: 

Oh, yes; 

"If those young colored boys thought you might have eighty 
five a cents." 

« t 

I never hate figured out how she arrived at that magical quantity. 

You ask about ^harlesl .... and I. must say I have neglected sending 
along a oouple of letters, holding one until I*could have somebody 
run through it a second time to get his telephone number for me, and 
holdin^, the other to oall Blythe hand's attention to one paragraph 
Wi.erein he had some lovely things to say about net call on him and 
Ida. He is getting along nicely, I believe, and has given up 
hie bathrobe for a pair of pants, and th&se pants seem to represent 
a vast symbol of improvement to the end that I have heard 0 . H. 
twice ask if Charles is still able to stick to his pants. •’ 

Celeste tells me'the Melrose reception for the faculty of 
the Natchitoche s college is scheduled for Saturday, ^ov. 4th, b ut 
she is” distressed that "oil Saturday she and nee nertzog always like 
to play bridge in town on that day of the week. Naturally I told 
her to keep her 52 a year record unbroken and I shall be glad to 
receive them on ray own hook. In the group will be a lady who asked 
me a couple of years ago if my mulatto son in the portrait with me 
lives hero on Melrose. accordingly I am draping a bheet over 
t:.e portrait above the fireplaoe in my boudoir, leaving only the 
old gold frame showing, bon't you think this will be much more 
effective and bristling with-rebuke than were I to remove the 
picture temporarily. I shall invite the Overdyes contingent for 
Sunday, the 5th, and that will take oare of that. »nd so 
things turn, and I smile wnen I think of Miss Dorraon telling me 
about enervation due to the influx of pilgrims at Briarwood. 


C f Qlitfrt . 
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Thursday, October 19th, 1960. 


Memorandum: ‘ 

Another Thursday, and Thursdays were never too productive, 
what with the Knipmeyer mornings and the pilgrim' afternoons. 

c ' c 

$ ^ 

And.1 don't have much to report as to gardening, so far 
as my activities go, for the ia elements took over again 
today, and splendid thin drizzles kept going all last night and 
intermittently all day today. And Arenb'ourg continues to lap 
it up hna horticultu ally speaking, the "children" are in 
the best of' all kinds of worlds. 

A A a r 

During these past couple :of days I have been reminded of the 
old adage: "If you want something done, give it to somebody who 
is already busy". ' 

What with noboay in the fields, the cotton gin silent and 
the season too early for peaane gathering, all the plantation 
people find themselves with time on their hands. Dow the natural 
conclusion would be' that this interim would provide me with much 
additional secretarial assistance ..but that is where bogie flies 
out the window, for with no schfedile at all, the secretaries get 
lost in the highways'and byways, but mostly in’the highways, 
what withevsry family making two or three hundred dollars on cotton, 
every fhmily has naturally dumped their or its money into new 
second hand cars,,and the sailing up and down the road, heading 
out for no where fast, is the order'of the day, — and as some 
of the proud new owners have no idea of how a car might be operated, 
the secretaries, who do know how, are in the reatest demand, and 
this only goes to show that if 1 had any sense at all, I would long 
since have begged, borrowed or stolen an ancient'gylopy and put out 
the word that I was in want of someone to operate the thing for me, 
where upon I suppose the ranks of the secretariat would have swollen 
alarmingly. * 

I - .... W * 1 - 

Quite seriously, I often pouddr on who best financial 
assistance by the Government can best be doled out, what with 
examples of "spentthrift-ery" that invariably oome to the surface 
at this season of the year. 'Her is a case in point; - A widow 
with six children, living on Little ^ivex, is on the Welfare roles 
at $90.00 a month. She owned three cows which meant much, I suppose, 
in providing food for herself and her offspring. When the 
car-buying fever struck the ootton pickers, the ldy herself succombed, 
and not having cotton money, she £old her three cows and purchased 
* *fte‘rseif a $250.00 wreck of a car, having no plaoe on earth to go, 
and all day to get there They ask for relief but really want 
n car; their need is for food but they exchange it for gasoline. 

It is all so confusing. 



f 
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But let me respond, to your question ±b regarding the use 
of the Woo lQott letters T which A intended mentioning, yesterday. 

J- agree with you they should go in the Correspondence ohapter, 
even though they are not particularly interesting. There is 
just one points - i am wondering if we should leave in or 
take out, --and am merely asking your opinion, - the phrase 
in the one that speakfe of his adopted son as having something to 
do with a' newspaper. Your decision in this matter is all that 
matters, and if it adds interest, it might as well he left in, 
hut the thought strikes me thatwith the flight of Time, the 
son might not want to stress, this phase of his existence. 

Legally the letter is ours to do with as we please, so either 
used or discarded, the phrase "can excite no legal objection. It 
was only the vague douht arising in my mind concerning that hriof 
reference to early beginnings that moved me to inquire as to 
your own re-action, and wr.et er it .is left in or out is all 
t e same to me. 


As for the .Hose Franken Mslone.y letter, I think it well 
to include that, and particularly since she refers to Claudia. But 
I had better write her a letter, asking for permission, since legally, 
in that instance, the right of publication, as discoursed upon at 
length of late on my part, still remains in her xh hands. I shall 
in the next few days write her and the Indian Princess, - either 
directly, or sending the same along to you for posting in 
Manhattan. Ihe last I knew, the Hose Franken's city address was 
in Washington' Square Where they had bought one of those old houses 
on the orth side along by the ^odman Wanamaker home. On second 
thought, if you don't mind, perhaps I would do well to send both 
letters to you, sinee chance may toss their addresses in your lap 
unexpectedly as between now and then. 

ifid Hand telephoned this morning, asking if 1 would take a flook 
of his California friends under ray wing this afternoon, and I was 
glad to do so on his account, but not parti .ularly so on ours, for 
it pretty well craoked up my efforts to get far in the Time-Table. 

But I am hoping Friday may be more favorable, and as I have advanced 
as far as 1 p.ra. in the Time ■‘•'able, I may be able to put it 
several hours further on the next go round. In attempting to 
give little side lights on the Madam's personality through this 
medium, the writing requires more pre-soribbli*ng thought "than 
would be called for in a mere jotting down of mere physioal 
occupations would seem to do. Ho first olass mail today, perhaps 
something from the ^egro Digest, Waco, etc., on the morrow. 
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Friday, October 20th, 1960. 


Memorandum:, 

Ho mail yesterday, and not so much today, but from, the 
enclosure, which I got around to read rather late this evening 
was in the nature of a surprise. 

The day had started off alright with a good workout at 
Arenbourg early this moning. But from, then on it was one 
great big carryings-on, and I was frankly tired before I got 
to the mail. , 

The nenrys had Ohio guests whom they wanted me to take 
under their or rather my wing. Before I was finished, the 
morning was, too. 

“ • C * **■ | * - I . ' J C 

And no sooner was dinner done than Mesdarr.es 
Clotilde and Julie Brudhomme of Natchitoches bounced some rather 
nice people, - the Cunninghams, of all names, into my lap, — 
from Evanston, illinols. And in the midst of that Mrs. Coombs 
passed by to inquire if she might do anything for me, and she 
might, in putting some •‘-ittle R iver people on the most favored 
Welfare list. And then came some friends of the hands, and 
the next thing I knew darkness was heading in. 


, But before continuing this harangue on the present subject, 

I don't want to fail again in thianking you'for your kindness 
in your reoent letter, offering to secure some sm all snapshots 
for me other than those you have already offerecTccTvering the 
Chapel. I could use one or two subjects of which you already 
, may have films. .A oase in point, for example, demonstrating the 
possible use of an occasional snapshot in ordinary size, is the 
request for suoh from the Central Louisiana Historical As sociation 
, which is about to bring oifr ~oos-c cards of historic "pla'cas in 
this area. They have pissed thiB way with a view to'taking 
. pictures but the photographer, whom I chanced to know, isn't so 
good, and as the weather was unfavorable on the day ho^ came , 
it seemed to me better if we supplied the.piotures. I have to 
i cast about so long to get anything out of ^arry Smith that if you 
• • 4. should ohanoe to have a few films that could be printed within 
\ the month, that would be fine. I think it would be nioe to 

have several subjoots, incluiug you and the Gobelin, if you don't 
- mind, and .i.hey.Loan select what they please. 
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Sunday, October 22nd, 1960 


iiemorandum 


now nice, — just to be alone and able to relax and 
chat a little after a busy week. end. f . 

Thq weather for the most part was not cooperative, 
what with much cloudiness, considerable fogginess and 
a few sprinkles. But a^l in all, I think this was just as 
well, for it enforced a measure of rest on the Texas numbers, 
and I think they needed it. It seems that the Time-Herald has 
been movning of-lf\te, and I can imagine nobody knows better than 
you yourself as to what that means, what with the number of 
times you have had to undergo that ordeal. That, 
undoubtedly, acco jints for the prolonged silecne from Helen, 
and it seems thqt the special crate containing her personal 
papers, including the Bllgrjmage artic}e, was somehow mis¬ 
placed in all the excitement, and nasn ,t turned up as yet. I 
reckon she was hoping against hope, as^I have done, on occasion, 
that the thing might turn up before she wrote reporting 
its temporary absence, and so the days sipped by, - busy days, 

I imagine, and she looked terribly ti,red on reaohing here. 

as the cloud coverage preolude.d picture-taking on Saturday 
morning, I sent them a message, recommending that remain in the 
bed, - which they did, until 11. 


Deborah with a Hiss Helm arrived here at 1:45, and 
after saying howdy to them, C.arolyn and “elen retired 
again, while I had a session With tho Baton Bou e numbers, who 
were followed by some other people. I was, sorry the oloudiness 
continued for tne balance of the day, but I am always glad when 
people can get caught up on rest, - and of oour,se, when 
I was done with my pilgrims, I made the most of the freedom 
that was mine. 


Thip morning the weather continued hazy, but everybody 
was astir by 7:30, and in spice of somewhat boggy roads, being 
newly graded, we made it to ^ittle HjyQr. A big old 
willow had snapoed off like a splinted pencil just at the 
end_ of the little foot bridge oroasing the bayo u to.St. u arv's 
but' by some miracle of arrangement, there was"just the 
right opening among the branohes to get a couple of good 
perspectives of the ^huroh, and then, as thopght to assist 
in the business, the_ clouds thinned and the sun almost shined 
for,a few minutes. *Hit that was enough, and I believe 


I hope it rains all day, drowning out all thought of pilgrims and 
providing me with hours of interrupted labor on this keyboard.... 
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Caryony goto some good likenesses of our favorite negro 
Church. 

Between 10 and 11, the girls had headed bac*. for Texas 
and so I dined across the fence and was glad to hear suoh 
pleasant reports from Cel.ste and J. 11 . about their Saturday 
evening, for the girls had accepted their .invitation for 8 
o'clock last night, -although X declined, and it seems 
they had a pleasant sitting. ■‘•hey passed this way afterward 
for a little chat covering half a dozen points, and I 
dictated a young article about the African House and Marie 
Theresa before calling .it a day, 

- The uncertain we -ther this afternoon must have contributed 
to the discouragement of raod running, - or perhaps 
everyone on wheels was going to the State i'air in Shreveport. Be 
that as it may-, X didn't have any white pilgirars, and the Hands n 
never came to their carapthis week end. 'The Reverend 
Pomney *i l.l. ie c ame by this afternoon, saying there will 
boa special meeting at St. Augustine's Church on Little River 
on.November 18th, with several goups of boys for special 
songs, Tina asking me if X would care to be their guest, and if 
I should care to’do so, a talk on my part would please them. 

I half agreed. I should like to hear the singing and 
bo with my friends, but 11 o'clock on Sunday morning is not a 
very good hour for me, what with the thing probably lasting 
tnree or four hours.. £er aps I shall see the ^everend when I 
go with the Hands to the movies on Wednesday night, and shall 
arrange to attend the Sunday business later in the afternoon when- 
the middle of November arrives. 

t 

Helen and-her husband, luoile and hers and somebody else 
ar6 converging on Carolyn's Old Bonita Ranch on the 18th of 
November, too, and I am to let them know later if I shall 
nut in an appearanoe. Something tells me that if 1 go 
anywhere, Little a iver will be more to my speed and range, 
but it will be time enough to acquaint the ladies with that 
detail sometime between now and then. 

I seem, to have misplaced a letter from Mrs. Holloman in 
, Saturday's post, I had written her asking about the Swan article 
to which she responded that although the .Digest had told her she 
would be sent a copy on publication date, she has never heard from 
them. There was also an envelope in Saturday's post, containing 
small prints of the pictures taken here two weeks ago. I have 
lined out the extraeneous edges and returned the prints to him for 
enlargement. The one of Grandpa trying to soale the boudoir bars 
turned out fine, i'll forward them,with, captions as soon as 
they come to hand, -And so X fold, hoping you had a nice week end. 


b«M' 
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Memorandum: 


Monday, October 23rd, 1950. 


How elegant is today's post....,how elegant always is one 
whose head and heart contrives to make it so.,'..,.. * 

Two envelopes from Manhattan, the one containing the 
j*ha£el likenesses, the other containing a treasure house of 
nicethings as sketched by your typewriter. I have explored the 
contents of the letter, and am awaiting a second meandering 
secretary to continue with the balance. It is so grand>--all these 
things we are stirring up together. 

But first off let me hasten to answer one or two of your 
questions while fresh on my mind. Months a e o I should have said 
Yes to your inquiry about using the Henry Chambers notarial, - 
Yes by all means, and a cluster of Wk leaves for"your keeness in 
selecting them. I’or the life of me I can t remember'if -^enrv 
chambers is alive or dead. If dead, we can go slap ahead'without 
giving the use of the things further thought. If still alive 
1 shail, of course, have to request permission. But I shall determine 
which is the case, and shall advise you shortly regarding the matter. 

• You ask aboutwriting Beth Cloutier and Celesta, It is 
alright to mention anything coming to mind about our mutual efforts 
regarding the Scrapbook. Long since have I told J. H, and Celeste 
you are doing all the work, so any mention made in regards to our 
mutual efforts will be no news to them. In their minds, you are so 
much more a part of the Madam's patronage of the Arts and History that 
no tnought would ever arise in their minds as to what you and 
I might be using as materials for oooking up our brews, and since 
everything is left to us and as the treasures are in our oustody, no 
reference is ever made to any of the individual, items. It isn't very 
flattering to realize they don't care to worry* about such details, but 
it is heartening to know at the same time that the confidence is such 
and so complete that no thought regarding them peeds ever arise. I have 
always quite blandly pushed the stuff over the -cost Office counter, and 

because I push it and beoause you' are the addressee, that is all that 
matters, , 


^eth* y 0 u can make any reference to anything you please, 
sitive, still i think she never was able to get a 


And as for __ 

Although not positive, auixx * cmnic sne never was able to get a 
copy of the delightful likenesses of M. et Mite. Naroisse B ru dhorame. 
and I know she is going to be perfectly enohanted. It is such a 
pity she never writes, — she looses so much by not doing so. Her 
personaUty for some people is almost as difficult as that of Bister's, but 

° n y °r X J pa T t " iU be a blessing that Will both 
or Sot it wi?? 1 dQltain . aud whether she acknowledges it 

Sn ood deals * another star in yQur crown by the Recorder of 


I 
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Tuesday, Qotover 24th, 1950 


I wish ray second se o tre tar y.would hurry up and ; put in 
an appearance. I ara so anxious to run through all the interesting 
thirfgs you so nobly transmitted for ray inspection, and for possible 
sharing with Friend Postell, I. 3. Willlard and so on. I think 
the Brudhorame particulars may be of the greatest interest to 
*os tell, - epitaphs, eto. , and'they may well assist us in our 
enterprise of* t lit hi tig out an eventual may of the Gane Aiver 
plantations. I am always being impressed by the unexpected bearing 
some seemingly unrelated fact, shch as particulars on a tombstone 
may have on determining something like the location of a plantation 
residence, or some such! The mere statement of such a thing sounds 
ridiculous, ana yet see how curiously thingfe unrolled from Georgetown 
when the' lady up yonder ohaheed to stumble across the name Yucca 
on the slip of paper about the narcissus bulbs. 

And speaking of Friend Postell and the plantation map, 

I a., reminded that early yesterday morning when the Texas ladies 
were~being shown certain foundations of old forgotten mansions t 
in this area, I mentioned the map that was in th& process of 
being drawn. They both were tremendously interested and suggested 
t at if I cared to have the thing effected, they could eventually 
take'over the map arid photograph it in sections, blowing up each 
individual piece into imposing proportions, and so bring forth 
a glorified item that might he suitable for a deoorative screen 
or - a wall hanging, as larage as the Gane Siver Gobelin at least, 
non t you think that might be a nice item for eventual incorporation 
in gome such place as the library at arenbourg or some suoh. 

I must punch Friend Postell a little, and thanks to your 
thoughtfulness in providing toe with a stick, I shall use the 
epitaphs as the stick with which to prod. 

I had 'to laugh about your account of the mix up with the 
bu'lbs. You are what the late Mrs. Garamie G. M 0r iry of Melrose 
might style a sightJ The rain we had last week made the 
bulb things in this neighborhood jump and already most of them are 
two or three inches high. And every time X see them, X shall be 
thinking of you"hoovering" over your bulb garden like 
a Mother ^en with her baby Ghioks, and let us hope that in 
spite of their new environment, the Ghioks will flourish mightily. 

Monday got started off on. the worng foot, what with the 
Gasquets from B a ton Houge arriving just after I had returned from 
arenbourg this morning. Gasquet is something' or other for the 
State Government and’does a heap of photographing and has been here 
often before. I think he must have been doing peoane stuff today, 
his wife who is quite intelligent, wanted to'spend some time 
with me in the library. She is nice but her presenoe was no help 
in getting other things to going in the direction we would have them 
on this Underwood. They remained for dinner and so things turned. 

1 ,am so glad to you you are going to take anti- ’influensa shots. 
.Don't forget to take a few "gg.jts" of rest s 


Memorandum: 

t 

Pure Indian Summer, all blue and gold during the day, 
all blue and silver at night. At the present moment, 
the moon as big and bright as a shiney new dish pan, is climbing 
over the African House, and as I glance toward the sun dial 
that snowy column gives the impression of moving ever so much 
closer in my direction as the ark bamboo hedge retreats in 
the opposite direction behind. 

I can't lay my today's procrastination on the weather 
or on pilgrims, for there weren t many, but rather on 
a wandering mind that too often; I fear, led me far afield 
from the keyboard that waited expectantly before me mosc of 
the day. But somehow a hundred little things impelled me 
to turn my thoughts Manhattanward so often, and it was such 
a pleasant sensation, I indulged myself in it considerably. 

I tought of you when the post afrived, for example, for 
while it was all end class, there was a package that recalled 
you to mind, what with the book in the package containing 
paper markers between* the pages, just as you so thoughtfully 
arrange them for me time, time and again. The book 
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Wednesday, Qotober 25th, 1960 


But before leaving the subject of the mail, I want 
to say again how much 1 appreciate your Monday's offerings, 
and how entranced I am to have the reorodnotiona of the 
Chapel to hand. I have already sent out several, and shall 
b'S" 80 Ming more later. I thought Miss Kellie should have 
one, for any little suggestion from the outside world seams 
to entertain her as she sits a little ruefully off there in 
Atlanta, and I sent one to' nelen, explaining to her it was 
merely a prod at Carolyn to hurry up with the photographs 
she took of St. *“ary *s-on-the-Ba^ou on Sunday. Then 
I thought one should go to that 4rs. Davis of Kansas City 
who had sent the contribution toward the Station of the Cross 
thing wex are contemplating, -and so your kindness 
spatters in all directions, bringing enchatment all over 
the place and withal so unexpectedly in so many quarters. 

Dr. Band telephoned me this evening, asking me to dine 
with them at the camp tomorrow night along about sun down, 
after which we shall go up the road to St. Mathew's where 
the baptising pictures will be shown. 

t 

And that reminds methat according to the Hev. Gillie 
whose Church St. M athew s is not, that St. Mathew's 
feel constrained to rig-up their church with repairs and 
with paint because it stahds near nr. Knipmeyer’' s clinic 
and St. Mathew's public school, both of the latter being 
newly done over and touohed up with Snerwin and Williams' 


Memorandums 

a good day and a busy one and bes^; of all a hpppy one, 
thanks to the arrival of your two grand numbers as of 
Saturday last past and Monday's air mail, advising of the receipt 
of the photographs. 

I have about a billion things to talk about, and so shall 
merely touch on one or two things probably at this sitting. 

First off, 1 must take time out to pin several oak leaf clusters 
on your person n for all the particulars about Jules LvonJ h/WA 
’Were you here, we should be seated on the gallery, drenched in 
moonlight, comparing notes on a dozen different subjeots all at 
once 


and trying to figure out such extraeneous points as 
to how it is possible that the Metropolitan Museum is pretty 
much in the dark auout J. Lyon while down 5th Avenue some 
40 odd blocks there are treasures about him buried in the B. Y. 
Library which you have brought to ligjht. Odd, isn't it, 
and the more for me to wonder at your splendid achievements. 

Surely something should be done about Jules Lyon, for, 
if as is surmised, he is a native of Louisiana, he is certainly 
the State's most distinguished artist, and not even its museums 
know anything about him and its artists have never heard his 
name. There^s so much to be attended to, even for .those ladies 
whose lives are nothing but one great big game of aards after 
another. 


finest. I guess"keeping up'with the Joneses" is 
as good a reason for doing over St. Mathews as any other 
reason, ut at the same time, I guess i like St. Many's-on- 
the-Bayou because the ladies keep the pulpit lace curtains 
startched up to a point df ‘dfacking in’attempting to 
keep up with nobody but their own impulses. 

From the typed enclosure from nrs. Baker, I find 
one paragraph, -the one about Melrose versus Uatohez as 
a point of pilgrimage, that I should, perhaps, have insert: 
in the Latham letter, but eiuce I didn't, it is one tn kaa 


And tafiks rauoh for mentioning the Prudhorame letters which 
starts me to thinking in half a dozen different directions all at 
once. 


I am convinced,'as of the present writing at least, that 
we ought to hold them for a Qane Biver book, but that is a 
thought merely and I probably oould be persuaded otherwise. Off 
hand, however, it seems to me that the Melrose.Scrapbook is 
going to be the better if it sticks pretty close to Melrose, and 
in view of all the photographs we have in t mind t-o use, I reokon 
it is bettor to concentrate the piotures on Melrose exclusively, 
and as they will take the place of much printed material that would 
go into a book with loss photographic material, it seems to me 
better for us to hold the Brudhorame lette*„ .e.tc., for the 
Jane Biver opus. 
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I find mysoIf already thinking it wouldn't he a bad idea to 
start a second folio along since the Scrapbook one, into which might 
be placed likely material for the Oane giver item, so that by 
the time we have written "Finis" on the Gane H±xhxxbhtcpc±x 
Melrose one, the Gane Hiver one will be well under way, 

.and another thought stEuck me as I read you account of the 
Prudhomme letters, - having little to do with them, and yet 
brought to the surface by what you had to say about their use: - 

Isn't it possible that the publishers off The River Series 
could do-a fine stroke of business by issuing a Hiver Series^ 

In pictures, •*“ 


how does the iuea strike you, 

• 

I don't have in mind using the same identical rivers for 
photographic presentation as appeared in print for exclusively, but 
some of those titles might well be employed. For example, the 
lower Mississippi that n Q rr Garter did would be one type of 
thing, but supposing another lower Mississippi Hiver in Photographs 
should be brought out, not only including a lot of stuff like 
the Laughlin Ghost book but also x reproducing one of the 1860 
maps of all the plantations along the river, business about 
steamboats included, pa tionlars from the pen of the early 
explorers, Civil War doings from the Gulf to Vicksburg and 
so on, I think it could be wonderful. 


You know St, Catherine s for example, flows slap along the 
front of hQ a to jp s Moun& where the Slave Brincespent his American 
interlude of a life time. The old town of Washington, Miss, 
is also on its margin and I wish we had Mies Nellie's histor of 
that place, . « 

, Well, lord, how much there is to contemplate and under stake 
Tne Howard Memorial librarin, Mr. B. is .dead. Hobert Usher 
succeeded him, and now he is gone but I know Mrs, Usher and 
shall get in touch with her on the .Lyon business. Thanks for sue 
lovely d^y.. 






Thursday, October 26th, 1960. 


Meraorandum: 

One of the warmest days on reoord for this time'of the 
year, —theremometer around 90, — with a promise for continued 
hot weather straight ahead. 

• 

Ihe 'mail tfas fairly heavy t today, and I shall enclose one 
or two items herewith, or under separate cover. I would 
invite your attention particularly to the Davis item. You w 11 notice 
I have checked a quotation from &natole France on the ’first page. 
Because of the bulk of stuff to hand, this letter was skimmed through 
speedily, but as we whizzed through it, I was struck by the 
appropriateness of the idea expressed, as being suitable, possibly, 
for occupying a pag'e by itself as presenting t e best possible 
reason for publishing our opus about the Madam and Melrose. 

' If you will give the thing a once over with this thought in 

mind : , —acting according to your own reaction, either by setting 

it down on a phge by itself, —or, if not suitable, ignoring it 

completely, and either way will suit me just fine. 

* • 

In yesterday's Memor, I got to going at such reckless speed 
about one thng or another that I found myself at the foot of the 
page before I had so much as mentioned any doings of the day, and 
I did want to touoh on the movies at 3t. ^athew's. 

Dr. Hand arrived at Melrose a little after 5 p.m. He called 
on J. H, who had had a oouple of extractions and was demonstrating 
an inheritance from his Mother, - inability to contend with physioal 
pain, - a parallel surprisingly like hers, sinoe like her, he can 
manage mental worries without the vaguest suggesting he haB a thing 
on his mind, and yet when coufronteu by physical suffering, seems to 
crumple almost instantly before its on-slaught. 

About sun down, Dr. Band and 1 joined Blythe, the Gordon 
Randolphs and one ^rs. Bolton at the camp where we dined extravagant¬ 
ly. Bor: aps by 7:30 6r 8, we headed up the Bermuda Hoad where 
at 3t. *\'ithew's, we found-two or three hundred ngroes awaiting our 
arrival. , 

« • . it 1 . * v 

The evening V/as a great success, and everything in perfect 
harmony for the Baptisin' Pictures being show. The meeting, - mind 
you for a movie, waB opened by the Revand Borapey m, (Jime, 
who with mighty support from the congregation, surged forth a 
long hymn or chant or whatever that ran along uninterruptedly for 
at lease 10 minutes. I couldn't detect a single word, but the 
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rythme was wonderful and the volume both fulsome and 
impressive. At it conclusion, the preacher led' us all in saying 
•The lord s Grayer. I have said the lord's Prayer several tjmes & 

JR.? y ■ 11 - lQ » but npver did 1 stumble around with it as I did in 
this instance, 'or I reckon the Reverend knew his business 
and probably he knew full weel that most of his congregation 
coula not manage more than two words at a time, - a whole phrase 
being too extended for their memory, and so he said;"Our R.-.ther" 
arid we said: "Our Rather" and he said;"Who art" and we said 
,/ho art , and he said "in heaven" and we saidj "In heaven" 
wnich went along alright, except for me, sitting in an afm-chair 
up m rront, confused things by forgetting to stop after each 
second word. But then when he reached """come, Thy", it seemed like 
a curious combination of .words, what with two distinctly different 
FjflnQ 93 *, 1 ? 70179 ?’ " J+ 15 th ® oon g r ®gation was repeating words and not 
alri -t ,d S0> ln SpitQ 0f ray raix ups * everybody else got along 

After the prayer tyre meeting was turned over to Dr. Rand who 
maae an effective statement: "Lights out", and immediately the 
snow got under way. With the hymn-chant and the word's Prayer 

rao ° d had bean perfectly established for the 
bapti^mg pictues, o,. oourse, and so the evening spun along, and 
tne reaction was gleeful and spilling over with merriment, and 
at the conclusion of the picture, two Reverends, - Gillie : and one 
McHenry^spoke words of appreication and to back up the sentiments 
ex rssea, o|^ered Dr. Rand the receipts totaling #46.00. Dr. 

Rand respondeti appropriately and of course declined the purse, and 
satisfaction 9V -* miae Was tr01i S»t to a close much to everyone's 

' ,/e drove back to the Rand camp where we sat beneath "our" 

cedar xor a pleasant hour. ^uny and Zelraa served delicious 
suadwicnes and tall goblets of spiked fruit punch. * full moon 
cast patterns of silver and black aoross tne country side and 
sav for some remote honking of geese far up the river beyond 

whoqe ,0 ?aSdlt?nn 0 ftf y »?' 0U i <i ^ W ' aB J he or ® an mUsic of Jqssq Giafoford 
whOv^e rendition of In A ^onestary Garden" issued forth from the 

th ® ° ld 0Qdar * rn ® ra -was an occasional 
* but only 0ccasi onally, and it was ever so 
f raara a Pheasant hour under such delightful 

in0Q ?! 1 soar7 ely need suggest in which direction my 
thoughts were traveling, although somehow, I must confess, it 

mQ . thQJ ' had to travel beyond tne adjoining 
space on the bench beside me, what with "our" cedar over head! 
a balmy night breeze, the lovely music and all, I never felt more 
completely in touch with all that matters most. 

• « . 

,H oo , f??f4 t ^- OAre I ep ? rt 9Bal08ttr *, 1 t£ *« ^ we* may be expecting llttl 
™ .A ilU !?V ? a ?? #n lnc 31 tide shortly, which is all to the ood of 
* v ha11 re£ P° nd to Assae Mae that we shall require ’ 
the^abors, of her pen on the third Monday or-the ensuing month, 

t you think so. 


Rriday, October 27th, 1960. 


Memorandum: , 

. now nice to have your air mail in ooda^'s post. 


What a coincidence that just as we start talking 
about the Danish physician, the metropolitan papers would horn in 
on the same tune.. 

And thanks for sending a transcript of 'the obituary. I 
shall run through it again within a day or two, making one or two 
recommendations, perhaps, suoh as omission of one line about 
funeral plans, and correcting the unimportant error, - that 
Pat (Joe M, henry Jr.,) was a resident of Ratohitoches. In 1948 
Pat was going to school at ■ b . 3. U. , and his legal residence was there 
or at ^elrose, but certainly not at Ratohit ches. 

It is rather remarkable, I think, that this is the first time 
I had read the obituary. One insignificant detail is the date 
of the Madam's birth which is given as 1871. So far as any one 
knows, that is correct, but none of us were ever quite sure about 
its exaotness. Someti es the Madam used to indicate she was born 
in '71, and sometimes in '72. J. R. spoke to me of this matter 
a short time after her death, pointing out that considerable con¬ 
fusion had arisen from time to time in legal matters, hinging on 
this matter. I recall in particular one. insurance policy, -- 
perhaps it was hers, perhaps someone else's, which went into quite 
a tangle, with payment refused because the mathematically and 
legally minded moguls of the insurance>company would not admit 
that the Gammie G. n onxy might be the same person who in one plaoe 
as born in '71 and the other in '72. 

So far as J. H. and I were concerned, we decided'that whenever 
the question arose in the future, - and it wasn't likely to arise, 
we would always say she was born in 1872^ and I selected that 
magical number for no other reason tnaFthe faot that 1872 - 1948 
seemed to suggest a n evenness and numberioal harmony that the 
odd '71 did no.t possess. What a way-to determine anybody's birthdayj 

There .seems to be vast doings about the plantation tonight, 
with one party going on at the aamp behi«nd i’ugabou's house, and 
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Joe ^enry - a small uncle Xstael 
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Celeste having a flock of people at her house, including 
several Reverend fathers, and Joe and J uanita likely to make 
their i,ow momentarily. Pat came home for the week end, arriving 
iri time for supper and £aynie was all over the plaoe, as he 
always is when members of the family are scheduled to be here for 
the weeK. end. Paynie should be moving quietly to keep his 
blood pressure down, but altnough the most 5 cent of all the 
cigars, ho invariably takes on the mannerisms of a mother hen 
fussing about for food for the baby chicks, and he usually 
ends up by disregarding preparations made by others and descends on 
the plaoe with tons of food that isn t needed or wanted. 

A case in point transpired a year or so ago when the 
3. G. Henrys passed this way for t supper. A turkey had been roasted 
and a flock of pork chops had been fried.. As I recall there 
were six or seven in the midst of supper when ^aynie arrived but 
belatedly, followed by two dusky helpers who were lugging a 
huge dish pan heaped up to the spilling point with fried chicken, 
not a drumstick of which was ever .touohed. t I haven't the 
slightest notion as to how many chickens are jraquited to fill 
a huge dish pan, but unquestionably a. heap more than were required 
under ti.e circumstances. 

t • - • • 

Jhe weather bureau predicts fair weather straight anead, so 
I assume we shall have pilgrims over the week end, but I have 
nothing definite on the docket', and.am hoping to get quite a 
bit of time to work uninterrupted, ‘i feel inordinately noble for 
resisting the impulse to read a half, dozen books which have come 
to hand in the last few days, but X. am leaving them unopened until 
a headache or sprne such.impellg me■to collapse for a,while. At 
ni t ht I try to do a bit of rad^o listening but it seems to me I 
am forever falling asleep before 1 get more than a station identifica- 
_tion. 

t •* • * - • 

For a long time I have been curious to read Hostievski's 
Grime and Punishment, what with my vast enthusiasm for his 
Brothers Karamazov. 1 notice amon c ot er .things arriving from 
the ^ew rleans Public .is a somewhat bulky collection of records 
bearing i/ostievski s authorship, but entitled "House of the 
Head , which I assume may be another title for -the Grime and 
Punishment opus. _ 

( 

^j 9rS 300111 quite a few British recordings coming to 

hand of late, and most of these are interestingly done but none of 
their readers exceed a. Scourby in perfection. An annoying useage 
employed in British recordings is the pi.rase at the end of each 
page: - 'Recorded for the sole use of the blind". I find this 
iniorinnately stupid, bein 6 thus constantly repeated, for it is at 
dice distr oting and an unnecessary reminder, and X shall fire 
a broadside in that direction shortly, *nd so thinge turn, and 
your letter made ray day but perfect. 



Sunday, October 29th, 1960. 


iiemorand ms - , = 

'Xo <hand in Saturday's post your grand letter, together 
with al^L enclosures, including the clipping about the death 
of Madam , which I return herewith, thinking you might want to 
. return it to your clippings. 

"nd what a letter, every line of whioh entranced and 
enchanted me. 

• - » V sJ » 1 - < 

1 shall never cease to marvel at the birghtness of your eyes, 
for whi.at person ever born would have discovered old Birgham 
Young's granddaughter but you. 

„ "aturally X rolled on the floor at all you had to tell me about 
your search for particulars about the bidet in the ^ew X or k Public i*it- 
brary. Everything you reported sounded to elegant and 
hilarious, and particularly the sofa contrived into a tub or some 
such. I have always considered the 18th century remarkable, but 
never did I have the slightest notion that it had really become 
so enlightened as your research revealed. I shall be consumed 
with impatience until,you have regaled me further with the 
results of your explorations. 

It goes without spying.that I am delighted you like 
the pictures. Your arrangement of the portraits of the mitaifctoea_ 
will be pe.rfeot, I have never seen any portraits of mulattoes 
used in any type of book, although it would seem as though there must 
have been some. Be that as it may, whether these be the first or 
not, it strikes nqe they are likely to be about the finest one 
is likely to find anywaywhere, and it seems Co me that when coupled 
with the article about Gane River mulattoes, they ought to 
captivate any ^athara stumbling over them. 

It probably seems odd to you, but I never think of the people 

in the portraits as anything but human beings and never as belonging 

to ono raoe or another, "nd for this reason the question arises in 
my mind as to whether I indicated in eaoh caption that the individual 
is a mulatto. I suppose X did, but X mention it, just in case 

you care to keep the point in mind as you run through the individual 

captions. 

X'm am naturally delighted that you, too, like the pioture 
of ^adarae, Kyle and ^enny Rooi*e". There is somehow an 1870 
classicism about the-figure of the lady and the face of her son that 
is quite remarkable, X think. 


I 
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At the top of the. other side of this page 1 wrote Joe's name 
and Unale Israel’s. J'oe n enry came to visit with me yesterday and 
saw the photograph of Unola Israel here on ray des£ before me. He 
was orazy about it and wondered if he oould get a copy about half 
its size, - I suppose something like 5 by 7 or some suoh. If 
you should run across the film sometime and could have it "struck.” 
for him, it would be ever so appreciated. Joe, 1 might add, 
is entranced with the enlar c ements you had made, - I showed 
him nothing else spve those enlargements. He asked me if 
I would like to use a picture of Lyle and I said I would. I 
have only one in formal pose, but he says he has one of Lyle feeding ■ 
the chickens which is very gay and he is going to send it 
along. I think it might be just the thing to use in the Yucca 
section. 


Jpe's interest in books and in * ,4 elros9 is more like his 
Mother s than anyone’s, apd while there is opposition from 
some of the younger offspring about doing anything for the place, 
Joe is hand in glove with J. about doing things to preserve the 
place, ^e is entranced at the prospect of the book, of course. 


And before leaving the subject of pictures, I think 
your idea of having the end -papers photo..,raaphed is excellent, 
somehow the iaea hadn’t occured to me as to how it might 
photograph. Ip the event it turns out nicely, I should be ’ 
glad to have some small ones the size of the Chapel. Eventually 
such a tiny reproduction mi^.ht make excellent advertisement if 
slipped into a letter now and then to people writing in this 
direction. It occurs.to me, too, that it might turn out nicely 
on a post card later, when I send the pictures to the Central 
Louisiana Historical society for that purpose. 


I am hoping the Smith photographs, taken two waex ago, may 
come to hand within the nqxt day or two. One of them has a 
caption that requires a little research if I succeed in getting 
it rigged up way I want it, —the one showing the canon used 
in the Colfax riots. Gireumstances permitting, I shall write the 
captions before the pictures arrive, so I can attach them and 
get them headed in your direction without delay 
^ ■- • *-' - - ■ w ‘ 

I shall also send along other data, including the larger 
part of the ^elrose lime-fable. I am hop rig against hope that 
by some' miracl9 I may get a rainy day shortly, and that may enable 
me to secure assistance to run through some of these things 
before posting them. Sat in case I don’t, they still can be 
submitted with the photographs to form the basis of discussion as 
to treatment of' tne bopk as a complete entity end tr.e individual 
items by themselves, ^t the moment w am wondering 1 if the captions 
can be used in tneir entirely or if, they will nsv9 to be enlarged 
or cut down. Your, letter v s grand, - more bout it on tne morrow... 


i 
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Monday, October 30th, 1960. 


Memorandum: 

r 

In today 1 s post came the negro .Digest, and thank you much. 

I am wondering if M*- s . Holloman ever heard from the publishers. 

^atuially I turned through the magazine immediately to note 
the layout. It seems to be alright, although by some miracle of 
printing they have the Black ^wan facing in the opposite direction 
from her pose in the oitginal, whioh makes it seems odd at first, 

I have so long teen accustomed to seeing her the other way, 

I am hoping eventually to get a look- some of the other 
material in the same issue, but the little time I had today 
with my secretary was all devoted to correcting the Children of 
Stranger' s article which will go forward with correction either 
in the next out-going post, or the following one. 

But definitely not for y publication, but with equal definiteness 
for your' delectation, I am- sending along the ubelieveably bad 
business which came to hand'today from ^ate Jerkins.. I ^had rather 
supposed she might do something quite nice by way of a Currier and 
Ives sort of impression of the Melrose she knew in 1906, the 
personality of the ^adam in her first years on this plantation and 
an<|uBomething uniaue by way of the personality that was to identify 
itself so intimately with the J ane *Hver co ntry in the years that 
followed. And it is well, obviously, that we didn't..count on 
this thing too much, for it is so dreadfully bad that nothing cane be 
done to save it. 

I shall write Miss Kate tonight,'thanking her for her efforts 
and expressing the hope that the Editor doesn't do too many bad things 
with his blue pencil when he begins going over the material which 
will eve tually be submitted from people such as herself and Caroline 
and "uaolph and Mrs. Wagner, and la belle ■‘■richell and so on. 

Ihat-ought to leave an opening for all omissions when publication 
is finally effected and perhaps, out of kindness to Miss Kate, I 
ought to throw in a few extra names as probable contributors just 
so she will not 'feel quite so : lonely when her material doesn't find 
its way to print 

Among the names I might tnrow i to give Miss Kate company, of 
course, will be Huth Cross wh ose card I am enclosing with Miss Kate's 
contribution. 1 laugh when I stop to think how Huth Mountain labored 
and brought forth a postcard mouse. It certainly took her long 
enough to squeeze‘out one little penny postcard, - July through October, 
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and if it tajj.es her that long to say she hasn t any of the ^adam's 
letter*, how' long, db you suppose, we might have to wait for her to 
stir up a symposium on any old subject. 


X find my thoughts turning in the direction of little Miss 
Alberta tonight, I am quite alone what with J. H, in Hew 
Orleans, Celeste and Madam Regard in “^ansura and the rest of 
the nenrys scattered heaven alone knows where. So often when at 
Melrose,'Miss Alberta is wont to ask me, and with much feeling: 


"Aren't you frightened to stay alone way off there by yourself 
at night." 


Sweet Alberta Ban Bolt, hnd how log and Carolyn and Helen laughed 
When Bog was helping take their' duffle into the big house Friday- 
night ax week'ago, and X showed them the 11 ew ^relans bolts Miss A. 
had installed and repeated her explanation that any of those little 
17 year old boys, if they thought you had 85 cents would more than 
likely murder you for it. Log liked that one particularly and immediate 
be-moaned that he had passed beyond the 17 year old group. 


I 1 


hid I mention above that ^rs. Holloman telephoned me along 
about first dark tonight. She.-was in Natchitoches, doing some 
work withers. Cooper, ..Huey P.'s sister, _ some newspaper stuff 
about some kind of a bea tification week or some such the town seems 
to be putting on. She threfcened to honor me with a visit shortly, but 


I told her I was "full-up for the next several weeks. 


1 think I came to the foot of the page last night before mentioning 
that hr. Band dropped by to see me for a couple of hours in the 
afternoon. He asked'me if X knew any colored persdn in the Parish 
who has been in an Alexandria Hospital With a broken back for a time. 

I didn't. Hr. Hand had been told by an Alexandria physician about the 
man on Sunday morning', - the subject comin^ up when Hr. Baud had re¬ 
marked he was.coming u£ Cane River way for dinner at the oarap. While 
on his way up here, it occurred to Hr. il and that if the man is 
acquainted with some of the people in the baptising film, he might 
enjoy seeing it, and my thought about the matter was that the man 
would enjoy the break in the monotony of his prolonged hospitalization 
with any old film, and doubly so for one in .vhioh his own r oe figured. 


And so v r. R a nd is going to'convort the hospital ward into a movie 


jr it is 

different strength 


theatre one of these evenings, and X must say I thi n 
a remarkable thing when a person so busy and with in 
will go to so much trouble to entertain the poor negro wnose identity 
is completely unknown to him. There are so many kind people in the 
world if one only has the lUok to encounter them. 


Just before she left, ^eleste told me she contemplated going up 
Briarwood way on Monday, •- a week hence, - in the afternoon. I think 
I shall hffve her drive me to see the sisters Hormon, so that, armed 
with a stick, I oan give Caroline a few punches, don't you think so.., 



/ 0 . 
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Tuesday, October 31st, 1960. 


Memorandum: 


"Un coup d'fteil sure Beloeil" — "Un coin dq Melrose 
sur le ^oncourse 


How perfectly enchanting and how glad my heart has been 
ever since the morning's post arrived. 


"Plein de charrae partout", — and I simply must re-read 
the account of Peter Illyovitoh's visit in Florence to the drawing 
room of Madame von u eck while the latter was out for a drive. 

For now at long- last I feel X oan understand .perfectly how much it 
means to live in one's mind in the surroundings of one's better self, 
sensing forever the intimacy that goes along with a perfeot compre¬ 
hension of the surroundings which, in reality, are so much a part 
of the individual with whom a life time is shared, even though 
direct contact, seemingly remote to others, is actually omin- 
present. 


And X gasp a little as I consider 'the actualities, - the 
veritable corner of Cane River you have so marvelously created, 
and the whole business open and above board for any passer by to 
view, and yet so marvelously clothed that the casual and 
unobservant glances at it a dozen times a week, never onoe sensing 
in the lovely lay-out a marvelous segment of Xaradise, reserved ex¬ 
clusively for only those Has the girl friend, who have eyes to 
see. 


I need not go into details regarding my opinion of the creator 
of all this magio, for those ideas are already*too well known. But 
I do want to say how extravagantly I admire these souvenirs of a 
way of life that is so perfectly exeouted that my own days are A 
made the happier because of the realization they bring me of the 
exquisite artistry another has summond up to make a remote corner 
in a hurly-burly civilization so pleasantly remote and beautiful. 


I soaroely need add that these lovely remembrances of the k6th 
will -find a place along side some other treasured items, Greenwood, 
the Cloisers, °outh of the border and beneath the Gob lin, — 
pages from the book of life of yesterday, today and tomorrow whiah 
nightly x like to turn through as 1 sit in my corner, reading 
by maohine and absorbing along with the spoken words the pictures whioh 
will forever mean so much to me. 


And in the same post cordes the transcripts which I shall 
run through at a subsequent sitting. Tjanks so much for touching on 
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these in your Saturday letter and its post script. 

You ask. about what prints are desired for the His tor Inal 

If I might have one eaoh of the small size. I shall send 
them all, with oaptione of two or three sentences, to the Society, 
for by providing' the Society with suoh an extensive assortment, it 
is quite possible tnis bend of the river will receive a greater 
allottment of cards than will be printed for other sections which 
supply less subject matter. In the event you care to have 
a few extra small sized ones printed for me after the manner of 
the Ohapel, I should be glad to have Yucca, the dun .Dial, the baok 
gallery, a few more of the ^hapel, ■Mar'6flrrfgatot one of the Big house 
with the oak and from the films of your own oamera taken in June, 
a few of you with the Gobelin and one or two of me in the chair, for 
I think Hiss ^ellie and Rudolph might like one of the latter. 

I think the .exterior and ntorior of the African a ouse would 
be good for the a istorioal Society, too. I am not sure 
about the quality of the several of the exterior of the African a ouse 
already sent. It. seems a difficult building to take successfully. 

I am rounding u]D a couple more exteriors of the African House 
which ^elen or “arolyn took, and shall send them along shortly, leaving 
it to you to decide whioh likeness of all in your true hand seems to 
be tne best., 

L ■ f 

I am so glad your experience with the influenza sliot has been sur¬ 
mounted satisfactorily, and I am going to hold the thought it 
will-w^rd off all kinds of things during the ensuing cold months. 

And thanks, too, for telling me about the arrangements of the moment 
that will not require a ohange of horses in raid stream, Let us hope 
that nagle may be maintained for ever so long until personal projects 
oan be disposed ,of. 

‘'ames a swell, telephoned me this morning to say he had Just 
run adross the article ‘.'bout "Serline . I am enchanted with what 
you had to pass along about ^eobra's rendition of the word, and how 
it summoned up a whole parade of delightful memories from the un- 
ex ected ■‘'on iovanni seotion. The a.ia is grhnd and henceforth will 
always bo the more precious. 

^a:nes says w olliers will shortly publish an article of his on 
the Louisi ana ~ottory f The ^adara used to tulA so much about that busi¬ 
ness and how Governor Hiohols eventually quashed it. 

v. Aswell also had an old, old formula to run.through. He 
said he c was recently in "ew u rleans in the library, chatting with 
the.iie f ad librarian and a H r . -n Q urah who is engaged ‘in doing a very 
^notable study of John HaoDonough. as they chatted, n aruett *-ane 
'breezo thro,ugh the place, waving airily to James and speauing to him 
by name but ignoring the others. James asked them about this snub, and 
was told that ^r. "ane borrowed material from ^r. Heurah, aocrorpiatad 
the whole business, and rushing madly into print, incorporated much 
of v i. *‘aurah s material into his own book, as though it were his. 

I take it air, **ane runs true to form..Again my thanks for another 

grand day. it'will be so pleasant to read nother page tonight. 




4494 Ja, 

Wednesay, November 1st, 1950, 


Meraorandum: 

From the enclosures, you will note we may use the 
Chambers letters without further ado, for actually they don 
belong to -i r. Chambers any more, — not since iy^y 0 

That's one point settled, 

And so things run along, and.imagine my surprise this afternoon 
nftar talking with Janes "swell yesterday, they should ooth 
drop ^ for In hoSr or so this afternoon. I enjoy James' 
tion if he doesn't switch off on to sex, as he is inclined to do, 
and today ho kept to the straight and narrow path without slipping 
but once. 

« 

I didn't herr any news of particular interest except that * 
that -irs Cfeiger or whatever her name is who has the Basement ook 
Sop in -ew Cleans, and is a friend of -iss Alberta works hand 
in glove with “arnett ^ane and gets an extra Me of of an 
10 per cent onfall the'books of his sue gets rid of. I think that 
is an interesting point to keep in mind as time jogs along. 

1 heard five minutes of news this evening at 5:30, 
but as all the talk was about a couple of numb skulls who 
tried to shoot up ^afayette Square and *c. rruman- ?J* t J a p ?!ltar 
was mentioned about George Bernard, °haw, so I take it the latter 

yet lingers on. 

* I am glad I read the biography of him, .entitled " G, B. S." 

» couple of ye r b> ck. I liked the book. Sometimes I thought - 
Hr. "haw paid too high a price for some of his effects, but he 
was always interesting and a force for the good in society 
generally, I think. 

I suppose there will be muoh in the obituary department 
about'him within the immediate future, ana shoul-d you ever 
Lia. * rp.. rodvetion of nod in s bust of him, - I should be 
™adifyS would call my'Ttteition to it, -for 1 have never 
seen it. 

Perhaps *odin kept it in his *aris residence which I never 
visited, bat I thought it was exeouted at -‘eudon, although 
perhaps it never remained on exhibition in either place, i 
used to go to tir® *iieudon studio rather frequently and 


.. 
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I liked the place, hut 1 never did see the layright's bust during 
any of my visits. 

Ihe Meudon Studio, subsequently converted into a Museum, I 
believe, is a little nearer raris, just above Meudon-Val i'leuri, 
than is the grand terrace of the ^rand dauphin where I used to 
li^ed to suend much time, The View across the Seine is as 
excellent at this place as at Bellevue or dt. J loud or -Wirly, I 
supnose, but somehow there was always so many interesting things 
going on inside the Stuaio 1 never got around to view the landscape, 
and now 1 r .ther regret it. 

I have intended for several days to tfehnk you for your kindness 
’in telling me of the exhibition you saw recently at the 
Hew *ork *u lie library, - the negro items. Perhaps I did mention 
my appreciation, perhaps I didn't, but I did ant to mention it 
again regardless,*for it is so wonderful of you to keep me abreast 
with such matters which are always of the greatest interest to me. 

I might as well confess my ignorance as to the divorce of 
F. D. H.'s daughter from her husband which somehow I had not heard 
about until the ex-hus and plummeted into heaven and the newspapers 
yesterday or the day before. Perhaps the radio never did much 
about the divorce, or perhaps 1 wasn't paying very good attention 
at the time, which must have been a year or more ago. Bid 
Anna “oosevelt ever marry again, and does she continue to live 
in Seattle or where ever, or did she return to the hast coast. 

And another thing while 1 think of it, 1 shall be delighted if y 
will keep fresh in mind long conversations we are going to have 
in days to come concern ug Sohwabia, and should the press of time 
permit in between, should be dleighted if you would couch on 
that subject, should it occur to you when writing. Once in 
the late 1920's, I had a lovely old book made up exclusively 
of maps, published along about 1680 or 1690, an imposing business 
about t.'.e size of the hlephant "ditiou of "udubon and 2 or 3 inches 
thick, with each map covering tne entire page. There were 
some lovely ones of various sections of the Holy Homan Empire 
and some delightfully quaint ones of Sohwabia, - little houses and 
castles and forests and people hunting and all sorts of things, 
and they were in color. I had to part with tee item but 
I shall always have it in my memory and 'the Sohwabia ones still 
are ever so vivid in my mind. I had planned to drag the thing 
alon,. with me on a visit of exploration through that region one 
summer but a smash up in an automobile acO^den on the Place 
de la ^oijoorde knocked that plan and my knee oap into smithereens, 
and so now i have the prospect of making an even better tour, 
thanks to your li 6 hted lamp whioh will make the prospeot a 
hundred times more delightful to me ^ow ridiculous 
<3,1 sappoiu truants beoome when view in retrospect if, as in this 
instanoe, the ultimate realization is so immeasuraably 
more precious to anticipate. 


Thursday, .November 2nd, 1960. 


Memorandum: 


On the store gallery lat8 today I met my old friend, the 
Heverened Jesse uavis, a Baptist preacher living just 
beyond St. Augustin's ^huroh, aoross the river. He is on 
friendly terms with the neighboring priests, b,ut doesn t dis¬ 
cuss relig’on muoh with them, believe. 

When he saw me he said; 

*- t 

"I've been thinking about you since yesterday and wanting 
to ask your opinion about that latest, business out of Home. 

For a log time it has been seemin' to me that tne ^opee forgot 
all about God and Jesus in favor ef the v irgin “ary. And now 
my radio say the Pope wants us to belive Mary made heaye, body 
and soul, and all in one leap." 

Jesse is a sight. 

Tha 1950 ootton cron w as finally harvested today With this 
year's prices bringing ti.e average bale to the value of about 
*150.00, tne 626 bales produced on Melrose, plus the demand 
for cotton seed, must run tne gross figure to quite an imposing 
figurihursday is always inclined to be a little hurly-burly but 
in spite of the advent of tne Knlpmeyers, 1 managed to get in 
some*work at Arenbourg this morning early-early. The radio nad 
predicted rain for this afternoon and tonight, and it is pleasant 
to hear it oasoading on the banana leaves along the gallery and 
to realize the Arenbourg ohildren are quite prepared for it. 

The Knipmeyers wefe going to Alexandria, after visiting 
me, to oall on Miss Hally who has been in fhe hospital down there 
for a few weeks, - taking a rest oure. JJext to “iiSB Hally's 
Magnolia plantation is the Cohen plantation, and one of the 
Cohen daughers-in-law is in the same hospital as Mips Sally, but 
quite a different department, having.just begot herself a baby. 
From a nurse she learned some hospital news the other day and 
telephoned her husband's family to say that ^iss Sally had Just 
died. The *ohens immediately ordered an Alexandria florist to 
forward gobs of flowers to the hospital to accompany the body when 
removed to "agnolia. They mourned the loss of thei^ neighbor 
until the mall arrived on the following day with a letter 
penned by the "corpse", thanking them for tljieir lovely tribute. 

I reokon that must have been a jolt, wouldn t you reckon. 
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. And .speaking of jotls, I just got one myself, for as 
I truned this page, I glanoed in the direction of the 
sun dial in the White Garden when a flash of lightning surprisingly 
outlined George standing on the gallery, oalmly drinking out 
of St. Giggin's ffounain, George, you may recall'* the the Brahmin 
hull and while we are on the best of terms? I really had never 
invited him to a tea party on the ¥ucoa gallery. How he got 
in o the garden in the first place, only George knows, and want 
with the rain desoeiiding pretty briskly, he probably sought 
shelter here, having no parasol about his person. I 
think the rain will .slacken shortly, for it has been coming 
and going at odd intervals all evening, and when it lejcs us, 

I shall go out and have a little chat with him, after whioh 
I shall grasp him firmly by the ear and lead him back to 
the outer world. I hope it continues to lighten until that chore 
has been accomplished. What a sight that ought to be, me leading 
George through the pitch ‘blackness of a rain night, orashing 
through, bushes and by some miracle, ending up at the right 
ga,te.I read a little last night before going to sleep. It was 
an all Russian evening, what with Tsohaikovski 1 s 1812 Overature 
as a starter, with a couple of pages from Bostievski's House of 
the -^ead, followed by Lenina $nd the Russian Revolution by Hill or 
some such. I lisa Bostievski s style although his intimate aocount 
of prison life in Siberia in the 18th century was dolorous enough. 
The book about Lenina is well contrived and its survey of 
eoonomic and social conditions in Russia just before the devolution 
of 1917 seemed sound, and its economic survey illuminating. 

He did, however, what so many writers sympathetic to H en ine seem to 
have done regarding Canine's trip from Switzerland through 
Germany in a sealed train to Russia in tjje Spring of 1817; - 
dismissing it,with some such phrase as People have suggested 
collusion between -enine and the kaiser in effecting this trip 
.but there is no foundation whatsoever for such a supposition 1 '. 

“nd that is where those favorable to Lenine always fall down 
in ray estimation, for I never could understand how a Russian, 
his country at war with G erra any, would be shipped through Germany 
in a sealed train, - sealed moaning no communication en route , I 
.suppose, without Germany having a pretty good knowledge of what 
t e trip was all about. Imperial Germany oonsorting with 
anybody like Henine certainly makes "strange bed fellows , and 
yet I cannot imagine the German Government permitting Russian 
revolutionises to go sailing aoross the countryside in special 
trains without having the vaguest notion as to wh$t was probably 
cooking. I assume biographers have felt it didn t lo 0 k too well 
to present the ^enine crowd beifig parted on the head by 
the leaders of the country at war with Russia, especially 
as .the BreBt-Litov separate peaoe that followed the Russian 
revolution looked like fat payment by the Bolshevioks for that 
memorable train ride. -°ut here 1 am at the f >ot of the page and 

George is patiently waiting.half hour later. I made it 

alright and ^eorege is in the big road and I'm folding. 
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Friday, November 3rd, I960. 


Meraoratid mj 

now nice to find your letter in today's post, and 
how nice of you to send along the additional epitaphs and 
the letters regarding p'erique tobacco. 

You would have loved the nonchalance with which my secretary 
read the latter. It was obvious he was accustomed to hearing me 
use a word suggested by the adjective, for throughout he 
rattled along about the perruque tobacco. Bon t you think that 
stacks up nicely along side ^ebora's rendition of -aline. 

You will enjoy turning through the BOuni_iiower_book. That 
your interest in it should have impelled you to make inquiry regarding 
it recalls my original impulse to send alor^g the copy to you, but 
I dismissed the idea when, on a seoond look, I discovered Anne had 
written my full name in the front, and I thought this extraneoas 
business might make the item a little, — shall we say, - oumDersome. 

If it wouldn't, I should be delighted to send it along forthwith. 

Of course I have no idea as to the contents of the printed material 
which may or may not be interesting, but probably may well be. J ust 
let me know if you should find it convenient to manage this item or 
if I should reserve it for the *ren,bourg shelf, and shall ds 
delighted to accept your suggestions, understanding perfectly either way. 

I am glad 1 sent along the little Insels which I had enjoyed so 
much these past ten years, for I feel "2lire tney are just the type of 
thing she would get much from, in view of her interest in 
doing decorative things with her paint pots. I am wondering why 
I never visited the churoh she mentions, - St. Gregory, the ^oor. I 
should certainly like to see the little dark angel who sounds ever 
so gay. , « 

You speak of the prolonged Indian Summer you h: ve been 
enjoying. Ours came to an abrupt end this afternoon when the ■ 
thermometer begat tumbling alramlngly I consulted the Weather 
Bureau and was advised it was likely to go do\m to the 30 e before 
morning, which doesn't seem imaginable after the unending-heat waves 
sweeping over us all during October. And so, just before dark, 

I hurriedly harvested the better half of my banana orop, 

hanging the bunches from the raftors of the "Lapel. It was 

almost dark and supper had already bqon aunounoed, so I jus. suspended 

them from any nails available, and fortunately there were a few old 

hand made ones in the beaded .be.anjs. I am tempted to go out and 

light the candles for a little while before fold ng up my be .rd, 

for the tall ones you sent me are now grading the birthday hand wrogi.t 
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mastenpleoes which are a part of y 0 u. ‘-‘•'he effect at night 
ought to he particularly striking, and the more so because I 
le t on the still lovely petals of the blossoms haning two or 
three feet below the dusters of fruit, and the whole thing looking 
in each oase like a green goose suspended by the feet, its long neck 
stretching so far down that the pointed head like blossom almost 
touches the tops of the pews. If o n iy Beardsley could have had a 
quick look at the Ghapel in its present state, just before he took brush 
in hand to illustrate a tale from Boe, 

I am glad to report that last night's rain continued intermittently 
all night and a slow drizzle persisted all day, giving the ground 
plenty of moisture before tonight's impending cold snap Plants 
seem Co much more impervious to cold if the ground be wet, I had hoped 
to get in a few whoeks at Aranbourg this morning, but in view of 
the .rain and the chill, plus a mild case of sniffles on my own hook, 

It seamed to me better to remain "put", to bang away on this machine and 
to straighten up a few odds and ends en my dQBk. Ihe later is 
always disasterous, for I am always putting away something I 
, had no intention, and at the moment I seem to have shuffled up 
a letter to hand .from n elen. advising that she had been slap happy 
when the janitor had surprised her by putting a fine looking box on her 
desk, , - the lost one which had contained the manuscript nnfl other 
papers which she had reserved from the general' excitement of moving. 

I shall advise ^elen to advise Carolyn __ who could ever get in 
touch with the latter, - that my chances of getting a look at 
Old Bonita ^anoh are mighty slim this season. I believe “olen and 
her husband and x,ucille and hers are going to Marshall for a nro- 
longed woek end around the 18th t But I am not, altough if 
J. H. goes to Shreveport week after next, as planned, I-mi £ .ht ride 
that far with him, if Carolyn wants to meet me in Shreveport and 
whisk me up to see her place, which, I believe, is but wfirailes 
further along -the. road. But I am bound to return here promptly and 
oannot dilly-dally alongjthe way. I have no doubt the outing would 
do me no harm, but I don t Want to make the jaunt at the present time, 
and should never want to T I guess, were it not that I should like to 
make a gesture of makin c a quick survey of Carolyn's place to give 
her some thoughts on solving some of her planting problems. In 
bne f^rst place, I can't expect any one but you to understand why 
I don t want to absent ijiyself from here at the present time on 
primary grounds, and secondly orily v0 u aan appreciate why, _ quite 
aside from the foregoiu- reasine, * really prefer to remain here. 

I must confess I,have been pretty successful during the past few yearB 
in staying put", but I still marvel that no ono but you can understand 
tnat 1 am $oing-so by volition. Well, we shall gross the Marshall 
IJ -£>g.'.hen ,we O ot to it, and here s hoping the State Be• artment or 
some 8uoh will assist me in calling "mine host" far afield long before 
any imraeaiate plans aan jell.,,.. 
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Sunday, November 5th, IS60, 


Memorandum: 

Your letter and a bevy of others came in Saturday's post— 

but the secretaries came.not. .. ‘ ... 

fhat isn't exaotly true, for one of them did make it by 
supreme effort precisely at 1:30 this afternoon, just as 52 
Gentinary pilgrims arrived, which was not exaotly the most auspicious 
moment. He promised to return a little later, but littlk nas 
expanded into "muoh" and I find myself saying that all of God s 
children probably do the best they can, and I would oe doing 
better if I would praoitoe patience more assidulously. Besides, 
today's and yesterday's unread'letters hold the promise, - the guarai 
tee of tomorrow delights, so that today s disappointment -ill i>e 
neatly balanced with the on-coming dawn. 

Both yesterday's and today's schedules 'were considerably 
augmented beyond the anticipated, and so both last night and 
tonight i indulged in relaxation between nods by doing a bit 
of reading. -For one thing, I dipped into by 

Wi m •-.m Baeba ana was enchanted to find the volume has to do 
with an ex”raordiuaiy spot but 15 miles from the native habitat o. 
your foot-loose Vensuelans. I suppose they may have told you about 
the remarkable "Rancho Grande" which the dictator Gomez was 
building at t.e time of his ae th in i236 on a niche he scooped 
out of the side of a mountain such a comparatively short distance 
beyond their oity, ' 

About the second or third chapter of "nigh Jungle has 
a heap to say about this remarkable, unfinished pile, and 
while there is much space in between devoted to butterflies, frogs 
and like cretures of primary Beebe enthusiasm, his ocoasional 
references to one feature or another unique jungle fastness 
, somehow rolls all into one the transitory elements of 
the patches nongwood, the vastness of Chri-sophe s mountain 
fortress in Banto Bomingo and all in a setting as fabulous 
as Ludwig's Linderhof or Neusohwanstein. 

Already half buried by landslides and e: cronohlug jungle, 
this vast accumulation of concrete, steel and glass must be 
unlike anything olese contrived in the kOth century, aud the 
nron'. tooture eo odd, - rooms perhaps 8 feet wide, 60 lon L and 
54 feet high, - must be over so' striking. 

But my figures are only approximate and there is no need 
for mo to make a trausoript of ^r. Beebe's opue. I shall 


■ 





• * * * . • 
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merely add that If you haven't exploed "High Jungle" as 
. yet, you probably will find the details of this fabulous 
BeebQ thumnail sketch as striking as did I. 

And speaking of Beebe reminds me of Mi3S Bestleman who 
accompanied him on one of his expeditions in the fest 
Indies where she made tho e remarkable oolor sketches of 
fish on the floor of the ocean, the ones later reproduced by 
the ilathional Geographic. I have lost all track of 
that lady but for all I know, I may catch uo with her 
in "High^Jungle" before I c am done with it* 


Pillowing the unusually prolonged summer session, autumn 
seems to have really arrived and this morning I think I detected 
a few wisps of frost before sun up.. I didn’t harvest all 
the banana crop but I did hang up four green "chandeliers" 
in the Shape1 with the result that the pink mud walls 
look pinker than ever and "us-es little boy" more colorful 
t.-.an ever. • 


The thermometer remains in the cool 60’s during the day but 
a brilliant sunshine yesterday and today made pilgrimaging 
more pleasant. Saturday witnessed to assualts by the road 
runners and three today, following the departure of the 50 odd 
Lent mar ians this afternoon, ana before I had reached tne 
old magnolia, coming from t'he front gate, a flock of 
ladies from yesterday s on-slaught blew in, dragging their 
husbands with them. Prom this I deduce tneir Saturaay 
tour was satisfactory, so far as they were concerned. I di-covered 
that some Ox the group hailed from Iowa, a state which 
nas always intrigued me much, and so instead of trying to 
sell them Louisiana, I pumped then for all they were worth 
about J>es “oines, Grenell, Sioux falls and the rest of 
ti.e country side, so in the end I perhaps got more out of 
tne visit than did they. 


I mustn t forget to regale you with one feature of 
tne larger tour tnat you would have found hilarious, 
i’he business had progressed as far as the African nouse with 

ir i a ? k a fe ains 5 wall by the loom, haranguing 

the 50 odd human beings crowded into the room when a 

frantic wail cut in on my rigaraarole, as the crowd suddenly 
surged back froto one of the doors, pinning me against the wall. 

It seems that a couple of the ladies standing on the threshold 
and gazing in my direction, suddenly became conscious of 
something close behihd them, ana glancing around were 
flabcerghaBted at the sight of good old George, intent on Joining 
in the 1 tour. After all, there was no place for the humaS * 

th 9 door 6 °w a «t tQ “ or i aiQ . a h ® ay y band on'everyone nearest 
the hoor. what a time 1 had extricating myself and wading 

George, ana after tak' 

gate, we got baok to 
atill swooning 






GO» 



Monday, November 6th, 1960. 


Memorandum: " * 

Ana so, as guaranteed, I had a fine letter from you 
for today's reading, yours of Hallow's JS'en. 

• A 

And much it delights me, and well does it keep me 
abreast of what goes on in the world. And from the literary 
slant, I am particularly indebted t_ you for all particulars, 
none of which had come to my attention, naturally* 

I believe Mr. Gain must have forgotten to include 
the third page in his last letter. He is certainly the 
same man who did "The Postman Always Rings Twice" and a flock 
of other books, although don't you wonder at his wide range 
of writing, and especially since he is so erudite in ^is 
grasp of the Civil War, one would almost suppose he might 
concentrate on that subject exclusively. 

I hadn’t heard about the William Brown Maloney book. I 
have never read any of his things, although he read a few 
chapters of one of his manuscripts to Lyle and me one night 
and it lasted much too long. *erhaps that was because I was 
sleepy, and perhaps it was because the subject matter seemed 
dull. I chatted with Lyle about it months later and Lyle, who 
could' stand quite a bit of sex, surprised me by saying he 
felt Bill was always dragging in much too much sex in all 
the things he did. He is a much better conversationalist 
than Rose Pranken . and yet it turns out that his wife is a better 
writer, and naturally the one seldom has much to do with the 
other, - that is to say, coversation as reflecting any parallel 
in the written word. 

I am glad to know the Prank Irby's domestio surroundings re¬ 
flect his finanical success, aia earlier years, I know not 
how many, were spent in Louisiana where he taught at the 
Hegro college at ^ew Scotland, just outside Eaton Rouge. 

I never met the man, but I occasionally see some of his * 
former associates on that faculty and everyone saems to speak 
highly of him. 

And how enchanted I am that you adraivsed me of ^rs. Roosevelt's 
recording of page one of her last book. I shall order it 
immediately so * may receive it as soon as it is available. 

1 have forgotten how long th9 raeohanioal labors require 
for getting the records properly exeouted, - about Z months, 
.panhaos, i o, perhaps by the time ?obru.\ry arrives, I may be 
Sipping irto that item. 
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I'm so glad you liked the Anatole frame quotation, and 
I agree with you it is most pat to appear on.a page by itself 
at the beginning of the book. And speaking of early 
pages in the book, there is another which willrequire no 
discussion, - the one carrying the dedication, whioh, I think 
you will agree whole heartedly with me when' I say it could 
bear, if not the actual name, then inevitably that of 

"My Lady of the tamp". 

.and may I tell you that when I paused in mid flight for 
a quick cup of coffee with Celeste this morning, by a remarkable 
coincidence, — the first time it ever happened, the clerk brought 
her a telephone'message, and in so doing, handed her the in¬ 
coming mail. Of course your letter t her was slap on the top, and 
o. course she had to open it and run through it immediately. 

She s perfectly delighted and remarked that if she ever had 
a choice between having friends, - those with a head and those with 
a heart, she would instinctively take tke latter, but that she 
felt it was wonderful to feel she had acquired the two in one 
in your particular case, for anb is always declaring that Miss 
Lee has the finest mind of any one she ever knew, and withal 
the kindest heart. And if a rumble of thunder penetrated Manhattan 
fror.. the great Southwest, then you recognized it readily as my 
own reverberating "a fnefi". 

'.Ye didn’t go to Briarwood this, afternoon, as the Bed River 
bridge at Grand Score is temporally closed and i guess Celeste 
didn t want to use the Montgomery Jerry, although as to the reason, 
I can't imagine, sinoe She usually hops that obstruction with 
nonchalance. But in view of Caroline's letter in today's post, 
it struck me that she is perhaps beginning to prod herself, and 
if that miracle should have transpired, it is just as well we 
didn't take up her evening. 

The Postoll letter, covering the Dr. Beurah matter, is 
interesting. I shall ask him to send me one of the publications 
he mentions as oovering the Maodonough business. If*it isn't 
too fat, it might be that you might like to paste it in one- 
of your volumes by said Kane, friend ^ostell'was here in 
August when i was a little under t::a weather, which explains 
his reference to Dr. Rand. I talked with the latter today. 

Be seems to be doing fine and is looking forward to next Sunday's 
movies at the negro ohruch and reminded me a u ain I am supposed 
to dine with them on ounday night before going on to the* 

’ baptisin'. 

* *- •* # 

So much to talk about, so pleasaut to re-read your letter. 

We ought to be nearing from Wagner, -Trio ell, at all shortly. 

I air, doing a'brief skit on the Yucca oil paintings. 
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Tuesday, November 7th, 1950. 


Memor andum: 


May I thank you no end for your grand letter of ffridajf, and 
for all the clippings and small photographs and at the same 
breath may I grab at handfuls of oak leaf clusters to pin on 
your chest for, the elegance of the Cloutier letter which seems 
to me nothing short of a masterpiece. It was certainly 
thoughtful of you to send the copy, for undoubtedly I shall hear 
repercussions from the Joyeous Coast seotion almost any moment 
now. 

And may I say how much I appreciate all your kindness in 
passing along so many interesting bits of news and the exerpts from 
the various news items of late. I was particularly impressed by 
your two exerpts from the Shaw obituar.v. It was, of course, the 
Terry-Shaw love letters that brought about the Court ruling 
covering ownership of letters we have discussed before. It 
didn t seem pertinent to the writer of the obituary, I suppose, 
to get off on a tangAt to the extent of explaining that the book 
was immediately suppressed and that Mr. Shaw, if I remember 
correctly, handsomely reimbursed for the publisher's error in being 
too pre-mature. I have no doubt there will be a hurried issued of 
the letters, now that the Terry heirs at last own them. 

And the other quotation regarding Mr. thaw's only visit 
to the United States was a little bit misleading, - and I can't 
tell if I have .dwelt endlessly on this point recently or not. 

Mr. Shaw's boat docked in the Bast River one morning and Mr. 

Shaw immediately had all his windows or port holes blacked out, 
refusing to so much as glance at the Manhattan skyline or to 
step foot on shore all during the day. About half an hour before 
he was to appear at the Metropolitan, he had a taxi rigged up with 
ourtains to cut off all view, and drove to the Opera Bouse and 
back in something like a black box on wheels. All of this 
and his succeeding speeoh seemed to me the ultimate in 
stupid frivolity and s ill beooming a man of his great 
intellect. It was just another oase , - as in the relations 
of Joe “enry with ^at, __ that he sometimes paid too high 
a price’-for his publicit y or what he styled his jokes. 

Be did get off his boat when it touohed at California, long 
enough to travel to San Simeon B a noh to have luncheon with 
William Bandolph Beartt and arion Davies. And I always assumed 
this was but another Qf G. By S.'s ideas of a Joke ox a slap 
at oivilized Americans, forgive me if 1 hava done a 1 this before. 
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I am so glad you tyavo found the captions to he alright. 

If’old Alexandria will only send me the others he took, 
three weeks ago, 1 shall get them going shortly, I thought 
I had the good luck of having a helper today to assist me with 
the lortiaits r but it turned out ever so differently. Mrs. 

OoomFsF dropped in and offered to run through a page on which 
I was struggling. But I immediately discovered" that she 
' had in mind to correct any errors in typing, reading the 
manuscript to herself. Later, - tonight in fact, I had Mr. 

Brew run through two or three pages with me, and I find several 
places that can bo va.stly improved if 1 oan only find a suitable 
reader. It was interesting that “rs. Goorabs didn't even catch 
the h absence of one of the verbs, and since you are quite oapable 
of •;.. lontiong to the spelling, her efforts in my behalf, while 
of the best of intentions, was absolutely worthless, so far as being 
of any help to me. I shall try to finish the Portraits within 
a day or so, sending, them along as soon as they are finished. 

As for the _Jlme-Jable. ^ am n ot going to finish it until 
’ I hear fr6m yo^'what with the interruptions while contriving it, 
and n o opportunity of getting it read back satisfactorily, I 
hav' no idea if it is up to standard for printing, and so 
will ddpend on your impression regarding the first part, before 
g Jing ano.ad to finish the balance, 

I like your w uo x.tralt of the author" better than any I have 
ever seen, but I fear the presence of any likeness of me in the 
Scrapbook would lend scant enohantment to the casual reader. 

It is possible I may bo forced to olirab in, however, unless I oan 
have bettor luuok than up to now if tracking down a good 
photograph' of Grandpare restored, in which I do not figure, I 
have a large glossy one similar to the one that appeared* in the 
limes -Picayune* in the Melrose article a year or two ago, but 
I did not sand it along with the other illustrations, hoping 
that M arry Smith, who I had photograph the picture two months 
ago, __ I have forgotten my verb, - but the point is that 1 am 
hoping he may come across with, a olear photograph which I can 
substitute for the only other one I have of the portrait, - the 
one in which I’ appear, The only advantage of the latter is the 
faot that the presence of a human figure perhaps gives a clearer 
ooucept of the unusual size of the.Grandpere canvas. ierhaps 
I shall send this one'along anyway__sp that you may determine how 
best the business oan be handled,* 

I know the histo rical society will be delighted with the 
•photographs coming to~Hnua today. I shall try to knock off 
appropriate captions for them, - about three sentences each, and 
get them off to tlie President shortly. 

i ’ • X i. . «i • . V > e * * 

So many things to t: lk about, so little space provided. 

Little King's letter seemed a little sad. ^e enclosed 4;6.CO for 
the little bank he is askin 6 me to keep for him 
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Wednesday, Hovember 8th, I960. 


Memorandum: • J!/VaJT> 

May I tell you that your nice big envelope containing the 
likenesses of. the speplak Cinderella oame to hand in this 
morning's post and that I am n bien tiokle" with an accent on the e. 

Both portraits are elegant and at the moment I know not 
how J shall employ them, but I am keeping them "unattached", as it 
wore, for 1 -know they are going to be put to some particular business 
before 1 get through with them, how nice of you to be so nice to me. 

• • • t t 

And may I say how noble you are to bring up the matter of the 
several questions in the Diary that should be settled forthwith. I 
must apologize at the same time for the messy response I have made to 
your inauries, — for, as you will note from the attached sheet, 

I jotted them down in the order you asked them, with ray secretary 
fiddling to fly out to a wake on Little Biver, so that the mistakes 
I made exceeded anything thus far contrived, but I am hoping 
you may find the answers within your grasp, even though they were 
of necessity dashed off in a tempest. 

I got off the smaller prints arriving yesterday, - off to 
the Secretary of the Historical Sooietv today, writing oaptions for 
each and hoping- I didn't go too far afield in my efforts. I assumed 
the captions would probably not exoeed two or throe sentenoes, and so I 
tried to jam inot that -limited space the salient points oonoerning 
eaoh of all you sent and one odd little one I chanced to find of 
the African House. 

And before leaving the pioture business, I am going to have 
the effrontery to state quite frankly that I should be glad to have 
some small pictures of Yucca, as sketched by Lag,- auydam. It seems to 
me, the end papers lnfhe Friends of Joe JAlaoxe is the best, s rongest 
reproduction i frave seen, although it is possible that the 
fold down the middle where the two pages meet, - the last page and 
the cover, might make photographing of that particular one’impossible. 
There is ^.n identical- sketoh on a single page* inside the book somewhere 
but I don t know if that is too faint or not. Berhav.s it could 
be photographed and if printed rather strong, wouldn't be faint 
at all. 

Somehow I feel "shamed-faaed" or rather "shame-faced" to epcnk right 
out in such a bold fashion about-this item wnich is mors.or lees in 
unvarnished response to your kind inquiry of yester ay as to any items 
I might have in mind. It seems to me that this particular sketoh and 
possibly the jictoria?. .-imp, - .Mina 1 8. if it comae out clearly, might 
be excellent in a sise that will "go into a reguulnr envelope, aa 
subtle advertising, to be tuoked-in to letters, so many of .hloh go out of 
here daily, 
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I thought there might he a clearer print in Old Louisiana, but 
I didn't find one. .and please don't bother with this particular item 
at the* prese’nt time if things are beginning to swirl too fast in the 
pre-holiday merry-go-round (and parenthetically, it Just occurs to 
mo the Rrenoh pord for that contraption is "montagne russe” which is 
sort of funny now -a-days. - ; 

It seems to, me the Duy&ejn item,might be just right for 
this type of subtle advertising. Whet do you think, .and if 
your local emporium is getting Jammed up with pre-holiday business, 
let the whole thing go and we can disouss it after the holidays, or 
I can eventually toss it in the n arry Smith direction, although 
ho has Just gone up on his orices and dowp on his deliveries, which is 
humiliating. 

And now to another note aside from "me, me, me",,. 

and so you perhaps got away to the up-lands of the hudson for 
a-little week end Jaunt. I shall be so interested to learn how you 
made it and if Egon was among those present, By-no^ the countryside 
ou&ht to be at It. best and hope everything united to make the trip 
delightful, * 

w « * • 

Locally everything is alright except for a bit of hurly-burly about 
the plantation, - some kind .of scuffles with the master and the slaves, 
and I need scarcely identify the one to whom the latter turn. *t the 
moment 1 am trying to hold the lid on to keep the Dark Duke from 
shaking-the local dust from his feet, but probably shall have soant 
success. The master's patience is wonderful and departure on the 
part of the servant will be of his own volition, but I struggle to 
keep him from doing so, since this is home, and to his simple soul, no 
other place ever will be, and I hate to see him head out into un¬ 
happiness. 

And how about yesterday's election wherein you did your duty ns 
a citizen and then to'ok to the high hills, You should have encountered 
many Democrats on the run as you headed back toward town. I am 
glad the Senators from Lew iork and ^'onneotiout were re-elected, but I 
am sorry all the Tafts, Milikins, JJixons and so on, - not to skip that 
Utah Bennet or whatever is name is, for now all sooial legislation must 
be definitely shelved for at least 2 years, possible 6. . There is 
but one ray of light, one promise for 1.968, - and that is that if 
they are smart, the Democrats may be impelled to put forward their best 
man while the:Republicans, now so hopelessly in the hands of the 
reactionaries, may agfeln fail to see anything but advantages for the rioh, 
and so go down to defeat an another ^residential eleotion. Raturally 
everybody I know in the finanoial brackets around here is perfeotly 
entranoed at the enormous Taft plurality, and along about now I reokon 
even little Miss Alberta must be doing vast songs and dances portraying 
her joy that Ohio's favorite son. I had hoped .that health Insurauoe 
and moPe.vi’air Practices legislation migRt result from a -^eraocratio 
victory, bu't even though these must now wait, they are bound to be 
in the oaris in the years to oome. After all, neither the Rev. Taft 
nor any of his hill 'billy southern democrats can turn ba£k th6 clock, even 
though they may slow down the pendulum for a spell. 


J 
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Thursday, Hivembex 9th, 1960, 


Memorandums 

lots of stuff in today's post, but only the enolosed 
notes of any interest. 

t 

I hha 1 write both la Wagner and Lora before folding up 
ray beard, for I gather they both could stand a little up-lift, 
and I shall assure la Wagner that we shall hold open a space for 
her symposium when things in Iola have returned to normaloy. 

There was a pleasant surprise in the mail, pursuant of 
your reoent report that ll.dam' H on^a-gA-i t had recently made 
& recording of a portion of "I'pjg t for here came 

the book, hot off'the recording press. Whfle awaiting my 
secretary I sampled a page or two. Mrs. hoosevelt reads the 
first chapter, - just about ten years af^er she made an 
appearance on the first record of the first volume of her 
autobiography. I find her voice seems to have deepened somewhat, 
and one of these days I shall try out the first page of 
her original volume in comparison with the first page of the 
present book. 

Eventually, as you have suggested in the past, we must 
run through portions of this volume together. I read but a 
little, but sufficiently to discover the answer to what has long 
puzzled me, - the reason why *1 draith seemingly switched to the 
side of entrenched wealth in the 1930's, afjer having for so many 
years seemingly been on the side of the under-privileged. I 
found -irs. Roosevelt's f6w sentences concerning snobbery to be exoell 
eut, - the cultivated Individual disdaining all who haven't 
had his cultural advantages, the financially successful 
self made man disdaining everyone who has had greater, 
cultural advantages than himself 

You will recall that Mrs. Roosevelt recognizes a1 Smith as 
being in the latter category, 'ana in putting her finger precisely 
on the spot, she apparently, in so doing, caused a yell 
from other members of the same group, and notablyJim Barley 
who, I suspect, as ^hariman of the a QW Yor$ Democratic Committee, 
had the dominant say in sdleoting tRe Democratic candidate for 
Governor, and in selecting some third rate politician named 
Lynch to run‘against Dewey, succeeded in loosing the Governorship 
for the democrats in Tuesday's election 




. > 
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Another cold wave rolled down from the North this 
aiftprnoon, driving the thermometer down to the 30's and 
what with an occasional wisp of rain or drizzle, - wisp of drizzle 
is a curious phrase, made it seem just like a .November day. 

I should have inserted one of kittle King’s (Smiles) 
after the above sentence, for ’’just like a November day" is 
a phrase the ^adam liked to q^iote on occasion, recalling 
a bag who was here fro Hawaii one thanksgiving Day who contemplated 
the outside world from inside the heuse, remarking in apparent 
astonishment, that the weather outside should seem so much 
like a November day, 

— . , « 

The advent of real autumn seems to have induced a 
great impetus on the part of rodents to seek shelter inside, 
with the added appeal, no doubt, to Hattie's slovenly habit of 
leaving t « dishes unwashed over night, A "Pied Piper" 
from the Ha tonitoofias Health,Department put-out some of 
that remarkable poison, known as "1080'*, and while no mice 
were effeoted, the .harvest of r-te -as^imposing,some 18 
cluttering up the kitche-n floor at dawn today. Knowing nothing 
of J: eraistr.,, i o n't i ,u_ine of want "10ff0 n Wy consist, - 
colorlo3S and oaorlees :.s it is, arid having-the "dpptfarnaoe of more 
water, -dut it must be mighty powerful, since just ^one lick ox the 
stuff seems to knock any animal slap into Kingdom '■'orne And 
any oat or dog taking but one bite of a rat thus killed, will 
instantly fall out, too, the Health department says, I certainly 
hope G andpa and Charlies don t make any mistakes during the present 
campaign, ° 

The Dean, of something ox other from the local college 
telephoned me t is noon, asking if a tour of some s'ooiety or 
other might l>e arranged for tomorrow or Batu ‘day, as might suit 
my convenience. It seemed that neither day suited my convenience 
and so I suggested another cottaot be established sometime next 
week. What with the ohill in the air, I figure it is an 
excelent time for me to "stay put", devoting myself to* this 
machine and to the furthering of the designs we have currently to 
hand.A week ehcue, and the time will have arrived for the 
Marshall meeting, and naturally I am be-stirring myself to 
find some lame excuse to send along as to why I am not 
attending. Isn't it odd that the real reason of just not 
jar!ting to isn't sufficient. * 

i i * 

Last week 1 wrote Helen, asking her to tell Caroly, should 
she ooutaot her, to telephone me, at which time, if shd does, 

I snail take myself out through that medium of contact. The 
(interruption) , - and so x fold forthwith.... 


Friday, November 10th, I960. 


Memorandum; 


May I tell you that your grand letter of Saturday came 
to hand in today's post, but come to think of it, the 
date line was Sunday. ip|^ 

I shall be all ears to hear a report of your trip across 
the bay and all the particulars covering the European jaunt 
of your host. The social orassions in Dusseldorf were striking. 
Somehow the absenoe of one oall on the agenda reminds me of 
the prominence ootton assumes in the 1776 inventory, - 
the more striking beoause of its absence. 

And I am indebted to you for giving me your opinion 
of the Time -Table and the impression you expressed that it 
might be alright to inolude in the Sorapbook. I shall • 
forge ahead, therefore, with the balance of the day, filling 
in and correcting previous entries as they come to hand in 
their transcribed form. 

“* < 

In the tame post oame a few other letters, some of which I 
shall send along under separate cover, even though they turn out 
to bo of scant interest. I have, up to this moment, read but 
the Overdyke one a phrase of which amused me, - the 
quotation by Zaline^s nephew, Tony, who is just a bit balmgiy, 
and who chanced to he present at one single time when Zaline 
honored me with a glass of wine. 

Personally, I tnink the Overdykes were slightly out of 
order, descending unannounced on poor old Joe, 60 odd strong, 
but that is purely a personal opinion, and for all I know, 

Joe may have liked .all the exoitement attending suoh a 
horde. But I guess I have always lacked wft&tev r it takes to 
enjoy piloting more than two or three people 'at a time to 
any place, probably beoause I don't qike mobs. I recall 
having once demurred when asked by Mrs. Pillsbury of M inneap olis 
ohanoing to bo in Paris, if I would - accompany her family ana 
her sister s, to.Versailles. I think there were 7 in all. 
Eventually I took four as a vast concession, and a few tu>ys 
later invited the remaining three to dine with me there, but 
it seemed both uncivilized and stupid to take 8 or 7 under 
my wing for a single fight, and in the end I’ll bet everybody 
had a better time by going in reduced numbers, and of oourse 
I neves could spend too much time in the lovely avenues of 
that lovliest of plaoos. 
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At the moment the big topic of conversation locally 
is the weather. Usually we get a frost by the 13th of the 
month, but this year things are running ahead of time and 
26 degrees is foroast for tonight. 

a cold Mast wind suspended all tractor operations today 
which enabled me to get quite a few things attended to, what 
with tee availability of some dusky hands for piddling 
about in the gardens, tightening up faucets, re-enforcing fence 
poet and so on. Peter passed by after noon to lend me a 
hand in harvesting the balance of tho banana crop and 
now the U na p Q i looks as f gay as a fruit stand at at 
charity bazaar. I didn't realize movie cameras wore going a 
mile a minute until after I had descendea from the ladder 
with the last big old bunch of.bananas. It turned out ^ 

that some joint efforts were being made by Texas and 
jaUfcoial fr organizations to record pda . Louisiana plantations 
and that somebody at the’ Post Uffioe had"turned them loose 
in the front garden before notifying me. a servant arrived 
to acquaint me with the business after being lost 
for >half an hour, and so my performance as recorded on 
film ought to reveal me as beiijig not at all camera 
shy, - especially since I didn t know th-re were any cameras 
this side of Hollywood. * 

v « , . 

Little Miss Gleraence oame by shortly after the film 
oontinguont had departed, bringing with her a bampitin' 
mural she"had contrived for me on a narrow window shide" 

Nina had sent her. 

The thing is about 12 to lb inches ice and perhaps 
4 feet in length, Slap In the middle of tne canvas is 
a white church dominating tjre business. To the left run 
figures auvaucing down to Little *iver where converts are 
being immersed. To the right stretohes tne graveyard, 
with some tjuite gay tooms and markers. I have set 
the composition just above the double doors at the .end of 
the gallery, - the room to the West balancing tne 
lihapel to the Mast. By, happy coiniodence, the dominant white 
church appenrs immouiately above the very center of the space 
and at precisely the point above the line made by the joining* 
of the double doors below. The green of the, grass in the picture 
and the blue of the water is sufficiently subdued to har¬ 
monize generally with the colors in the Gobelin on the 
South wall of the gallery, while the white of the robes of 
the converts and the pink parasols and yellow dresses of the 
initiated and interested spectators form just the proper note 
to enlighven the composition to tne point ofawakening passing 
interest. But how did I get off .the t aok to this extreme 
length. But more off tne track anon..,. 
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Sunday, November 12th, 1960. 


Memorandum: 

It's bitter, what with a frost last night and 
another tonight, the banana leaves looking like saffron 
ghosts and a steady shower of leaves sifting down through the 
golden sunshine all day long'. 

I have another death to report, — Grandpa. We were such 
staunch friends for such a number of ye ax 8, we"had more or 
loss merged our personalities, at least I had his. In casting 
about for some'recompense, perhaps I shall discover it in the 
fact that Grandpa's mereged personality will depart as he 
wings his way to ^e ven so that I shall be less'feline in my 
use of claws on occasion. On Saturday noon Grandpa caught a rat 
who had apparantly tasted of the poison, and so passed along 
the devastation tjo his captor. Gladly would I have provided 
a fine funeral but my old friend crawled into the ole in the 
mud wall at the end of the house and lacked strength to 
respond more than with a faint cry to ray calls, Something 
tells mo Grandpa is going to linger long with me when the 
weather turns warm. Poor old Grandpa, he was such a 
nice guy. 

In spite of pilgriifcs and the. undertaking of half a dozen 
things, I even found time to read a couple of pages from 
.Atephan bzeig'e Marie Antoinette, and I liked'what I read. 

Hon t remember having re.a it before, altnough X t ought 
I had,- I suppose I had ooufused it with Hilaire .Belloc's or 
some such. It seems to me t.o catches the personalities especially 
well and although he seems a lit tig off the track in 
some places about Versailles, what he has to say is well set down 
and worth reading. It mue^t be I, had forgotten one point which ' 
is of no importance. Zweig says the Gourt removed to Marly 
or rather to Choisy on Louie XV's death, but X had always 
supposed it was to ^arly. He doesn't mention the latter place 
but once, and then rn.er.ely saying tae Queen once took the Gourt 
to ^ar.ly because Mme. de Polignac was in the neighborhood during 
a pr gnanoy. 

Surprisingly enough he has quite a business about the 
King': aunts at Bellevue, but doesn't do anything bout the place 
by way of ae cription pr history. I am surprised ht seems 
to speak of Mme. ae Pompadour aud Mme. du Barry as about 
the same type, which is probably mere ov r-simplification, for 
such an excellent historian couldn't h ve believed the two women 
were in any way similar, and somehow while praising tne 
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Petit Trianon as the finest example of 18th century 
architecture extant, he never mentions it as the handiwork 
of Mme. de Pompadour, but somehow succeeds in giving the 
impression it was a Hu Barry item. 

Well, so much for that, and I shall probably bore you 
with more a out it before X am done. 

t ' 

Dr. Hand came to see me tnis afternoon for a while, 
and I joined the family and friends at the camp around first 
dark, after X had finished som. stuff X was doing on tnis 
machine. There we*e several guests there including the 
millionaire,Growells of Alexandria and it was fun talking 
politics during supper with “hr. Growell, an extravagant admirer 
of Senator Taft. The food* was neavenly and boundless as 
usual, including the most wonderful "ceafsteak I ever tasted, 
creamed chicken with much almonds streaming through it, etc., 
etc.,etc. • 

Outside, the night was wonderful, t\e air so clear, 
t.he surface of '“ana stiver so smooth, the svelt little mooon 
so gay. I guess there were ten or twelve for supper, after 
which wa headed up the road,some Mrs. Blanahard with me on 
the back seat with Blythe driving and Ze lraa to show the way. 

We journeyed through the Joyeous Goast, past Beaufort and on to 
Bayou Hatohez, where the 4 or 5 cars trailing us made 
a wrong turn ud after half an hour we had to go back 
a few miles to find them. In the exoitement, Puny backed up 
a little too swiftly and rammed iix. Hand's oar. It was 
hurly-burly in ,the dark. But we got the cavalcade going 
again, traveling for miles all the course of Ola Hiver, 
west of the .cement highway, miles into the ba-ck country, 
eventually we came to Hookford Bantist Church where several 
hundred nogrooe were awaiting' our advent. The movies 
aelighted the audience, and , as always there was a slightly 
different twist to the presentation. Dr. Hand had forgotten some 
gaget or other .that supplies sound with the film, and so 
tne congregation undertook to .sing hymns durina the show. 

In view of the subject of the film, the singing seemed 
perfectly in harmony. But two or three places in the 
show the audience is inv riably moved to hilaiity by the 
flopping around and swinging of hips by some of the 
new converts being dragged out of the water, so thpt the 
up-3urge of hymn singing would,occasionally be broken by 
roars of laughter by tne singers, irameidately after whioh 
they would pick up the hymn at the precisely the point 
where they had left off for tne temporary,digression into 
gales of laughter. 10:16 and we were home again, or at leaet X 
was and the Hand party must be almost back to Alexandria by now. 
So goes the week end, a little sorrow, a little joy, and 
I hope your, was all the latter.... 


Monday, November 13th, 1960. 


Memorandum; * 

Indian Summer is'back a^ain and I couldn't resist the 
impulse to spend much time this morning at Arenbourg where 
everything- looked so healthy and de-frosted, and tne soil 
so inviting to be worked over, 

X must say the camellias don t look so very prosperous, 
but everything- else appears to be^in the pink of condition, 

JSitherwith* this note or in an accompanying envelope, I shall 
enclose the material for the ^olrose portraits. You will 
note I omitted the street address of the Lion studio in XJew 
Orleans. I believe this was given in the landsford letter which 
is here but a secretary wasn't when 1 was writing the thing and 
as none has subsequently showed up, it occurs to me you might 
chance to have a copy of said ^andsford item, ana if you do, 
it might provide the street address of the studio. If you don’t 
chance to hage the item conveniently to hand, we can omit the - 
street and merely use the word Hew Orleans and it wont matter much 
either way, although if the precise location is available without 
too much delving, it might be nice to include. 

As in all manuscripts, X trust you will feel quite free to 
run through this material, fore-armed with'a blue penoil, making 
any cuts or changes th: t seem appropriate, f 

e ‘ * 

In the next batch of photographs to be sent you, I shall 
include the ones to be used with this material, - the two of 
Grandpere, one of the Blaak Bwan and one of Father and Bon, 

Of course this chapter could readily be expanded, giving further 
details regarding the painter of Grandpere's portrait, and 
all the data from the H. Y, p, B^int Hoom, but it seems to me 
for the scrapbook type of thing we are in the process of ooutriving, 
the present tonnage is about right. Or do you think not. 

If that trifling n arry Smith would only get a move on, 

I might be able' to get some pertinent pictures going in your 

direction shortly, And speaking furtner of pictures, I am 

so glad * have an excellent reproduction of the Father and ^on 

item, taken years ago by whom I know not,' It should by 

ail moans, I think you will agree, be photographed for you 

and me, so that we may make use of small reproductions from time to 

time, as it is probably the best one is ever likely to run across. 







From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #H~5889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


i 


Mfif 1 


4515 


A 




vih&t With the double difficulty of reproducing paEtels successfully, 

nnd particularly the ones that must bo photographed through 

glassiest night, in spite of the advanced hour, I found 1 wasn't so 

very sleepy, and so -^read a couple of pages from two 

different volumes, - “*rs. Roosevelt's and bweig's 

Marie Antoinette, Coffle to think, of it, there are a couple of 

ladies who differened consider bly, even as to luok in getting 

husbands. I read the paragraph in "This I Remember" touching 

on narry Hopkins .wh ich I found revealing, and particularly 

the line indicating that toward the end, Mr. Hopkins tended more and 

more toward the social side ^is personal contacts. Ryle 

had ofcon told me me of somewhat sumptuous public dinners he 

had had with the Hopkins, — husb’and and wife, - during the 

Washington interlude of the aaxon final years. He mentioned 

the. swank element in some of these gatherings, but somehow I 

had forgotten all about it until I stumbled over Hrs. Roosevelt's 

line regarding this phase of the Hopkins career. 

~ t • * V' .... : r ...... 

I recall a prolonged sitting wherein clothes were discuss ed one 
night before a friendly fire here at iucoa in which Lyle, Howard 
Hunter and I speculated on what extent olothes reveal the 
personality of the wearer. I illustrated some point or other 
by remarking that I couldn't ! recall ever seeing Harry Hopkins in 
a photograph that indicated he inclined toward conservatism in 
his garb and•that the pictures remaining most clearly in my memory 
were those suggesting the somewhat flashy finery one assooiates 
with habituees of race tvaoks. I can remember how heartily Howard 
laughed at this and declared he was going to tell ^afry what I 
had said the next‘time he saw him. »t that time they were quite 
close, H 0 . ard having but recently, if I remember, having succeeded 
Harry as head of WPa. Howard inclined toward ultra conservatism 
and somehow recalled to mind the stereotyped Wall Street broker 
in hi8 blaok suits or ’hie u xford grays. Lyle, too, leaned 
toward the conservative side, and while his white linen summer 
suits and enormous Panama hats, especially on such a huge frame, were 
not always inconspiouous, still Lye did _tind toward egservaUive 
blue .serges for business and usually neckties of solid subdued 
hues. Somehow I always think of ^arry as in blazer jackets for 
sport wean, and golden brown serges for business, nnd yei why I 
have this so indelibly impressed on nfy mind, I cannot say, unless 
I have superimposed the race track tendencies on to the figure 
of the man who so much liked to frequ nt the traok. 

Rut what fine feathers — or gaudy ones -- have to do 
about indicating which way the human being tends and trends, I don't 
know, and for the life of me, I can't Bay how 1 got so far off 
on thy present tangent. 

fhe .promise it? for fair o&atber anead, and i aa&li ciqvote more 
time tomorrow to this m< chine than * did today, hut I am not 
sorry I-did have some time in thfi o an at arenbourg,.,.... 
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Tuesday, November 14th, 1950. 


Memorandum: 




>\\0' 


M^fr 


How nice to find your grand letters as of Thursday and of 
Friday, last past, together with attached transcriptions. How 
nice you are to me. 

**\ « 

First off, let me take up. the matter of your inquiry regarding 
my wish concerning the dedication. It must be "T 0 My ^ady of the 
Lamp, < 

I ti.ink it is important that this book should have been contrived. 
Without it, the understanding of the South, — of the United 
States, would be incomplete. So far as I am concerned in the 
matter, it never cou^d have been done without you. I constantly 
i.ind myself saying your name as author rather than mine should be 
given as the author. Under such circumstances, frankly, even the 
dedication seems woefully inadequate. But all that matters is 
that you know how I feel about the matter and it will always b6 our 
book, regardless of what the printed page may read. — Ours'only 
and that s why I shall always ar.erish it wit/ all my heart. 

f S 1 ®? the mulatto picture_a_ came out so nicely, but it's 

oed, isn t it, that they took on such a different tint from the 
originals. Still, this factor will perhaps make them the 
more striking as the reader ponders on the question of 
100 per cent purity and makes up his own mind as to what should, if 
anything, be done about it. 

* w 

I intended saying a few days back that the matter- of the number 
of .letters we use from any particular individual I leave entirely 
to your own good Judgement. The faot is that we have pushed this 
chapter to about the greatest bulk of any, i believe, and for that 
leason thought perhaps we might .teep down the number of those 
like Aose *ranken, who was no particular friend of the Madam and whose 
letters are perhaps more of interest because of ner name than 
because of their contents. 

And before leaving -the field of correspondence, I mi ht add th; t 
1 te egram came along .about “first dark from . alanzo Lan dsford. 

.-.■lyLiii he hoped to be in Ratohitocnes on i .pur e a ay or* ft i ci a y und 
hoped he night be able to get down toj see me. I shall be 




i • • ** 
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es a oi filly interested to hear what he has to say about Jules 
Lion and I, shall try to stir up some enthusiasm on his part - 
wmoh may not be made stirring, perhaps, with a view to to in® 
aovvn some more Mon oenvases. It is so 6 ooa to have tho ^ 

transoripts you made for me from the Pr nt Roam of the hyp 

..jssswa to °- tB «-* ™ &&& 

Ihis morning' at Melrose, this aft rnoon at iirenboure I 

tne case of the aannas and butterfly lilies, the fro°t bi ttarf 
roliage isn't at all pretty, but the great festoons of banana 
li' r9 altogether lovely, a pinkish tan, looking as thou*- 
t,oy worn loss tne result, of a oo .L«t “th “offset t, an 
With some conservative Pioasso or some suoh. ° 1 

With added interest t things bouth American r n^,’ Q „ to 
shootings in Venzuela and comprehend nothing as to what'it is 

oh rl h Si tr * Bt i 1 t , h!lS no ai Snifiof-noe , so far as the tl oral 
in pSaaif lrSier;^^.^! 16 seems t0 t8 lotB ° f jungle” 

used foJ in this tlx JJatSlr SSuJS/ I fSS°J? liathMB W9re 
about tr.at. It seems to me the leithJrl y# ? ondered 

z. 




Wednesday, November 15th, 1960. 


Memorandums 

now nice to find your letter in this morning's frost, 
together with the big envelope of returned photogra; hB whioh 
name through nicely, and along with them, the extra enuolope 
you so thoughtfully enclosed. < 

Mail time was the one moment of the day that has seemed 
real. •The rest has bean all hurly-burly, a flook of people 
working in the gardens to soant point, and pilgrims starting 
at 9, Just after I had returned from *renbourg, and this and 
that for the balance of the day, including 50 bags at one gulp 
during' the afternoon, not to mention a flock from. Savanah, 

Georgia, arriving after 4. 

What with a nice fat moon dreaming hazily in a 
summer's night skjf, and a big wake going on at bt. Augustine's 
Ohuroh on kittle River, the ni e ht ought to be a big success, 
too, but Little River will not miss me, for a billion people 
will be milling about, what with such favorable atmospheric 
conditions, and I reckon I'll scarcely need Rerr "Zeeweeg" to 
rock me to sleep. 

I am so glad you mentioned all the things you did 
concerning the bcrapbook. i want to run through your letter 
again to be sure I caught all the points as I raoed through 
it between pn-slaughts of pilgrims. 

Your selection for the G_us?t. >ook Bounds excellent. 

In the event the chapter needs additional padding, we oan 
ta..e in any others you may feel inclined t® consider, excepting 
but the two previously mentioned as being completely out. 
ur t was supposed to supply mo with ais page for that 

.tern, dated some*time previous to 1948, but it hasn’t 
come through as yet. I hesitate to chunk at him about this 
but I'shall certainly drop hi . a note regarding the matter 
before folding up my beard tonight. 

I think it would be nice to ask Lora about the matter,' 
and I shall write hi; about his entry forthwith it seems 
to me he must be a little distracted at the moment for two or thr 
three things have touched upon recently in letters to him have 
brought forth no response, subjects which generally b«-£et 
a pot-shot, - such as the Mnadonough business of Lr. "surah, whioh 
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* I thought mi e ht call forth at least a vagus salvo, - what 
with his usual eloqueuoe in the a-ane department usually. 

It .would seem as though a little intxoduotion might 
he in order regarding the Guest Boo*. I shall atte pt to fashion 
something shortly. 

And thanks for mentioning the originals of the 
corre ;o dance which are here. I shall include them in the 
next.package with the photographs, should the latter ever 
come to hand, 1 hope. 

*nd also thanks for speaking of the Jane Biver artic le. 
r rankly, i thought had sent it with the~"last "batch of 
photography but I assume I did not. I think. I have it rigged up 
a^ng-po, and so - 1 - shall get that off to you tshortly, too. 

“■ 8® hoping I may get quite a few things done this week. end. At 
least I am going to be hare, and if any one who can spell out 
tne letters of the alphabet comes to hand, I shall press 3 aid 
, unsuspecting person into service. 

Qaxolyn telephoned from marshall this morning, asking if 
sne might pick me up on Frdday, I, naturally demurred. I told 
her eventually would pass by when things are -a little less 
pressing in these parts. I, want to give her whatever assistance 
I can concerning her planting, but a can't see speniding 
Friday and Saturday up yonder at.the present time. Some day 
eleste or somebody will be eoing to Shreveport, and I can 
niyvQ uGarolyn run down there to pick me up ana bring me back 

Pl aC9 » a«d that Will be amply long for me to acoomplsih 
anything I can undertake in the horticultural department. 

fc8 i ng With aelsn » Carolyn and Lucille for an 
1 r! l tn9 .r iQQsexve my anergies at the 

the ° ora P book whQ n so many things are 
Added to this is the factor that Lucille is a grand 
a™ aA«i entranced to near what aelen, Jarolyn ana I have to 

v ? y contribute observations and contributions of 

that rna'miJt S 8 ° n a Va * u9ly different vibration so 

9,39 be oharitably inclined conversationally to 

r' c r ' ri f h I ®v an snd la P r9£9nt . and frankly, if 

^o tfl !° ? Q VJlth the 0th9r two » 1 should like 

£ b( °ut .bookstand pictures and publications going full 
tilt without havng to be oourteous to Mioille and keep 
switoning to raor purely social stuff. 

iSJir'* 4 ! 11 plenty of VJeads at Arenbourg, but the - r 
1 ? ? aDd sat £ * l9tl prepared for tne 

c £t^, t8 ,refreshing to begin the day in 

Oaiu letters, unread, bne from the Maryland 

r ** long-ish, but I suppose all secretaries are at the wa<te 
ana I am almost asleep, and so I shall fold herewith..... 
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Thursday, November 16th, 1950. 


Memorandum: 

An elegant rain oame rolling in about an hour before 
daylight, with much flashes and rumble .of thunder. It 
kept going intermittently until noon whan the clouds gave way 
'without any change in thermometer readings, ^nd so the after¬ 
noon was as flooded with sunshine as the morning had been 
with water, and tonight the moon rides on high in a 
marvelously clear, new washed sky. 

I didn t gat any gardening done, but f did round up 
a few odds Snd ends before the Knipmeyers arrived with 
t re's guests. 

This afternoon came Mr. and Mrs. Landsdorf, I liked 
them both. In stature ana crispness of perruoue, he rem naad 
me a bit of ^r. Belle. The smoothness of his"skin and 
the dark liquid of his' eyes- suggested the same smoothness and 
depth of coloring so frequently found in certain semetio 
tjpes. .irs. ^anasdorf put me in mind a little of Dorothy 
Berhends, - was that the name, - and what ever happened to those 
people. 

They were congenial and of course liked everything they 
saw and seemed floored at the extent of it. The .father and 

Son exceeded Mr. Banddorf’s expectations, oe things -- 

Tt one of the finest he has ever seen. He thought it dated 
from the lhte 1840's or early 1860's. Y/hat struck him 
especially was the unusual strength of char actor as reveled 
by this composition in pastel which, he thinks, as a m-.diura doean' 
usually lend itself to force so much as does oil. 


ae was struck by the portraits of Grand-;ere 
htsr k-raoln* the paneling* in the living room 
they are 


son 


although they are not 
the brush of Lyons, 
a couple 

> 


s^ned, he :.ad no .doubt 

md 


knew at 


HO Vj 

in ■ 

oil 

we' 


the 

on t 



leBO’s. 
by 1 

at sec on to 
le bust of 
* 


so it appears wo nave both 
pa. which sa&me odd. ..i L already k: 

latter artist, i 1-jO him 
tvh. i. sculptor ikuo i-nin 


VBJ.ii 


Ho far as I know, 1. have n 
but i do know one or two of 
another subject ana 1 die 
Rebecca Justine at U&kland, 
with the house when iAlsa Jeanne died, 
old pravate i-.rr.veyard one of the Oonner 


Lower Wood vi lie Boad, not 


far 


and 

here at Yucca, 
they were from 

a Lion and 

ow what I 
ki-3 w. 

Living in Jatchei 
vex seen any of the 

Lie. mar ties. But 
t mention the 
thick 1 Suppose waa 
and 1 didn't mention 
Plantations down 
from laurel Hill w) ere 
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a side view of the face of a girl burled there is arved 
,1a nmpble. , 

■Che sculptor Lyons inserted notices in the ^atchez newspapers 
as was the custom for artists to ad m the ante bellura period, 

■nd eventually when we read through our collection, we shall 
run across him and be the happier for the acquaintance, 

i’he "andsfords have bought an old house in Lew Orleans on 
Bayou St.-^ean and are all wrapped up with plans for its 
restoration. They are a charming couple and the house will 
blossom delight Cully un er their enthusiastic care, I think. 

• 

They are on our side as regards the human side of things 
and tnat lends much to the pleasure of conversation. They 
tried to extract n promise out of< me to come down to Hew Orleans 
eiS their guest for over the holla v or menaver after that that 
T woula care to. You ‘.v-o a picture of me bending out in 
t nit direction, 1 su noso, but it v.as kind of them to be so 
cor .dal, 

, Just one more item from the conversation chat will 
arapso you. They said Leake nail noes on the water wagon regularly 
now during the nan-ten season, • They were over at his place 
in Lqw Iberia t, a other night and as things pro. ressed, Weeks 
felt an impulse to contact Vatican Gity without delay, and 
a telephone connection was established wthout delay. Do 
you reokon Mis Mildness gives Bapal Blessings by trans-Atlantic 
telephone now. If so, how the world does move." 

I finally got around to read the Gain letter and I find 
it a remarkably fine account of how the military moved up and 
down the Gane diver country. Mr. Gain's grasp of all this de¬ 
ployment is wonderful and certain points, such as ‘the skirmish 
in which several boats and a hundred negroes were- soalled 
to death was nev'.r known of to anyone in this immediate 
regiqn whom i ever met. 1 he contact or rather the conflict 
thus mentioned must have taken place on Bed diver just a 
little below the present Southern extremity of the Melrose 
holdings on Red diver,. I think this data may be of the 
greatest value for our scrapbooks covering the Gane diver country 
during the Givil War period. It represented a military 
operation lending distinction to- neither side and for that 
reason probably never got into his-tory books, for I assume 
Mr. Gain muet have reconstructed these details from endless 
labors in the War department or where ever the more 
confidential data covering these operations may have bean 
filed, dow nice to be able to dieouss' all these things with 
you and how glad I am you are acquainted with the neighborhood 
knowing so.much bott-.r than those living slap on the river...,’ 


Friday, November 17th, 1950, 


Memorandum; 


It 


Your perfectly elegant letter of Sunday last past roaohod me 
today, and as I read it tonight, I laughed to myself as I recalled 
how you always disagree with me when I write "Ho good" at the 
bootom of my letters, and how violently I disagreed with you in 
this i stance when you tried to write the same thing without 
convincing me one whit, — whatever a shit may be, 

I am perfectly enchanted with all the news and like Oliver 
Twist, am eager for more. Of the Mtaten Island report, I am 
particularly curious to know something about Aunt Mila. I don't 
know why, but somehow without knowing much about her, Aunt Mila 
has always appealed to me and I am always aeliighted when you mention 
her. I hope the poor soul is making it alright. 

And thanks for particulars regarding busseldorf. It must 
be ev,er so difficult to purvey a pep talk in that direction, wr.at with 
the possibility of ,n censor; prying- through evory word and p:.rnse. 

How lucky are wa, and how nice of you to have made possible the 
directness with which we oan oompare notes and share in our f 
mutual joys and sorrows. 

And t«hanks endlessly for telling me of the film of laris 
in the 1800's. .1 didn't know "z., -Woo ley was doing presentations for 

that type of thing andrhe must be splendid. And how nice you could 
get a fleeting glimpse of the seine from the Me U don heights in the 
Rodin seotor. What a map, in the manner of the Gane tfiver plantation 
one being planned, would one of the seine from laris to Marly be,. 
Starting with Muette, Chateau de Madrid, bagatelle, - but what's 
-he use. , “ « - 

And to see so many of the distinctive and distinguished personal¬ 
ities of the period, and I am sure their Say '90 costumes must have 
been something,out of a super annuated Godey. You mentioned 
Debussy among others, and it strikes me just no, that I always 
onfusa hia portraits with.those of Gezanne; and I wonder if they 
were a bit alike, or if perhaps I am merely guilty of having super¬ 
imposed the one on another, What a pity they didn’t catch 
good old Bator Illyovitch on one of the ancient films, too, for he 
must have been flying .-.round bar s about the ti e of the -imposition* 
and if he and Labussy, as friends of Frau von "eon would have been 
wonderful .to see together. * 

And thanks for telling me of the boble x :iae for _~r. Faulkner. 
Tnat was news to me, and of. Aour-se I am • ondoring if there can't 
be some good reason for the appointment. Personally Mr. -“aulkner 










Is 00 par .tively vague in my mind, since I have never explored his 
stuff very far, what with the few things of his 1 have read having 
enchanted me nob at all. Mr. Faulknar, I gut the impression, is 
a Mississippi hill billy, and probably is a c reat artist who 
honestly portrays the hill billy life he knows, which is fine, 
but if he will just reserve the same for himself and those who 
like to learn about it through his books, that will be fine, and 
save me a great deal of wasted time in not having to try to absorb 
the stuff on ray own hook. 

for the details regarding Mr, Shaw , I love 
sented of the wreath of Bosemnry trom Bllen ferry's 
floral offering^ appearing on the casket. 

It will be interesting to learn 


And thanks, too 
the picture you pr 
garden as being the only 
I think that is ever so nice, 
something of the details of his will when it becomes available. 

I suppose he will disappoint everyone by .having contrived one that 
is so prodaio that everyone will re. mar a upon its dullness. Still 
it will be interesting to le. rn what such an ecc ntrio r man, and 
one so imaginative, may turn out when it comes to drawing up a 
document th t will dispose of suoh a large fortune as he probably 
died possessed of. 

And thanks for the dipping about the new Barrlsh item. I am 
•lad you quoted the lines and I shall, I hope, before the night has 
•gone, be able to run through the clipping you sent concerning the 
publication. And what with *nne owning the Boswelll chair, it is 
heartening to learn that publication of th© first volume of the 
T tn n^pi 1 Journal has appeared, The year 1762 ought to offer rauoh. I 
cion t reoaU if Boswell over graveled on the continent, but sinoe 
nearly everyone of th t era did, it may be that a Journal for 3 such 
a jaunt will turn up. >et us hope he did go to Versailles and 
wiote down much about what he saw. 

And speaking of Versailles recalls' to mind,that 1 read a little 
fliore last_night from the Zwala volume. I, am so glad I am reading it, 
for thanks'to it, - and I know not precisely how, the.whole business 
of the Muoen and Person comes so much better into focus, and at long 
last 1 am quLte capab1a of appreciating her last years and how she had 
all the courage to carry through her super-huipan task of living, - 
and dying, for now, and almost for the first time, I fully realize 
that all this was possible beoause she really had one person in the 
world who loved her, - and she knew it, - and thus all things were 
possible, and the horrors didn't count, what witfc the most important 
thing in life always and forever in he* heart, - knowing always, as 
she must have, that there was one who understood and loved her whole¬ 
heartedly, * 

Well, b 0 rd, here it is Friday night .wit !a fine moon, and a bevy 
of Texas numbers all sitting up in Marshall I reckon. *11 I know is 
a... ittiu 0 down here in "A;oca, o..: i,.tl i u with you, and 


that _ 

trtvtraooed with the wnole business 
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Sunday, 'Uoverabex 19th, 1960. 


Memorandum; 




How nice to have your el;gant letter in Saturday's post, 
and first off let me thank you for having pruned the Chambers 
letter. You were quite right in questioning the adviseability 
of inoluding this material, and I think it would be best to 
eliminate all three paragraphs. 

The thought occured to me the o *er day that some publicit y 
in the Times Picayune «* ,,agjne seotlon might be desireabTeTOTeep 
'the Me l rose name'green in tho "minds of the general public and to 
oontrive a few articles that would give just enough particulars about 
one eubjoat or another that would, it is to be hoped, whet the 
apetite of the readers for more information. And so I contacted 
Mrc. xtni organ who came Saturday afternoon and I diotated two 
articles for the Bioa.yune and one for the flora o Bisest. and shall 
dictate an., flier article for the Picayune within anotYor week or 
ten days. I have insisted that she present these to me after 
tram cript from her notes so that I oan properly correct them 
and get the slat in just the proper fashion for the puppose we 
have in mind. ' dhe wanted to send them to the Picayune all in 
one batoh, but it is better, to ray way of thinking, 'to let 
them have them one at a time 'and at definite intervals, for 
the filing system of the Bicayune might be of suCh a nature as 
to swallow up the whole business, were three submitted at the 
same time, another consideration, of course, is the faat that 
all three will revolve about Melrose,'and if sent t 9 gether, 
the subject matter might see,m too concentrated, don t you think. 

I diotated from 1 until 5 and was taking off my beard just 
before the supper bell when the most .'tritered party dropped by 
to advise me that ^iss Tillin.-hast was on t .a river and was 
excess ng the desire to pass this way within half *an hour. 

After supper I wasjalloping along on this maohina when the same 
informant returned, - about 8 1 guess, saying there were a 
couple of other ladies and gentleman at one of the oamps just 
below Jleraence's, and would I oare to entertain them if they passed 
this way, I would not. And so my informant bowed and drove me 
to the camp where conversation was brisk but dull' and where 
supper was being cropaxed for 10 o'clock. At 9i30 * announced 
it was fime for~rae to withdraw and-so my informant drove me back 
to the front gate, I like the idea of being able thus to divest 
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one's self of dull people at will, and it will always be 
ray polioy, not always'possible t effect, of keeping such 
gatherings where they originate and not transferred to this 
place at least for I like the freedom of being able to pull out 
at random, which is so much easier than pushing out others to 
.effect peace, 

r i’ll 

. 1 dined with Celeste and Madam Regard this noon." They 
expiainsu-rtnat 'yv- -had-.had to go-to.uaw. u rleaiis this morning 

The weather continues too warn with high winds from the 
direction of tho Gulf blowing all day, and 1 pregnated with 
dust and dried leaves and reminding me of the'appearance of the 
metropolitan sky a few weeks back when the dust bowl was 
blowing in your, direction. 

Tho ilgriraage business was-fair-ly active, - a group 
of Southern Telephone officials, Southwestern State College 
and two''different group of youths and maidens from the 
local collage. 1 \ 0 - 

■ - C K ■ w \# .1 '* « . • *- . i . .v . . v « c *J * 

xiight now taexe is a party going on across the fence, - 
including the George •buttons from town anda d-iaplaoed 
Tollsh physician and spouse and neaven knows who all, probably, 
hoWe.V'd.r, /some of the'holy'Ghosts from across the riverV . I 
was IjiadOh- to the partywith the explantation that the people 
indicated' above were esaeoially anxious to see me, but naturally 
I declined, from dawn to dusk I am pretty much available, wi.en 
once the curtain of night descends; my day is done sd far as 
bending biscuits with the socially minded vnnite folks, 

— -after withdrawing -from thtf ^illiughaat department, I.- — 
was glad to call it a day, ooTlapsihg in the corner a‘nd 
operating my heading Machine until I had completed Mr, "Zweweeg's 
‘opus ISven though Dr. Franklin didn't get mentioned and 
nothing, was said about -Mr. Jefferson and his declaration of In¬ 
dependence, - two elements, it seems to me having a profound 
influence on the histroic trends carrying Marie Antoinette to 
the soaffold, still I think in spite of these silences, it is 
tne b'QBt biography of the Queen 1 ever read, I had rather exj eoted 
Zwelg to tell the story of t..e ring given Fersen by tho Queen, - 
the ring* he was wearing at? the time of his mtfrder when his 
hand was lopped off by a fisherman ana carried aboard his fiBhing 
smack. You reoall a tempest arose shortly aite'r the fisherman 
put out to sea, aua the hand banting the* ring was tosEfed into the 
ocean, since it was thought to be its pr:senae hn the boat that 
had begotten the storm that was likely to sink the boat, and 
how.a little Inter a citizen of Stookhora, or was it Christiana, 
after taking home a fish purchased on the opeh market, had 
discovered the ring x inside the firsh. The ring was eventually 
turned over to the proper authorities and today is a prized item 
in one oi 5 . i 

weden s museums,,.,...,. 


Monday, November 20th, 19601 


Memorandum: 

( 

May I toll you that the package oame today, containing 
the double sets of everything, so typical of your thoughtfulness 
and kindness for me. Joe isn't going to be more tickled than 
am I with the ^ncle Israel, nor is --everi though the 'English 
bo quaint, the Historidal Society with its elegant assortment, 
having made these in sizes approximating the average 

post card gives an example equally char:.-,cteiistic of your 
thoughftfulness and thereby provides me with ah excellent 
idea of what the eventual.card may suggest. I am especially 
delighted to see iow nicely the end paper turned out, for 
it seems remarkably- clear -and the charm of the original is 
just as delightful in this small reproduction. 

A nice little shower this morning sent me scurrying 
back to Tuqqs. from Arenbourg and the sultriness of early morning 
changed into cooler atmosphere as the rain ceased and the 
sun came out around 10. Tonight the moonlight is so 
splendid I feel almost tempted to type on tho. gallery, and 
I am goaded in that direction not only on account of tho beauty 
of the night but also because by some unfortunate chan.e in 


a. V .. V . qA* V MVS v wVA W W V W VM. *VWW M^ W V/* w w W • • — — 

air our re..t e impells Orandoa to seep up through tne floor and 
t e atmosphere, in'spite o. 1 the big bowl of nnxoissus here 
on my bosk before me, is oi a fri.^r.. .06 su c g9ct.V8 of t: 3 
J..;_ .el at Versailles on the day . u lux 

. - 1 j...v • .e lie, t. e utii ;.»1 u w ... entrails 

, .. -11* ovex 

the ■ssembly, I think it was Saint Simon who described it as 
"a stench terrific and intolerable'', and 1 know reol.sely what 
he was talking about,. 


Fox some tine I have bean plnyin u 'ootn.um, waiting t..3 
inevitable -visit of one of the'most influential members of 
the college faculty to pase this way uninvited, ha f .<d 
i is wife oame lata this afternoon, bringing a couple from 
tho. State of ••aei.ington as pilgrims. The MatOj.LtjO-.es number 
is Dr. John ^ysor a geographic 1 and historical dnthuslast. 

Me has been instrumental in initiating certain new twiets 
in college oirloula, and casually enough X set aim to bolievinj 
ha was exploring a new path into whioh ] [ h*td iod him Without 
him realising that I had set hie feet down tho uveuue. of my 
choice. , 

' 

.. •* 


I 
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* My idea Is this; - sinoe everybody graduating from 
the looal college ought to have some vague grasp about the 
neighborhood in which they pass 4 to 6 years of study, and 
since I think all of the students ought to get a glimpse, 
sooner or later of -iclrose, and since I have to oontend with 
quite a number of tnam r^g. .rdless during the year anyway, 

X o..^. t to sell t .e --...8 t o: t 3 w ollo u e ■. d -.hors of 


t e H.vrd toatniut. 1 er ite- should be included in the 
school c ;:oniar, I proceed on the theory that -bile 
in Che-old days, :xplo..ars o l a scientific bent used to 
undertake to examine "a whole jungle, experts like hr, Beebe 
take but a limited acre or two of said jungle, and by oonoentrating 
on it, succeed in comprehending the entire expanse more throughly 
by merely exaniming a limited area than would ever be 
assimilated, were all tneir energies dissipated by attempting to 
swallow the whole mass at a single gulp. 

* * 1 * 

With this as a pattern, not only the looal college, but 
every college in the country ought to insist upon students 
before graduating assimilate a .little section of the neighborhood 
in which they pass at least 4 years of their student lives. Melrose 
locally, of course, would serve as the aore, and I would serve as 
the instructor. I suppose there are about 30 weeks during the 
school year and300 or 500 graduating each semestre. By limiting 
my weekly class to 10 or 15, I could give them a couole of hours 
onc6 a week, - but only one attendance at this particular olass 
for the entire semestre. 

Dr. Kyser jumped at t e suggestion, declaring forthwith 
it woil be max one of the most beneficial courses of 
instruction that could possibly be presented, since it would 
give all graduates a glimpse at a way of life and a hint 
at a variety of means of. happiness that ought to be but usually 
isn t up in front of the reasous for formal education. 

The iaea of a college having a course reouiring attendance 
by the students'to but a single lecture in the 4 or 6 years of 
their studies sounds revolutionary that it may well not be 
grasped by bnoso in oontrol, although if the pedagogues oan't put 
it over under their own steam, it is quite possible the oolicitians 
oould bo brought in to line to impose the thing from the outside. 

I should prefer to have it put over, however, without the aid 
of the politicians, and-so we shall see what we shall see, and 


after that will take the next step. It seems to me it ought 
to give the college its moneys worth, so far as value to the 
students are concerned, and since I am bound to contend with 
some of these people any way, I think it an excellent idea as 
a means of receiving a professors salary without ever having to 
become a professor Isn’t it remarkable what things people oan 
think up, and yet I hope this one doesn't seem too crack-pot. 


"hat you say, 


♦ 7-Historioal Quarterlies was intended in the 3j45 Time Table. 

Perhaps "Historical Magazines" or "Publications" or some suoh 
would be better. Your own exoellont judgement will determine. 
"Historical Qualities" must have certainly looked hilarious. 
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Thuesday, .November 2lst, 1950. 


Memorandum; 


So many blessings all in one post, - and how can I say Thank You. 

1 °P° UQd th 5 package when I r turned from the Post Office, 
tfnat a vvoalth of advertising material for oup side, and how nioe 
oi you to bounce them so gouefously and with suoh amplitude in my 
direction. I think you were so right about the sun dial shots. 

The frame seems to do something about it that io good and X don't think 
the margin matters a whit, .. how ov^r muoh that may be. as 
for toe likeness you took of the author, I like it and the light side 
balances so nicely with the shadows on thq.. oppasite, that I think the 
whole t ing is just porfeot. 

. , Arid thanks endlessly for your grand oommunioations of Friday and 
Saturday. It Is nice to have news all 'round, both of your doin.-s 
and those of your neighbors. It is curious how the uaroissue act up 
in t. ese parts, Some of them are, in bloom, and t ose surrounding the 
sun dial haven t even push ed up 2 inohe.s as yat. Why some should 
be so f'r out in front and others so inclined to dilly-dallv I oan't 
imagine. Don't y oxl love that word, "dilly-dally". ’ 

Marvelous it is that you aren't to get all of the Soutnern 
Hemisphere on top of you Thursday. Thank heavens some of them 

1° sta;s/ £ ut 01 wand9r ln other dirsetio. s, for even so, 

v.m 11tlrLelZ/eK " m ha7e ’ your ’ r ” tUn e wlth tha 

n. , Arid what a business that was about the night nrowier next door 
ii.ani n ? ;.von it ended as it did with nothimg m5ra than a fright 

fro-n - a rrt8 °H haV ® t ?°? Q 011 tho ' a,id ® w s that prevent them 

iron beeng raised. beyond a certain poifct. They uoed to work on 

A 5 arn ? E of tfi8 r 0ld v rlet?y, but perhaps they don t on the 
mo-ern meual ones. X c WO ula be aicQ tQ tnow u juid tnera 1 thev 

30tue 6R&ot £Gr9WQd in on the frame inside that oan * 
be ioc.ed at any p 0 Lnt desired, another reassuring thing ie th it 

th> plowlei A ™ 

asfin 1 S’ but 1 dro ? ped Aim9 ‘exrish a note last night, 

T h« had °? y g00a ■ , * aQre ^ saB in the Harper der rtment. 

} arper that Jarol y n raooramended, but I thought 

Isbell 1° W* la Geol <s r6o '*n on tne matter,■ too, since 

LnSiJ ’r } ?“ Old Harper stand-by, and perhaps if something 

ha' iD l0W9r * lfth A ^enue m the i-atham seition, it mi ■ t 
lice to have another interesting approaoh further up town. 


$ 
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A note from -narry Smith indicates I may expect to receive the 

two or three things he still has to send me, and I shall have the . 

captions pretty well ready so they may go forward without delay 
once they are here. There may he a bit of hurly burly, what with 
the holiday interlude just ahead, but with the .rfenks arriving on 
the morrow and the Gone al on daturda^,, at least tne visit of 
the former will not extend more than two or three days. 

I am glad you found the portraits alright, - l mean the 
article. If yop feel, on re-reading, a few extra phrases should 
be aaded abou.; either lion or Feuville or beuvills, or whate cr 
you wUl, of course, feel perfectly free to do so. as I recall! 
ur. lanasford s letter of some time back, gave some particulars 
about tne aaaress of both men, and indicated the brother of the 
man who painted Srandpere was engraver in the Hew Orleans federal Mint 
but aside_from enhancing interest in the painter, that really s isn't’ 
of prime importance, since it is the history of that portrait r-ther 
than data concerning the painter that is primary. I suppose the 
mi.', up. in names is due to the restoration when probably the 
restoring artist didn't know the actual name of the original painter. 

I m glad you lixea what I nad Mme. ^ubin-Ho^ua say regarding Grana-ere'* 
alarnrng speed of disintegration. I think'the madam and Lyle ‘ 
would nave liked tjmt line, too. ^ 

-^Sx&h- J a ng s of the Baton fiou^e office of the State Librarv 
telephoned me this morning, sayip^ she would love to come by to 
tomorrow for a purely social chat. I recommended today 
i ietead ( wr.at with anrovecort moving in this direction B4 hours an-e 
•ind so she o.-.me •iround a ..itn her mother .d .at u..til 5 , wnich oas“ ’ 

. , u.tt it ..is ple.jB&nt. • She said o .. a • e 

' d f«i 6 ' ti: ; iSCi ' V i th „ v * 1 s -'" hll& bQ - n doln , on*t..: article * out the 

- 

. °- y our ‘t» in mi enclosed letter 

uartars. 


I ..ad 
if we 


£ 1ai 'fftoulites in counting on items froa~suei 
.tooina tv . -ud me some typ; i\ tor ribbons, i 

ek end, the prase 


rvive 
oted. 


is iopendin... 


I am so gluu to M‘Ve particulars regard 
oi the Boosevelt family which you were so ki 
bring me up to date on suoh nereot alities. I 
on oue or two points in "This I fiera 
go-round. 


member 


but 


fade o; 


» the various members 
to pass along to 
int to talk furtner 

* shall do so at i ev 


iue 


A wish you could see ray bed from where 1 eit. 
thd nice tr In a recently reoelved from ycur true tu 
all over It, from u nole leruel slap on around * 
cl ces teat repreaeat everything' that m< ana so 
they all are little bite of .. 


Viiv 

nix 


I n 

uve all 

hd, 

soat tered 

er ao 

UAlitiea and 

i to 

because 



Wednesday, November 23rd, 1960. 


Memorandum: 

The advent of one bag with three offspring and a dappled 
daxhund seems to have tipped the scales against the a pearanoe 
of any secrataaies whatsoever. 

But the mail was light, save for the Smith photos, - five 
in number, * guess, and so I have done the captions for them 
but sha 1 hold them until Friday, hoping' to he able to run 
through the captions before putting the package in the 
post for you. 

I neglected to say in my last letter how glad I am you 
had such a pleasant contact with Bgon. Surely the group he 
spoke to on the Island on the subject of birds was fortunate. 

I can just imagine how delightful he must have been, and 
especially so if he just let himself go, for his enthusiasm is 
always as arresting and entertaining has whatever subject on which 
he may touch. 

Of late, as you may have noticed, I have been reading a page 
from one book and another from another, so that only last 
night did I finish "High Jungle" by Dr. Beebe, which has somehow 
been sandwiched in between Mrs.-Boosevelt and Marie Antoinette. 

r 

I thought- you might like to recommend the "High Jungle" 
business to Bgon if, indeed, he hasn't already read it. There 
are some fascinating stories about birds and insects shortly after 
the opening chapter or two, and the inseot business in particular 
grow more fulsome as the volume approaches it finish. 

In the latter part, the author specks of inseot migrations of 
which 1 haa never thought much until I learned a few months back 
that the United States this year by its D. D. T. program 
down Mexioo way stopped the migration of the oaterpiller so 
that there ware none in tnie region at all* this year. Dr. 

3eebe doesn t go into such matters at all, but he does remark 
upon the migrations, as observed at Rnnoha Grande some 16 
miles from Maracaibo, or however one spells the name of that 
Veazuelan oity. 

My guess ie t..at Hgon might find much material for regaling 
his youthful audiences l n snob a volume> and I think it ^reat 
fun to be able to pass 4>ita covering suoh items along to people 
wo might find some data for everybody's ultimate enjoyment. 


9 
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CqMvLMiCAu — 

dxuh_ 


Pat got home from Law School along about supper time, 
nd will levs early Friday morning for the LouSton area 
to visit Eugenia and Joe. he is taking Uncle Israel with 
him and that will please Joe who was so fond of good old 
Uncle Ssreal. And speaking of that gift on your part, reminds 
me to remark that I haven't heard a peep out of Beaufort as 
yet. But never having received a scratch from Beth's pen, I 
am not surprised if she dwaddles about making acknowledgement 
of your ift to you. I never cease to be amazed at the fun 
people wilfully throw away* by neglecting to take pen in hand. 

Tonight's broadcasts from Texas and Louisiana are busy 
warning go-away- W9ak-enaers that a mighty blast of cold 
is advancing mightily in this direction. Iowa is down to t:.e 
zero neighborhood and the Texas Panhandle will start shrivelling 

tonight, with freezing conditions reaching us on Friday. I 
r.ave’in mind to use this information to weage out the 
Shreveport contingent, for it would be too bad if their water 
pipes should burst during their absence, don't you 
yoh think so. 

In the Smith photos, oing forward in a day or so. 

I have made a note on the caption sheet covering the 

illustration showing the wooden bars at Yucca, as 

suggested on the reverse of the page, it wodld seem the quotation 

from the Chase Li'ary would be most illuminating with this 

picture. 1 suppose, however, that unless a finer type is 

used iii printing the exerpt fro... the Liary, some of it 

will nave to be cut. If such be the case, perhaps the 

part about t: e difficulty of obtaining drinking water should 

be marked for elimi .ation. It is possible, however, t;. t 

an enterprising Editor can figure some means of including 

the whole thing. 

^■nd you mention the wisdom of identifying the Madam's 
correspondents, and I think this' an admirable suggestion. 

!Che idea of doings so by means of an asterisk with a footnote 
of explanation would probably be the most satisfactory. 

On the morrow, if not too gummed up by all the doings around 
here, i shall jot down some articul&rs about Mr. Bachelier 
and others. I' suppose these footnotes might be clipped to 
’’the first page of the respective letters, even though 
footnotes are usually put in with the text immediately after 
the asterisk, - tna printer knowing to properly place them at 
the bottom of the page, ah hilarious case in point where 
some untutored type setter didn't know about this custom 
appe rs in that Volume of ^8;dames Marshall and Evans:"Tney 
Found It In ^atchez", where the footnote were put slap 
into the text, if meraory serves, and the effect was miserable. 

Do hope your turkey doesn't get you down. 
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Thursday, November 23rd, 1960. 


Memorandumi , 

You see,,..*. 

And it was so kind of you, and yet my face is so enflamed. 

It's a bit humiliating, too, in ooming to the evident oon- 
elu8ion that 1 am again loosing my mind. My only hope is that sines 
the letter was dated on Saturday, I did not, perhaps, do any switching, 
for 1 usually do not write letters on that date. 

I had a letter the other day from Shreveport, perhaps I 
sent it along, wherein the lady remarked she would be glad to take 
oare of "the matter" for me, and 1 assumed she referred to the 
ribbon, -N ow I am wondering if she got the letter intended for her 
and if she did qot, what I might have asked her to do for me. Perhaps 
it was something about giving Miss Lillian a chunk, or some such, - 
I hope. . ; cfu’ er, ,*/..•/<>: A 

But how terribly nioe of you to send this ribbon a-jumpin', and 
how nice of your to send along the little note with the enclosures, 

I can readiiy imagine ^how difficult i't may be to attempt correspondence 
with s dragon "hoovering" about. Still 1 did appreciate ;your 
message for Thanksgiving-whioh reached me slap on the precise date. 

As 1 try to figure out how I went wr ng with the address, I 
assume I had you in mind as I went-into suohaendless detail about 
Mr. Caine and Mr. Landsford, - two subjects that would be df 
scant interest to -dobina, except tfcat she might get a glimmer of 
interest because of her acquaintance wit u this neighborhood and the 
pictures “*r. *andsford examined. But 1 reckon my thoughts must 
have been turned in your direction as I wrote, and unquestionably 
they were when I made out the envelope. 

I am sorry your week and provided little opportunity for doing 
the billion things 1 know you should have liked to do. And I 
reqkon today hqs been soaroely better, assuming f today is really 
Thanksgiving, as I guess it is all over the nation. 

We dined aoross the fence, and the food was marvelous and 
the company dull as could be. Everyone, save one, deolined a highball 
before dinner, and that one requested a second, which seemed a 
little out of order. The 3 offspring and the 2 nephews ate 
in the living room, leaving the grownups for the dining room, and 
everything went off nicely. I oatapaulted right after dinner, however, 
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as I had a -couple of men to help me at Arenbourg and I didn’t want 
to dwaddle over ooffee naturally. 

About supper time Irma Somperyao passed by to say nappy 
Thanksgivingfand to ask if she might see me sometime before 
Christmas. She was driving a new Oidsmobile which she had 
acquired while visiting her mother-in-law in ^ew York. It 
seems some of the servants were selling chances <o»-a>.oar, and 
Irma won. Twenty seven hundred dollars worth of oar sounded 
like a lucky lottery that time, so far as she was concerned. But 
wouldn't a -Louisiana number win a car thus raffled off in Manhattan. 

Had a note from Rudolph who was driving 570 miles on 
Wednesday to be with -his parents in -New Mexico for Thanksgiving. 

He will make the -return drive on Sunday, - and he can have it all, 
for I should not relish such a jaunt all in a single hop. 

- - ( ■- IU ■ ,• * ;'l;. •• ... • J * - i ■* - - - - •J - - 'l A. 1 »• . j. ; • V/. nL 1 

The weather is wonderful, all sunshine today with the thermometer 
in the 70's, and tonight a full moon-in a perfectly cloudless sky. 

The radio continues to threaten us with showers before morning and 
a drop in the temperature to some 20 odd degrees, whioh seems to be 
-so unlikely, what with all the doors and windows open tonight 
and a lovely gentle breeze stirring from the South. 

* Another side light on local Welfare may be cited in the 
case of a lady on the rolls, possessed of 6 children, a oar and 
a "hleper" as unmarried spouses are styled. The Welfare checks 
usualy arrive on the 21st, and a& her birthday is the 23rd, she 
has taken over Alfred Llorenz's honkey-tonk, just above Arenbourg 
for tonight where she is throwing a birthday party for herself and 
inviting numerless local gals and swain. A gramaphone supplies the 
music, and the giver of the party' provides the beer, wine and whiskey. 
Its a curious commentary on the times in which we live. I still 
believe in Welfare with all my heart, and I don’t know the answer to 
its proper administration, but, even as & any Governmental form, 
one would have to be blind indeed if unable to recognize flaww 
along the line. • 

• A 'Vi '• 9 : . . , . j 

The attached sheet of suggested footnotesdoesn't oover the required 
list, but I forget the others, and so if you will kindly mention 
them, I shall send along the balance. I began by making the 
individual notes, too long, so the Baohelier item, especially, will 
need to be out as appears proper to you. 

I cannot close without apologizing for my efrox con¬ 
cerning the ribbon, and at the same *time I want to tell you 
how much I appreciate your kindnesses in taking care 
of the whole business for me, once it had faLlen into sympathetic 
hands. Sorahow your kindness makes me almost not regret I was 
guilty of suah clumsiness. 


Friday, November 24th, 1950 


Memorandums 


And so the thermometer went tumbling down from 74 to 
26 along about first day. Ice developed suddenly in all the 
bird baths and early daw saw overcoats covering yesterday's shirt 
sleeves. Tonight the weather man prmStes a low of 20, whioh means 
the water system is out off, and tljat is always a bore. -Out 
I have already splashed through a bath and drawn a tub full of 
water on the assumption I may need some before morning. But let 
us hope a rise before another dawn may set the water system in 
functioning order again. 

,It is said Miss Hate jerkins is coming tomorrow, which will 
make a full day of talk, and in the evening the General will 
arrive. x“ 3.t is pleasant to report that the Shreveport con¬ 
tingent left for home this morning at 9, and so, what with 
the cold to ward off road runners and the resulting quiet after 
yesterday. Peace reigned and I was able to get a ,lot of stuff 
attended to. , - , 


The batch of photographs will go forward, either in Saturday's 
or Monday's .post,, depending on a floofc of circumstances, so you 
should have them by the end of this coming week. 

The cojLd brought plantation operations to a standstill, of 
course, and can't remember seeing such a vacant store as I 
witnessed two or thre times today. Where all "God's ohillun" were 
hiding, I know not, but I imagine they were somewhere in-doors, 
hugging the fireplaoe, or out-doors, weiling an axe. 

- . * '. t *• * • - 

I got off a. letter to ^r. -“andsford and I am hoping it may 
bring forth a prompt reuonse covering some of his knowledge on 
a point or two for the ricayune artiole and the Portraits we are 
contriving. In re-reading one of his earlier letters today, - 
October 29th,, 1949, I believe it was, I notice he states two 
£aots about, lion that seem to be at variance with some of our knowledge 
obtained from other quarters. In his letter he says Mon was porn in 
Paris in 1810, which si definitely at varianoe with the Tinker 
artiole from the Irint ^oom. And, if memory serves, the Metropolitan 
stated he had three pictures in the T’ajris Salon of 1825, whioh 
would seem odd, if the 1810 birth date is correct, and I doubt if any 
15 year old younster had three piotures in any Sal 0n . And so 
I shall try to swuare some of these points with Herr ,-Landsflord, 
and I shall of course pass along what ever come to hand. 
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Sunday, November 26th, 1960 


Theother day while doing the footnotes, I reoalled 
an old oouplet as I wrote Baohel field's name. It had to 
do with her great unole, the inventor, and ran like this: 

"Old Gyrus field, says he, 

I have a funny notion; : 

I think I'll lay a telegraph 
Aoross th' Alantic Ocean." 


Memorandum - : \ ^ 

How nice to have your Tuesday letter in Saturday's post. 

In' response to your inquiry regarding the use of the July 
4 th entry, regarding table doth and all, - Yes , — use 
the whole thiing as is, 

I am glad you mentioned Children of Stranger's article. 

I shall check up on it and see it goes forward immiedately. frankly 
I thought it had, hut it must he I switohed it into my folio. 

- e — • 

Under separate envelope I am sending the Trichell article. 

It seems to me just the type of thing we want. The personal touoh 
gives it a liveliness that is breezey, while thehumor concerning 
the first white iris is perfeot. If little ^iss Dormon does half 
as well, that will he splendid. 


Wasn't that silly, 


As I turned this page, I sampled the air waves to see 
what I could find about the forward surge of the cold wave. 

Of places in the Gulf States, the thermometer readings for 
tonight sound odd, as for example. New Orleans will touoh but 34 
while Mobile will sink to 14 and Atlanta will slip to 4 , 
indicating, I suppose, that the intensity of the on-slaught 
will pass to the fast of Louisiana. —T^-have known Mobile, as - - 
have you, in summer, and it is difficult to picture 
the plaoe suffering from such a frigid oomplex. 

It is equally difficult for me to picture the state 
of mind of 8,000 people whose voices I could hear issuing 
from the lowd speaker, - 8,000 people in a 26 degree 
thermometer reading, disporting themselvee in the 
grandstands at L. S. U. observing the local football 
team contend wit some place called lilla Nova, or some 
such. Surely, the lioqor business must have been good 
In that neighborhood tonight, or the hospitals will be 
busy enough on the morrow with pneumonia patients. 

Isn't it wonderful to what lengths of physical inconvenience 
people will put themselves in the name of enthusiasm for sports. 

• • c t 

As I yan through the .photographs going forward to you 
short.y, 1 thought of how muoh fun it,.would be fitting 
them into the proper places in the manusoript. 

It seems to me the Madam's activities ought to fall 
pretty radily into the general section of the big house 
along with the Weaving House, Bindery and Studio,, 
with that seotion of the book being the main bulk, I suppose. 

If Glemenoe and her doings and the story of, j&mma are 
placed under the Afrioan Houpe that ought to give that 
sedtion a modest layout, and I suppose the sheer photographio 
material wili represent Yuooa. There are one or two photographs 
to go lntp that section, which, of oourse will include the 
Portraits, that I am not certain about. There is a little 
one shpwing the sunken garden at the West And of Yucoa whioh may 
or may not be used, but 1 shall send it along regardless, and 
your own expert eye may determine, after you have been 
able to weight the stuff already to hand....... 


I have already advised that the photographs are going forward 
in the same mail with this letter, so you should have them to hand 
forthwith. 

< in Saturday's post came a copy of the Appleby Gappel book from 
Anne. Had she not penned my name in-the front of it, I should 
responds to my immediate impulse to send it along to you. But 
as 1 am not certain about the wisdom of' so doing, under the 
circumstances, perhaps I had better hold it. In all suoh matters 
it would afford me so much pleasure to share these items with you, 
and building our *renbourg library both in Manhattan and Melrose 
seems quite logioal. But I realize that in oases where too 
much is written in the dedication, it is perhaps - easier all around 
for suoh items to be plaoed on "the holding shelf" at 
this point. 

a V 1 | ® v •* 

As we contemplate the format, for the Plantation Soranbook. 
we are bound to take especial interest in evefy,.oontempoary volume 
ooming to hand, and'I must say the latest Harris opus appears quite 
grand. What with the wealth of illustrations scattered through it, 

I take it the printing job must have been quite expensive. I 
envision the oorapbook as somewhere between the Appleby Cappel item 
and say the Hastings House Natohee item, and would not, I should 
imagine oost nearly so much to print. 

i have no idea of the Parrish item's cost, but imagine it 
is rather on the up and up, and of oourse it is to be hoped the Scrapbook 
may be set forth at a comparatively moderate figure for greater sales. 





f' 
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It goes wit..out saying, of oourse, that my thoughts have 
been constantly' with you this freek end, as the raio has so vividly 
desoribed the high winds of hurrioane dimensions that swept your 
area, I am hoping you didn't have to be out in any of it, I 
shall be so glad to he re-assured by your next letter. 

On the home front the cold oontinued, but has slightly 
warmed. In the visitor’s section, the General and spouse oame 
for Saturday night supper and left this Sunday afternoon. 

At dinner I was midly shooked when Dan proposed all the library 
be given some Institutibn. He had found a book in his" room that 
sometime during the past couple of years had been gnawed on one 
corner by a rat. He seemed to oonvinoe the General the library 
should be disposed of, possibly to L. a. U. after the matter 
had bhen pretty much agreed on by the two of them, my opinion was 
askhd. I need not say did not endorse the plhn. I further 
pointed out that as * saw it, the library fell into three parts, 
the Louisiana publications, the general subject matter and 
the Scrapbooks. Ah regards the latter I stated frankly and with 
some vigor that I felt they were in quite a different olass from 
the other items, in as much as the others were items written and 
published by others nd collected 0 by the “Warn, while thb 
Scrapbooks had been compiled by her and represented her own creation an 
accordingly so long as ^lrose remained as suggestive of her 
life and activities, I thought they should not be included in the 
gift but should remain here, ' 

• C. ■» u 1 

I think this,may have made some impression on the "eneral, but 
it certainly didn t on Dan, Paynie or paynie s wife or the General's. 

<■> 

a . wasn t presnt, but.I shall sing my song again for him 
on the morrow. 

In view of these circumstances, I think any items not at present 
on the m elrose shelves should remain indefinitely where they currently 
find themselves. 

t 

In the material whioh has gone forward to you by today's post, 

I have been unable to go over but one or two of the o&ptions, but 
I hope you will feel quite free to alter, revise or oorreot any 
pbihts that seem out of line. I have also included the correspondence 
pages, leaving everything intaot as reoeived, without taking 
out the seoond sheets, fearing I might make and efror and what with 
the hurly-burly obtaining about the place, I have been unable to 
get any assistance, and so I feel more secure knowing that you 
are getting both originals and dupliaates rather than taking the 
ohanoe th&t one or anothdr might be entirely missing. 

It was good to see the Hands this afternoon. They oame for 
an hour Just befofe sunset, affording me a fine opportunity to 
blow off steam. There was humor in the sourest of the library 
business, but I shall save that for another sitting. and 
Melrose, like Liberty, is something whioh must every day be* fought for 
and it'8 worth it.. * 










Monday, November 27th, 1960. 


Memorandum: 


J 


It was SO GOOD, receiving your Wednesday letter in this 
morning'8 post. I was taken completely by surprise., for I had not 
supposed oircumstanoe8 immediately during and following the 
Thanskgivign Day period would permit you to take pen in hand. 


, By ohanoe r Log had dropped in to see me Just before my 
secretary arrived, and so, on reading your letter, I was able to 
hand him his own likeness, and he asked me to say "Thank you, Ma'am 
and many howdies" on his -part. He was tickled that you remembered 
him and to receive such an unexpected present. . It is suoh a 
recompense to witness the pleasure, expressed by the enormous grin and 
the instant response of appreciation. If only Madam Gloutier 
might take a page from Log, 

And for myself, may I say "Thank you. Ma'am and many howdies" 
for the Yucoa prints, Frankly^, I think the little shadow of 
light or shade down the middle la of no consequence. I like it 
just as it is, and sinoe the illustration on the inside appears to 
me ever so much fainter in the Gilmore opus, I think the present 
one may be considered as probably by thx far the best to be 
obtaiiedertainly own you an apology for the hodge-podge contents 
of the package forwarded to you in today's post. But in spite of 
the hurly-burly condition in.which.things went forward, they are 
at least on the way, - photographs and oaptions. In a separate 
gob is sufficient material for a scrapbook on this region generally. 

It has no bearing on our present efforts and may be pigeon-holed 
until sometime in the future-when the pre-holiday season has long sinoe 
passed and we all oan relax a little. At the laBt moment this 
opportunity to forward the material presented itself and I 
accordingly made the most of it, feeling that you, as always, 
would understand and forgive the messy conglomeration. It seemed to 
me, in view of ye tdsday Y s rumblings, it would be an-excellent 
opportunity to guarantee the material for our side. 


In all the exoiteraent, I think I did not attach the 
photographs of Uncle Israel, Josephine Monette and Yucca, the middle 
period, to the elongated caption or fcrief article devoted to 
Yucaa during that phase of its developement, but perhaps you 
will readily understand that those three pictures go with 
said Yucca, the Middle Heriod. I was interrupted twice while writing 
the thing and as I never had a ohanoe to have it read bafik, I suppose 
it may be pretty wooden. Still, I thought it better to let it slide 
for later editing either by you or me, so that you may have the 
original draft to hand, should you oare to have it to hand when 
disuussing the book with .soma .Latham or other. 


P 


9 
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It'8 always doubly interesting to be listening to 
programs when one sense a kindred soul is also tuned in. 

And last Tuesday's Bob Hope and Fibber McGee and Molly 
were a case in point. I found the Molly lines for the 
efforts of her husband in oonduoting the "Aunt Helen" oolumn 
hilarious, and the way the whole pieoe .oame to an end was 
perfect. 

Bast night I spoke of the element of humor in the 
unpleasant disoussion that olqsed Sunday's gathering at 
dinner. After having speculated on giving away one hundred 
thousand dollars worth of priceless volumes* the General, on 
quitting, the dining room, asked pie if he : could see me for a 
moment on the front gallery. He t led me to the room on the 
groundfloor of the West towey, — opposite that to the Bummer 
dining room. . It was always used by the boys as an airy 
lounge in summer, and for the past 10 years, Bat has always 
stretched out on the opmfortable swing in the room, and 
read himself into an half hour's. siesta at noon, what with 
trashy cheap boy's books in a slatternly old bookoase the 
Madam had always Jtept there for just su,oh a purpose. The 
General pointed to the bjjoks t , - and I .chanced to notioe one 
entitle jL "The Rover Boys', - saying that he. thought they 
would be better preserved if installed in the, tower room above the 
summer dining rpom, and if I thought of it, would I ask three 
or four men to take them up there sometime before the damp 
weather set in. 

Don't you love that..tossing a hundred thousand 

dollars worth out of the window for now, apparant reason, and 
breaking down over the more saored preservation of a 
flock on dishy old Rover Boys. When I saw the ladies 
aoross the fence at first dark/, they were inclined to be mildly 
upset about the table conversation, but when I sprung The 
Hover Boys on them, even Geleste laughed, 

f have waited until rather late before starting this 
letter, thinking my spoond secretary would be passing this 
way to give me a hand in a oouple of items I hoped to enolose 
in this letter. But from other "passenger pigeons" I learn 
a oarnaval is going full blast at the looal honkey tonk, - 
some kind of a tent show at Alphone's, hard by Arenbourg, and 
so'I assume the secretary must have been fascinated hy all 
the bright lights and gay music. And so I shall adjust 
the two items appearing in the portion of the t ansoript 
attached in your letter of today, sending them along at 
my next sitting. ^ 

I oannot close without telling you again how grand it was 
having your unexpected letter today, .and how it made 
may day so very, very happy,..,...,. 


SXA. 


Tuesday, Hovember 28th, 1960. 


Memorandum: 

, Ihe weather is marvelous, and accordingly I couldn't 
resist the temptation to spend a while, both this morning and 
this afternoon, at Arenbourg. 

Besides, I'.found an exouse for myself in not devoting all 
my time to the Underwood on the grounds that I couldn't write worth 
sour apples today anyway. And in proof thereof, I send along 
the attached transoript to the General, whioh, 1 although I haven t 
read it, is probably about the worst pieoe of composition I 
ever growned out. But I sent the thing along to Baton Rou e 
regardless, for in spite of its outrageous .English, mixed metaphors 
and heaven knows what all, I think it..conveyed just the right 
kernel required at the present season. I remarked'to J; H. that 
I had written his brother and since he is on our side, and accordingly 
sensed the burden of my message, he expressed his heartiest sympathy 
with my efforts but said he feared it was a loosing battle. But 
it takes more than one battle to make a war, and I have just 
begun fighting. 

~ t ■ ' 

What with the weather being fine, pilgrims were to be expected, 
and if I had to have any, I was glad they came when my brain was 
wool gathering. There were the Sharps, - husband and wife, - but 
actually their name was Harp, - bankers or at least he is, from Fort 
Worth, and although they oame with the Rands, it turned out that 
they knew Mary Dagget Lake, and so that great waltz went off swimming¬ 
ly. 

Dr. Rand seemed better than on Sunday but I must say Blythe 
looks a million years old. She has developed that tell-tale neck 
curve, or shoulder curve or whatever it is that Glemenoe caught so 
masterfully in some of her major creations. I suppose Blythe 
is perhaps 20 or 30 years younger than Madam Regard and looks old 
enough to be her grandmother It's a pity she never has learned to 
slow down, - up at 6, no mid*time relaxation and a dozen irons in 
the fire when not flying up and down the road, and entertaining at 
cares or some kind of a frolic until midnight, . and the impress of 
exhaustion is unmistakable, but still she neither wishes nor wills to 
slow up. It Beems suoh a pity, for so often such people don't have 
the luck to drop dead but rather to fall out half dead,*and so 
languish on for years. JfiL ‘ '• 


I 
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It seems that Luoille's gift for the chapel came at just 
about the right season" for just before dawn today old Dunaan 
jfl rjriand died at the age of 87. And it was Dunoan who 
owned the Stations of the Gross business I have long hoped to 
add to the Ghapel. And so'I sent for Sam Feaae who is a great 
oronie of Duncan 1 s son, Charlie, and commissioned Sam to under¬ 
take some m negotiations on our behalf, promising him a pretty 
commission if he successfully concluded the business. Duncan's son 
lives in Alexandria while one of his two daughters lives in -“sw York 
and the other in Shreveport or some such strange place. I am 
sure the Stations of the J ross means nothing to any of the children, and 
it would be a gifeat pity for it to leave the Cane ■diver country, if 
they really don t treasure it, Thfcn, too, there is a charming 
portrait of one-of the eaily Metoyers, - a hoy of 10 or 12, with a 
butterfly poised on his finger, which is altogether charming. Lyle 
was always wild to have the picture, but Duncan , while oaring nothing 
for it sentimentally, had some grossly exaggerated idea as to its value, j 
. and so Lyle got no where, as did the Madam, and the picture went 
from bad to wrosd, I suppose, in as Luch as it got soant consideration 
by Dunoan. And soJ in spite of the faot that I know nothing about 
its present condition I appended that item as something'to work on 
for Sam's program, and so we shall see what we shall see. I am 

fiddling, too, on a long range line, f6r an oil of Grandnere'a 
brother, 'Franaois Gassion Metoyer, but the likelihood of a catch seems 
remotif ..we land none of these items, we shall have hazarded none of 
Lucille's gift. But if we gain dny one of them, it will be in 
the nature of an historio prize that one day will s lend a pleasing 
not to Arenbourg. I 'guess the Stations of the ^ross thing is 
the most remarkable. Perhaps 1 hage spoken of it “before, - a mahogny 
carved wall braaket, perhaps 8 or 12 inches in height, with a 
little handle at the base by whioh one may turn the revolving disk 
above, so that, as I recall it, the individual station comes to the 
fore <Jn the arrangement that vaguely suggests some sort of a 
sacred'merry-go-round, if you oan imagine such a thing. In 
any event, it is delicious, and let's "hold the thought". 

I had to give an eye to some re-arrangements being made a’t 
the wash house and between Harps and hands, Robert Deblieux (pro- 
nounoed W.) the young flatchitoohes artist, put in an appearanoe with 
a request to be permitted to draw the African House r He worked 
until dark, left his unfinished work wTtTTme, hoping' to return 
some time next week to go further ahead with it. I may have 
mentioned as having passed this way a week or, so ago with some 
other youths, when I asked hj™ if he would name his first be-gotten 
son Ailhaud. He knows the old Ailhaud Prudhoome family on the 
Joyeous Coast, but 'somehow had never thought how delightful 
it would be to have a child whose first name was Ailhaud(pro¬ 
nounced I. 0.), so that in maturity, the child might out ■_£ 
his signature from Ailhaut Dellieux to just, plain I. 0. W. 

Well, so much for suoh tomfoolery, and my headache has evaporated, 
and it has been nice having this little chat with y^.. 


,uX +7 


Wednesday, flovember 29th, 1950. 


Memorand mj * 

I thought of you so often last night as I giggled through 
the Fibber ^cGee and Molly program, hoping you might be having 
the good luck to be listening to the nonsense. Surely there must 
be dozens of differetng contributions to make a success for an half 
hour program. But in their oase, while the musical interludes are 
pleasant, it seems to me that quite often the script is unusually 
good, as for example, when one is presented with the ultra silly 
notion that McGee would insist on sitting in his oar until the 
full hour for which he had inserted his t±x dime in the meter 
had run out. I suppose what makes that additionally funny is the 
faot that probably all of us have known some individual or other 
who has been just that determined to get his money 1 s*worth. 

I heard part of the Bob Hope show, - the first part, whioh 
as all of his performances of late, was transcribed. I was 
impressed by the introduction when it was stated the braodoast 
transcribed was from some place or other *in the State of Washington, 
and this was the more pertinent, I suppose, beoause during the 
afternoon two or three people had remarked that Bob Hope was 
appearing for his braodoast last night at Barksdale Field, some 
90 odd miles up the road on the Southern outskirts of Shreveport. 

I suppose we shall be favored with that entertainment next '.Thursday, 
or Tuesday, rather, along about 5th. 

* • - ' *» • ' - J J . - . 

. On the local scene, the street fair or whatever they call the 
thing ie going full tilt at Alphonse's. There seem to be about 
8 or 10 trucks, each rigged up so that the side lets down 
making a little booth from whioh the games of chance are 
operated. The scoundrels were smart enough to tempt the local 
Holy Ghosts to endorse the fair, promising St. Augustin's 10 per 
oent of the profits. As all the business is conducted by charlatans 
who handle the money individually at each booth, I know not how 
the Reverend Fathers are going to find out what 10 percent of 
any sum would be. Of oourse the whole thing is a flim-flam from 
beginning to end, and while the poor negroes and mulattoes axe 
fools to be taken in by suoh ohioanery, still it is an outrage 
to-permit such outlaws to praotioe their arts on these simple 
minded folk. • - - r 

The reason I missed part of the Bob Hope show was beoause 
Jolly-Boy, one of my Little River friends, tapped on my window. 

He had a problem he couldn't solve and so had"turned to me for 
advise. < 
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Thursday, November 30th, 1950 


It seems he had oome out from his home to the store, bearing 


ten dbllars in all, honey belonging to his stepmother and 

one or two neighbors, with a list of things to buy at the store 

for them. But the store had closed when he arrived, and as 

everybody was heading toward the gay lights, he went along, and 

the first thing he knew, —the gambling looked so easy, as 

he explained, the hill billy had all the money, and then he didn't know 

what to do. 


Memorandum 


▲ week ago we were freezing and tonight al} the doors 
and windows are open, — and poor old Grandpa, he lingers on 
so mightily. According to Shreveport, today's thermometer reading 
was the highest in Shreveport history for November 30th. The 
promise for tomorrow is Pair and Warmer, and today it was in 
the 80's, - and I must say I like it, - if only 1 njight give 
poor Grandpa a fine funeral. ; 

And, as perhaps already noted, Essae Mae h as at long last 
come across. It seems to be better than Miss Kate's effort, but 
scarcely up to Miss Lillian. Still, I think we oan use it, 
although if you feel it requires editing a bit, I trust you will 
swing the blue pencil about with abandon, and anything you may 
do will be an improvement. 

I have appended a brief line or two by way of introduotion. 

The picture which we apparantly aren't going to get from Caroline Rams 
sey, —the Madam, book in lap, sitting before the book case, would 
be just the oheoker for the Essae Mae opus. But pinoe we oan't 
count on that, perhaps we may‘use both the one you had enlarged with 
her sitting at her scrapbook table, and the other illustration 
showing the oase of scrapbooks. I tried to make the attached 
introduotion a little different from the oaptiqn, as I recalled it, 
covering the scrapbooks in their cases, but if I repeated myself 
in these, you will of course feel quite free to strike out in which 
ever seems better the stuff that is re-hashed. 


I learned of an old man who had been saving his aotton money 
for Qhristmas, but the street fair fleeced him of his entire wealth 
totaling fl'fty dollars, - arid so they flock to the shearer and 
thus are they sheared. Boor lambs... 

Today's post wasn't of\udh interest 


Today s post wasn t of much interest, although I did 
appreciate a little note from the Reverend Bompey M. Gillie, 
askirfg me to transmit a message to Dr. Band on his behalf. The 
note was an appreciation of our visit to Rockford Gj luro i lt 
I thought of white folks who might take a couple of instructions 
in polite manners from the’ dusky Baptist preacher. 'I sent the 
note along to "r. *and, and probably shall not see it again, but 
if it comes to hand, I shall pass it along for our file. 

I slept but indifferently last night, although a little 
tired physioally after flying up and down the road yesterday. But 
I had a oouple of unopened Talking Books and so I sampled them. 

One is an item entitled "Young Bess'»by Erwink or Irwin, or some 
suofc, - the childhood of Queen Elizabeth anS. seems as entrancing 
and colorful as’the luaghton pr sentation of Bess's papa, old 
Henry. And the other thing-is called "The Jree Man," by Riohter, or 
some such, being an account of the oolenial advent of the 
Palatinate Germans in Pennsylvania during the oolonial period. 

It is novel in style, and short, but up until I began to nod, it 
seemed pretty good. 

• ** * * • 

The sky was overoast today and the air just cool enogh to 
make physical labor a bracing business, and efforts at the 
Underwood alright, whAt with the butaine along side, I do 
hope your hurly-burly week-end has played out, now that $he week 
has again Reached a middle, and m$y the impending one be all quiet and 


I am glad Essae Mae and Lois got to see little Dr. Miller, 
for I know -their visit did her a world of good. I .gather from 
Essae ^ae's note that she is threatening to pass this way before 
long, and I shall be glad to compare notes with her onoe more. 

As for the other enclosure from la belle Hol oman. it is 

I shall take 


oertainly a raasterpieoe. I shall take Underwood in hand shortly 
to tell her that Rebeoaa Gustine Minor was no Llntot, but I shall 
be careful to omit the name Gustine, just to ajL-oy la Holoman, since 
by telling her whom the lady was not but failing to acquaint her with 
her true identity, she will be slap up a tree. 

And by the time I get through telling her that Lyle ^axon didn't 
write Natohes-on-the-Missi8sippi, I'll bet a dollar she will 
never again try to pin that book on hi m . Then, too, there is 
a marvelous opportunity for me to restrain myself in not going in to 
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strange family relations, sinoe she, herself is herown sister's 
daughter-i n „law by marriage, and sinoe her sister married her 
father-in-law, la Holoman's son turns out to be and at the same 
time, his aunt's grandson and her son, to boot, sinoe during the 
late summer, the grandfather took out apoption papers for his 
grandohild, *nd if that weren't enough of a mess, she has the 
nerve to tell me that Hebeooa Lintot who married a child of 
Stephen ^inor, was sister of the Yellow Duahess, who was Stephen 
Minor s wife It may be that some people 'are brothers-in-law to 
their grandfather, but that is a new one on me, • ’and in spite of 
her marital distinotions, to Ethel iioloman, too, I fanoy. 

Well, Lord, all this tomfoolery, and it all boils down to 
the old adage: "One's a fool to fcrol with a fool", therebye 
letting me slap out, 

v '■* 1 y- • - «• > C * * 

, Celeste honored me with a visit today at the same moment 
the. Knipmeyers arrived, and her presence here gave me an opportunity 
to devote a oouple of brief seoonds with some love y people from 
.Denver who had arrived at the same moment the ^nipmeyers oame. 

The Denver people are the type from whom we shall hear, I feel sure 
and therefore I regretted the pile up and resulting brevity of 
the greeting, 

'v ° n h0rae front » thQ loo&l Btreet fair or oarnaval as it seems 
to be oalied, Jog§ along merrily, I was unkind when I denounoed the 
endorsement of the dirty business by the Reverend Fathers, 
for celeste bristled when-I expressed regret that from the pulpit or 
altar word should be ennunoiated recommending suoh entertainment 
to the faithful. Last night in one of the games of ohanoe a 
member of St. Augustin's Church got hooked for sixty dollars. 

* a boy who is trying to keep the home fires burning, after 
**^ /19 v* Hoque got his head out off a year or so ago. 

Thus the boy who is running his father's garage is a great 
.grandson of Madame Aubin «oque and grandso of Denny, — but no 
kin to Lyle, . 

Rayorand Braeaaeled wish I knew how to spell that name( oame to 
s.ee me early this morning. I believe he was wAAting J. H.'s return 

v°*£ a f 8ed by t0 get aau « ht U P conversation. 

2 ! 1 had o hatte< l with him was at the air port in town 

a nlanr^o^ i P ? ty o ne day - when the latter waDtQd to rQnt 

a plane for a little spin around. But somehow Raymond keeps up with 

ft ^ ln at least beiuss ha ls someUma. 

° ne T f +J he Si a 52 B brushln 8 off the Yucoa roof at cotton dusting 
L^ Ugh V he opportunity an exollent bne to inquire about 
aerial photography. Something tells me it wouldn't be bad to 
have a shot of the gardens from the air, don V t you think so. 
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Friday, Deoember lpt, 1960 


Memorandum: 

I cannot tell you how delighted I am to have your 
Monday letter. 

Faith helps out much when one's thoughts dwell.constantly with 
those far away when the radio screams disaster, and I must confess 
that I have thought of you constantly sinoe the big wind began 
blowing a week ago. Other distractions, suoh as Sunday's library 
talk, seemed important, but not at all so important as other things 
on my mind, and t how impressed I was by the realization bearing 
down on me that after all is said and done it isn't things, even 
when they are symbols, that count for anything when contrasted 
with people. 

Lexington avenge must have been a sight. I hadn't heard about 
store wi dows being smashed, although there was some aocount 
of the Empire State building being effected. 

If memory serves, I.believe I was here when the big wind of 
1938 carried on so high in Dew York and Hew England. How muoh 
nearer all that seems than it does now. Isn't.it wonderful how 
oir ouipstanoes can eliminate all feelings,of distanae* 

Prrish number may be nioe to 


Of the enclosures, the Anne Rrrish number may be nioe to 
preserve for a bit with a poTsible view to future reference. I 
think, should a Harper oontaot seem adviseable, should the 
Latham business lag, we might suggest a Georgetown note with 
a view to oweating interest in the item in advance of 
a preliminary view, should we need to tap on that window. 

From Sarah's letter, it would seem that J. a. is on some 
library board or other, but he is suoh a sight, he never mentions 
suoh matters. A supper tonight he remarked that he had dropped 
in to see Earle •‘-ong at his shack on his Winfield farm this morning 
He said the Governor is always the same, inoapable of ever saying 
anything but always ready to grunt about anything. He thinks he is 
possessed of about the worst disposition of anyone he knows. He 
said Earle showed him how arthritis was enlarging the joints of 
his fingers and was complaining about things and people ,in general, 
and particularly about "niggers" whom he uaes only for political 
purposes. He said that while Earle has a fine house in Audubon Far 
in Lew Cleans, he lives in a waoky old oabin when on his Winfield 
farm tfyat looks worse than any between the ^elrose store and the 
bridge The latter is played u-p at voting seasons but the 
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Sunday, December 3rd, 1950, 




Mew Orleans reaidenoe, naturally. Is never mentioned. 


This morning I did some gardening at ^ucca just before 
mail time when I heard an old airplane buzzing around quite 
high overhead, I threw down an oversized white handkerchief 
beside me as I tussled with some banana,plants I was getting 
ready to transport to Arenbourg. I don t know if my gesture was 
timely or not. Later I had a telephone'-saying thephotographio 
mission was carried out to the satisfaction of the people in 
the plane, and so, eventually, perhaps, we shall have an 
opportunity to judge for, ourselves. 

In the odds and ends department of the news, my agents 
report that one of the holy Ghost fathers lent his blessings to 
the looal carnival by attending in person last night and trying 
his hand at gambling at bit. ran up a loss of one hundred 
dollars in a jiffy, but the kind hearted operators of the shadey 
business mtmificiently handed baok the money, so it appears 
there is honor among thieves and the,clergy in this instanoe anyway. 
, • ' ‘ 

I was supposed to have a flook of people this afternoon but 
nobdy showed up, which suited me to a T. Log dropped by for 
a few minutes and said he is moving just up the road a piece from 
his present house, but on.the opposite side of the road. There is 
a little strip in there, run by some of the mulatto Borins, for 
a Natchitoches banker, and how it ever escaped being absorbed 
by the ever expanding Melrose, I never did understand, and 
so while striokly speaking the "ark Luke will not be on Melrose, 
he will in reality have moved a little closer in this direction, 
and probably next year will be baok on “‘elrose again. I may 
have mentioned the site of the old ffranoois Gassion Metoyer 
house one dusky evening in June when an automobile was kicking up 
dust in passing, about 500 yeards before reaohing the spillway, and 
that is where Log .will take up his residence. 

At 7:16 tomorrow night, the seasonal electrical decorations 
are turned on in town. There have been the usual invitations to 
dine in town and the usual regrets , I am going to make it a 
point to dash in to view the business so. etime during the holiday 
periqd, for much thought and time during the year are devoted to 
this annual effort, and people coma from lots of Texas oities, 
Oklahoma, Arkansas, Mississippi and from as far South as ^ew Orleans 
to view the speataole. The official pressing of the button is 
prefaoed on this Saturday by a huge display of flreworfca, which may 
be a little dampened this year, what with the promise of rain for 
to orrow afternoon. But while the fireworks are imposing, it is 
the eleotria lighting, and especially along Oane Hiver where the 
lights are doubled by their reflections in the water, that is really 
the big thing. I remember it rained last year, for the Whinteys of 
Mew Origans were here for the oooasion and well do 

. I ISa j*—- 




Memorandum: 



I'm wondering what luok you are having in trying to 
keep up with those four pianos that seem forever to be flying 
around the days of the week and the hours of the olook. 

It is precisely 2 minutes after 9 p.m., and quite by 
chanoe at 8:30 I stumbled over tfte quartet going a mile a 
minute over the national station of W H 0, Des Moines. I 
thought the thing was not a re-broadoast, but I am not sure, for 
I missed both the opening and closing announcements. If, 
through all the excitement of the Thanksgiving holiday, you 
lost track of that elusive foresome, or should I say foursome, 
perhaps you will catch up again with them on Sunday evening 
along about 9:30 your time, if, indeed, they haven't flitted on 
to some other day and hour by the time this note reaches 
your true hand. 

And while another matter is on my mind, may I tell you 
that at the same time I post this letter on the morrow, I 
shall also send along a parcel post package in the nature of 
a Christmas gift. The box isn't too heavy,, and T have inserted 
a oouple of paper bags, so you may the more readily transfer 
the oontents to same, if that spems desireable. It certainly 
seems to be rushing the season to launch this item at this 
early date, but I take a word of precaution from the radio 
admonitions to mail thin s early, and as the package contains 
something that might dampen things a bit if orushed, it 
seemed a likely time to get ahead of the rush, and so I 
am doing so, with apologies for having spoiled Christmas 
by getting so far ahead. 

Saturday was oloudy, warm and humid, with the usual 
amount of pilgrims that invariably put in an appearanoe 
on the week end in whioh the Matohitoohes fireworks and 
holiday lighting features are inaugurated. I enjoyped 
j)r. and ^rs. Bitkin or however they spell their names, most. 

He is the h'ead of the History department of l, a. u., a 
native of South Carolina while his wife is from Virginia. 
Maturally they were entranced with what they had to see at 
Melrose, as were some other historians. Bill .Adams, and 
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other historioally minded people passing this way. '.There 
were several groups who were turned baak at the gate after 
3:30 or 4:00 r whenMme. de -^ontespan arrived, honoring 
Yucoa until supper was served in the hig house. 

I had one or two last minute telephone oalls from 
town, urging me to join in whatever forlios were on the 
docket, but naturally 1 deolined. Celeste had urged me 
to aooompany her and I believe she was in town by 3:00 
to be an early participant, ^t seems there were bands playing 
all afternoon on the margin of the river in front of the 
town, with the adjoining thoroughfares roped off to all 
traffic. The fireworks were at 7:15 and were finished 
before a 9 o'lcock deluge set in. Eugene told me he 
took his father back to Cloutierville during the rain, and 
the stream of cars and buses on the Alexaadria-Hatohitoches 
highway was constant. 

• t 

It is my understanding that the oarnival folds up its 
traps and leaves from the *renbourg area on the morrow, and 
good riddance of bad rubbage. J. u . told me at dinner today 
that the sharpers.had apparently done quite a brisk business 
on Saturday night and they fleeced some of the ladies to 
such a point that some ,of the latter threatened to telephone 
the Sheriff, and so some of the money was handed back. 

Gane *‘ , iver took another viotim on the Joyeous Goast 
last night, too, - some youth from ji atohitoches, I believe. 

( As I understand it a oar in which four oollege youths were 
riding failed to make the abrupt turn on to the bridge 
at Bermuda,, there almost in front of "Uncle Phonor's, 
and plunged into the water. Three youths extricated themselves 
but the,fourth drowned. So many oars in a period of years 
go over that embankment, it seems odd nothing is done by 
way of concrete balustrades to discourage the plungeB. 

. t w ’ r ., — 

I cannot tell you how delighted I was on Saturday morning 
when ask^d by one of my secretaries if it were possible 
for me to write a letter on behalf of one of his friends, 
for it is always suah a pleasure to assist in suoh matters. 

'Ihe paper was semi-legal in nature, and so I have no dotot 
the particulars dictated by the youth who had been presented 
to me were more or less faotual. 

I tought. I had caught the name correctly when he was 
introduced, but 1 couldn t believe ray ears,' but confirmation 
came whpn the letter had to be typed. 

I think you will be enormously impressed by the 
name, too, for it is so unexpected that few if any people, I think, 
would ever conjure up anything quite like it. And so 
here it is, —believe it or not, —Saint Elderberry. ^ 

As for me, I give up right there....... 


I | 


_ 


Monday, Deoember 4th, 1960. 


Memorandum: 

And so, from the enclosure, you will note that your 
friend, little Miss Lucy, oame across with'a page for our 
impending opus.-— -• 

. I think it is alright, although if you feel on reading 
it that a phrase in the first sentence would clarify the 
thing, you will of course feel free to make suoh an addition. 

As I ran through the thing, - and I did so rather hurriedly it 
seemed to me that some suoh phrase as "as far away from Melrose 
Louisiana as Penland Horth Carolina" might add additional * 
light, although it is quite possible that since the Horth 
Carolina Address will be inoluded at the beginning of the article 
such a phrase as suggested is not at all required. 

As between you and me, and nothing need be done about this 
“ seems to me that greater emphasis might have been given 
the Madam s actual contributions to Penland other than the 
sending of Egyptian cotton and wool. The way the sentence 
in the article is rigged up seems to indicate that somebody or 
other gave a memorail room and that the Madam gave the 
cotton and wool whereaB in reality I myself expressed (shipped 
by express, that is) one or two looms, a like number of lovely 
spool beds, a flock of books constituting a young library 
on weaving and so on, - chairs, rugs and the like. And 
the furnishing of suoh a room by one who never was interested in 
going to see the plaoe I thought was quite interesting. I know 
not who may have given the money for the building of the 

the room fi Sured, but it was Sy understanding 
that the entire ± room, or at least the major portion of it. 
was, so far as furnishing were concerned, were shipped from 
c Y oh a faot ln °luded iu our Sorapbook would underline 
the “adam s charitable impulse, of course, but I don't care 

1 ^ and 30 1 guess we Should just 

let the artiole stand as it is. ... 

In the mean time, I shall acknowledge reoeipt of her letter 
and perhaps inquire about what type of bed or loom or whatever ’ 
that the Mad^m provided for the establishment, and perhaps that 
will bring forth a response which, if it proves interesting 
may be inserted in the body of the enclosed artiole. But 
let's not count, of that. 


• • • 
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The oarnival pulled out from the honkey-tonfc this 
morning and ao ordingly I spent some time looking after our 
interests at adjoining Arenbourg. Log passed thi 3 way 
just as I'was leaving Yucca, and he accompanied mo and lent me 
a hand. The sky was overoast and the wind ohill, hut 
we were sufficiently busy jumping about so we didn't mind the 
weather. 

Two things the hill billies of the carnival left behind 
were a coup* of negro boys. Where they had pioked them up 
on their tour, and how they happened to leave them, I have 
no idea. I suppose the youths are perhaps. 14 and 16 or 
thereabouts. My attention was directed toward them by Log who 
asked me ; to notice them in particular, as iog put it, "Me, I 
sure ain t no lily white niggei myself, but one of those 
little old boys is so balok that I'm bound to look like 
a fresh new snow flake along, side him". 

Around 4 o'clock, I encountered Celeste coming from the 
store as I was heading in that direction, She invited me to 
drive in to town at first dark, as she was taking Aurellia 
and “attie in to see the lights. Hex thought was that 1 would 
enjoy the opportunity. My thought was that I don't want to 
start any such jaunts bent on sight-seeing, for the next thing 
would be somebody inviting her and me to a party or supper or 
some such, and I want nothing along that line. I declined, acoordin L - 
ly, and she seemed disappointed. She urged, but I, to avoid saying 
I Just didn t want to'(period)-, remarked that I had several 
things 1 felt bound to do. She countered that she, too, is 
mighty busy, — to which, of course, there^ might have been 
several observations, including the business about the squirrel in 
his cage, 1 

The* plantation purchased peoanes for shipment to political 
and possibly personal friends, and although the supply ran out 
before the list did, it is quite possible you were in the 
early braokets and therefore may or may not reoeive some. In 
case you should, aoknowleogeraent phould go to J. iA . and Celeste. 

I read a little more from the -moy Corokett book about 
Japan, - "Popcorn onf the Glnsa" or some suoh title. I liked a 
couplet in the p&rt about sooial readjustments in the island, 

Amefioan G. I*.a paying a 30 yen or a pack of cigarettes for 
the pleasure of spending a night with a Japanese girl in the old, 
old profession, etc., eto. Aooording to Mi 8S Crookett the 
somewhat popular, bawdy words, learned by all "gay" girls of 
the island, and set to the tune of Clementine, runs something 
like this; ' 

"Qhooolato, chewing gumo, oigaretto, 30 yen; 

All night sleepo, no presento; Ah. regreto. - Come again." 

Don't you love that..... 


Tuesday, December 6th, 1960. 


Memorandum: 

Thirty millin times wuld not suffice to tell you 
how happy your message of Friday, the 1st, rqa c hing me today, 
made me and Arenbourg, whose birthday it; is, thanks to you. 

I think I mentioned in my yesterday's Memo that I 
had spent some time at Arenbourg yesterday and what with 
the birthday following so soon after, I envision more 
sweet olives and Chinese magnolias, don't you think so. 

It has been misting all day, and the thermometer will 
tumble from 70 to 22 tonight, so that bright and early, - 
and early, if not altogether bright, I shall be marohing up 
the road again in the morning to dislodge any ice that may 
have formed on the leaves of any of our "children", and 
convey my plans to them for additional little playmates. 

It is so kind of you to be so kind to us, and it is 
so much worth while, feeling that we are sharing so whole 
heartedly i n the oreation of our little Paradise, 

I am glad the seotions from the Time Table seemed alright, 
and as I # ran through the transcripts, it sounded as t ough 
it was conveying the desired impression, 

I am glad, too, that the Portraits in Color are shaping up, 
too. As for the Ljron Hew Orleans address7 it seems to me he 
must have had at least three, - one on Boyal, one on JSxohange 
Alley, and_one on Canal, . probably occupying eaoh successively. 
Surely the Tinker information would be oorreet for one of 
these, and perhaps Mr. •“andsford will oome through with 
futther particulars about the one he oooupied with. Oanova. 

I had supposed I might have heard from ^err Dandsford before 
now, but perhaps my request for additional information not only 
about Lion of Hew Orleans but Lyons of Hatches, as well, may 
have impelled him to plaoe the answer In a folder for 
subsequent answer when the desired particulars oome to hand. 

I'm glad y pu liked the Triohell item, and that you 
found it as much to your liking as I did to mine. Somehow 
I must confess that I never doubted you would, for .instinctively 
I always 4eel our reactions are identical. 


I 
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Wednesay, December 6th, 1960 


Under separate cover 1 am sending some Iris publicity y 
that Sister sent Celeste. I don t know if her name appears | ^ 
as author, but from the paragraph or two I heard, it is 
obviously from little Miss Dorraoan's faoile pen. I 
thought it an excellent opportunity to write to congratulate 
her on h» handiwork, not mentioning whence had oome the 
publicity. -It was the feest form of a subtle taunt I 
could think of. But after writing the page, something 
unexpectedly transpired that made the whole business perfect. 

A "raouohe d'autumn alighted on the page as I was just 
beginning the final paragraph, and pioking up an envelope, 

I took a craok at .the fly which esoaped, but the swat 
.tore the letter almost slap in two, - from the top to 
within an inch of the bottom, both pieoes falling out of 
the machine and leaving only the paragraph at the end in the 
roller. And so I finished the sentence, folded up the 
two separate pieces, and posted them to Briarwood. I don't 
reckon the punoh will be very effective, but the trouble 
little Miss Dormon may have in fitting the two pieces together 
will be enough to make her furious, whioh will be gratifying, 
so far as I am concerned. 


Memorandum 


Here's a lot of tittle-tattle that is of no interest but 
which illustrates now neatly one oan get into a false situation 
without any apparant means of guiding no account oiroumstanoes 


that jookey one into such a situation.. 

Dr. Rand dropped in unexpectedly at 4:30, bringing me 
several papers of interest he wanted to run through with me and 
a bottle of Taylor's port whioh I like but which he cannot 
imbibe because of his,diabetis. Miss Tillinghast arrived at 
4;32. I made the presentations and we chatted.aimlessly, for 
a few minutes when Dr. Rand, assuming I suppose that the lady 
was visiting me instead of using Yucca as a waiting room, invited 
the two of us to supper at the camp. .Miss Tillinghast made some 
approving gesture but of course looked to me for a decision. I 
declined, lying by saying I was expeoting people, but that I 
would make it a little later. Miss T. remarked that she would 


Celeste and M adam Regard are .fixing to take off for 
South Louisiana at tomorrow's dawning, for a two day folio. 

It's wonderful how the promise of a sleet storm during the 
night holds no terrors for them whenever the prospeot of 
flying up and down the big road it to the fore. 

Thus far I have been luoky in avoiding any wild duok suppers 


, It seems that when the ^ands had arrived. Dr. Rand had oome 
here and -“lythe had gone to the store where she was engaging 
J. H. i n conversation. Dr. Rand finally withdrew about 5, and 
J. a . came to Yucca announcing supper, after whioh the lady 
would wait for him at Yucoa. It was accordingly plum dark before 
I was rid of time-marauders, whereupon I galloped across the 
cotton patch in the direction of the *ands. I reached theire 
side gate just, as they swung their car around and headed toward home 
through theitr main gate. 

I guess an apology is in order on my part for standing them up, 
and yet perhaps everybody was a little out of order, they for having 
arrived so late with their invitation, univited guests being 
too loath to linger and so on and so forth. 

In fine this afternoon was a mess. 

I had fallen down while crossing the cotton patoh and 
a mountainous furous, suddenly coming into oontaot with my 
chest just about knocked the stuffing out of me, and as I was 
cold to boot, - the thermometer never went about freezing today, 

I was glad to fallow a trail toward Puny's lighted windows and 
sit for a while, before his nioe wood fire before heading 
baok here. If this Memo seems unusually incoherent, just 


which usually start turing up about- this, time of year. 
season opened, on Friday or Saturday and everybody seems to 
feel bound, to head out with a gun to knock down a few unsuspect 
ing mallards or whatever the poor things are 


ing mallards or whatever the poor things are. The wild duok is 
much too gamey, I think, and on occasion when I have 
swallowed buok shot mixed in with-the hip of a diminuntive 
swan, my relish for the bird has not increased, "little" 

Robert shot one before the season opened and has promised to 
bring me the band, whioh, according to report, bears a 
Hew 1 ork State address. If I oan sedure the band, I shall 
write the Hew *ork State bander, if euoh is the name, and 
I shall perhaps learn something about duok migrations I didn't 
know before. I had always supposed that Hew Y 0 rlf. State wild 
ducks would follow along the Atlantio Coast when heading 
South instead of stepping over into the Mississippi water¬ 
shed. I shall be surprised to learn if it turns out it is from 
Sreenwood i-ake, or some suoh. There were 6 or 6 on the water 
in front of *rengourg yesterday, and tomorrow I shall look for 
more when I go to oilebrate youB and ^renbourg's and my birthday 
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Thursday, December 7th, I960 


Memorandum: / 

How nice to find your Sunday, the 3rd, letter in today's 
post, together with the Portrait in Color And while 
mentioning the latter, T must remark, how grand it looks so 
nicely typed, and somehow it seems rather longer than I 
had antiopated. 

‘It was so kind of you to write me, even though your 
week end was not too convenient for effecting such contacts. 

Perhaps the impending one may be more favorable, although I 
suspect with ail the hurly-burly of pre-holiday doings, your 
time may scarcely be called your own from now until '51 gets 
well under way. ' 

As Time goes along, the more I incline to feel that the 
ideal Christmas might be found somewhere or other, in a place 
one might limit one’s self to seeing just the persons one really 
cherishes. I suppose that is what the Madam really had in mind 
when she used to propose she and I go to spend the holidays at 
Charlie Taylor's. Perhaps I have mentioned Charlie Taylor's 
house before, but x shall repeat myself, because yo u have 
subsequently ~one over the Holnhess pictorial map, and to this 
day Charlie Taylor's house still stands atop the Indian Mound 
back on a remote stretehuof kittle "iver not too far from 
St. “arys-on-the-Bayou # 

I can imagine how impatient you were to have the pictures 
and oaptions over the week end, but under the cirourastanoes, since 
you wouldn't havo had much opportunity to spend much time with them 
perhaps you got a break early in the week when they actually 
did come to hand. 


I feel sure you have found the ifather and Son photograph 
an excellent likeness. I am under the impression it must have 
been photographed at some time when the glass was removed, it seems 
so remarkably clear. Sometime, after the holidays, if we ( could 
have some little ones made, I should be delighted. f| I don t 
know by whom this particular photograph was "struok , but- 
I rather assume it may have been taken in Dew Orleans prior to 
its advent into this seotion. 

As always when the mail arrived 1 set your envelope aside 
for my most confidential secretary, but turned loose the rest 
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on poor Dr. Knipmeyer, and' a flock of scuff it was, none of 
it of much interest save, perhaps, the narness letter, covering A 
his Alaskan trip. I shall send it along under separate cover, 
but I feel impelled to ask you quite frankly if I would do better 
to avoid sending you quite so muoh correspondence for the time 
being, at least, "aturally I love to share anything that has 
even the scantest interst if you enjoy keeping up with the trends, 
but if at certain' seasons the pressure of your own correspondence 
plus the multitudinous other demands on your time make these 
a bit unweildy, I hope you will signify such pressure, and 
I shall understand perfectly and side track them to the 
trash basket. Please feel quite frank about expressing yourself 
on this point, and x shall gladly be guided accordingly. 



Yesterday's cold wave continued today, with the 
thermomenter touching 14 last night and not getting much 
above' freezing all day. There is aloud coverage tonight, however, 
and 20 will be the low tonight, it is said, and then tomorrow it 
may start rising, - I hope. It has been snowing ^n various 
plaoes, and if it will only keep on snowing any place but here, 

I shall be enohanted, for while 1 va'stly enjoy Bing ^rosby, I 
am not as bne with him as he begins about this time of year 
"dreaming of a white Christmas". -Oy the way, I saw the picture 
that song appeared in, . but years ago in Natchez, and 1 thought 
it was among the "worser 1 ' pictures I ever saw-, Aow the song 
ever survived suoh a beginning is a mystery'. 


Pf cp'Irse u was emcjamted tp ;earm tjat upi sti4b;ed 
rber tje *oamp Quartet on Sunday afternoon, just as I had done 
the same thing later the same day. I am glad you mentioned the 
Manhattan hour in the afternoon, for l shall sample my air waves at 
that hour, although I reckon National stations within my reaoh 
so early in the afternoon out of ^an^attan may be too elusive. 

"ut by 8:30 p.m., if the weather is not too stormy, I can 
ieaoh out and grab off Des Moines without any difficulty, and 
so if I do not seem to be precisely in step with you around 
2;30, there is little doubt that I will be in stride alright 
at least 5 hours later. 
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Friday, Deoember 8th. 1960. 


M -ff3 

Memorandum: 

How nice to find your Monday and Wedne^Lay letters in 
cost. together with the Time Table transcript^ 



I am glad you enjoyed turning through some of the 
pictures and I hope the captions, - the p rt I did, - turned out 
alright, and I apologize for having rigged- them up so that 
they require extra labor for your own true hand in filling in 
some of the quotations. If any or all of them seem too 
wooden, do please send them back and I shall be glad to have 
another "go"'at them, for some of them were contrived under 
adverse circumstances and might well have made me blush, should 
I have run through them when finished. 


It seems so odd about the "Children of Strangers" article, 
but 1 shall continue my searoh for my second copy. And in the 
mean time, if you care to include the oopy you have in the 
manuscript to be submitted to *r. ■ u atham, that will be 
alright, for it is being submitted; of oourse, with the 
understanding that it is subject to additions and corrections. 
As I recall, the only changes I made were on pages 4 and 6, — 
if memroy serves, and it may not in this instance, - at the 
point where formerly 1 had supposed Grandpere built Yucca and 
the African House, where in reality I should have asoirbed them 
to “arie There st. I feel oertain I shall run up on this 
elusive item shortly, and shall naturally send it along in 
a Jiffy,.but in the mean time, the article as is might go along 
as a sample of the artiole whioh is ubjeot to eventual 
alteration on one or two pages. 


1 On Monday night I stumbled on to the very end of the 
Dupont prbgram, - I believe it was Monday night, and I 
regretted I had missed everything, for from the final sentenoe, 

I gatheted it was devoted to Major Denfant about whom I know too 
little and should have enjoyed hearing what the Wilmington 
Department had to offer on the Subject. If somebody would only do 
"I’he ^ife and Times of Pierre Aenfant" or whatever his name was, 
wouldn't that be wonderful 


The enclosure from Bill m aloney gives the- green light to 
the Rose Franken correspondence. Now if little Miss Theata or 
however will just take pen in hand, all should go swimmingly in 
the correspondence department. As for getting Caroline's 0. Kay, 
I propose to leave that just as long as possible, and it would 
seem to me I might perhaps guarantee'no argument with her on 
the point by merely saying that unless I hear'irom her to the 
contrary, I shall put the thing through. That mighf irapell 
her to write, but I doubt if even that will, and so we shall 
proceed on the assumption that ’silenoe does indeed give approval 


Mrs. Holoraan writes to ask whom she may contact in 
Nathcez on Aeoember 23rd for information regarding the Priest’s 
House,. Can you imagine contacting anybody for anything^on 
Saturday, Deoember 23rd....... (Smile) 
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- Imagine my surprise this afternoon when X found myself 
in town. .The proofs taken from the air had never oome 
to hand and*it struck me I had better pass by the 
photographers to see if they had ever been forwarded. They 
had not. I squinted at the negatives and was vastly 
disappointed because the k shots taken were just about 
the coverage that Nina had included in her pictorial map 
and not a concentration on the gardens, as I had 
requested. But re-takes are impossible at the present 
time, and so I shall have an over-all picture printed 
and perhaps at some other time I shall be able to get a 
limited likeness of just the gardens. 

All in all, ten minutes must have elapsed between 
the time I struck the limits of the city and the moment 
I was beyond its.-confines again which was plenty long for me. 
But although the air remains cold, the sky was cloudless 
with a chance of warmer weather on the morrow. It will 
be nice if it does warm up a little fbr I have a flock of 
people coming Saturday afternoon, the Mayor of Lafayette and 
a party, and some others from Baton &ouge or some such place 
and the latter group will include Governor Long's sister-in- 
law or some suoh bag. Surely she oan't be more-baggish 
than Earle's sister which is something to be thankful for. 

I saw Mrs. Oborabs for a few minutes this noon. She 
says there ib much activity in the legal department of the 
Welfare Department, but she doesn t quite see how some of the 
attempted re-adjustments in handling the need are going 
to pan oizt. A case in point, for example, is that of Clyde 
Claude Emmett Davis. He is the father of Jackie, Clemence's 
daughter. He left her for another lady living on -Little niver 
a year or so ago. The 4 children by * , ackie have been drawing 
relief aheoks but now those aheck havb been stopped and 
Clyde Claude Emmett Davis has been called upon by the Court 
to support the same. But that, of course, leaves the new wife 
and children, - two and a half offspring, to be assisted 
financially, and while two and a half would require lesfefc 
money than 4, still it would seem odd for a man's wife 
ana children to be on relief while he is shelling out money to 
support those other offspring begotten by an earlier liason. 
all very confusing and obviously the wisdom of another 
Solomon ib required, — or birth control, - or sterilization 
or Heaven, —not I, - alone knows. 


Sunday, December 10th, 1950 


Memorandum: . , 

First off, a oouple of references to material for the 
the^crapbook 01 pQrhapS ’ raore P r0 °i SQ ly» a couple of things about 

r • 

-ither herewith or under accompanying envelope are ' 

H a i°f UplQ -. ° f co ™ n ^ nioa tions of equal interest. The letter from 
Helen, always interesting, bears on the Scrapbook pertinently 
where it touches upon her conversation with the Dallas bag who 
certainiy hasn t written anything about Maomillan being 
not the proper house for our budding manusoript. You of 
course, have had whatever has come to hand from Dallas, and. if 
memory serves, there hasn't been a letter from that direction in 
*®™ ral m^ths, and I certainly recall nothing by way of discourage 
ment in any of those as regards Herr Latham and his emporium - 
m xaot, if memory serves, it was old Dallas herself that 
recommended ^atham to our attention. Well, anyway, you will 

III X-J ™ t0 5 ay ab0ut th9 lady - and ' we 8 hall eventually 

till wa see from lower Fifth Avenue, and at the same 

as happy that w0 did not confine our 
aspirations exclusively in that direction. • 

flri _- n f nd - t 2?. 8 1 . a9C0 5? raa * ta:r dealing with the Scrapbook is the 
aavent of little ^iss Dormon's contribution, - albeit at long 
last. But it appears to have been worth waiting fox. for / 

generally speaking, it seems to be an excellent likeness'of ,/ 
hi ai ?v^ ri fL at olro f e » enrolled on-^a film heavily trade marked ^ 


I'm so glad jou heard the Lenfant business. 'I remember so 
well the modest flat slab of his white marble'tombstone 
lying flat in the grass immediately in front of the Lee mansion 
at Arlington.. 
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Tow other points, that just occurs to me. If Dr, Small 
is not identified, - and vaguely it seems to me he was not, perhaps 
a phrase should he added, - something like "Director of the 
Brooklyn Botanical Gardens", immediately after his name, I 
shall probably have no one to oheok on this before I send the 
manuscript on the morrow, and so if you will advise me on this 
point, I shall ask Caroline his preaise title. 


Monday, Deoember 11th, 1950 


And finally, we might suppress the word "cabin" in the 
paragraph wherein I figure, "Cabin" like "lake" seems to add to 
confusion in these parts and for that reason it seems well to never 
use .those two words, Jfor example, and I may have mentioned this 
before, people occasionally say something like this to me: - 

"We have always been told that there is no plaoe for fishing 
like Cane Biver Lake but we oan't believe it, for we have had 
wonderful luck in the river, but some of our friends want me to 
inquire the way to the lake so they oan say they have really fished 
in it." 


Memorandum: 

And so I chanced to be at the Post w ffioe this morning when 
the Postman arrived, bringing me, curiously enough, not 
a 1st, 2nd or 3rd olass pieoe, which means tomorrow's batoh will 
be a bumper crop, I suppose. < 

But he brought Celeste a letter from Sister, saying 
that she and Gene and the children were having Sunday (Deo. 24th) 
dinner with Gene's parents and "we would love to oome to ^elrose 
for Chirstmas and the children wouldn't mind sleeping in Mother's 
room". ' 

. Prom that, I take it, a patch-up must be in the offing. 

I assume the "we" means the five of them, but that is merely 
an assumption, although there was reference to several gifts 
from husband to wife and splendid advice given the husband by 
the Shriners, the latter being some Sliety Gene has but recently 
joined. 

I can't believe Shriners would mess into a man's-domestic 
affairs to start with, but sinoe Dr. Jaeger and one or two 
Natohitoohes physicians have recently received draft summonses, 

I can imagine that old Uncle Samuel might be shuffling up the 
cards of physicians who didn't participate in the last scuffle, and 
for all I know, one doctor who escaped that go round may have 
in mind that a wife and three children might offer some kind of 
a nice bulwark. But that, of course, is sheer speculation on my 
part. t 

And so things swirl toward the holiday season and if five 
Wenks suddenly oatapault themselves into the Melrose brew along 
about Christmas dve, the stew really ought to reaoh the bubbling 

over stage. r a 

What curious patterns those people can stir up for themselves. 

But I might do better to mind my own business and attend to 
problems falling quite outside the nenry category, and one of 
these is the fact that I am bound to give thought to some new 
posts and a portion of fence at Arenbourg. This morning I found 
a cow grazing on the terraoe. I am glad to say she had 


And ever so often I have pointed out the various buildings 
here and after the tour has been completed, someone will say, pointing 
to the Studio, that it must be the cabin where .Lyle Saxon did his 
writing. When I wave them back to ^ucca, they never seem quite 
.onvinc.d abou't it, seeming to believe that he actually lived at 
Yucca but since it is the size it is, it must have been in a smaller 
place where he did ! his actual writing, sinoe he refers to his 
"workshop" as a cabin. perhaps for "cabin", we might 
substitute the word "Yucca or "Melrose", or pernaps leave out 
the phrase completely. Your own good judgement in this matter 
will be perfect. 

Well, Loid, what a lot of talk , . 

And speaking of the Lord relalls that I dipped into T. V. 

Smith's "Philosophic Life in America" last night and was 
much interested in some of the chapters, espeically the one devoted to 
Dr. Montague whom I ised to know pretty well. The account of 
Santyana's concept of life was arresting, too. In speaing of his 
doubt as to the existence of God and yet his inclination to cherish 
certain religious trends, a wag is quoted as having siad of Santyanna: 

"That philosopher doesn't believe in the etistenoe of God and 
swears that Mary was His mother." 

But what with the enclosures and the accompanying Briarwood 
manuscript, both of which are interesting, I wll do batter to break 
off slap.. 
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paid no attention to the Portuuis, but I don t like to 
leave suoh luok to repeat itself too often, -'The big wind of 
last Spring, in knooking down some of the black locusts, tossed 
them slap aoross the fence which did it no good and what with 
time and xdie attendant oirourastanoes, our little province 
really requires some repairs to its defenses. 

J. H. returns from Dallas on the morrow and I shall ask him 
to negotiate 'for some creosote posts which he can order in 
quantity for the plantation, including some for our territory. 

These will come by Christmas, I suppose, and during the seasonal 
lull before ploughing starts, Arenbourg can get its new frontiers 
in order and all will be in order whenever Spring makes its bow. 

I called on Madam Regard just after supper. £>he is staying 
flat on h® back for a day or two, - lumbago. She said the ^ady 
Doctor came to see her this noon and she found her looking so 
well, even though her life continues strenuous enopgh, I gather. 

Miss Sally, back from the Alexandria hospital, entertained 
the Worsleys yesterday and then telephoned the Lady Doctor between 
5 and 6 this morning to come to give her a bit of attention. Miss 
Sally is senile, but attention she must have. *nd so the .Lady Doctor 
had Breakfast at Magnolia, flew up and down the road, on other 
calls, dined at Melrose and was supposed to have another patient 
on the Joyeous Coast that would require her presence there at 
supper time. Bow she continues to look well under such a regime, 

I cannot imagine, but perhaps.it is the variety of plaoes she 
breaks br^ad at, as between jumps. Madam Regard said she seemed to 
enjoy just relaxing during the little visit she made on her, and 
I hope she didn't try to find me at *ucaa, as I was at Arenbourg 
at the time. 

A telephone from Alexandria this morning afforded me an opportun¬ 
ity to talk with Rerr und Jfrau Rand. £he former kidded me about 
failing to put in an appearanoe for supper the other night, assum¬ 
ing, naturally, that the ^illinghast number was my guest. Imagine. 
Blythe was happy on two counts, for her Mother had been well enough 
to get out for a ride yester ay and secondly, because Paul.King 
Rand flies down from Hartford this week end. I suppose Paul King 
will come up to see me on Saturday or Sunday. I like him but 
he is oursed with the family failing, - writer's oramp, - and 
so I never hear from him between his semi-annual visits, although 
I occasionally drop him a note regardless. 

The weather remains chill, but the prorasie for balmy breezes for 
tfrom) the Gulf tomorrow impells me t;o be-stir myself early in the 
morning with a view to setting out some switoh oane at Yucca 
which affords me an excellent excuse for folding up my beard forth with 
just to anticipate the dawn.. 


Tuesday, Deaember l'lth, 1950. 


Memorandum t * 

Here I find myself at the close of this Tuesday feeling 
as though last Sunday and Monday were weeks back. I have 
sometimes .wondered what oonjures up suoh a sensation for it 
doesn't necessarily seem based on fatigue following unusual 
exertion, although it isp possible some unoonsoiQus increase 
in mental activ£ty is what seems to have spun the world faster 
at some moment when we weren't watohing. 

Well, anywqy, it has been pleasant enough and aotive enough 
today and the mail, as anticipated, was fairly heavy but nothing 
of unusual interest, except the nice letter from the Princess 
Te Ata which you may have already discovered enclosed. 

Her inclination to use the double dating system is rather 
a pleasant whimsey, I think, and her habit of tossing in 
an occasional Indian expression, literally translated into 
English tends to be arresting, and somehow a .little suggestive 
of that Briarwood gal whom I have always expeoted to tear off 
a piece of white birtoh bark and skribble an epistle in 
charcoal. 

Caroline doesn't know Te Ata but I guess I had better 
get the two acquainted for it would seem they could rattle off 
a primordial lingo that would enchant each other no end. 

I saw Celeste momentarily today and in line with nothing 
at all, she casually said.: 

”0h, did you know that Mrs. Wagner.'s mother died several weeks 
ago.” < 

, W«ll, that was news, and before folding up my beard tonight, 

I had better take Underwood in hand to pen a few lines to Iola. 
Kansas, don t you think so. 

It has always been ( my understanding that Mrs. Wagner 
lingered on in Kansas merely because of her Mother's advanced age, 
and so now that she has gone, pehaps the lady will dispose of 
her property there and pack up her traps for the country of 
the Aatchitoohes where she also has a home., And, perhaps, 
after all the exoitement is over, she will pen us a couple of 
volumes about Scrapbooks, Anyway, a letter seems in order so far 
as I am concerned. 
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In today’s post oarne an artiole for the Negro .Digest which 
Mrs. Holoraan and I had worked on a while back. I detected 
the fine legal hand of her husband on or rather throughout 
the fi?st two or three pages, which would delight.a B1jetstone., 
perhaps, but would not particularly fascinate a blaok reader 
of the Digest. Then, too, she had slapped in some stuff 
that 1 had diotated to her for another artiole, quite separate 
from the over-all Melrose thing, which would have takenthe 
fundamentals out of the seoond said article, which would he 
a form of slaughter that would be quite senseless. 

'Then, too, there were other far-afield material that had 
no place in the business anyhow, and 

I stared to write lastly, but on seoond thought shall qualify 
by saying another thing, - she twice used ,a new phrase in 
referring to the mulattoes which she must have picked up in some 
Kane opus or whoever is constantly tossing in some French words 
to what point I know not. Her marvelous contribution was 
"creoles de oouleur", which certainly ought to make the 
Madam turn in her grave, for the Madam didn t mind saying 
she was a creole, and * think old Webster defines the same as 
the descendant, born in Amsiea, of Buropean ancestry of the 
Caucasian raoe. In short, little Mrs. Holoman must 
not use the words "oreoles de couleur but if she must go 


ffreuoh for a gasp or two, I shall not objeot if she 
Amvtl aytoq o i~\rr\c\ n ira "hi anas de couleur'. Don u 


you 


employes something like 
think so. 

In her accompanying note, she said she was holding 
the .article until receiving my approval. I shall write her 
tonight that she doesn't even have my disapproval and that 
unaer no oircumstanoes can the thing be forwarded until we 
have had a re-hash of the business, and that I suggest she 
shsiva the whole business until about February. 


Under separate cover in this morning's mail, I 
forwarded the picture of Clemence for which you asked, _ it was 
one taken by uelen Baldwin orignally, and with the same, 
the view of Melrose from the air was included. 

-- . 1 ■ ■ • • -' " 

I shall be glad to have your opinion of the latter. 

Some sort of a oaption was attaohed, if oase you find it of 
sufficient interest to inolude in the Scrapbook, if not, 
lust keep the pioture for yourself. I oouldn t dotok the 
white handkerchief I had tossed out on the morning the 
plane was abound,.but with his bright eyes, Peter says he oan 
see me in front of the banana plants at Yucca where I wbb working 
that morning. But pleaBe don’t try to write really until all 
the ourrent hurly-burly of the impending holidays are behind. 

Your own conservation o t sell is the most important thing of allee# 







/ 

/ 


Wednesd y, December 13th, 1960. 



Meoorandumj 




How nice to find your elegant letter with enclosures 
in today's post. 


I am indebted to you f t or bringing up the several points 
regarding the Old Plantation Scrapbook., and for sending 
along the two oaptions,. so much approximating eaoh other, 
covering the 1st and 2nd St. Augustin's Church. I have 
stirokin out all save the opening sentence of the 
one oaption, — covering the present Church, substituting 
another slant, typed on the page you sent, and it seems to 
me this may cover the illustration very nicely and at the same 
time pack in a few thoughts ,that will breathe interest and 
perhaps excitement to the reader. 


As indicated on the same sheet, perhaps both of these 
illustrations may e used in the chapter on Cane River 
Children of Strangers. I had envisioned doing a ohapter 
on Melrose Religion into which I thought these and the 
pictures of St. Mary's might be incorporated, but circumstances 
have been such that toss ng pff such a ohapter has seemed 
difficult to the point of impossibility what with other 
distraotions. Accordingly let us tentatively use them 
in connection with the C a ne River Children of Strangers thing, - 
the St. -‘•ary's in contrast to the St. Augustin's, with the 
hope that later we may lift them from that position if I have 
success in hammering out the Religion thing. 


In response to another question, - the final use of 
the obituary, I leave it to your judgement, botfr as to 
form and position in the volume. I had thought of it as 
being in the font, but as the thing falls into final form, 
perhaps it would be equally striking at the end. This, 

I suppose, depends muoh upon what I am trying to do in regard to 
a chapter on the Madam and Melrose which I have undertaken a 
billion times, only to go haywire on two or three different 
taoks, not .the least of whioh was the oonstant wonder in my 
own mind as to what would be oovered by people like 
the Triohell, Dormon outfit. Now that these thing are oome 
to hand, perhaps I shall feel the ohapter in question will be 
easier -to knook off, and if so,'— and this answers your 


lit 
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other question, —the chapter will provide a place for the 
Kinsey-Williams opinions* 

The secretariM. problems being what they are, I have 

t t 

been most dissatisfied with my reoent endeavvori, and the more 
striking is this condition as one approaches the holiday season 
when "all God's ohil'en" incline to flounder about more 
unpredictably. I guess.this is another reason why the 
Madam used to be glad when December was done, for not only 
in the secretarial field but in domestic and plantation 
operations as well, the unpredictable is a major consideration, 
but the domestic and plantation spheres have always had the 
advantage of being possessed of a vast surplus of potential 
workers which, as you know, is not the case in the secretarial 
field. But ahead I shall charge and eventually something 
will issue forth from the mill.. 

There was a telephone for Celeste from Shreveport last 
night. Sister called to say that her husband ( had moved back home, 
and that they will all be enchanted to spend Christmas at 
Melrose. What a spectacle to contemplate and how peaceful 
should seem the aftermath, assuming there is anything left 
when said aftermath arrives. But the presence of 
such a mob of unsympathetic souls should provide me with 
rather more peace ,than otherwise, what with everyone having so 
much material to work on by way of getting into each other's 
perruques 2 Humiliation, I suppose, takes into account 
that somebody or other must be off on the wrong foot, and 
since everybody concerned apparantly feels that he or she is 
never the one out of step, no such sensation can develops. 

Each will denounce and complain about the other to me and 
I shall sit tight on the side lines and listen to both the 
moans and the roars, trying to tell myself there w never 
was S]ich a cockeyed set up but trying to kid myself into 
believing that in reality it is the most natural and matter of 
fact sort Qf th ng trnspiring in every family. 

And all of~t{ii8, of course, calls to mind that hilarious 
line in one of Oscar Wilde's plays wherein he speaks of 
some lady's gown which.gave the impression it was conceived 
in a fury and put on in a tempest, o* some such. 

But there are the nicer prospects to contemplate and 
the hurly-burlies will be met and contended with as they arise, 
and a couple of weeks hence we shall gla^oe back and 
wonder why we made such a raoket about them, An4 besides 
there is always the Romeo Overature at the close of 
day and the promise of felicity that oomef with loosing 
one's self in it and the happy thoughts t of things fundamental 
and those, — or one who really matters,. 




Thursday, December 14th, 19500. 


Memorandums 

I attach King Rand's page from the Guest Book, 

And, aside from that, there is nothing of interest 
to report, so if you skip the balance of this letter and 
thus save a segment of energy at a time when life must be 
terribly rushed, you will have missed nothing at all. 

As I wrote the date line, the thought came to me 
that for some time I had been intending to mention a matter 
about determining dates that I find ever so useful. 


Twice before during the present month, I have started 
to mention it, and then it suddenly seemed so trite that 
I skipped it, for I have no doubt you have employed the 
system all your life which.my dull brain has but lately 
evolved for my convenience. But because you are always so 
charitable with my repetitions, I am going to mention the 
system regardless. 

I guess I always knew that any multiple of 7 during the 
30 odd days of the month invariably fall on the same day of the 
week, as for example, this present December when Kniprneyer 
Day is bound to be the 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th, That 
certainly can't be news to anyone, and yet,, for myself, 

I never before considered the matter at all. The result 

has always been that if somebody said something about 

an appointment on the 15th.or the 29th or when ever, my midd 

never automatically unrolled the four 7's of the month automatically 

so that I might readily establish which day of the week the 

date would fall. But now, and henceforth, whenever a new 

month starts, I shall n ote on which day the 7th appears, 

and so will easily determine any dates in between in establishing 

which day of the week they will appear, for, example, as 

in January, 1951,'the 7th will be on Sunday and all the 

following multiples of 7 will fall slap on Sunday, too, so 

that when someone telephones from town to ask for an appointment 

as, say on the 13th or the 22nd, I shall instantly realize 

they are talking about a Saturday or a Monday without any 

floundering around for a ’calendar, as in the past, 

frankly, did you ever hea* so much ,talk about anything 
so kindergarten-ish. 



I .L«- 
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Friday, December 15th, 1950 


Memorandum: 

* “y a 1 tel1 y° u that an elegant great big old package 
awaited me at the Post Office this morning -together with 
equally elegant fat envelope. 

And may I tell you further that the elegant big old 
package in the corner at the end of my armoir where I 
can glanoe at it from this vantage point as I am doing 

slap now, ’” v ' 4 1 --... . p 

equally elegant fat envelope 
of opening date which 
along about, noon 


whiie nestling^safely within the armoir is the 

* ■» awaiting the eventual pleasure 
for the latter, will be on the morrow 
------ --—i, it being Saturday, and for the package, 

along about first dark when it will be the hour when 1 am 
invariably alone. 

j or while both secretaries arrived at tr.e same time las' 
night, both of them failed to show up at all tonight, and 
so practice patience, drum up excuses of inclemency of the 
weather and health, and, on the side, even though Grandpa 
may not be listening, blow off a bit: of steam at the triflinj 
ways of my. secretariat. 

In view of the snarl into which postal deliveries have 
been effected by the current wild cat railroad strike, I 
guess we both did well this year to get parcel post business 
taken care of well in advance of the holiday peak. As for 
myself, I felt I was rushing the season a little when I 
forwarded my package to you, but now I find myself ever so 
glad that the matter was achieved whenoit was. 

Some of the larger school children hailed me this 
morning as I was marching to *renbourg. They were quite a 
piece behind me when I heard them calling. They wanted to 
tell me that yesterday in their school, - St. Mathew's, 
their teacher had taken time out to read them the story 
of The Black Swan from The .Negro Digest. • They asked if 
it was a really true story and if, as the teacher had said. 


un the social side, a. letter came for J. H. and Celeste 
from their physician brother-in-law, contemplating the 
impending joys at being with the family at Melrose on Christmas 
Prom here on put, he's a lost soul, so near as I can figure it 
out, and he must be a fool to boot,-but nevertheless I am 
glad he is, for it certainly releives pressure from the 
Wenk section to know that business has been patched up 

It is rumored the S. G. b-enrys .may remain in Baton 
•Rouge as the Junior S. G. 's may get away from where ever 
they are in Kentucky to spend the holidays with Papa and Mama, 
whioh means, I assume, they may all four make a round up here 
between Christmas and i*ew leers • 

So the holiday picture approaches a focus, and so I 
prove ray earlier statement that there was nothing to gain in 
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About 4 o'clock, this afternoon, their number swelling 
'from 4 to 12, 1;hey tapped on my portal. I suppose they were 
about fourteen years old but seemed rather older, what 
with the youths wearing long trousers and the girls obviously 
done up for a special occasion, which led me to believe they 
must have e one home before corning this way. . And so they 
had a good look at The Black Bwan and some of the other 
objects about the plaoe which seemed to interest them, 
after which, the weather being humid but mild, we sat on 
the back gallery long enough to have a ooke together and 
to finish off some cookies la knipmeyer had brought me 
yesterday. 

It was all very pleasant and when they departed, I sent 
a little note along to their teacher, inviting the teaching 
staf from the school to pass this way during the holidays, 
when, you may be sure, they will all appear in their best 
"bibb and tucker" and I shall listen w^th interest to 
what they have to say about one or two educational points 
I shall bring up for discussion after we .have made a 
litte tour and sipped a little glass of wine. 

I heard %. Dewey's pseeoh last night and was quite 
surprised at hie delivery which seemed so mucji more vigorous 
and inspiring than his B raS idential oarapaign orations. 

Among other things', I gather he painted the picture with 
unusually dark colors or else I fcave not yet grapsed the 
impending peril which he pictured with such foroe. I oouldn't 
help smiling to myself as he committed the blu der of 
underlining the fact that while greater taxes must be 
imposed, they must not be levied on the excess profits lists, 
ifrankly I haven't the vaguest means of determining if 
those 50 million dollar melons the u. 3. Steel Gpmpany 
have been cutting are already over taxed or not, but 
I suspedt U. a. Steel hasn't yet reached the point where 
it is necessary to start jingling a tin cup. But whether 
that be the case or not, it seemed to me Mr. Dewey again 
demonstrated what the members of his Party are always 
stupidly setting forth, - the rigors of great fortunes and 
while little Incomes must bear greater and greater burdens 
'in taxes, we mustn't so much as glance in the d reotion of 
the "big boys". 

At this moment there is a Christmas tree trimming party 
going on next door.' I was invited of course and of course 
declined. I also took the opportunity to decline another 
invitation that I knew would be forthcoming on the 27th, - 
which, according to my £ormula^ would be on a Wednesday, 
when the gentry of the ‘lower «oast" will '^assemble for egg nog 
ahd a heap of no account chatter Like early deliveries 
of Cnristraas packages this year, it is pleasant to realize 
a negative response to such parties is transmitted well 
in advance of the magical hour for assembling. 
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Saturday, December 16th, 1950. 


Memorandum: 

And so the Italian Doge, prevented by law from ever leaving 
his city, was asked, after his tour of Versailles, where he 
had been brought by the order of Louis XIV, was asked what 
miracle had impressed him most in the palace and gardens, to which 
he blandly replied; 

"finding myself here." 

And the same goes for me under such an unexpected date line. 

But I have had such a splendid late afternoon and eawly 
evening, I feel impelled to break custom and give up my role 
as The Saturday Night Trap plst. 

for this afternoon I had the triple pleasure of reading your 
two last letters and, after doing a modest bit of decor;.ting for the 
holiday season, I opened the big box and distributed all the 
pretty packages about, compromising with curiosity in but 
two instances, the little boxes, so light in weight and so 
intriguingly wrapped in white tissue paper and tied with silve 
cord. Somehow there was something about them that reminded 
me of the gay silvered cones that have continued throughout 
the year to grace my desk lamp, and I had a feeling there 
some something akin inside. 

And so you may picture the setting, for I explored the contents 
of each box, and the oarillo n entranced me to the point I 
had to do something about them forthwith. 

And so I banked the big old fireplaoe in m y living room 
With branches of magnolia leaves, twice as shiney the surfaoe of 
their waxy.dark green leaves with the black soot of the baok of 
the fireplace. And with such a back-drop I suspended the 
lovely collection of silvery bells, swinging from their soarlet 
ribbons, from the iron "L" and "S" atop the gudrdian andirons. 

The effeot is marvelous, and I need scarcely recall the 
setting to which these gay numbers t give such a marvelous note, - 
the great mirror above, with the fireplaoe below, its white brioks 
outlining the cavern below, black in the farthest recesses, the 
explosion of green magnolia leaves, the sturdy andirons, set off 
with their reppeotive o arillona. i'he bookshelf filling in 
tne balance of that end of the^ room seem to lend just the 

• e • • • • • ' ’ 



I 
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proper subdued color note so as almost to eoho the gleaming silver 
and soarlet dominating the entire oolor soheme, with the gay- 
blues and whites and red striped packages grouped on eaoh 
side of them on the brick floor of the fireplaoe itself. 

I cannot tell you how entranced I am at the whole business and 
how happy my entire holiday is going to be, thanks to your 
delicious gifts. I seem a little puzzled that I seem to have 
the fortitude to leave the other packages unopened, but I 
attribute this to the fact that because the decorations you provided 
are so complete in making a Joyeous setting, I seem to find contentment 
and complete satisfaction Just in contemplating the whole scene as 
it is, knowing full well that if I ever started prying into the 
othei beautifully wrapped packages before Christmas rive, I 
should never be able to get them back into the lovely shapes they 
now present and make glad my heart every time I glance in their 
direction. 

As for your letters, I conaur with everything you say, and 
subscribe but completely with everything you suggest regarding 
the layout. 

I attach the requested continuity for the two articles on 
Weaving and hope it is about as required, althou g h " 1 hope ' you 
wTlT mSke any additions or subtractions or alterations that seem 
pertinent, I think 1 mentioned I wrote Lucy Morgan requesting 
some particulars about the loom assuming she might respond by 
mentioning not only this one and others, but also some of the 
other i ems sent from Melrose to furnish the Cammie G. Hennry xtoora 
including beds, books, chairs, eto. Possibly we shall reoeive 
a letter covering these, and if so, I th, . we may lift out the 
sentences or paragraphs and insert them WH&re ever you think proper 
in the original article we are reproducing. 

Under separate cover, I am’ also sending baok the conv of 
the you so thoughtfully 

enclosed in your letter. TTiave corrected it. so that I believe it is 
up to publication standard now. Beginning on page 4 I have 
written a paragraph that will replace the one on that page - 
the name Augustin being replaoed by that of Marie Iherese ’and 
together with a few other words written i n between the lines o« 
the balance of the page and the succeeding one, together with 
a P^ase added on the next to the last page to bring the looal sugar 
production into line with the present, I believe the thing 

h OYl T f n ... -5 4- "U a«. A .. . . i. i ® 


corrections 


--- - j; ~ * uciiovu untj uni rig 

can boused. It goes without saying that together, V ou and 
could do a much better Job, but I th lnk that with the few 
added today, the thing will pass. 

I agree with you that this article should fall into the 
i? U S r * part P Q rhaps > immediately after the Melrose, 

-the Madam and outbuildings and all, and Just at the beginning of 

ri C v a * J h9 P° rtrai J B shou . ld be in the Yucca section, too, of course. 
It has been such a happy day, thanks exclusively to you and now t 

must go and contemplate my carillons some more 7 7 1 


Sunday, December 17th, 1960, 


Memorandum: 

And so I shall make three strikes on the envelope con¬ 
taining this Memo, and.'you w # ill be muttering in your beard; 

"There ought to be a Law....., n 

t w 

But it's a lovely Sunday night, with a nice fat moon, 
and although I haven't anything in particular to say, I 
cannot resist the impulse to chat a little, according to 
Sunday night 'custom. 

My day was consumed with a flock of oallers, half a 
dozen negroes at random hours, a flock of half grown blaok 
hogs sampling all the bulbs in the garden*, a dribbling of 
pilgrims and Blythe, Baul King down from Hartford and Blythe's 
sister, Willie Wynn White. Dr. Hand is in Suro Hospital, 

New Orleans, for a oheok u p , t and so ;he couldn't be here today. 

The Bands were entranced with the appearanoe of my festive 
fireplaoe and the carillons were new to the#, and they were 
delighted with them. They brought packages wrapped in red 
Christmas paper, wH oh make a very nioe .addition to those already 
clustered about the fireplaoe, - and I think vn u would like 
it, too. ^ , 

I dined aoross the fenoe, and we were nine at the board, - 
five of Celeste's kin folks from douth Louisiana . pleasant 
enough and dull' as could be. * F 

Of local hews, there <aoe»n't seem muoh, although I 
think I did not mention in m y Saturday Memo that on Friday 
night or' Saturday morning at 2 a.m. St. Augustine's sohool on 
Little Miver burned down. Hrom here~on ouTTfor th e "B a l ance 
of the school year, St. Agusutine's Church will be pressed 
into service as an educational make-shift, 

I must refer to your reoent letter making acknowledgement 
of the snapshots Joe Henry sent. You aBk if anyone ever remarked 
there was something about Lyle's appearanoe that resembled my 
own. It is curious you should have noticed it, for while 
no white person has ever referred to the b coincidence, 
several of the old negroes have, and for a while I used to 
suspect good old Zaline wasn't sura always if it was to 
Lyle or me she was chatting. He sourceful woman that she was, 
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sh© fi.naj.ly simplified the matter by calling both of us 
"Papa", although it always seemed to me Lyle's unusual 
height, - I 0 uess he must have been 6 feet 3 or 4 inohos, 
should have made identifioation easy for her. 

And may I congratulate you on the birghtness of your 
eyes in detecting the tell-tale belt Log was wearing. In 
reality it was mine at one time, and he loved it as rauoh as 
I was indifferent about it. Mr. • harness made one for me whioh 
I kept for sentimental reasons but those people in Austin 
whose name eleudes me* a-t* the moment, presented me with one 
that was almost a duplicate, with much silver buokle, hand wrought 
and all the other trappings, much too io flambouyant for my 
conservative inclinations. And so I was entranced when the 
Lark Luke viewed it with eyes of yearning. I did not know 
that he was still wearing it at the time the photo was "struck", 
for that must have been months if not a year since he had 
aoquired it. 

It goes.without saying that I hope the ensuing week will 
not be too much of a bang-up on your time and energies. I 
even go so far as to hope you-may get a few moments of 
relaxation or, if not that,,at least a few moments just for 
yourself, although 1 suppose that is in the class of miracles. 

I d^n'.t know how things will shape up here, but I intend 
grabbing off a little time to myself, - on Christmas dvei? if 
none other time. The k-leisers, or how ever they spell their 
name, are to spend Tuesday here, ^e is doing some painting 
in town, and one or two people have oome up fronl Bqw Glreans 
for portraits. But he wants to take one day out to absorb 
this bend of the river, and as both he and his wife are oharming 
people, it wilL be pleasant to have them. 

I shall have little time for reading, I reokon, for 
what 1 want ,to do on Areubourg and the Underwood will make my 
eye lids heavy when night closes down. Besides, I am in the 
literary doldrums at the moment, with nothing save "Bichard 
Carvell by the American Winston Ohurohill to read at the 
moment,'although I am hoping that-"The Brothers L-atamazov" may 
come this week, as I find that volume a good sermon to run through 
at this season of the year. 

u ne of celeste's friends in town, a Mrs. Millspaugh whom I 
have but twice met,-sent me an elegant big black ahooolate cake 
today, an^ as it approaches the hour for Les Moines to turn on the 
Piano Quartet, I am about to plunge through a shower, cut myself 
a couple of slabs of cake, round up a bumper glass of oold milk, 
and so flatten out, — after one goodnight look at my gay 
carillons. 
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Monday, December 18th, 1960. 


Memorandum: 

It was a lovely sunrise this morning, with rauoh ozone in 
the air and the thermometer at 31 as I headed up arenbourg way. 

But it must have been ever so muoh oolder, — ox hotter, — next 
door and over the fence, for the butaine tank serving that residence 
ran out of gas during the night and I reokon the ensuing wailing 
must have been impressive, 

1 guess the Post Office Department must have experienced 
a frofet, too, for the postman traveled mighty light today. 

I don't know why I assumed the annual flood of Christmas cards 
would start spilling over the dam this early but there was 
a pauoity even of that element. One thing is certain, no postman's 
back will bend by any load of holiday cards sent out by me. 

Selfishly enough, I seem to like receiving them but somehow never 
get around to send any. In fact it just occurs to me this 
year that there is a definite parallel between the exceedingly 
plain sheets of paper I send out and t-ose famous "garments" 
which, according to the old children's tale, were supposed to have 
been fashioned for some potentate, - how was the title of the 
story, - "The JSmpoBeor's iiew Clothers" or some such. In 
both instances, a heap of imagination seems required to oonjure 
up anything that suggests anything approaching tinsel. 


With all the talk these days about the Chinese delegation at 
the Waldorf, I frequently find myself trying to recall another 
old children's jingle that used to run something like this: 

• 

"There lived a sage in days of yore, 

-And he a handsome pigtail wore, 

But wondered muoh and sorrowed more 

Because it hung behind him. , , 

"He mused upon this ourious oase , 

And said he'd change the pigtails' place, 

And have it hanging at his face, 

Lot dangling t ere behind him. 

"So 'round and 'round and out and in, 

All day this puzzled sage did spin. 

But still it mattered not a pin, - . , 

The pigtail hung behind him." 


i 
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down the home stretoh toward, the holidays. And oddly enough 
I haven't uncorked a sniff of "sohnooze" in anticipation of 
impending festivities, hut the tenor of-my subject matter must 
certainly suggest some indulgence. 

But my guess is that this ^emo will reach your true hand 
either on Saturday, the 23rd or Tuesday, the 26th, and in either 
case the impending or r depending activities of the week end will 
be such that ponderous profundities will soaroely be in order 
from thLs quarter. 

Celeste tells me there is a new book out, - " Grand Bouquet".. 
or some such, by somebody named Stahl ., published in Los Angeles, of 
all places, and is a novel about Natchitoches. She seems to 
know said Stahl who lives at Robeline or some such place, a few 
miles west of Natchitoches in the hill billy section. She say3 
he is very nice and Eugene says when he knew him before the war he 
was very roustabout which gives me a very hazy concept of the 
gentleman,, since the opinion of either cuts scant ice in my pond. 
From what x hear of the book, it seems to be one of those things 
I frown mightily on, - a novel that tossws tosses in the names of 
real people as a kind of filler for the stage on whichathe 
fiotional character perform, as I understand it, in the presence 
instance, the oharao ers will be up s to something or other, and 
"then when we were down with J. and Celeste ^enry on their 
plantation" and so on and so- fprth. This puts me in mind of 
my stupidity in once having read something by Arthur Train, about 
a New York lawyer who entertained people I had known or known about 
and dunce me. * read the thing, thinking it a biography whereas 
in reality it was pure fiction. 

All in all, Berr Stahl and his book occupy a curious jumble 
in my mind at present, - nice and roustabout, .Lose Angelas s and 
Aatohitoohes, fiotion and fact, and I'm curious to see the 
gentleman and hope he doesn't oome by to honor me. 

I caught up with bes Moines,and the Piano Quartet last night 
and particularly liked the Mendleson item. The Baoh Pugue was 
pleasant, too, and although I wasn't.muoh impressed by the balanoe, 
being unfamiliar with it, still I frankly don't care muoj* what 
their program embraces, it is such a pleasure to hear them 
scamper up and down the keyboard with suoh adroitness and 
artistry. I should like to hoa* them do Tchaikovski's Dance of 
the Powers or Waltz of the Plowers or whatever that tuneful ditty 
is called. Their perfect synchronization ought to make it 
splendid. , 

V 

And so, for the moment, I fold, hoping the impending or 
depending holiday doings may hold a Leap of happiness for youl. 
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sunken garden picture not sent 

excellent idea about use of photos, Lyle at gate for his article 
and with goats in diary and also Chrles with madan for diary, 
all excellent suggestions but feel free to alter if you please 

filing idea with notation on Memos excellent 

use,of Little King with .Elephant Ear in borraon artiole excellent 


.running short of pictorial sketch or map of 
Melrose (end paper one) a few more would be handy 

Tuesday, December 19th, 1960 c 


Memorandumj 

Porgive the hodge-podge above, but I have jotted the things 
down in response to your letters of Wednesday and Saturday last 
past while a secretary was to hand, thinking this concentration 
of responses to questions might be the easier handled in this 
fashion for you, and at the same time guaranteeing that I 
would not forget half a dozen Of them when getting through 
with the avalanche of other mail that cascaded in upon me. 

And while I think of it, I want to say how glad I am 
that you, too, heard the Edward Murrow radio hour.. I hea^d it, 
too, and naturally was thinking of you every second. Isn t 
is a splendid program and how nice to know we were sharing it. 

I'm so glad you liked Caroline Dormon's artiole, for I 
liked it, too, and thank you much for providing me with a 
transcript. 

And that reminds me of another question you asked whioh 
was not answered above. I agree heartily with you that 
the "club house" should be altered to some standard word, suoh 
as "Lyle's residence" or perhaps "Yuooa", as that name will be 
established in the reader's mind by the-tirae it is encountered 
in that artiole; or perhaps "the home Lyle occupies" .or 
any suoh word or group'of words. I have always marveled that 
Lyle seemed so indifferent about one of the most interesting 
buildings on the place, but so it was. Jokingly he and the Madam 
sometimes referred to x ucca as "the club house" at such a 
time as mulatto nobility wefe invited to view Grandpere's picture 
or some suoh. 'I always suspeoted Lyle oonjured up the word 
in the beginning to break down any possible latent eye¬ 
brow raising by local white people, so that the impression would 
be made that the gathering wasn't so muoh in a home a3 in a serai - 
publio gathering plaoe, but such details have no place 
in our book and what was a utilitarian catchword required for the 
moment should not have been incorporated in the newspaper artiole, 
of course. 


e • 
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Wednesday, December 20th, 1950 


Memorandum 


First off, while I think, of it, Iwould apologize for an 
error in yesterday's top-page notations. We should, I think., 
eive the Madam 7 sons and 1 daughter. That is on the assumption 
the children are not named but merely lumped into a number. 

Yesterday I forgot Srwin who died, and Hdbert is still in the asylum. 

And seoondly, while I think of it, I think we should say in 
regard to Lyle's article about Melrose, something along this lines- 

When the present century was moving from its late teens into 
the early 1920's, Lyle Saxon, then a feature writer on the ^ew Orleans 
limes Picayune, made his first visit to Aunt Gamrnie aud Melrose, 
here are his first impressions of the lady and the place, as 
published immediately after; " (then let the article follow. 

In today's post came *twd notes, as of the 15th, referring 
to the Dormon article, and as the latter has already arrived, I 
shall start off by sayi© how I laughed when I read your lines 
about Miss Dormon being a bag for having had me spending my time 
galloping 'up and down the paths of the ^elrose ,_ardens from dawn to 
dusk. But you are perfectly right as to that phrase showing how 
little she understands about the local set up., and is too hard 
headed to pay any attention to hwhat I have tro tell her about 
how wrong sue is in wringing her hands before the "in-laws” and 
giving them more ammunition in their campaign to souttle the 
pice which they laok both the intelligence and oulture to 
comprehend. 

By the way. Miss Dormans address is 


Caroline Dormon, 

Briarwood, 

Saline, Louisiana. 

t • ‘ 

Briarwood is the name of her property, while Saline is the 
name of the nearest Post ^ffioe, * 

I must congratulate you, too, on the adriotness in which you 
fixed up the paragraph in question, and thanks to your artistry, 
it now seems to run along sbsx smoothly enough, 

•••• To be quite fair to Caroline, she is so wrapped up in her 
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plant business that she never has aotually seen the Melrose you and 
I know, carMes nothing about its history, and is a little resent¬ 
ful the matter of color should ever be mentioned in connection with 
the place, I think, and disapproves, I believe, of the portraits 
grao’ng Yucca. It must be said that iiiss Dormon is exceedingly 

kind tb birds and aniftals and negroes, but, so far as she is con¬ 
cerned, I think, all three are in the same class, worthy of one’s 
kindness but.not to be classed as human beings. 

A copy of Mr. .Latham's letter to you reached me in today's post. 

It appears the initial approach was alright. If it turns out, 
as Helen's quotation from the Dallas number regarding Maomillan's 
lack of interest in such a pieoe, I suppose Harper or Hastings House 
should be next on our list. In view of past performances of a 
personal nature, perhaps the Hastings would be the easiest nut to 
crack; but we shall see. It has always been my undestanding 
that the Kola i J ance opus made itioney for Hastings. I wouldn't 
know about the Gilmore item, but when it comes time to tap on 
the Hastings door, we shall not, at least, be unknown. 

I wonder if you had the luck to hear little Miss Bankhead 
on Bob Hope's show road "My country, 'tis of thee", - and if you, 

“did, you found it as inspiring as did I. In the fibber McGhee 
show, I liked the rendition to music of "'Twas' the night before 
Christmas", - a seasonal poem I have ’always liked but never heard 
before with a musical accompaniment. 

* From talk and from various other reaction coming to hand following 
the Dewey speeoh, I conclude that gentleman did the oountry a 
distinct dis-servioe for it appears ev.ryone listening, including 
myself, got the impression Mr. .uewey was pointing out to us 
that old Uncle Joe might be hiding behind every door, ready* 
to spring out on us. I think that was an over statement, and 
what is more, I am inclined to think Uncle Joe hasn t any atom 
bombs up his sleeve either. Had he had any, I think, he would 
already have loaned a oouple to the "volonteex" Chinese armies, 
and my guess is that Uncle Joe while anxious to push people around 
as rauoh as he can, hasn t the slightest h intention o'f opening 
the way for an "over rife egg" on his own dome? Surely, if things 
look as frightening as Mr. Dewey pointed out in his scare speeoh, 
then in that same speeoh he should have oiled on certain Congress¬ 
men, including Senator Taft, to stop attempting a'ssination of 
the character of the Secretary of State, for were Uncle' Joe 
actually hiding behind the door, it would be no time to trty 
souttling the Administration through Buoh a high official as 

atchinson who, so far as I know, has always been alright. 

• - 

But if the political boys are just naving fun, slinging 
custard pies at eaoh other, and' I hope that was what the last week 
business was mostly concerned with, I, personally, will drown them 
out, for thanks’to the Heading Machine I nightly can have Mozart and 
Beethoven and whoever wants Dewey and Uncle Joe oan have them. 


Thursday, December 21st, 1960. 


Memorandum: 

May I tell you that little old Banache is sitting here 
slap under the pine cones suspended from my desk lamp, and 
that none of Hojankovski's children ever looked more gay 
and transmitted the-same sensation to me more completely. 

And so, as Panache's presence indicates, your thoughtful 
air mail arrived this morning. It goes without saying that 
not only do I love every bristle in Panache's svelt fur coat, 
but every word in your accompanying message. 

One of my secretaries arrived just two minutes before the 
Knipmeyers, and so I let them entertain themselves in the drawing 
room while Murrell and I, behind closed double doors, skipped 
through your grand letter. It is possible M r . Brew may 
pass this way later tonight, but I am not waiting for a second 
reading before chatting with you. 

^t was so kind of you to give me the details of your 
appointment at Macmillan's, and I take it you were favorably 
impressed by Mj. Latham. It must be allowed that as a rule 
publishers of that stamp are almost invariably pleasant and 
I am glad it proved so in the present instance. 

And although the pressure of time must have been an 
enervating element, still you may find some compensation daring 
the holidays that momentarily, at least, someone else is having 
to struggle with the business, thus giving you a rauoh deserved 
opportunity to forget "the ohild” temporarily. 

When Hastings House is eventually enoodntered, I think you 
will find Walter -“razee pleasant, too, only let us hope there 
will be a restful interlude during the Macmillan examination 
so that you may have just a little chance to oatoh your breath. 

I am only doping the "excuse" cold has not in reality 
progressed in the’wrong direotion and that by now it may be 
all gone. And at the same time, I hope your belated arrival 
at the offioe, following the lower 1 6th Avenue exousion, did 
not find too many long faces and too muoh work piled up as 
a consequenoe of your absence. It is impossible for me to tell 
you how noble- ± think you are to have engineered all this business 
slap at the businest time of the whole year, and I am 













should be dated the 22nd and 
not as below. 


holding the thought that what with all the other demands, 
domestic and business, it hasn't been too much'lor you. Please 
please give a thought to yourSelf sometimes, for all the books 
on earth don't amount to a pincfc of bug dust as oompared with 
your own good health. 

I subsecribe wholeheartedly to your treatment of the 
.ob i tuar y in fixing up the one version by transposing from 
the other to make it jibe properly. So far as the newspaper 
from which it is taken gones, it doesn't make a particulo of 
difference how the matter is handled. 

I hope you may be able to contact the. same young man 
with whom you spoke when the manuscript is returned, for it 
is possible he may have soifie valuable suggestions to make or 
some reasons for rejection. It seems to me it is extremely 
difficult for those of us living so close to a thing to hope 
to get a detached viewpoint, and thus we often skim over or 
totally omit all reference to one salient element or other 
that may be imperative for the oasual reader 1 d understanding of 
the -business at hand. 


Friday, Deoember 23rd, 1960 


Memorandum: 

How nioe to find your lovely Noel card by air in today's 
post, and now nice to know all memoranda and items of bulkier 
nature have reaohed your true hand. 

It is so much like you to be so thoughtful, and my only 
hope now is that from here on out until Christmas has passed, 
you may find one or two little moments to just do nothing but 
relax. 


The more I think of the adroitness with which you handled 
the Macmillan appointment, the more masterful ^ think your 
execution of the time element. If Mr. h a rt will only give 
us some of his own ideas regarding the manuscript, how helpful 
it is likely to prove. 

Today's mail was fairly heavy again but made up primarily 
of cards from various quarters, including many a name I don t 
recognize, - probably pilgrims in some caseB who were forgotten 
before they got well beyond the front gate. But it is nice 
to know they remembered their visit. 

Among today's visitors were a oouple delegated to 
petition me to speak at t he college early in January. What¬ 
ever the oonolave is.about", I am uncertain, as 1 had two sets 
of people going at the same time. - one inside and one on 
the back gallery, and I didn't ask details. They explained 
that it is the oustom to oast about-Louisiana or Texas to 
seoure someone of distinction to deliver the address, but 
they didn't explain what had happened this year that their oustom 
had been altered and they had turned to me, I wouldn't 
give them a definite answer before early next week, and 
in the mean time I may see somebody from the allege, - perhaps 
Dr. Coombs or Dr. Myser or some suoh, and shall then determine 
if my response will be affirmative or negative. 

A little note on a Christmas card from Nina demonstrates 
that I must have been talking through my hat in a letter to her 
a mont)? ago, or possibly the doings in Corpus Christi where 
she now finds herself has her in suoh a tizzy she misread 
my letter, for in the note Bhe expresses her condolence over . 
the death, - not of Grandpere, - but of Clemence, saying how 
gifted she always felt she was, eta. Isn't that a sight. 


Somehow I am especially 'delighted to learn that 
the sea-faring man will be able to spend this Christmas season 
at home. It is by suoh evidences as these that the full 
import of the now world in whioh we ifiind ourselves comes into 
our consciousness, it seems to' me. For while all of us have 
known all about the cutting down of time as between here and 
there, it awaits some example suoh as this to •wring home the 
possible blessings of speed when employed for the happiness of 
so many My w own Christmas will be the happier because 
you toli me of this episode, for when one realizes the 
tremendous happiness it must mean to others, one's own happi¬ 
ness oannot help but glow the brighter. 

Pat came home at supper time to s^end his Christmas 
vacation here. He said he was at the General's house last 
night and that Junior had already arrived, so the General 
will rpbably not come to'^elrose for *hristmas, whioh is 
perhaps just as well for our plans in-la ^ataille de la DihUotheque 
^at knew nothing of the business, and so I laid down my next 
barrage in that direction, both for his consideration and with 
the request, when 1 saw he was on our side, that he use his 
good offices on Joe when he arrives on Sunday I jnight add that 
as a Christmas greeting, I Bent the General an air photo, ( with 
some reference to the M adam's love for the plaoe. ^ut don t let 
me^deceive you or ine, for come to think of it, it Wasn't as 
a hristmae greeting, although in that guise, but merely subtle 
propaganda in the battle being waged.. But it is time for me to 
break off, I see. Panache is so nioe, - not to mention Lydia. 
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. In : your last latter you mentioned your inability to 
find candles for the Chapel but you will be glad to 
know that the lovely white Christmas tree candles of 
a former hoel are still mighty in their potential light 
giving flames, and they will graoe each end of the altar 
0n Christmas ^ve, with the taller tapers in the wrought iron 
oandleabras towering above them. I put aside the taller 
tapers during the summer so the heat would not wilt them, and 
whenoooler days came in u ctober, J- returned them to their 
original position, so that.both they and the Christmas tree once 
will unite their forces tomorrow night and Christmas night 
and on Hew Year's eve as well. 

tfhe Chapel looks unusually lovely tonight for the 
waxing moon is rising over far off -Little River and its oblique 
rays shimmer with unusual mellowness through the- stained 
glass from the top point down three quarters of the way where 
the intervening pointed roof line of the African House, 
between the Chapel and the moon add a second geometrical design 
of darkness that is weijd and lovely. 

Last night I listened to my, favorite Christmas story, - 
"Miracle on 34th Street , and although the script seems to 
be s ightly altered each year and even though Margaret O'Brian 
didn t have the juvenilp part, I still found it my favorite 
radie play. Afterwards X had a little mid-night supper all 
by myself, , some crackers and Rooquefort whioh Rudolph 
had sent some little sausages one of my negro friends had brought 
me and a can of chocolate maited milk, iced. When I was done, 

I plunged through a quick shower, drew baok the portieres 
on the White Garden side and with only the moon to light 
the scene, listened for an,hour to Beethoven and Mozart. 

In the midst of the-f^rst go-round of the 12th Sonqta I 
noticed a cotton tail 1 frdicing half ,way between the’gallery 
and the sun dial, - the rabbit's tail and the column of the 
sun dial seeming so bright in the moonlight. Ihe first 
rabbit was joined by a second and smaller one, hopping about 
over the Giqnt's -“eard and stopping occasionally to point 
their ears skywayrd. I don t know i f this was their'first 
acquaintance with Mozart, but be that as it may, they seemed 
to respond to it v\ith delight. Abruptly they scampered and 
a minute, later the bamboo parted and the ^ark ■‘'uke crossed the 
garden. said he had heard some pretty'tinklin' music and 
thought he would come and listen for a while, thinking he would 
sit on the gallery without "worryin 1 " me, for r suppose he 
had assumed the portieres would be aaawn. .And eo he finished 
the little sausages and a glass of wine and he. seer od fascinated 
by the tinklin'", Xhanks to various circumstances but 
mo st o£ all to you, it-was a lovely evening ....... 


Sunday, Christmas five, 1950. 


Memorandum: 

And so here we are, after a cloudless, warm, summer-like day, 
with a full moon risin e behind the Afrioan House, equaling the 
'light on bob sides of the staind glass window in the Chapel where 
the tall white tapers and the squat Christmas tree candles are all 
aglow. I 

Thanks to you, it has been such a lovely Christmas eve. 

About an hour ago, after all the hubub of the day had vanished, 

I opened all your Chirstmas gifts, and each has delighted me more 
than the preceeding. I was alone in the living room sitting 
in front of the fireplace where the double sets of carillon lent 
enchantment to the 'd’afk recesses' of the ohimuey and its heavily 
banked cavern of dark green magnolia leaves. First off, I 
suspended all' o'p’eVa'tions to hang the gay gold bell in the 
fat envelope just at the center pane 0 f t. e window along side 
my desk and immediately above 'the aquarium, . so that every time 
I glance toward the sun dial, splashed in moonlight, I see it 
through the frame of the big Liberty number. I'm crazy about 
it, 'and I know full well it is going to exoite all kinds of 
interest, - ana, I fear, a desire to fiddle with it, on the 
part of many of my colored oallers on the morrow. 

Hext I oPSLea the flat handkerchief box and I shall 
bless you more than once for that' timely gift, for I had somehow 

run low on that item, and one of these will be so gay the next 

time X make a public appearance in my "Sunday clothes", The 
coloring of the design of all is so perfect that it >vill harmonize 
nicely with any color suit I may chance to get rigged up in, be it 
blue or gray or brown, but in the initial instanoe I think I 
shall wear a gray with a faint blue stripe, for i seem to have 
inherited a flock of such lately. 

And at this moment X pause to sample another flestle's Cruonch 
which have been sampled so often during the past hour, for that box 
I opened next ana was alt gather delighted, for as you know, ohoeolate 
is my favorite flavor, and while, in line with your suggestion on 
the wrapping, X may share a nibble or two with friends, X don't mind 

confessing that these are so very special, one will graoe my 


night table every time I get around to folding up for the day, 
and I shall absorb Hestle's and radio programs all at t.e same 
sitting, with thoughts naturally oo^eutrating, as usual, in a 
very pafticular direotion, I declined a high ball at Geleste's where 
I dined today, and haven't had a sip of wine in days, so that 
my impulse to consume oandy ia beyond regression, and X must 
pause for another bite as I turn this page. 
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The marvelous soarf oame next, together with the lovely 
card.dominated by little colored angels. To me, both are so 
delightful to contemplate, I think. 1 shall just keep them both 
for a while so that on dark days, T oan draw them from the armoir 
and thus discover sunshine spilling all over the place at their 
appearance. 

As for the cigarettes, I have one of the packs in my pocket 
right now and don't intend lighting it for another half hour yet, 
at which time I am repairing to the back gallery where the 
reading machine is already awaiting me. There, as Mr. Hrowita 
fills the White Garden with t.,e tinkle of his Mozart's 12th 
and nerr von Deec oven's moonlight, I shall light my first cigarette 
as my gaze travels from the moonlit garden to the taper lighted 
Ghapel and back again perhaps a Aestle's Cruch or two along 
side, just to make evlrything complete. *nd completeness will 
be even more impressive because I shall be wearing, as I am 
5ight now, the elegant shirt ....pardon me, ....I just dropped 
a piece of Crunch on to the bank where rest 'the little hammers 

one which the individual letters are attached.the shirt is 

so elegant, and fints so perfectly. I love the material, the out, 
the color and its short shirt-tail, and not the least, the double 
buttons on the cuffs, ,so that, wi.en I go put to spend a 
pleasant half hour or so on the gallery, A can wear the sleeves 
buttoned tight or loose, as the night air•seems to recommend. 

If your .Christmas ^ve has had but half the qlet and happiness 
that have been mine, then you, too, at this moment, are as filled 
with gratitude to God that His blessings have been so rioh and 
that by having given, as to me, one friend who means everything, 
then He is to be blessed forever and forever. 

As for yesterday, the weather was much like today and 
a few people, of both races, passing this way to make things pleasant. 
Mrs. .Coombs dropped by for a moment in the morning to drop a 
little gift, - after shav ng lotion, and then to breeae on, her 
oar heavily laden with Christmas toys for poor children scattered * 
along J -ittle ^iver, and particularly to the home of 4 children whose 
mama died yesterday. At 11, Bli(Hdith Mahlers) came by on her 
way from "orman, °klahoma to Baton -'OUge. She had Miss noover with 
her, some kin of Herbert's, - nieoe or some suoh, and it was good to 
see both ladies who staid to dinner. Bli said sr.e seldom sees 
Mr. i'ipes but that he seems to like his work which has to do with 
films at the Cniversity, but I know -not what. 

• 

She Joe ^enrys came from Texas along about first dark and 
catse over to get me, after a little chat, to have a highball at 
Celeste'?. I like,them both, and what with Pat here, too; it waB 
all very pleasant. 

But I notice it is time for me to be-take myself to 
mein lieber Wolfgang, and that means somebody else in spirit, somebody 
who has made my Christmas so happy... 


Christmas flight, 1960. 


‘Jemor andum: 


The thermometer didn't harmonize with the date line. 

All day the sun shone bright and it was so warm sitting on the 
gallery was ever so pleasant. It is cooler- now that the 
moon is up but still amply warm enough for me to enjoy an 
open air musical a little later. 

I breakfasted with,Joe and Juanita for perhaps an hour or so. 

It was all very pleasant, and on finishing we all laughed at our 
concerted efforts to sell Melrose to each'other, what with all three 
of us having always been so thoroughly sold on the place. 

The 'ienks came’ at 11, and everything was gushing in 
the love department, only they knowing how genuine it might be, but 
to an innocent bystander like myself it all seemed ridiculously over¬ 
played. * Chri traas tree at Celeste’s at 11 , and dinner at noon. 

An hour's talk with Sister after dinner and they returned to Shreve¬ 
port. Supper at the big house and rather unpleasant, Dan being 
hi^h and determined to be unhappy and to make everyone just as much 
so as possible. Joe walked as fa. as my gate with me just as the 
moon was rising. He had many kind things to say to me, and from what 
■points he touched on, I gathered there had been a disoussion about 
the’library, and that he and J. H. are determined nothing is going 
to be moved. 

During their stay the Wank children were busy in the gardens, - 
Dloyd, 11 , and John 9, and both of them receiving from their ‘parents 
a 22 rifle for each. Shreveport has a law against permitting* 
children to have fire arras* I think a rifle for a 9 year old is 
dangerous business. There was much cannonading but they only 
killed a few robins. 

Irma Somperyac Dillard and, Miss Ju&ie Brudhomme, Lestan's nieoe, 
came to see mo this afternoon. Just as they arrived, a message 
came from ^ittle King, inviting me to his wedding to take place 
within the hour at Puny's and Selma's, next house adjoining the 
Hand camp, flo others outside the families of the bride and groom 
were invited and I was sorry, in a way, I couldn't get away. 

It is interesting when after a two year period of-"companionate marriuge' 
during which two daughters have been begotten that-a legal marriage 
should be consummated, little King, I believe, returns to Maryland 
on Thursday. 

This noon a telephone call was put through to fl aton Houge to 
give everyone heat an opportunity to chat with the 3. G.'a - seniors 
and juniors. Dut only the wife of Junior :-hanoed to be at home 
as the rest of the family were attending a funeral. It was 
one of the Melnness boys, about Pat's age,•*1•think he is or was 
an L. 3. G, student. I have no particulars about hie death. 









Ho is the eldest son of Nina's husband by his previous marriage. 

What a Christmas for that family. 

* As invariably happens at this bend of the river, everybody I 
expected to come to see me did not appear, and everyone I didn't, did. 

I sometimes think, that as in Humor, so Christmas, if successful, 
is bound to have a telling element of surprise in it, and while 
most of the colored friends passing this way wore of long standing, 
they just ohanced to be ones 1 hadn't seen in quite a while, so 
we all had much to talk, about, getting caught up on much 
long neglected gossip. 

. last night's radio* mentioned holiday deaths at the rate of 
5 per hour, but as up to now I haven't heard of the Grim Beaper 
appearing along this stretch of the river. About 3 o'clock this 
’morning on the road just this side of the spillway a ear 
turned over three times, and late today it was still resting 0 n 
it top and its foiir wheels high in the air, but somehow or other 
none of the Bed Biver occupants were scratched. 

As for myself, it has been one of the pleasantest Christmas days 
I oan remember, The inevitable gathers haven't been prolonged and 
can be disposed of as those necessary requirements which are the 
better if discharged With all possible dispatch, with the balanoe of 
the day left for real Christmas spirit. I wonder, and yet I have no 
doubt that you can understand my feelings when I say to you that 
in spite of the pretty presents coming my way they all seemed incidental 
and by the way, following my own little Christmas party last night. 

It seems rather odd to me as I turn the matter over in my mind, and 
yet in all truth I must confess to you that after oepning 
Lydia's gifts, all my sensations had reached the saturation point and 
it was they that matter, and everything coming after them, either 
last night or today, while pretty, somehow just didn't seem to 
oount. % , • 

It goes without saying that I wore my new shirt which goes so 
nicely with kaki trousers and it felt so good fo-r in such an instance 
it is impossible to separate the gift from the giver. And it was nice, 

. each puff of ray own cigarettes, and for the identical reason. And 
this morning while sipping my coffee, it was equally pleasant 
to let the toast and bacon and eggs go bye, for I had already 
sampled another "‘estle s at dawning and I knew I houls want another 
before noon so that coffee would be all I wanted to get the day going. 

I cannot help pondering on this attitude and after wondering what 
is wrong with me, coiping to the conclusion of most simple minded 
people that I couldn t possibly be wrong in this particular matter, 
ffor reduced to the essentials involved, I guass it comes down to 
the faot that we are 'inclined to feel that whatever oome-8 to us a s 
fX0n_$he heart of anothe r outweighs e verything e ls e in the w orld 
\ JhAt-may some from all^ others', many'of whom we may T.ove, but~slnce 
that degree of_ affection cannot be measured in terms of tie other, 

| nothing from the others oan possible ever mean so much as that from 
the particular one.. 

iifrt' • ' • _ h.. __— — * a a gg - L 
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Tuesday, .December £6th, 1950. 


Memorandum; , 

• v " 

How nice to have your air mail Currier and Ives in this 
morning's post; , 

I am so glad everything to through alright and that 
you found it alright, after I had shipped the package, f it 
ocoured to me you might be prepared, on receipt, to open up 
a cotton-exohang.e of your own, but I hope the stuff could somehow 
bd absorbed into a convenience disposal unit without too much 
excitement. iTof years that bale of yellow cotton has 
been "worrisome'' but two more shipment.8, and 1 guess it will 
be just about non-existant. 

The mails continue rather iie. vy and there seem to be flocks 
of be-lfeted “hrietmaa cards ooming from expeoted and unexpeoted 
quarters. I'Was glad to' have a line from the Hills in Hong Kong, 
for I think they have been un^er the ijpression I have had their 
Asiatic address which 1 haven t, and so have felt a little cut off 
from them. It juet oocured to me as 1 made out an envelope, on 
receipt of theirs, that there was nothing on their return addres, 
save "Hong Kong", and I suddenly wondered if that place is 
currently considered a part of China, or is it completely 
British, or what. Ian t it odd how tings like that rock along 
for years without one giving it a thought until some suoh 
occasion to use the name arises. 

f . ' ' 1 

Today's pilgrims included Borne people from .Denver, - 
not the C arroll a 'who oara^ a month or so ago, but some other 
people whose names I don t recall at the moment. It isn t 
quite clear to me, either, just how they got the idea, sitting 
off in Colorado, that they ought to pass this way but such seemed 
to be the ca'se. They were interested in two junior concerns, - 
one was to see this place and the other jvas to get me to do some¬ 
thing about saving from destruction some of the feWi early 
granite made mansions of the early mining millionaires of 
that city. It seams they are threatened with anWilation by 
the more "progressive" elements in the Denver Chamber of Commerce, 
qnd so.’-.ebody directed them to take up the matter with me. 

Just how I got ixed up in the business isn’t clear 
n8 yet, but I shall pxotaby eventually f nd out. In the mean 
time 1 shall take a few shots in the direction of.the ‘ookies 
and see what reverberations are forthcoming. Of course 
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the Denver mansions are oomparatvely new so far as your point 
of view and mine are oonoerned, for none of these old 
homes are probably much more than 65 or 70 years. And 
it must be admitted that they were built when the world was 
at one of its most lamentable low ebbs arohiteoturally speaking 
when the great Silver Kings of the 1870's and 1880's 
were intent in squandering fortunes on jim-crack residenoes 
in granite, more or less imitating Carpentry Gothio. 


And yet it seems to me these buildings, although pretty 
hideous arohiteoturally, merit preservation as monuments 
to the way of life that flourished in such a florid manner when 
Denver oame into being, and I shall try to do something about 
it,.eventually. 

If memory serve? me, Gunther in his "Inside U. S. A." says 
the Denver press isn t on too high a level, but I shall be 
able t get somebody^to put me in touch with some Kdith Wyatt 
;oore of the and i shall send her a pattern to 

follow in writing up the old homes, together with much doings 
about the famlies of the builders, and eventually through suoh 
a medium, and a bit of drum-beating on other fronts, may eventually 
stave off the use of the pick axe. 


Perhaps you had an opportunity to hear the Bob hope show 
with Big Crosby as guest, I .don't know as it as particularly 
, hilarious but I found in it that nicety of balance between 
the serious and the gay that made it unusually inspiring. Sometimes 
Ii.am inclined to think that the best sermons are not those droned 
out in a cathedral, bogged down with vast and serious profundities, 
but rather are they those little aragraphs, pearls'of wisdom, 
that are seemingly tossed in without intention between the 
laughing lin^s of the radio’Comedians, and all the better 
entertainers seem to be those whose scrip contains 
the ?olid bits along with the lighter stuff. 


* 

Somebody once remarked about the difference between 
Melrose and Datohea .tours as stemming from the faot that 
in Natchez they got an ante bellum charade only. Well, from 
where I sit, they don't get many hoop skirts -paraded before their 
unimaginative minds. But all suoh questions are for others 
to solve, but there must be some parallel between mirth and 
the serious aspects of life, and if they oan discover it in George 
pushing down a fence to oome to grace my gallery, that is 
fine, and X shall,.be glad to receive,.instruction. 


*. A ^t the hour grows late and I have a couple of things 
to so before X call it a day, and begin reading one page from 

nLf a ISJ ite going to bed. flor The Brothers Karamazov 
oame today and although belatedly, I shall still rend about them 
for my preferred.Christmas sermon.. 


eecr w. 
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Wednesday, Deoember £7th, 1950. 


Memorandum: 


j It's bitter; after all our summer weather, for a 

breeze came out of the Kast during the night and all day 
the thermometer huvered around 32 and tonight it will 
go down into the 20'-By 

I 

And from all this, you may imagine I was up and abroad 
at an early hour, putting some extra duds on the Arenbourg 
"children", for while their "footsies" are oosey enough 
in their cotton hull bedding, their arms might get a little 
chilled, and so I was as busy as a chicken on a hot griddle 

for a while this morning. 

.. • 

The holiday continues, so far as hon-occupational pursuits 
go on the plantation, for nobody wants to labor out of doors 
in obtaining temperatures. 

When I got back to Yucca I fqund Beau, Log, Puny, Peter and 
Little King awaiting ray coming, -‘■t was ^ood to see them all and 
to hear how things turned on *hristmas. Little King could only 
i.tay a few minutes as he had to catch a plane to fly him back 
to Maryland, but it was pleasant all the boys could be togeher 
for a nip of belated '■'hristraas wine and cookies, 

I missed Lowell Ihomas tonight but i did hear a five 
minute news cast which gave the name of the new Ambassador to 
Spain, i had intended asking you if you reoall the name of 
the actress who figured in Mr. Griffith's yaohting parties 
in the 1930's. She was a big girl, as I reoall, verging on the 
Mthel German type, and I have heard her on the radio a few times,- 
the last time in the role of Becky Sharp in Vanity Pair, but her 
name eludes me. It is 3heer idle curiosity that impells me to 
want to reoall her name, but if I ever do or not matters not 
a whit. 

< 

i remember her apartment on the South West corner of 
5th avenue and was it 11th Street, - the Morth West corner 
or the w ole block being ocoupied by that nice dingey old 
stone chuloh, - an Episcopal one, as I reoall. It's so 
odd the name of that bag has eluded mo. 

But In speaking of one aotress reoalls the favorable 


i 


» 
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comment'I have stumbled over on the air about Anne warding 
in the new film about Justice W. W, u 0 lmes, - something 
about tome kind of a Yankee, but the exact title eludes me, 
too, I suppose the premiere will be given shortly, or perhaps 
the picture has already been released, and I know with what 
anticipation you must be looking forward to seeing it, and 
particularly little ^iss Harding 

And eing in such a forgetful m<pod, I don t even recall 
the title of Katherine -Drinker D 0 wen s biography of Justice 
Holmes, - "Yankee from Mount Olympus 8 or some such, but 
I recall how **re. Justice Holmes flitted through that 
delightful book, and especially the paragraph describing 
how Madam nolraes in later years had all evening gowns, cut 
with low neck lines, so rigged up with whale bone and netting, 
so that she must have been something of 'a sight when 
appearing at formal functions, 

I am wondering whatever happen to “hrs. Bowen and the 
biography she was doing of old John Adams. I haven't heard 
anything about that lady's efforts since her letter referring 
to the «darns biography, and I am wondering if she ever finished 
it, or if, perhaps, it went stale on her hands, For the life 
of me I could never imagine how' she could ever breathe life 
into such a character who somehow always impressed me as having 
had' scant warmth while alive, for surely all American history, 
nobody was ever quite so low teraperatured as both old Johp and 
his son, John kuin'cey 

How pleasant it is to chat with you as usual at this 
hour while across the fence the gentry of the ^ower Qoast are 
sipping egg-non and fruit cake and chattering like a nest of mag¬ 
pies. I guess the nicest -art about it is that they all are having 
a wonderful time and I am "bien tickle" to be thus able to 
settle affairs of the world on the old Underwood, aiter which, 
in lieu of egg-nog, I shall have a round of chocolate milke and 
a slab of'fruit cake while Alexander bco rby will take over to 
read me a page or two from the Hostievski Opus.Celeste did 
her best this morning to get me to promise I would break my 
cust m and attend the function, which was certainly kind of her, 
while at supper tonight Joe and Juanita tried their hand at the 
business but didn't get to first base, but we had fun in the tug 
of war which came to nothing. But there will be so many people 
present, I shall lever be missed, but at the same time I 
know that Herr Scoupby hnd Herr Mozart woula both be terribly 
up-set, if weren t here to commune a bit with both. Hon t 
you think so. * 

And so, for this sitting, I fold up my beard. It's been 
nice chatting, and I shall feel the happier because in playing 

the lkth Bonota, I shall not s em to be alone at all. 

■ 

m 
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Thursday, December 28th, 1960. 


Memorandum: 

Fortunately the post was scarce today, giving me an 
opportunity to catch up on some of the stacks of cards and 
note? coming to hand during the holidays. < 

• « 

The enclosure from i^adam Hake held something of a surprise, 
sinoe i had-never dreamed she would slap personal correspondence 
into print without a "by your leave". It is quite true that 
what she quoted was obviously from my pen, but the preface 
was a bit on the hilarious side, as I think you will readily 
agree. 

And, if you don't.mind my inclination to point out such 
an obvious truth, the article just goes to show that whatever 
impression is created in the daily press, scant credence can be 
placed on the printed word. 

■^t is plea ant to report that the thermometer began rising 
around 10 o'clock this morning and the promise of a low of 40 for 
tonight impelled me to remove the garments from the Arenbourg children 
a few hours earlier. The sheets and pillow cases I had used to 
enshroud them were enchanting objeots when 1 removed them, for 
the thin coating of ice, - it had drizzled a little early last 
night, had converted the sheets into huge balo 0 n- sha P ed objects 
while the pillow cases looked like somethough out of the 
wardrobe of a Ku Klux member. The thermometer never got above 
46 all day, what with a heavy cloud coverage, but again tonight 
the weather man assures us it will not vary 5 degrees during the 
night, and so all is well on the Freeze Front tonight. 

The report of last night's party was favorable on all sides 
except that Hat remained in bed until rather late, and Joe 
didn't get out of bed until supper time, both of them experiencing 
up-set stomachs. I recko^ it may have been the- fresh pork r'oast we 
had for supper rather than the egg-nog that followed. 

And speaking of egg-nog, I must say I don't care much about 
the type Celeste^usually serves, which is more or lees in the nature 
of a sea foam or froth that "stands on its own feet" and is 
eaten with a spoon, Personally I like the kind that can be 
sipped. I used to make them every day in the early 1940’s when 
every afternoon the Madam and I would.-have a go at the stuff, but 
perhaps I put too much whiskey in mi ne or ^ 00 mu °k cream, but 
be that as it may, m y specialty was the type that poured rather 
than the type that.stood - still. I have recently heard that 


$ 
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a good grade .of ice cream well beaten, with the whiskey pour 
in as the beating is in'process makes an excellent egg- n og, 
but I never tried it. But if it ever fell to me to stir up such 
a concotion agftin, I think T should like to try the ice cream 
idea, for it would cerainly save a ^ot of excitement that 
always goes along with beating the white separately from the yokke, 
and after the latter has been beaten, the cream, ana then the whole 
beaten into one great big business as the whiksey is being added. 

Mr. McKinney, the new overseer, arrived this afternoon 
and will take up his residence here forthwith, I suppose. Joe 
-and. -Juanita-will leave tomorrow, if Joe feels equal to the 
drive to Houston or Gonroe and on Saturday the S. G. Henrys will 
arrive from 3aton Rouge ,for the week end, And speaking of 
the 3. G.'s, the enclosure came to hand only today, although from 
the cancellation,'it was obviously mailed on the .,24th. I 
find no reference to the air shot of Melrose which should have reached 
their true hand about December 18th. Berhaps the post was 
delayed in that direction-, too. Then, too, since tlje little 3. G.'s 
were already arrived, perhaps papa was too busy playing ^anta to 
get more than a scrawl into the mails. 

In. spike of the elamy weather, pilgrims braved^&he elements 
but I left -word- at the **ost Office -thalTT'. could see ho one, for 
Arenbourg had first claims today, and I wanted to see some people 
on the place tis afternoon about giving me a hand to do some things 
there when the atmosphere and the holidays .have altered themselves, 
hast night 1 felt noble bout confining myself to only a couple 
of pages of reading, thinking it would be well to flatten out 
at a resneotabfee hour and do a little radio listing. the radio 

was clogged with veritable trash and I finally ended dp by listening 
to some -®ible slapper who went to great pains to prove that 
Christmas should fall | n September instead of .December since Ghrist 
must have been born around -Labor -Day, which was just about tie speed 
those Kansas bigot usually hit* But I musk say I laughed at myself 
for being just about in their class the other day when in reading 
Mr. ''hurchill's "Richard Carvel" I found myself complaining because 
the author has a character in 17b9 remark that the pool on a 
Maryland estate was after the manner of the little lake at Pet t 
Triano n which, of course, was never dug until, the 1700 ' s » - as 
though ip or IE years either way made the slightest difference. 

it just occurs to me to ask you if you think the air view of 
Melrose, reduced (reduced to the’ size of the pictorial map small 
ones, would show anything at all. If they or it would, it might 
be nice 0 employ the two for porgaganda purposes, but if it 
would merely be a blur with a white smudge where the bj.g. house 
is, it would be uselese, of course. Your opinion will set me 
straight and 1 shall vastly appreciate your advice. But I see 
I am getting to the end of thi sheet so i had better fold. -Little 
old Panache is bobbing approval, too.1 


Friday, December E9th, 1950. 



Memorandum: , • , 

Cool, damp and cloudy, and the holiday s ason continues 
to bring forth the pilgrims in incse.asing numbers, with 
many of them, I suppose, heading for a big week end in Hew 
Orleans to view the Sugar, *>owl game, especially the Texas and 
Oklahoma sections, and most the (of the) football enthusiasts 
are bound to be wrong when they include both “hJij.rose and the 
pig skin players on their agenda,^for there isn t really so 
much relationship, the one with the other. 

One such group came under the personal aegis of Miss 
Tillinghast .this afternoon, her mother, her daughter, her uncle 
and aunt and the pilgrims ere more or less bored and those 
in authority not too entranced, it seemed like rather too 
vast a concourse for such a guide, it seemed to me, at least, and 
so it seamed to another, 1 think. 

~ut some of the passers-bye have been pleasant, and migrants 
from the Rorth, — the White ■‘■‘hroabed Sparrows, - have arrived 
in foroe during the past few days. , I don't recall having seen 
so many in years gone bye. Perhaps there's so much racket going 
on at Briarwood in contriving the new house that those usually 
making their winter home there have honored me. 

Be that as it may, a perfectly elegant feeding arrangement 
has just reached me by post and the White Throats are making 
the most of it. In the past, it hasn't been easy for me to 
catch ux, with the individuals for a close oontaot, but now 
that this new feeding arrangement is to hand, at least a half 
dozen are taking breakfast and dimier from morning to dusk 
just beyond the window pane here by my desk. 


In view of all the packages Unole *am has to handle during 
the rush season, 1 reckon it is wonderful so few get lost and 
that no more of them get squeezed. In the present instance, 
however, all that oame to hand was a fine sack of seeds, 
including sunflower seeds, which the White fhcoats seemadx to 
love, plus the three parts making up the lantern shaped feeder, 
including the top, the glass globe center and the base, designed 
to let the seeds feed down inot the circular troth. The oiroular 
bar for the birds to peroh on also aooompanied the p 
shipment, but it had been wedged off but not otherwise damaged, 
and o n Tuesday I shall have iflapoleon Bonaparte Garter weld the 
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New dear’s iSve, being Sunday, 
December 31st, 1950 


circular bar bade- on again and it will be just as good as 
when it started out. a battered box which had been obviously 
tied up hy sorae weary postal clerk, between its place of 
origin and here, pluse a label becaring my name, attaohed to 
the string, was all that came to hand, and as he package 
had not been insured, no claim could be made, although, 
in reality, there was no need for making a claim, for the item 
was i n no way damaged, save for the little circular bar being 
in need of- re-soldering. 

And I am glad it arrived thus, for had it carried the bar, 
I might have hung up the feeder by the circular opening rising 
above the top, and not have placed it here on the gallery shelf 
just beyond my window, as ,it is now, the White 'i'horats and I 
are not more than a foot a part, with only, the pane of glass 
separating us. Ana by the time ^onday has arrived, the birds 
wiil.Jhe so accustomed to the object that when I hang it from 
the oei-ling just beyond the doors to the '■'hapel, uhey will 
be so accustomed to their jolly new restaurant that they will 
not ba at all hesitant about making endless rounds. 


Memorandum: < 

The Dew Y 0a r is about to begin perfectly, thanks to your grand 
letters of the 26th and 27threaching' me on Saturday, and 
held until this evening, 

I am so glad to have particulars regarding your Christmas Day, 
and I like the candle light dinner which sounds so charming. 

I have another air photo of Melrose which I shall put in 
the out-going mail, I think the General did not receive the one 
I sent him on the 11th either, and.this afternoon 0 . H, told me a 
special delivery.let ter, posted in Baton Rouge on the 20th had reached 
the Bayou "atchez Post Office today, so apparently mails are 
running far behind in seme instances whether passing through the 
pre-Christmas strike zone or not. The more I think about it, \ 

tho -mo t-a ——I— mu bo ■ ’ball ' - re b hu.0 Uiiu 'm-l-i. mu.y 111-*^. 

nicely with the other illustrations, and may, - or possibly may hot, be 
the one we shall want to use up in front of the book for a piece 1 
am belatedly doing for that section. The photo will go forward 
immediately, the article a few days later. 

In the original shipment with the air photo was the ona of 
Clernenoe for which you asked and, if memory serves, some bit of 
manuscript, although about .the latter point I am hazy. In the mean tim 
perhaps the original photo may arrive, but to insure -against absence 
of the air view, I shall send along my extra copy. 

The week end .has been ever so pleasant. Dan went to the Dallas 
footballl game, - scheduled for tomorrow, and the General and lady 
arrived on Saturday evening. Dinner at the big house today was 
pleasant all around, with, the food excellent and the conversation 
entertaining. I must pass along one story to you which the General 
told me, illustrating the exalted opinion General McArthur has of_ 
himself. Perhaps the story is an old one for you, but it is uew for 
me, and since I think you might be able to bear it a second time, and 
probably there, are variations, I shall run the risk of boring you 
with it. 

It seems that following the cessation of hostilities, Admiral 
Uemitz and General McArthur took a much needed vacation, which 
they epent togct .er in some coastal town, in the Phillip lies. One 
afternoon they went out alone in a sail boat which foundered or 
turned over or $orao such, and the Admiral and General found themselves 
struggling in the water, for it was difficult to right the boat 
and admiral «eraltz couldn’t swim. In due time, however, they both 


Curiously enough, there is something at once to Chinese and so 
ifiarly ■“■merioan about the lines of the item and it seems as 
thought .expressly made to harmonize with the simple architecture 
of Yucca and ,to fit in with the quaint "jhi-ne^e hats decorating the 
iiast wall of the gallery. 

• — ' : _ 

I presume the original package may -have contained a card, 
but it must have bo come lost when the carton was brokon up in 
transit, but actually, of course, no oard is needed, for 
only one person in the whole world co,uld have sent it and that 
person scarcely needs me to say how entranced I am with the 
whole thing and how indebted I ,am for this billion expression 
of thoughtfulness and kindness for me. 


Little or nothing is done on the plantation.about dew Years, 

I reckon, in fao.t, that seasonal work will start on Monday morning. 
And so the holiday frolio is getting under way tonight, with 
a big siwng-out at the local honkey-ton^ and much flying up and 
do n the road Several of my friends have passed this way en route 
to the dance, and it was pleasant to share a glass of wine all 'round 

I ' • 4 » • ► 1 • ■ *- .' 1 1 '} \ '%] 

« If I can make the hurdle between now and Tuesday without 
too muoh interruption, I ought to ,be into the acoustomed, 
post holiday paoe forthwith. One or two gaps in Christmas greetings, 
as, fox e; ample, from the Overd^kes, impells me to. hazard the guess 
that they, may be passing this way Before college- begins again 
I am hoping you may be having Saturday-off and that tne succeeding 
two days may provide a :ew minutes for you when nothing is 
required and nothing undertaken, save a bit of rest and relaxation. 

Do tyy to be thoughtful to you...,. 
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got ,the ho fit rightpd'and v.'ere once ore safely aboard. General 
Hemj.’tz .re/oariiodj that it might be just as well if nothing ever leaked 
out about the experience, since the newspapers the world over, and the 
in particular, might maJce a great noise about the .admiral of the r’leet 
being almost drowneo because of his inability to swim.. General 
McArthur concurred whole heartedly as to silence regarding their 
experience, saying: 

"Most certaiply I wouldn't want the military ever to suppose 
I couldn't wait on the water." 


So much for the McArthur Messiah-.noraplax 


wasn't it nice that the telephone conversation, from 
Detroit and Illion suggest that a 1 goes well in those quarters, an 
how nice to know something about some of the t-ifts old Santa put 
in your stocking. I. am rather . surprised the '■'ongressional library 
hasn't,done anything about tpe Churchill memories, i -think 1 shall 
put’a bee in their bonnet on that subject, --.whether it produces 
any results or not. Apd I am so glad to know about the additioi:al 
data, cover Lng the "G. B. S." volume. That should-be entertaining 
and I think I .shall buzz a little on that score, too. - 


My dsy-h^e been. qpitO/busy,' famiiy, pilgrims and friends passing 
this way. -since 4 this morning I haven't had a minute to myself, 
and it was only at 11:36 that I found myself alone and could begin 
this little chat with you. It is nice to think that about the 
time I have concluded, it will be time for us both to raise a glass 
to Lydia and Aestan respectively as the little new comer makes it's bow 
I had guests at 11 o'clock Central Standard lime, and I withdrew for 
a few moments to raise ray glass. I shall gladly repeat the gesture 
at 12. 


Among today's visitors were Phil Johnson, a negro, and his son, 
perhaps 13 year.s old. The_.lat.ter is t^e boy so adept in wood carving. 

■^hey brought so$e .samples,-all automobiles, the boy ahd created. 

as autuombilies do not. particularly inspire me, I was not especially 
raovea by the items as automobiles, but I must say they were remarkable. 
Mach one was so complete, - perhaps 18 inches in length, with little 
doors that functioned perfectly, rumble seats, tops and hoods that 
openeded and closed with precission, little engines that seemed perfect 
reproductions of real ones, and even little batteries that turned on 
headlights when the proper gaget as Couched. The boy was 
entranced with much he say here and thinks he can stirrup the African Ho 
the sun dial' find so on alon^ the lines of the original. He is really 
a wouderfully giftoM child and I shall be so interested to see what he 
has to bring back when he returns, ne lives off on Little Hiver 
somewhere or other, - a little beyond St. Mary's on the Bayou, I 
believe. Wont it be fine if his gift takes a turn for re-creating in 
minature s me of the nicer things hereabout. 

But let me etart folding up at this poiut. It hfts'been such a 
plcns'iut week end and ending of the current year, - thanks to just 
one person who radiates everything th- t is wor 
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